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Testifying — Repentance toward GOD» and Faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Acts xx. 21. 

'Whom we preach, warning every Man, and teaching every Mao 
in all Wisdom; that we may present every Man perfect ia 
Christ Jesus, Col. i. 28. * 
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TO THE REVEREND ^ 

DR. ISAAC WATTS. 

Reverend and Jbear Sir, 

WITH the most affectionate Gratitude 
and Respect^ I beg Lear^ io prteent 
to You a JBook^ which owes its Existence to 
yout ReqtieSt; 'its Copiousness to your PImi, 
itod much of its Perspicuity ^o your Review; 
and to the Use I made of your Remarks on 
that Part of it> which your Health and Lei- 
sure would permit you to examine. J ad- 
ttress it to You^ not to beg your Patronage to 
it, for that I am already well assured ; and 
much less from any Ambition of attempts 
ing your Character, for which, if I were 
more equal to the Subject, I should think 
this a very improper Place : But chiefly from 
a secret Delight, which I find in the Thought 
of being known to those whom this nqiay reach, 
a2 
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ais one whom You haye honoured, not only with 
^ur Friend^ip:, but 'with «o muehafyoitc. 
Esteem and Approbation too, as must sub&tan^ 
tially appear in your committing a Wjrk to 
me, which You had yourself projected as one 
of the most considerable Serviced of your Life, 

I have long thought the Love of Popular 
Apj^lause a Meanness, which a Philosophy far 
inferior to that of our Divine Master might 
have taught us to conquer. But to be es* 
teemed by eminently Great and Goofd Mw^' W 
whom we are intimately knowiij appears to 
me, not only one of the most solid ^Attestations^ 
oCsome real Worth, but next to» tlie Appro- 
bation of God and our oXwi Ccmsciences, one 
of its most valuable Rewards* It will, I 
doubt not, be found so ia that WorW, to 
which Spirits like your's are tending, smdfor 
which, through Divine Grace, Yon have ob^ 
tained so uncommon a Degree, of R^penes*. 
And permit me, Sir^ while I write this, to. 
refresh myself with the Hope, that when that 
union of Hearts, which has so long subsisted 
betNvcen us, shall arrive to. its full Maturity, 
and Endearment there, it will be Matter of 
n\u{ual X>elighf> to recoUee^. that Yon h^ve 
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lissighed me^ and that I hate in smne Degree , 
ii^eeuted a Task^ which may perhaps^ under 
the BlesttQg of God^ awakea and improve 
Religious Sentiments in the Minds of those 
*^liom we leave bdbind us^ and of others^ who 
may arise after us in this vain^ transitory, and 
Wmiarii^ World. 

Such is tl» Improi^meirt You hare made 
of your Capacities for Service, that I am fully 
persuaded. Heaven has received very few, in 
these latter Ages, who have done so much to 
serve iU Interests here below ; few, who hava 
laboured in this best of Causes with equal As- 
siduity and equal Success. And therefore t 
cannot but join with all who wish Well to the 
Christian Interest among us, in acknowledge^ 
ing the Goodness of Providence to Ypu and 
to the Church qf Christ, in prolonging a 
Life at once so valuable ^nd so tender, io such 
an advanced Period, With them. Sir, I re«^ 
jf^ice, that God hath given You to ^sses9 in 
«9 extraordinary Degree, not only tbe Con#> 
«ciousnesi^ of intending great Benefit to the 
World, but the Satisfaction of having effecfed 
it, and 0f seeing such an Harvest already 
Bprifi^ing Qp, I hope a» an Gam^t «€ amucl^ 
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^1 PEDICATION, 

more ' jcopious: Increase from thence.' Witii 
Multitudes more I bless God^ that You are not 
in this Evening of so afflicted and y^t so JaboT 
rious a Day:, rendered entirely incapable of * 
serving the Public from the Pre$8, and fron» 
the Pulpit; and that ajnidst the Pain which 
your active Spirit feels, wh^ these pleasing 
Services suffer long Interruptions from Bodily 
Weakness, it may be so singularly refreshed 
by reflecting on that Sphere of extensile 
IJsefulness, in'which, hyyqur Writpigs^Yon 
Co^tiniially move. 

1 congratulate You, dear Sir^, that vi^hile 
You are in a Multitude of Families sni Schools 
of the lower- Cl^ss, condescending to the humT 
blc/ yet ipiportant Work of forming Infantr 
Minds to the first Rudiments of Religious 
Knowledge^ and devoiit Impres'sious^ by your 
various Catpjchisms and Divine Songs ; Yoq 
are also daily reading Lectures pf Logic, and 
other useful Branches of Philosophy^ to stu- 
dious Youths : And this not Only in private 
Acadenii^s, but in the most public and celer 
brated Seats of Learning; nor merely in Sc&U 
land ^fxd our American Colonies, (where, 
from f^VOfi peculiar Cimsideratioiis, it might 
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ttiosi; liaturally be expected; ) bu* through the 
amiable Caador of some excellent Men and. 
accomplished Tutors, in ourEnglish Universi^ 
tiesioo, i congratulate Youji that You are 
(eaehing> no doubt. Hundreds of Jl/t'?z{^^er«, anlA 
Thousands of prpDateChristtane, by your Sef- 
mens J And other Theological Writings; so 
happy calculated to diffuse through their 
Mmds that Light of Knowledge, and througli 
their Hearts that Fervour of Piety, which 
Ood ha^ been pleaded to inkindle in your own. 
But abote all, I congratulate ,You, that by your 
Sacred Poetry, especially by your Psalms, 
and your Hymns, You are leading the Wor- 
ship, «od I trust also animating ihe Devotion 
lai Myriads, m our public Assemblies «very 
fiabbath, and in l^eir JP^amilies or Closets every 
Day. This, Sir, at least so far as it relates to 
the Service of the Sqnctuaty, is an unparal- 
leled< Favour by vrhich GonTbath been pleased 
to idisl^guish You, f may bdldly say it, be- 
yond any of His Servants now upon Earth. 
:Well may it be esteemed a glorious Equivalent, 
and indeed much more than an Equivalent, for 
all thoBe Views of Ecclesiastical Preferment, 
to ^ which sueh Talents^ Learning, Virtues, 
jaiid Interest iilight have intitled Yoq" in an a 
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EstablismeQi ; and I dovi^t Yi0t' but Yon 
joyfully accept it as wicb. 

Nor 18 it easy to concei^e> ia what Circum-t 
ftanc^s You could^ oa any. Supposition^ liaTe 
been easier and happier . than in that Pious 
and truly Honowoblc Famili/^ ia whi^h> as I 
verily believe^ iu specialJndulgeoce both to 
You and to it^ Pj^yid^ce has been pleased 
to appoint that You should spend so consi^^ 
derable a Part of your Life. It is my earnest 
Prayer that all the Remaind^ of it may be 
serene^ useful^ and pleasant. And as^ to my 
certain Knowledge, your iJpmpositivm have 
been the singular Comfort of mtmy es^ceUent 
Christians^ . (somp of them numbered among 
niy dearest Friends, ) On their dying Bed; for 
I have heard Stanzas pf them repeated from 
the Lips of several, whp were doubtless in a 
a few Hoius to begin the Smg of Mo$e^ 
and the Lamb: So I hope and trust, that 
when Gop shall call You to that Salvation, for 
which your Faith and Patience have so long 
been waiting. He will shed around You the 
^hoice^t Beams of his Favour, and gladdeii 
your Heart with Consolations^ like those 
which.You haye be^p the happy Instrunleiit 
of administering to others. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ii| the i^fUi TiiR6> 8ir,4iea$gt(rdd^iifttt ai^ 
not a litHe fumna^dan €he various Lgtbowi 
to which Provideace has called me, by re- 
flecting/ that J have such a C&ntempornry, and 
especially such a F^end tvfhowt iis^Ie Pre- 
sence woaild be^to igie as *h«Lt of a'4JtQUd"0f 
WitncMeshae belovr^ to awaiken'tey^laei^ity 
In thB Race that & set b^ore tne. • A&d I feem 
persuaded/ tfa^t while I $ay this, i spekk the 
firatimdit of,. many of liky SiMhreif; JfeVba'of 
Tarioua ^Denomhiatiens : A Cidiisidc^atic^ 
whic^ I hope trill iso 'miskthiig towardi 
reconciling a Heart so generous as yoiir's, i6 
the 'Delay of il^ e^eeding and etemht 
Weight (ff Gkrif, ^Hiii^h is noW so hearly 
apprdachii^: -Y^, - fiiy hottirared' Friend] 
You wilt I hone, cheerftiUy esadure a 'little 
longer continaante in lA^ amidst all its In* 
trinities; from an. Assurance, that while God 
is pleased to mitnteia the Eseineise of your 
Reason, it is hardly possible that You should 
live in. vain, i0lhtWQgid or y^ufmlf. Every 
Day, and every Trial, is brightening your 
Crp.wn, aid rendcaingYoli still more meet for 
an Inheritance amongst the SainU inZif;ht. 
tvery Word that You drop from the Puipiet, 
]m$ new, surely, its peculiar Weight; The 
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.Ey^!of nfany^ce on their mscending Prophety 
eagerly intent that tbey may catch/ if hot his 
MatMCy jBii least some Diwne Sentence itom 
from his Lips, which may long guide their 
Ways, ;aii4 l^anii* their H^rts. This Solici- 
iifde your Friends bring into those happy 
^omen^Si in which tfa^y are favoured with 
yaut Conpet^e in private r And when you are 
r^red frofn.them, your Prayers, I douh| 
^t, :l?fg»ly^e9!ri)ribiiite towardsc guarding your 
Cof^iitry/ w#eri^ the Churehj add bletsing 
pie lVprl4f:. ;IiWg may they continue to 
answ^ these great: Ends ! And permit me. Sir, 
to conclujie with expressing my cheerful Con* 
fideace> th^;in thosi^bei^ Moments You are 
pfte^i pa^iQDlarly mindful 6f 0Qe>^who so 
highly ' esteems, so greatly iieeds, and so 
warmly returns that Remembrance,: as, 

.' 1 . : . 

u. J^fiS^in^^^ and Dear Si$t, ? 

, [Yefir^ mast, tiffeetionate^ Brother, 
And aWigetiHiimifle'^ Servant, 

' Northampton, 

/Dei^-. 13, d744/^ ^ :» • . 
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PREFACE. 



fTHHE several Hints given in the Dedicg,tion aiwl 

I the First Chapter, of this Treatise, whicli 

contains a patrtic^lar Plan of the De^grty render 

it unnecessary to introduce it with a long Prefacel 

Some of my Readers may perhaps remember, that 

several Years ago i promised this Work to, the 

Public, in the Preface to the Second Edition of 

my Sermons on the Power and Grade .of Christy 

S^c. My mucli honoured Friend Dr. Watts, had 

laid Jhe Scheme especially of the forfner Part: 

But as those Indispositions, with which (to the 

tmspeakable Grief of the Churches) God has been 

pleased to exercise him, and forbid his Hopes of 

being able to add ihis^ io his many Labours of 

Love to immortal Souls, be? was pleased in a verj 

affectionate and importunate Manner to urge m* 

to undertake it. And I bless God with my wholft 

Heart, not only that' he hath carried me througli 

this delightfid Task (for such indeed have I found 

it), but also that he hath spared that worthy and 

amiable Person to,^e it accomplished^ aiad* given 

him Strength and Spirit to review so considerable a 

Part of it. His Approbation, expressed in stronget 

Terms than Modesty will permit me tb tepeif, 

encourages me to hope, that it is executed in such 

n Manner, as may^ by the Divine Blessing, rendiar 

. it of some general Service. And I the rather expect 

it will be so, as it now conies abroad, ipio the 

World,- not only with mv own Prayers and his^ 

but also with those ox many Ptous triend^^ 

ii?hich I Jiave been p^aolarly carefaf i6 epgagp for 

it» Success^ • 
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^Into whatever Hands this Work may come, I 
must desire, that before any pass their Judgment 
upon it, they would please to read it through; 
that they may dj^rii tl)e Connection between 
one Part of it and another. Which I the rather 
request, because I have long observed tliat C/rm-^ 
^qas of different Pf^rfie^ h^te been eagerly Im/^ 
ing kol4 on pariicular ParU of the System of^ 
jSmm Truth, and have been cioptCBdirig aboui 
theni^ n$ if each had been izfly or as if tl^ Sepa^ 
ipion of the Members from each other, an4 
ffpm, ,the Head,, were th/e JPi:<^vation of tha 
•3ody> instead of its Destruction. They have 
\^n spe^lou^ io espouse the Defmce nfid to main^ 
jfaini the Honour and Usefulness of e(tch apart i 
whereas thdr Honour^ as well as Usefulness, 
iseeni^ jto me to lie muqh in their Connection* 
ylpd Suspicions have often arisen betwixt tha 
Respective Defenders of each, which have ap* 
-^a^ed as unreasonable and absurd, as if all \he 
Reparations for securing one Part of a Ship in a 
atorm were to be censured as a Contrivance tq 
§}nk the Rest. I pray Gop, to rive to «// //i> 
Ministers ax^ People ^ more ana more o( the 
ppbit of.^Wisjdomjjxnd of LotCy and of a $ound 
Mind; and to remove far from us tliose mutual 
tf^fthusi^ an4 Anijiu^itie^^ wjiich hinder our actr 
ing with that Vnanimitj/ which is necessaiy, in 
4)fjde^ Ao the successful carrying w of our com' 
mon IfViktfare against the Enemies of Chrisdi^ 
ftmtj/. We may t)e sure, these Enemies will jie* 
^er (ail to ma)ie their own Advantage of mir muk 
iiplied JDicisionSy and severe Coatests with each 
jDt^er? B^t they must necessarily lose both tlieir 
Gioundt and their Influence, in Proportion to tli6 
JhQfee^ in which, tlic Es^ergy qt Christifm Print 
*fij^s i»,f^,jfi]ni^^ traijsfoira^ the Umtit^ 

pi thos§^y whom'tlipy are professed* 
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PREFACn xiii 

t take ibis OpDortunlty of addihg, that wsf iki9 
Treatke : may be looked upon as tie Sequel pf my 
$ermom lon Resefterationj, though in somethitig; 
of a difier^nj; Method I a Sedond Edition oi tho96 
SermQm' is now published (in- Compliance wilfe 
the Bequest of iilany of my Friends), in the samd 
Form and Siic with this Book. I hare been so* 
liqitous to make tbem both as cheap as possible^ 
th^rt. I may fall in with the charitable Desifltis of 
thd^e who may propose td give tiiem away. There 
13 however an Edition of this . Treatise in Ociatoi 
for such, as rather chose to have it in a ktiger 
Chara^^r and fairer Form. 

I have studied the greatest Plainness of Speech^ 
that the lowest of my Readers may, if possible^ 
]^ft able to understana every Word; and { fadpe^ 
Persoite ofi a mbre elegaat Taste and refined £du*« 
cati(m ^n .pardon what ajppcked to me s6 ne-^ 
eessary a rteee of Chanty. Such* a Care in 
Prttdical tVritings seems one important Instance 
of that hamurmg all Men^ which our antiable and 
mn^es^eetidins Heligion teaches ms: And I hav0 
be^ partiouWly bbilg^ to mj/ worthy Patron^ iofit 
w|iatfh& ^th d^ne to: shorten some of the Sentenoe^^ 
aad^l^riwt ttkf Meamng into ptaiiier and- morcf 
femilWiWQtdi; Yet I dare say, the Worfai vf&t 
not si^pect it of having contract^ any Impropriety 
oi^In«ie|^aoce of Mi^i^e^ by paseriug' timmgh ite? 
Hand* of Dr. WATts. 

J fonst add we Remark faer^ which: I heartily 
wi^b! J'4iad(inot i0mi$ted in tbenfirst- Edition, pis.' 
That tb^gli I d<» ih this Book eonfeiider my Reader 
Jls successiveljfr ilia great VaKcty of ^snppoakt. 
Circumstances^ begtnifiiB^ witli those of a t/ioUgA/« 
14SS0 Sinner^ and , leadtag him; thrcui^h sevemC 
Stege» of. CQmktWMp Terror r &^' «k whiit^ niay: 
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PREFACE. 



he pievious io his sincerely accepting the 6ospeI^ 
and devoting himself %6 the ^rvice of God* 
yet I would' by no Means be thought to insinuate, 
that evert/ tme, Vfho is brought to that happy Re;* 
sdlution, amves at it* through those particular 
Steps J or feels Agitaticms of Mind equal in D^ree 
to those' I have descriliedl Some Sense of Sih,' 
and some serious and humbling Appfebehsion of 
our Danger and Misery in Consequence of it, must> 
indeed be necessary to dispose us to receire the 
Grace of the Gospel, and the Saviour who is there 
exhibited to our Faith. Bat Gofi is pleased some* 
times to begin the Work- of His Grace on the Heatt, 
almost from the first dawning of Reason, and to 
' carry it on by such gentle and insensible Degrees, 
that very excellent rersons, who have made the 
most eminent Attainments in Divine Life, have beau 
vnable to recount any remarkable History of their 
Conversion : And so &r as I can learn, this is most 
frequently the Case with those of them, who have 
enjoyed the Benefits of a pious Education^ when 
it has* not been succeeded Iby a vicious aiid licen- 
tioaifc Youth. God forbid therefore,* that any 
such -^buld be so insensible of their own Hftp* 
panBe8s,*as to fall into Perplexity with Relation )p 
llieir Spiritual State, for^ant of beinff.able to 
tl:ace such a-Itise of JReligiim in their Minds, as 
it was necessary on any rlan. for me to describe, 

«id exenfdi^ here. 1 have* spoken my Senti* 

ments oh this Head so fully in the Yinth of my 
Sermons on Regeneration^ that I think none who 
has read and raneml>ers the general Contents of 
it, can be iii Danger of mistaking my Meaning 
liere. But as it is very possible this' Book may 
ftll into die Hands of many, who have not read 
tbe other, and have no Opportunity of consult* 
i&g it, I thought it proper to insert this Caution 
iu the Preface to this; and I am much obliged to 
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PREFACE. XV 

tTiat n^ortliy and excellent .'Person, who kindly re- 
minded me of the Expediency of doing it. 

I conclude with desiring my Friends to forgive 
the necessary Interruption which this Work haa^ 
given to the Third Vqh^m§,of jny Famfy Expositor^ 
which I am now sfndin^ to tlie Press as fast as 1 
dm, and hope to publish it in less than a T^- 
To this Volume I have referred severdil additional 
ifolesi, and the Indexes j^ which are uecessary .trf 
render the former Volumes complete ; having deter- ' 
mined to add nothing to the Second Edition j which 
should depreciate the former. I dlo not think it 
necessary » to trouble my Friends with a new Sub*' 
icription ; taking it for granted, that few who were 
pleased with the other Part of the Work, will fail 
of perfecting the Set on the Historical Books of the 
Ne^w Testament.' When my Exposition on .th^ 
Epistolary Part\ may be completed, (Gfo» only 
knows. 1 will proceed in it as fast as the other 
Optics,, <]^f.wy Sb^tipn.wUl permit^ ^n4 J^r^^^ly 
l?eg, thjit jf ipy . Readers find Edification and Ad- 
vantage by any of my Writings, that they would in 
Return offer a Prayer^ for rnc, that God may carry 
Hie. on, Sxi i\\^t iriost inwortant; Labour of my; Pen^ 
under the rem^irkabte Tokens of HU Guidftuqe and 
Blessing. , , . : 
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THE 

JIISE ANp pJflOGRESS 

w 
RELIGION IN THE SOUL. 

^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The Introduction to the Work, with some 
l^eneral Account of \U Desi^, 

^attrue Religion & rterif rare^ appears frqm nomparing- 
the Nature of it 'with the Lives and Characters of Men 
around usy §. 1, 2. The Want ofit^ Matter of just La* 
mentation, §. 3. To_ remcdy^ this Evil, is the Design of 
the ensuing Treatise,: §.4. To vokkh^ tf^refore, thq 
Atfthojc e^rnestlj^ $espeqks the Mention of the Reade^^ 
as his Qxsn {feart is d^eplt/ interested in it, 4* ^> P? -4 

^ General Plan of the IVork; of which the Pifteeh first 
fhapters relate chiefk^ to the Rise of Religion, and the 
remaining Chapters to its Progressj^ §. 7 — 12. The 
Chapter concludes uith a Trailer for the Success ofth^ 
fVbrkt \. . . J 

§. 1. TlfTHEN we look ro\ix\d about us witji an s^U 
T T tentive^Eyt, and consider the Characters 
ai|d Pursuits of Men, ^^e plainly sec, that ^hough iif 
the original Copstitutipn of their Natures, they dnly^ 
of all the dreatttres that dwell ox; t,he Face of the 
Earth, be capable of Religion, yet many of ^em 
rtainefttlly neglect it^ And whateyer different l^otions 
i • , . • People 
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% Religion not an universal Thing* Chap. 1, 

People may entertain of what thej call Religion^ all isnst 
SgasA fa owning) Hat il4ii vefy far Jrofn being an Ufdverm 
sal Thing. 

§. 2. Religion, in its most general View, is snch a 
Sense of God on the Soul, and snch a Conviction of our 
Obligations to Him, and of our Dependance upon Him, 
as shall engage its to make it our^reat Care^ -4:0 conduct 
ourselves in a Manner, which ^e have Reason to believe 
will be pleasing to hira. Now when we have given this 
plain Account of Religion^ %>is by no Means necessary 
that we should search among the Savages of the African' 
or ^me7i{^d;ij!^ti5u^l:d1in^.|ps?|rntes of thosfe wtio are 
Strangers to it. When we view the Conduct of the Ge- 
nerality of People at H<u»e,(,ia a Christian void Protestant 
Nation^ in a Nation whose 01i)ligations to Gon have been 
singular, almost be^^nd those^f any other People under. 
Heaven, will any oftt pTestiiae td say that Religion has 
an universal Reign among us? Will any one suppose, 
that it pretails i»i every iJfi; that it Teigns in ever^ 
fleart ? Alas^ the avowed Infidelity, the Prophanation 
of the Namt and Day of God, the Drunkenness, the 
Lewdness, the Injustice, the Falsehood, the Pride^ the 
3PW)digality, the base Selfihncss, and stupid Insensibility 
^f the Spiritual and Eternal Interests of themselves, and 
others, wiich so generally appear among Us, loudly p*o- 
^laito the contrary. Sa'tiiat one would imagine upon 
this View, that Thousainds aiid ten Thousands thought 
the Neglect, and even the: Contempt of Religion^ were a 
felory, rather than a Reproach, And where Is 'the Neigh- 
bourhood, where IS the Society, where is the happy Fa- 
fliily, (consisting of aiiy considerable Number) in which, 
6a a'hiore eicact Examination, we find Reason to say, 
** R^igion fitls even this little Circle ?*» There is, per- 
.haps, a Freedom from any gross and scandalous Immora- 
lities, an external Deqency of Behaviour, an Attendance 
t)n the butwaird-Forms of Worship in Public, and (here 
tod there^ in the Family vfct amidst all this, there is 
hbthing tvhich looks fike the genuine Actions of the 
Spiritual amd Divine Life. There is no Appearance of 
Xove t6 Gt)b, no Reverencre for his Presence, no Desire 
bf his !f^yburs td the highest Good': THerc is no cordial 
BeHef oiHTie Gospel ofSal'oation*, no eager Solicitude to 

escape 
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ChaiK 1 . The W^m 9f U io J^ grcatlff hmenttd. | 

i^eape tliat Cand^mmUon which we hs^v^ incurred bf Shiy 
BO hearty Coaeern to secure that Eternal JUfe^ whhi 
'CfiaitT ha$ purciuu|(Bd and secured f^r his People, and 
which he freely premises to ail who wiU receire hiin« 
Alas ! whateTer Ae ioye of a Friend, or jCTen 4 Parent 
can do : irkatever Inclination there may be, tp hope all 
3%mgSj and helieve uH Things the most favourable ; £yi«i 
deace ia ,ihQ contrary wiU jTori^ its^f upon the Hindi 
»iid extort the unwillLpg Coadu^iion ; that whaterer els« 
may be andabte ta this dear Friend, in that faTOttrit« 
<^hild, ^^ Religion dwells not in its jBreast." 

§. 3. To a Heatrt that firmly believes the Gospel^ and 
views Pers^ms and Things in tb« Light of £teridty, this 
is one of the most moumful ContUerations in the World* 
And indeed to sudi a one, all other Calamities and Evila 
of Human. Nature appear Trifles^ when compared^ with 
iUs; the Absence of real JRekgion, and t^at Contrariety 
to it which reigns iia so many Thousands of Mankind* 
Let this be cured aud 9U <he othv JBvjb will easily be 
borne; nay. Good Vill be extracted .out of them* Bitf 
if this continue, it hringeth forth Fruit unto Death (a) ; 
and in Consequence of i^ Multitudes, who share the lki« 
tertainments of an indulgent Providence with us, #nd are 
least aOied to us by the Bond of the same common Na» 
ture, must in a few ICears be swept away into utter Der- 
Hruction, and be plunged beyond Redempt^oii iiit^ ^erm 
lading Burnings. 

§• 4. I doubt not, but there are many, un^er those 
various Forms of Religious Profession, which have so pn* 
hapidly divided us in this Nation, who are not only la* 
menting this in^ pubUiE;, if thdir Office ia I^ife calls them 
to an Opportunity of doing it ; but are likewise mournt* 
ing before Gpn in secret, under a Sense of this sad State 
of Things ; and who can appeal to IJim that searches all 
Hearts^ as to the Sincerity of their Desires to revive the 
iangnishing Cause of vital Christianity and substantial 
Piety. And, among the rest, the Author f^this J^reati^, 
^ay ivith Confidence say, it is this which animates him 
to the present Attempt, in the Midst of so many other 
Cares and Labours. For this he is willing to lay aside 
many of those curious Amusements in S^en(^ whiel|L 

IPAght 

(a) Rom, vii. ^. 
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4 TlteAuthof^ a Design to promote Religion. Chap, f, 

might suit his ovrn private Taste^ and perhaps open a 
Way for some Reputation in the learned World. For 
ihlA he is grilling to ivave the laboured Ornaments of 
* Speech, that he niay, if possible, descend to the Capacity 
of the lowest iPart of Mankind. For this he would en- 
deavour to conyiuce the Judgment,, and to reach the 
Deart of every Reader : And, in a Word, for this, with-, 
out any Dread of the Name of an Enthusiast^ whoever 
inay at random throw it out upon the Occasion, he would, 
as it were, enter with ifou into your Closet^ from Day to 
Day; and with all Plainness and Freedom, as well as 
Seriousness, would discourse to you of the great Things 
which he has learnt from ttfe Christian Religion, an4 
on which ho assuredly knows' your everlasting Happiness 
to depend : that if you hitherto have* lived without Reli. 
gion, you may be ndw awakened to the Consideration of 
If, and may be instructed in its Nature and Importance;. 
^ or that if you are already, through Divii^e Grace, expcri* 
mentally acquainted witli it, you m^y be assisted to siak'e 
^ farthet Progress. 

§. 5. But he earnestly intrcats this Favour of you, 
ttat as it is plainly a serious Business we are entering up« 
on, yon would l^e pleased to give him a serious and an at- 
•tentive Hearing, ife Intireats^ that these Addresses, and 
th^se Meditatioijs, Jnay be perused at Leisure, and be 
-thought dver in Retirement; and that you would do him 
and yourself the Justice to believe the Representadoiia . 
which are' here made,' and the Warnings which are here 
•given, to proceed from Shicerity and Love; from ah 
•Heart, which woUld not designedly give one Mdment*s 
unnecessary Pain to the meanest Creature on the Face of 
'the Earth, and mnch less to any Human Mind. If he 
'be importunate, it is, because he at least imagines that 
there is just Reason for it; and fears, lest amidst the 
Multitudes, who are undone by the utter Neglect of 
Religion, and amoiig those who are greatly damaged fojp 
'-want of a mofe resolute and constant Attendance to it^ 
this may be the Case of some into whose Hands this 
Treatise may fall. 

§. 6. He is a Barbarian, and deserves not lb be called 
a Man, who can look upon the Sorrows o/ his Feljow 
Creatures without drawing out his Soul unto them and 

uiahing 
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Ciiap. 1* 3%e Happin^s cf stkxeed^g in it. 9 

wiiMngyVLi least, that it w^e in the Power of his H^nd 
to help them. Surely Earth would be an Heaven to <ha| 
Man, who could go about from Place to Place, scattering 
Happiness wheresoerer he came, though it were only the 
Body that ho were capable of retieving, and though he 
c^ould impart nothing better than the Happiness of a mor* 
tal Life. But the Happiness rises in Proportion to the 
Nature and Degree of the Gpod which he imparts. Hapu 
py, are we ready tQs^, were those honoured Servants of 
Christ, who, in the ejaHy Days of his Church, were the 
beneyolent and sympathising lQ$trttmepts of conveying 
miraculous Healing to those whose Cases seemed despc. 
rate ; who poured in upon the Blind and the Deaf the 
Pleasures of Light and Sound, and called up the Dead 
to the Powers of Action and Enjoyment. But this is an 
Honour and Happiness, which is not fit f m- God com* 
|(ttonly to bestow on mortal Men. Yet there hai;e been 
in iivery age, and blessed be his Name, there stiU are 
those^ whofn he has condescended to make his Insti^um^ts 
In conyeying nobler and more lasting Blessings than these 
to their Fellow Creatures. Death has long since veiled 
,the Eyes, and stopped the Ears of those, who were the 
Subjects of miraculous Healing, and recovered its Empi're 
over those who were once recaUed-from the Grave. Bi^t 
the Souls ijrho are prevaSed upon to receive the Gospel, 
live for ever, God has owned the Labours of his faith- 
ful Ministers in every Age, to produce these Messed Ef« 
fects ; and some of them l^ing dead, yet speak (b) with 
'Power and Success in this important Cause. Wonder not 
then, if living and dying, I be ambitious of this Honour ; 
and if my Mouth be freely opened^ where I can truly say, 
in^ llewrt is enlarged (c). 

' §. 7; In forming my general Plan I have been solicits 
ous, that this little Treatise might, if possibly, be \i$eful 
to all its Readers, an4 contain somctliing snitaM^ to eaob. 
t will therefore take the Man and the QhrviUanf in a 
great Variety of Circumstances. I m il| first suppo^ my- 
self addressing to one of the vast Number of thoughtless 
Creatures J who have hitherto been utterly • unconcerned 
' about Religion ; an4 will try what can be done, by all 
plainness and Earnesti^s of Address^ to., awaken him 

.; '/ . ffom 

(b) Heb. xu 4. (c) 2 Cor. vu 11. 
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I A general Plan of the Work. CSiap. I. 

from this futal Lethai^y, to a Care^ {Chap. S.) an af. 
fectionate and an immediate Carey about it. {Qiap. 3.) 
I will labour to fix a deep and awfol Conviction of GuiU 
upon his Conscience, {Chap. 4.) and to stilp him of hit 
^D4un Excuses and his flattering Hopes. {Chap. &•) 1 will 
read to him, O ! that I could fix on his Heart, that 
Sentence^ that dreadful Sentence^ which a Ilighteous and 
an Almighty God hatii denounced against him, as a Sin. 
tier; {Qutp. 6.) and endeavour to »heir him, in how 
heljiess a State he lies under this Condemnation , as to 
any Capacity he has of d^iTering himsdf. {Chap. 7.) 
But I do not mean to leave any in so terrible a Situation: 
I will joyftilly proclaim the glad Tidings of Pardon and 
Salvation by Christ Jesus our Lord^ which is all theSnp* 
)>drt and Confidence of my own Soul; {Chap. 8.) And 
thcii I will give some general Views of the If^^, by which 
thie^ Saivation is to be obtameds {Chap. 0.) urging 
ttie Sinner to accept of it^ as affectionately as I can: 
i^Ghtip: lOO though nothing can be suificientiy pathetic, 
where, as in tins Matter^ the Life of an immortal Soul 
is in question. 

§. %. Too probable it is, that 9ome will, after ail this, 
remain ins^isible : and therefore, that their sad Case may 
not incumber the following Articles, I shall here tf^e a 
eoiemn Leave of them : {Chap. 11.) And then shall turn 
and address myself, as compassionately as I caa, to a most 
contrary Character; I mean to sl Soul overtchelmed mth 
ft^ense of ^e Greatness of its Sins, and trembling un. 
der the Burden, as if there were no more Hope for him 
in QOD. {Chap. VI.) And that nothing may be omk;. 
ted, which may give solid Peace to the troubled Spirit, 
I shall endeavour to guide its Enquiries as to the Evidences 
•of sincere Repenttmce and Faith; {Chap. 13.) which will 
»be fartlier illustrated by a more particular View of the 
sever at Branches of the Christian Temper j such as may 
^erve at ono^ to assist the Reader in judging what he is^ 
and to shew him uhat he shouidiabourto.be. {Chap. 
14.) This win naturally lead to a View of the Need wo 
have of ^e Ii^uences oftlte blessed Spirit^ to assist us in 
the important and difficult Work of the true Christian^ * 
and of the Encouragement- we have /a hope for these Bi-. 
^is^e Assistances. {Chap. 11^.) In an humUeDepcndaiicc on 
'■ " which, 
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Ck^. U A gentni Pbm<f^ W^rtt. f 

whicfc, 1 shall ^en «ta»ir oii llie Conaidetatiiiti <if severui 

€tt9es which often ecciir Iti the -C/krisf m^ liCe^ in which 

parHadnt jiddreseies i^ th# CMlMrtoft&e auty he 4tiiqpiifiitt 

' §. 9. Ab sofrie patticBlair Dilb»ilties ttftd Ofocounge* 
ihents attend the,^jrf EntfxmciB on a re%ion8 Cotum, it 
will here he ovlt ^r^ Core to Mivbumts the i/owtg Convert 
against them, (fihap. 16.) And that It aMj be done 
more cflkctaallj^ I flhall vttge M ^^mu Dedkntion nf him* 
self to God; {Chap. 17.) to he confirmed hy entering 
into Hh^ fair Commtinton of thfe Church hy on Ap^ 
proach to ike ^ncr^Tabk. (Chap. t8.) That these En. 
gagoamts may be move hap]^ly falfilfod, we shall enw 
dearour to draw « more particil^r Plan of that devont, 
regular, and accnrate Cotirse, which onght daily to be 
attended to: {Chtip. 19.) And because the Idea w^ 
probably rise so much higher that wbttt is the genend 
Practice^ ^ren of Good Men, we fiihall 'cndeatour to per^ 
saade the Reader to ntt^ the Attempt, hax4 as it may 
-seem; (Chop* W.) and tdiafi caitftion him ag^nst various 
Temptations^ which Mght otherwise draw liim nside to 
Negligence and Sin. (fihttp. ^ 1 . ) 

^. 10. Happy will it be for the Reader, if these Ex- 
hortations and Cautions be atteinded to with becotnltig 
Regard \ hut as ft is, alas, too probable-, that notwkh* 
standing all, the Infirmities of Nature will somelrme^ 
prevail, we shall considj^ the Case of Deitdntss and L(m» 
^gtior in Religion^ whith oftoi steals upon "us by insensibto 
Degrees ; (Chap., tt.) from whence there « too caSy a 
Passage to that terrible one of a Return into known and 
deliberate Sin. (Cht^f ^.) And as the one or the other 
of these tends. In a proportionable Degree, toprovo^n 
the Blessed God to hide his Face, and his inj4tredopirit #o 
ianthdrtm, th^t n^ncholy Condition wifl be taken into 
a particular SutYey. {Chap. M.) I shall then trite Notice 
also of the Case of gre<(t and heav^ AjJUictians 4n Life f 
(Chap. ^5.) a Di^dpline which the best of IVtcn have 
Reason to expect, especially when Utey 'huefcslide tVom 
Gon, and yield to their Spiritoal Enemies. 

V- 11- Instances ^f this Kind, 'Will, I fear, be ton 
frequent ; yet, I trust, ittter^j^ wiH be many others, whose 
jPctf A, like the dawning Light, will shine more and more 

i mUil 
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^ A general Plan €f the Wm-k^ \ Cbapi 1. 

1inlil4he perfect Da^ (d)^ And ik^rtfo^t we shall endea^ 
vour ia tlie best Manaer ve cai|, t^ assist the Christian 
HI passing a true, iudgment^ p^ ih^.Gto^tk ef Grace in 
his Heart ; (Chap. 26). SM we had done hefor^ m iudg-, 
log of its Sincerttj. And tis nothiiig caadUces more to 
the Adyance of Grace, than ihclir^y Exercise of Xore 
to Gon, and a holtf Joy in hip, we sliall here remind 
the real Christian of those J^fereiet. wiiich t^d to excite, 
ihat^Ixme and Jo^; (Chap. ^7.) ^x^ in the Views of 
tiiem, to animate him to thpse y^o^ous Eifoy^ pf \Jse^ 
fulness. in lafe^ which sp well ))ecome his jDhar^rCter, ^d 
will have so happy an EiBcac)r en brightening his Crown» 
{Chap, 2^.) Supposing hini to act accordingly, we shall 
^en labour to illustrate and assist the Belight^ with which. 
he nay look forward to the awful Solemnities pf J)eaih 
and Judgment ;. (Chap, ^9.) And shall elojse the Scene by 
Accompanying him, as it were, to ti|e nearest Confines o£ 
that dark Valle^y through which he is to pass to Glory ; 
giTing him such Directions^ ^ may se^m most subserrient 
to his honouring God, and adorqix^ Religion, by his dy« 
ing BehaTiour. (Chap^ 30.) Nor am } without a pleasing 
Hope, that, through the divine Blessing and <Gri*ace, I may 
be in some Instances so successful, as to leave those 
tfiumphing in the Views .of Judgment and Eternity, 
an4 glorifying God by a truly Christian L4fe and Death, 
li^om I tonniXrembling in the Apprehensions of future 
Misery; or perhaps*, in a much more dangerous and mi. 
scrable Circumstance than that ; I mean, entirely forgetl 
ing the Prospect, and sunk in the most stupid Insensibii 
titif of those Things, for an Attendance to whic|i the 
Human Mind was formed, and in Comparison of which,^ 
all the Pursuits of this transitory Life, are emptier t^jtar^ 
IVind^ and lighter than a Feather. 

§. 13* Such a Tariety of Heads must, to be sure, bq 
handled hut briqfitfy as: we. intend to bring them within 
the Bulk of a moderate Volume. I shall not, therefore, 
discuss them as a Preacher might properly do in Ser* 
mons^ in which the Truths of Religion are professedly to 
be explained and taught, defended and improved, in ^ 
wide Vajjety; and 40115 . Detail of Prepositions, Argu- 
ments, Objections, Replies, aAd Inferences, marshalle4 

(d) PfOT. iv. 18. 
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Chap. 1. A Prayer for Us Success. 9 

and numbered ttndet' their disHiict Generals/ I shall here 
speak in a( tooser and freer Manner,' as a Friend to a 
Friend^ just as I would' dp, if I weVe to be in Person, 
admitted to a private Audiencie, by one Whd'm I tenderly 
loved, and whose Circumstances and Character, I knew 
to be like that, whidi the Tkle of one Cliapter or ano- 
ther of this Treatise describes. And when I have dis- 
coursed \vith him a Bttlc whikj, which will seldom be 
so' long as Half an Hour; fsh^', as it were, step aside^ 
and leave him to meditate on what he'ha^ heard, 'oi' en. 
deavour td assist him in such fervent iJfdSti^e^^e^ to G-od^ 
as it may foe prope^r to mingle with those Meditations, 
In the mean Time, I will here take th6 Liberty to prtiy 
over my Reader and my Work; and to commend it 
solemnly to the Divine Blessing, m Token of my deep 
Conviction of an entire Dependance ujpon it. And I am 
well persuaded, that Sentiments like these are common, 
in the gener^, to every faithful Minister^ to every re<U 
Christifim, * 

A Praytr for the Success of this Work^ in promoting 
the Rise and Progress of Religion. 

^^ f\^l Thou great Eternal Original, and Author of 
v^ ^^ all' created Being and Happiness! 1 adore 
'^ Thee who hast made Man a Creature capable "of Re- 
" ligion, and has* bestowed this Dignity and Felicity 
^' upon our Nature, that it may be taught to say. Where 
^'^ is GOD our Maker (e) ? 1 lament that Degeneracy 
*• spread over the whole Human Race, which has turned 
*^ our Glory into Shame (f), and has rendered the For- 
.<' getfulness pf God (unnatural as it is) so common, 
^^ and so universal a Disease, Holyt Father, w^ lik^w it 
** is tliy Presence, and diy^ 'Teaching alan^,' thAt tan 
*' reclaim thy wandeFing* Childri^ ; can Impress .a $ense 
^^ of Divine Thiugd on the Heart, and render "that Sense 
*' lasting and . efifectiial. From Thee proceed aili -good 
*' Purposes and- Desires; and this Desire above all, of 
<• diffiising Wisdom; IHcty and Happiness in tbi& ^^-orld, 
^' which (though sank in such deep Apostacy) iUiinc 
'^ infinite Mercy has not utterly forsakai. ■ ^ , ^ 

"Thon 
(e) Job JLXXr, 10. ; (f ) Hos. iv, 7. 
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10 A Prayer for rtf Chap. 1, 

<^Thoa knomstj O LqMy the ffeurfs ^f the GhO. 
^^ tb^en af Men (g) ; a9d an upnght Soul, in the midst 
<< of ^U the C^^si^rci* apd Su^piciona it may meet with, 
>^ rejoice8;ia,fhineiptii|iate Knowledge of its most secret 
<^ Sentiments and Principle^ of Action. Thou know^ 
^^ the Sincerity and fetvency^ with which Thine i^»aror- 
<« % Servant desires to spread the Knowledge of Thy 
<^ Najne, and the ^iyiour qT Thy Gospel, among aU to 
<^.w|if>m this Wprk majr. reach. Thou kpowest, that 
<^ h^st tho« gi^en/him an Abundance. of this World^ 
^^ it would have i)eQn9 ia his Esteem, the noblest Plea^ 
^' sure that Abundance could have afforded, to havel^eeii 
f^ thine Almoner, in distributing thy bounties to the 
<< Indigent and Necessitous, and so causing the sorrowful 
<< Heart to rejoice in Thy Goodness, dispensed through 
<< his Hands. Thou knewest, tiiat hacj^t Theu giTeyi 
<^ him, either by ordinary or extraordinary Methods, the 
<< Gifts of HealiAg, it would have been his daily PeUgHt,* 
^^ to relieve the Pains, the Maladies, and the In^fmities 
^< of Men's Bodies ; to have seen the languishing Conn. 
(( tenance, brightened by returning' Health and Cheer« 
« fulness ; and much more to hare beheld the roving 
<^ distracted Mind, reduced to Calmness and Serenity, in 
"<( the Etercise of its rational Faculties. Yet happier, 
^ far happier would be think himself, in these humble 
<^ Circumstances, in which Thy Providence hath placed 
^^ him, if Thou vouchsafe to honour These his feeble 
^^ Endeavours, as the Means of relieving and enriching 
<^ .Men's Minds ; of recovering them from the Madness 
<^ of a sinful State, and bringing back Thy reasonable 
>^ Creatures to the Knowledge, the Service, and the 
<^ Enjoyment of their God; or of improving those, 
f^ i^ho ai^ already reduced. 

f^ O^mayiUi have that blessed Influence on the Person 
«^ whosoavef. he be, that is now reading these Lines^ 
<< and all who may read or hear them ! Let not my 
:<f . LORD, be wigty, , if I presume to ask. That, however 
<^ weak and contemptible this Work may seem in the 
.«< Eyes of the Children of this World, and however 
<< impprfect it really bo, as well as- the Author of it un- 
" wojthy, it 'may neyeftheless tine before^ Thee; and 

<« through 

(l) S Chros. vi. 30i 
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Chap. 1« Succea of Mi Work^ 11 

<< throiigh a diTine Power, be mighty to prodvce the Rise 
^^ and Progress of Religion in the Minds of Multitades 
^^^in distant Places, and in Generations jet to come! 
<< Impute it not, O tros, as a culpable Ambition, if 

.<^ I desire', that whateTer becomes of my Nume, about 
^^ which I would not lose one Thought before Thee, 
<< this Work, to which I am now applying mjcself inThj 
<^ Strength, * may be complasited and propagated far 
<^ Abroad : that it may reach to those that are yet unborn, 
^' and teach them Thy JViom^ and Thy Praise^ when die 
^^ Author has long dwelt in the Dust : That so when he 
<< shall appear before Thee in the great Dky of final 
<* Account, his Joy may be increa^, and his Crown 

/^ brightened, by Numbers before unknown to each 
*^ other, and to him ! But if this Petition be too great to 
'^ be granted to one^ who pretends no Claim, but Thy 
<^ Sovereign. Grace, to hope for being fayoured with the 
<^ least, give him to be in Thine Almighty Ifand, the 
<^ blessed Instrument of converting and saviog 07i^ Soui: 

^ *^ And if it be but oncy and that the weakest- and meanest 
<^ of those who are capable of receiving this Address, it 
^^ shall be most thankfully accepted as a rich Recompence 
^^ for all the Thought and Labour it may cost ; and though 
<^ it should be amidst a. .thousand Disappointments with 
*^ Respect to others, yet it shall be the Subject of im« 
'* mortal Songs of Praise to Thee, O blessed God, for 
^ and by every Soul, whom, through the Blood cf Jesus 
*' and the Grace of ThySpirit^ Thou hast saved ; and ever- 
^^ lasting Honours shall be ascribed to the Fatheri^ to the 
<* Son'y and to the H^y Spirit , by the innumerable Com^ 
^^ p^y of Angels^ and by the General Assembly and 
*' Church of (hi^ First-born in Heaven. Amen." 



CHAP. 
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It Many' wrc Careless Sinnets^ Chap. ^. 



CHAP. 11 



The Careless Sinner awakened* 



> i« 



Jt is too supposeahl^ a Case thai thisTreadse may come into 
such HandU: §', 1, % Since many, not grossly vicious j, 
fidl under, thai Character. §.3,4. A more particular 
Illustration of. this Case^ with an Appeal to the Reader^ 
uhether it be not his ozon. §. 5, 6. Expostulation uith 

: such; ^, 7 — 9. More particularly. (1.) From ac* 
knozclcdged Principles^ relating to the Nature of GOD y 
his universal Presence, Agency, and Perfection, §. 10 
. — 1% (2.) From a .Viczo^ Personal Obligations to him^ ^ 
%. 13. (3.) From the Danger of this Neglect, uhen conm 
sidcred in its Aspect on a future State. §.14. An Ap* 
peal to the Conscience, as' already convinced. §. l5.Tran» 
sition to the Subject of the next Chapter. §. 16. The 
Meditdtion of a Sinner, tcho having been long thoughts 
less begins to be awakened.- 

§. 1. QHAMEFULLY and fttally as Religion is 
i^ neglected in the Wprld, yet blessed be Goo 
it has some sincere Disciples; Children of Wisdom^ bj 
\^'hom, even in this' foolish and degenerate < Age, it is 
justified (a) ; -who^ having by Diyine (iracc, been brought ' 
to the Kiiowledgc of GOD in Christy have faiilifullj de- 
voted their Hearts to him, and by a natural Gousequence 
are devoting their Lives to his Service. ' Could I be sure 
this Treatise would fall into no Hands but theirs, my 
Work would be shorter, easier, And plcjisanter. 

§- 2. But among the Thousands that neglect Reli- 
gion, it is more than probable, that some of my Readers 
may l>e included : And I am so deeply affected with their 
unhappy Case, that the Temper of my Heart, as well as 
the proper Metliod of my Subject, leads me ia the first • 

Place 
' .. (a) Matt, ix. 19. 
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" Cliapl 2. zcAo are not grossly vicious. 1$ 

Place to address myself to such; to apply to every ono 
of them : and therefore to you^ O Reader, whoever you 
arc, who may come uQder the Denomiii$itioii of a carC'* 
less Sinner. ■ ^ . 

§. 3r Be notj I beseiech yon, s^ngry ^t the Name, 
The Physicians of Souls must speak plainly, or they may 
fuurder those whom they should cure. 1 would make 
no harsh apd unre^nabte Supposition. I would charge 
you with nothing more, than is absolutely necessary to 
convince you, that you are the Person to whom I s,pcak. 
I. will not, therefore, imagine yon to be a prophane and 
abandoned Profligate* I will not suppose, that you aU 
low yourself to blaspheme God, to dishonour his Name, 
hy customary Swearing, or grossly to violate his Sabbath^ 
or commonly to neglect the Solemnities of hi^ publiq 
Worship ; I will not imagine that you have injured your 
Neighl>ours, in their Lives, their Chastitjr, or their Pos- 
sessions, either by Violence, or by Fraud ; or that yors, 
have scandalously debased the rational Nature of Man, 
by that vile Intemperance, which transforms us into the 
worst kind of Brutes, or something beneath thoi|), 

§.4. In Opposition to all this, I will suppose, that 
you believe the Existence and Providence of God, and' 
the Truth of Christianity, as a Revelation . from Ilim ^ 
Of which, if you have any Dpubt, I must desire, that yon 
would immediately seek your Satisfaction elsewhere^. 
I say, immediately ; because not to believe it, is in Ef- 
fect to disbelieve it ; and will make your Ruin equally 
certain, though perhaps it may leave \\. less aggravated, 
than if Contempt and Opposition had been added ict 
Suspicion and Neglect- But supposing you tp be a no- 
minal Christian, an^ nqt aDeist, or a Sceptic; I will 
also suppose your Conduct among Men to be r\oi only 
blameless, biit amiable ; aqd that they who know you 
most intimately, roust acknowledge, that you arc just 
and sober, hutfifine ai}d Courteous, compassionate and 
• C Jii?cralj 

• In s«ch a Case» 1 btg Leave to refer the ftejidcr to my. Three 
Siermons, oa the Evidence of ChrisUanifif ; and the last of the. Ten oi^ 
t^e Poieer and Grace of Christ ; in which he may see the hitherto 
UDfihaken Foundations <tfmy own Faith, in a ibpft, and, I hopc,^ % 
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H An Appetd to the Header CJiap. 2« 

liberal : iTet with all this, you mpy lack that one Thing 
(h) on which your eternal Itappluess depends. 

^5. I beseech you. Reader, whoeTer you are, that 
you'would now look seriously into your own Heart, and 
ask it this one plain Question ; Am I iruhf Religious? 
I3 the Love of God the governing Principle of my Life ^ 
Do I walk under a Sense of his Presence ? Do I con* 
verse with him from Day to Day, in the Exercise of 
Priayer. and Praise ? And am I, on the Whole, making 
his Service ray Business and my Delight^ regarding him 
as my Master and my Father ? 

§.. 6. It is ray present Business only to address my- 
self to the Person, whose Conscience answers in the Ne^ 
gative. And I wojild address with equal Pl^nness, amt 
equal F^eedoip, to High and Low, to Rich and Poors. 
To you, who (as the Scripture with a dreadful Propriety 
expr>Dsscs it), //r(? without GOD in the JVortd (q} I and 
while in Words and Forms, yon own GODy deuif him. 
in If our Actions (d) and behave yourselves in the main, 
(a few exticrrial Ceremonies only excepted,) just as yoit 
M'ould do,^ if you believed, and were sure, there isas no^ 
GOD. Unhappy Creature, whoever you are! ^ypnr 
own Heart condemns, you immediately ; and how much, 
more that GOD who is gt^ater than T^ur Hearty anct 
knoweth all Things (e). He is in Secret (f ) as well asiit 
Public; and ^ords cannot express the Delight, with, 
which his Children converse with him alone: But in &<^. 
crct you acknowledge him not ; you neither pray to him, 
nor praise him, in your R-etirements. Accompts,. Cor- 
respondencies, -Studies may oft<^ bring you into your 
Closet; but if nothing bu^ Devoticm were to,b6 transact- 
ed there, it would be to you quite an. Unfrequented Places 
And thus you go on from Day to Day, in >i continual 
'Forgctfulness of God ; and are as thoughtless about Re-; 
ligiou, as if you had long since jdemonstrated it to your*^^ 
self, that it was a mere Dream. If, indeed, you are sick, 
you will perhaps cry to God for Health ; in any extreme 
Danger, yoji will lift up your Eyes and Voice for Deli- 
verance : But as for the Pardon of "Sin and the other 
Bidssings of the Gospel, you arc not at all inwardly soli- 
... citoua 

(b) Marie X. 21. (c) Eph. ii. 19. (d) Tit. i. \9. - 

(e) lJohniu.20. (f) Matt.vi,6. 
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Chap. S» whether he be not Careless. 15 

eitous about them ; though you profess to beliere that the 
Gospel is Dhrine, and the Blessings of it eternal. All 
your Thoughts, and all your Hours, are dWided between 
the Business and the Amusementa of Life : And if now 
and then, an awful ProTidence, or a serious Sermon or 
Book, awakens you, it is but a few Days, or it may be 
a few Hours, and you are the same careless Creature 
you ever were before. . On the whole, you act, as if yo« 
w«F6 resolved to put it to the venture, and at your pAvii 
Exprtice to make the Experiment, whether the Cofise* 
quena^ of neglecting Religion be indeed as terrible, as 
its Ministers "and Frien^ have represented. Their Re^ 
monstrances do indeed sometimes force tiiemselves upon 
yoU) as (considering the Ago and Country in which yoa 
]lve,J it is hardly possible entirely to avoid them ; butyoa 
have, it may be, found out the Art of Isaiah^s People^ 
HenHngio Aeor, ^^ ^^^ understand; and seeing to see^ and 
not perceive: Your Heart is^ zoaxed gross^ your E^ei arc 
' dosed^ and your Bars heavy (g). Under the very Ordi* 
dances^ of Worship, your Thoughts are at the Ends of 
the Earth (h). Every Amusemeni of tiie Imagination is 
welcome if it may but lead away your Mind from so 
Insipid, and so disagreeable a Subject as Religion. And 
probably the very last Time you were in a worshipping 
Assembly, you managed, just as you would have done, if 
you had thought God knew nothing of your Behaviour ; 
or as i( you did not think it worth one single Care whe« 
ther he were pleased or displeased with it. 

§. 7. A.Ias ! is it then come to this, with all your Be*, 
lief of Go0, and Providence, and Scripture, That Re^ 
Hgionis not worth a Thouglit! That it is not worth one 
Hour's serious Consideration and Reflection, ^^ What 
*' GOD and Christ are; and vrhs^t you yourselves wie^ 
^^ and what you must hereafter be ?" Where then are 
all your rational Faculties ? How arc they employed, or 
rather, how are they stupiiied and benumbed ? 

%. 8. The Certainty and Importance of the Things of 
which I speak^ are so evident, firom-'thc Principles which 
you yourselves gradt, that one might almost set a Child 
or an Idiot to reason upon them. And yet they are neg. 
leetcd by ^ose, who are grown up to understanding, 

C2 and 

(I) Isa. vi. 9, la. Qk) Prov. xvii. 24. 
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16 Expostulation with the Careless^ Chap. S. 

and perhaps some of them to such Refinement of Un* 
derstanding, (hat they would think themselves greatly 
injured, If they were not to be reckoned among the Po« 
liter, and the more Learned Part of Mankind. 
' %. fi. But it is not your Neglect, Sirs, that .can destroy 
the Being or Importance of such Things as these. It 
may indeed destroy yqu^ but it cannot in the least affect 
them. Permit me, therefore, having 4)een myself awaken- 
ed, ib come to. each of you, and say, as the Mariners 
did to Jqtjahj while asleep in the Midst of a much less 
dangerous Storm, What meanest thon^ O Steeper 9 Arise 
and call upon thjf GOD (i)» Do you dotibt as to tho 
Reasonableness, or Necessity, of doing it ? IwUldemandf 
and answer me (k) : Answer me to your own Conscience^ 
sis one that must, ere long, render another Kind of 
Account. 

§. 10. You own, that there is a GOB : And weH 
you may. For you cannot open your Eyes but yon 
must see the evident Proofs of his Bang, his Presence^ 
tind his Agency. You behold him around you in crerf 
Object. You feel him within you, if I may so speak^ 
in every Vein, and in every Nerve. You see, and you 
feel,' not only that he hath formed you with an cx« 
qulsit^k Wisdom, which no mortal Man could ever fully 
'explain or comprehend, but that he is continually 
near youj wherever you are, and however you are 
employed, by Day or by Night; in him 7jou live and 
movej and have j/our Being (1). . Common Sense will tell 
you that it is not your own Wisdom, and Power, and 
Attention, that causes yx)ur. Heart t0 beat, and your 
Blood to circulate; that draws in, and sends out. that 
Breidh of Life, that precarious Breath Of a most uecer^ 
tain Life, that is. in yoi4r Nostrils (m). These Things 
are done when you sleep, as well as in those waking 
'Moments, when yon think not of the Circulation of 
the Blood, or of the' Necessity of Breathing, nor s« 
much as recollect that you have a Heart and Lungs. 
Now what is this, but the Hand of God, perpetually 
supportiug and aetuatiog thpse curious Machines that Ho 
has made } 

^. U. Nor 

' (0 Jonah I. 6, (k) Job xxxViIi. S. 0) Acts tvii. 2& 
^ <mV'l8al. ii. S«. ' - 
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Chapv ^» /rom the Cafe and Presence of GOD. 1 7 

%. lU Nor is Hb Care Hmlted to you; liut if you 
look ail around you, far as your View can reach, you* 
see it 631 tending itself on every Side : And Oh how 
iriuch farther than you can trace it ! Reflect on the Light 
arid'Heaiy which the Sun every where dispences! on the 
Air which surrounds all our Globe, on the right Tem- 
perature of which the Life of the whole Human Race\ 
depiendsf and that of all the inferior Creatures which 
dwell on the Earth. Think of the suitable and plenti. 
f ul Provision made for Man and Beast :' the Grass, the , 
Grdn^ the Variety of Frufts, and Herbs, and Flowers ; , 
every Thing that nourishes us, C¥er^ Thing t^t delights 
us ; and say, whether it do not speak plainly and loudly, 
that our Almighty IVJakcr is near, and that ho is careAil 
of us, and kind to us. And while all these Things pro. 
daim Mi^ Goodness^ do they not also proclaim his Pozcer ! ' 
For what Power has any Thing comparable to that, 
which famishes out •those Gifts of Royal Bounty; and 
whit;h, unwearied and unchanged, produces continually 
fratn Day to Day, and from Age to Age, such astonish, 
ing atrd magnificent Effects over the Face qf the whole 
Earth, and through all the Regions of Heaven ! 

%. 12. It is dien evident, ^hat GOD is present ^ pre- 
sent with' you at this Moment; even GOD your Creator 
and Preserver, GOD the Creator and Preserver of the 
Hrhole vii^ible and invisible World* Artd is He not pre- 
sent as a most observant and attentive Being ^ He thai 
farmed theE^e^ shall not He see ? He that planted the Ear^' ' 
skatl riot lie hear ? He that teaches Man Knozdedge^ that 
gives him his rational Faculties, and pours in upon Ms 
ttpiming Mind all the Light it receives by them, shall 
not He know (n) ? He who sees all ihc Necessities of his 
Creatures so seasonably to provide for them, shall He 
not see their Actions too; and seeing shall He not judge 
them? Has He given us a Sense and Discrimination of 
what is good and evil, of what is true and false, of what 
is fair and deformed in Temper and Conduct; and* has 
He himself no Discernment of these Things? Trifle 
not with. yoarXonsdencey which tells you at oace, 
that He judges of it, and approves or coodemns, as it 
k decent or ia4econt> reasonable or unreasonable; and 
• that' 

(o) Psalm xoh*. 9, 10, 
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that the Judgment ivhieh he passeS) is of iafinite Im. 
poriance to all his Creatures. 

%. 13. And now, to apply all this to yt>ur own Case, 
let me seriously ask you, Is it a decent and reasonablo 
Thing, that tiiis great and glorious Benefactor shouM: be 
n^lected by his rational. Creatures? by those, that aie 
capable of attaining some Knowledge of him, and 
presenting to him some Homage ? Is it decent and tea* 
sonable. that he should be forgotten and neglected by 
^u ^ Are you alone of all the Works of his Hands, for* 
gotton or neglected by him? Oh Sinner, &oughtIess 
a$ you ar0, you cannot dare to say that, or even t6 think 
it. You need not go back to the helpless Days of youf 
Infancy and Childhood, to convince you of the contrary* 
You need not, in order to this, recollect the remarks 
able DeliTerances, which, perhaps, were wrought oilt 
for you many years ago. The Repose af the last Night, 
the Refreshment and Comfort- you have reoeired ihm 
Day; yea, the Merdes you are recdiving this Tiery Mo« 
ment, bear Witness to him ; and yet you regard hint 
not. Ungrateful Creature that yon are ! Could you have 
treated any* Human Benefactor thus? Could you hare 
lK>rne to neglect a kind Parent, or any generous. Friend, 
ithat had but a few Months acted the Part of a Parent to. 
you ? to have taken no Notice of him, while in his Pre* 
sence ; to have returned him no Thanks ; to have had 
no Contrivances to make some little Acknowledgment 
for all his Goodness ? HmMn Nature^ bad asm is, is not 
fallen so low. Nay, the Brutal Nature is not so low as 
this. Surely every Domestic Animal round you must 
shame such Ingratitude. If you do but for a few Days 
take a little kind Notice of a Dog, and feed him with 
the Refuse of your Table, ho will wait upon you and 
Jove to be near you ; he will be eager to follow you from 
Place to Place, and when, after a little Absence, yon 
return Home, will try hy a thousand fond tr^ansported 
Motions, to tell you how much, he rejoices to see you 
again. Nay, Brutes^ fa.r less sagacious and apprehen* 
sire, have some Sense of our Kindness, ^and express it 
after their Way : As the blessed God condescends to 
observe, in this very View in which I mention it, Tha 
dull Ox kfiQzcs his Oanery and (he stupid Ass his Master's 

Crib; 
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Chap. S. and'f/*om the Viem ff ufkdure State. l^ . 

Crib (o) : What lamentaMe Degeneracy therefoTC is if, 
that j^ou do 714^ kn0w^ thiat^aa, who hafe been nulhberod 
Among Gob's professiitg People^ do not^ and Mill not 
consider T^wrnumherlessXyhllgMons to him. 

§, 14* Surely, if yoti have any Ingenuity of Tem^ 
per, yon must be ashai^ed and grieved in the Review : 
But if you have not, give me Leave farther to expostulate 
with you on this Head, by settiirg it in something of a 
diH^rent Light. Can you think yourselves safe, while 
you are acting a Part like this ? Do yon not in your 
Conscience believe tfiere will be a future Judgment? 
Do yon not believe there is an invisible and eternal 
World ? As professed Christians we all believe it ; for 
it is no controverted Point, biit displayed in Scripture 
tvith so clear an Evidence, that subtle and ingenious 
Si8 Men are'ln Error, fhey have not y^t found out a Way 
to evade it. And believing this, do you not see, that 
while yon are thus wandering from Gon, Destruction 
and Misery Are in your Ways (p) ? Will this Indolence 
and Negligence of Temper be any Security to you f 
Will it guard you from Death ? Will it excuse yoit from 
Judgment? You might much more reasonably expect, 
that shutting^ your Eyes would be a defence agaipst the 
Rage of a devouring Lion ? or that looking another Way 
should secure your Body from bdng pierced by a Bullet 
or a Sword. When Gon speaks of the extravagant 
FoUy of some thoughtless Creatures, who would hearken 
to nd Admonition now, he adds, in a very awful Man«. 
nor : In tke^ latter Day they shall consider it perfectly (q); 
And is not this applicable to you? Must you not sooner 
or later, be brought to think of these Things, whether 
you will or no? And, in the mean Tim^ do you not 
certainly know, that timely and serious R^ection upon 
them is, through Divine Grace, the only Way to pre- 
vent your Ruin ? 

* §. 15. Yes, Sinner, I need not multiply Words on ^ 
Subject like this. Your Conscience is already inwardly 
convinced, though your Pride may be unwilling to own it 
And, to prove It, lefc nie ask you one Question more : 
Would you upon any Terms and Considerations what*, 
ever, come to a Resolution absolutely to dismiss all far* 

thcr 
(o) Isai. i. 3. (p) Rom. Hi. lo! (q) Jen xxiii. 20^ 
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so ITie. MpdiiiUion t>f a Sinner^ Chap. ^ 

ther Thought of Religion^ and all Care about it, from 
this pay and liirur, and to abide by the Consequences 
of that Neglect ? I belierc, hardly any Man living, 
irould be bold enough (o determine upon this. I believe^ 
most of my Readers ^ould be ready to tremble at the 
Thought of it. ^ 

§. 16i But if it be necessary to take these Things int^ 
Consideration at all, it is necessai-y to do it quickly ; 
for Life itself is not so Very long, nor so certain, that m 
^visc Man should risque much upon its Continuance. 

And I hope to convince yoUj jvhen I hare another 
Hearing, that it is necessary to do it immediately i and 
that next to the Madness of resolving, You will not think 
vf Religion at all, is that of saying, You wUl' think 
of it hereafter. In tke mean Time, pause on the Ilintu 
-which have been already given, and thc^ will prepare ^ 
you to receive what is to be added on that Head. 

The MEDiTAt-iON of a Sinner, tchp zsas once thoughtless^ 
.' but begitis to be auttkcned* 

<« A WAKE, Oh my forgetful Soul, awake from 
J^jL *^ these wandering Dreams. Tiirn thee from this 
^* Chace of Vanity, attd for a little while be persuaded 
*' by all thfese Considerations, to look foricdrUy and to 
*^ look upzcafdy at Peast fbr a feW Moments. Sufficient 
*^ are the Hours^ and Days, given to the Labours and 
** Amusements of Life. Grudge not a short Allotment 
*^ of Mliiules, to view thyself and thine own more im- 
^' mediate Concerns ; to reflect who, and what thod 
*' art; how it comes to pass that thou art here, and 
<' what thou m\i5t quickly be ! 

*' It is indeed, as thou hast seen it now represented j 
^« Oh my Soul! Thou n,rt the Creuture of GOD; form^ 
<' cd and famished by Him, and lodged in a Body, 
<^ which he provided, and which He supports; a Body 
*' in which He intertded thee only a trausitory Abode* 
*' Oh, thirik how soon this Tubernticle must be dissolved 
*• (r^, and thou must return to GOD (s). And ^hall 
^' He, the Oftc, Infinite, Etwnal, jfiver- blessed,* and Ever* 
glorious Being, shall He be the least of all regarded by 

thpe? 
(r) 2 C»r. T. I, (9) ^ccles, xiU 7, 
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^^ tliee? Wilt thou Hv« sa.iid die irkh this Ghartcter, 
*^ sa§/ing^ hy every Action of every Day^ unto QGD*^ 
*^ Xkpartfr^m mejforldeme not the Knowledge efThg 
*« Wa^s(t)} The Morning, the Day, the &eDiiig, the 
" Night, every period of Time has its Excuses for this 
^^ Neglect. But Oh, my Soul, what wilt these Excuses 
^^ appear, when examined by his penetrating Eye! They 
^* may delude -me: but they cannot vtripose on Him* '\ 

'^ Oh Thou injured, neglected, provoked Benefactor! 
<^ When I think j but far a Moment or two, of all Thy 
<^ Gi-eatoess, and of all Thy. Gtiodness, I am. astonished 
*' at this Insensibility, MrBich. hath prev^led in (mine 
^^ 'Heart, and even still prevails. I 6/k^A and am eom^ 
'' founded to lift up mjr Face before Thee (u)* On iht 
^' most transient Review, I see, that I have plained the 
*^ Fool, that jf have erred exceedingly (x). And yet this 
** stupid Heart of mine would make its having neglected 
.<^ Thee so long, a Reas6n for 'going on to neglect 
^^ Thee. I own it might justly be. expected, that wifh 
*^ Regard to Thee, every oaie of Thy rational Qreatares 
^f should be all Duty and Lbve : That each Heart should 
*^ be full of a Sense of Thy Presence.; abd that a Care 
** to please Thee should swallow Up every other XJanr. 
^ Yet thou hast not been in all m^ Thoughts (y) ; and 
^^ Religion, the End and Glory of my Nature, has been 
*^ so strangely overlooked, that I have liardly ever se- 
*^ riousy asked my own Heart, what it is, — I know, if 
"** Matters rest here, I perish, and yet, I feel, in my 
*^ perverse Nature, a secret Indisposition to pursue thci^ 
^' TJioughts: a Proneness, if not entirely to dismiss 
<^ them, yet to lay them aside for the present. My 
<^ Mind is perplexed and divided; but I am sure, Thou 
*' who madest me, knowest what is best for mcv I there* 
*^ fore beseech Thee, that Thou wilt, for Thy Name^s 
^^ sake^ lead me and guide me (z). Let me not delay, till 
'^ it is for ever too late. Pluck me as a Brand out qfthe 
*' Burning (a)* Oh Jbreak tliis fatal Enchantment that 
<^ holds do^n my Affection to Objects, which my Judg* 
^^ ment comparatively despises! And let me, at length, 
^' come into so happy a State of Mind, that I may 

« not 

(t) Job xxi. 14. (x) 1 Sam. xxvi. 21. (z) Psal. kxx\. S, 
•(u). Bzr. ix. 6^ (y) FsaJ. x. 4. (a) Amos W. 11. 



Digitized by 



Google 



it ^ Med&aHdn of un Ovcabsned Sinner. Cbtfp. ^ 

*^ not be alhdd to ihidk ^f Tliee, and of myself ; atfcl 
f^ may not be ten^tM to wish^ th&t Thou litidsrt not 
*^ iti&de me, or that Tiiou conldst for ev^fr forget me ; 
<^ that it may fiot lie my best Hope, to jfkeri^h like the 
<« Brutes. 

^^ If what I shall farther Iread here, be agreeable i6 
^* Truth and iUasan; if it be ealcHlatcd to promote my 
'« Happitiess, and is to be regaarded as an Ind^aiioQ ot 
« Thy Will and Pleasure to me; Oh God, let me 
4^ hear aad <*ey! liBt Y*c fVords of % Servant^ nhen 
f^ pleadiBg tiiy Cause, be Hke Goads to pieriGie into my 
^^ Mintl ! and let me rather feel, and smart, than die ! Let 
.<< them be a9 Niuh fastened in a sure Plaqe (b) ; That 
^^ whatever Mystek'ies are as yet unknown, or whatever 
^^ Difficulties fiierc be in ReligioD, if it be necessary, t 
<« may not finally nf^lcct it ; and that if it be exptedieht 
^^ to attend immediately to iU I may no longer delay 
<« that Attendance! And, Oh let Thy Grace teach me 
^f the Lesson, I am so slow to learn ; and conquer that 
*< strong OpposiHonj Vrhich I feel in my timtt^ against 
« the very Thought of it! iT^ar these broken Cries, for 
^' the Sakfc oi Thy Son, who has taught and saved manj 
". a Creature, as untractable as I, and can out of Sioiies 
*^ Tuise up Cididren unto Abraham (c)! Amen." 

(h) £cck jcil. 11; (c) Matt iii. 9, 
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CHA.P. III. 

Tbe Awakened Siimer urged to immediate Con^i^ 
deration^ and cautkmed against Delay. 



Sinners when awakened, incUntd to Sismiss Convictions 
for thepr&sent ,§. 1. ,-4w imm^ijtiaff: Regard to Religion 
urged* %. 2. (i.) From the Excellency aiid Pleasure of 

" the Thing itself, %. 3. (2.) From the XJncertdinty qf 
that, future Time on which Sinners pr-esume^ compared 
with the sad Consequences of beirtg cufoffin Sin, §. 4. 
(3.) From the ImmutttbtUty of GOD^s present t)emands, 
'\, 5. (4,) From the Tendency which Delay has^ to maTcei 
a Compliance with these Demands more difficult than itts 
at present. §. 6. {5.) \From the Danger ofGOD*swith» 
drawing his Spirit') cb mpated with the dreadful Vase of d 
' Sinner giveh up byit^ §. 7. Which is probably now the 
Case of many, §.8* Since therefore, on the whole, whatm 
ev6r the Event be, Delays must prove Master ofjjarken^ 
* tation^ §. 9. The Chapter concludes with an IRxhoria^ 
tion' against yielding to them : §. 10, And a Fray& 
(tgainst Temptations df that Kij(id, 

4* 1. T HOP£ mjr last Addresa so fur atraketied tte 

X Gonyictions of reLj' Reader, as "to Ining him ib 

£m Pmrpose, '^ That some Tiine pr o^her he ^otdd^ai. 

^^ tend to Rd%ioas Considekadoas*" BatgvvtB torn Leave 

to ask earnestly and punctiialiy^v ^^ When that shall be ?»' 

Go thy Wmffor tkds Time, mtd at n more convementS^a^ 

san I.vidll sendsfor thee, <was^.i^v.Lai]|raiige^3 maihi^km 

Huia, of unhappy Felix (a) when heireinbted'uiider the 

Beasojaib^s and Expostulations 'of the \A.p^stie» OThh 

•■'".;". ■ : . ■ . . ^l • Tediftkt 

(a) Acts xxiY, ?5. 
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m IiAmt^a^ Ml^gard to Religion urgid. Chap* $^ 

Tempter presamed ttot to urge, Theit he should gire up 
all Thoughts of Repentance and Reformation ; but only^ 
that, considering the present Hurry of his Affairs (as no 
Doubt they were many,) he should defer it to a longer 
Day. The i\Jtifice succeeded, and Felfx was undone. 

§. 2% Wilr^ow, Reader, dismiss me thus? For your, 
own Sake, and out of tender Compassion to your perish- 
ing immortal Soul, I would not willingly take up with ' 
such a Dismission and Excuse, ^o, not though you shall 
'fik a i*ime; though you shall determine on ihe next Year^ 
or Moijih^ or Wieek^ t)r Dmf^ I would turtt upon you, 
with air the Eagerness and Tenderness of friendly lm» 
portunity, and in treat you to bring the Matter to an 
^ Issue ere» now. For if you say, .'' I will think on these 
*< Things To^morroKj^ I shall Have but little Hope; and 
^hal! conclude, That alt that I liave hitherto urged, aUd 
all that y6u have read, hath been oifered and viewed 
in Vaih. 

/ §. 3. ^Vhcn I Invited you to the Care and Practice 
of Religion, it may seem strange, that it skould be ne- 
cessary for me affectionately to pjead the Case with you, 
in order, to your immediate Regard and Compliance. 
■ What^^I au^ inviting you too^^ in 

itseff, so well worQiy the Dignity of our rational Na- 
ture, 60 suitable to it, so manly, and so wise, that one 
would iinaginej you should take firje,. as it ,were, at the 
"first hearing of it; yea, that so delightful a View should 
presiuitly possess your whole Soiil with a Kind of Indig. 
nation against yourself, that you pijrsucdll ho sdoper. — 
" May I lift up mine Eyes and my Soul to Go^d ? 
^' May I devote myseirto Him ? May I even note com- 
<^ ^mence a Friendship with him; a Friendship, which 
A^ shall last for ever, thfe Security, the Delight, th^ 
^' Glory of this immdrtai' Nature of mine ^" And shall 
J dkraw l^ack and say, <^ Nevertheless let me iiot ■ coin^ 
^< mencethle Friendship too soon: hot me live 4t least 
*< ai few' Weeks of a few Days longer, wi^ut GOD 
'^ in the World^*^ Surely it would ,be much more rea- 
fliNiaUe to n^oirttiiawanl, ^and sauy^ ^^.Ohvmy ^Soul, on 
^^ what: Tile Husks hast thou been feeding^ while thine 
•^: \Ucmfeinil^ Fatiker. hsm been forsaken, an^^ iiiju«ed 2 
i^^Ui'l iesire to multiply the Days of my Poverty, 

. , "my 
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Bliap. 3i from the Vncetiatniif of Ufc. W 

*^ my Scandal, and my Misery?" On this Pttniriiilcy 
surely, an immediate return to God should in ail Roa« 
son be chosen ; rather than to play the Fool tmy longer^ 
and td ga on a little more to displease Gob, ftndUierebjF 
to starve and to wound your own Soul ? cren though your 
Continuance in Life were erer so certain, and your Cav 
pacity to return to God. and your Duty ever so entirely: 
in your own Po^er, now, and in every fu tare Moment^ 
thrpugh Scores of Years yet to come. 

§.4. But who, or what are You, that you should 
lay your Account for Yearsy or for Months to come? > 
What is your lAfe ? I« it «ot even as a V^ipmrj thri^ 
uppearath for a littU Time^ and then vanishsth anay^h) ? 
And what is your Security, or what is your peculiar 
Warrant; that you should thus depend upon the Cer^ 
fainty of its Continuance ? and that so absolutely, as to* 
TCnture, a» it were, to pawn your Soul upon it B Why 
will you perhaps say, ^^ I am young, and in all my 
^^ Bloom and Vigour: I see Ilui^reds about me, who 
^^ are more than double my" Age: ai0 not a Few of. 
(< them, who seem to think it too soon to attend^«!^ 
^* Hgion yet?"-^You Tiew the Living, and y^iT tall); 
thus* But I beseech you think of the Dead. Aetucn in 
your Thoughts, to those Graves in wluch you have left 
some of your young Companions, and^our Friends. You 
saw them awhile ago gay and iM^re; warm with Life^ 
and Hopes, and Schemes., And some. of tb.em would 
have thought a Friend s^ngely importunate, that shouUl 
^af^. interrupted th^ in their Busineify. and their P|ea« 
siircs, with a solemn Lecture on Qeath and fiteroity. Y^t 
they vc^ve then on the very Borders of; both. You have 
since seen their. Corpses, or at least their Coffins; and 
probably carried about with you the Badge9 of Mourn- 
Hig, which you received ^t their Funerals. Those once 
vigorous, and perhaps, beautiful Bodies of tlietrs,<iwwt 
Ue mouldering in thje Dust ; as senseless, and helpless, as. 
the most iecripid Pieces of Human Nature^ which. Four* 
score Years ever brought down to it, Afid,what is ifi«*< 
finitely more to be regarded, their Souls, whetbsr proii^ 
pared for this great Change, or thouglitless of it^ have 
made- their Appearance before Goi>j and ure ftt this 
* Moment 

(b) Jam, Iv, 14, 
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iff The dreaeffid Ci^e of Dying unprepared. Chap. fL 

Moment, fixed either in Heaven, or in Hell. Now let 
sie serimisly ask you,' wonid it be miraculous, o^ would 
U be strange, if such an Eyent should bcfal you ? How 
99t-jovk snre, that some fata! Disease shoald^noi this Day^ 
begin to work in your Veins ? How are yon sure, that 
you shall ever be capable of reading or linking any more, 
if you do not attend to what yon now read, and pursuit 
Die Thought which, is now ofi^ering itself to your Mind?^ 
This sudden Alteration may at least possibly happen ^ 
and if it does, it will be to you a terrible one indeed. 
To be thus surprized into the Presence of a forgottca 
Gon, toi be torn away, at once, from a World, to 
which yonr whole Heart and Soul has been rivetted ; s 
World, which has engrossed all your Thoughts, and 
€ares, all yonr Desires and- Pursuits ; and be fixed in a 
State^ which you never could be so far persuaded to^ 
thhok of, as to spend' so mucK as one Hour in senou$ 
Preparation for it: How must you even shudder ait ^e 
Apprehension of it, and with what Horror must it fill 
jouf It seeins Mattel* of Wonder, that in such' Gir. 
c«mstances, yon are not almost distracted with thie * 
Thoughts of the Uncertainty of Life, and are not even 
veady to die for Fear of Death. To trifle with Qt<m 
any longer, after so solemn an Admonition as this^ wonld 
Ite a Circumstance of additional Provocation^ which^ 
after aH the rest, might be fatal : Nor is there any. Thing 
you can expect in such a Case, but that he shonfd cut you 
off immediately, and teach other thoughtless Creatures^ 
by your Ruin, what a hazardous Experiment they makey 
when they act as you are acting. 

§. 5. And vFill you, after all, run this' desperate 
Risqne?' JFor^hat imaginable Purpose- can you do ith 
De you thkik, the Business of Religion will' become less 
necessafy or more easy^ by your Delay ? You know that? 
it' wiU not. Yon know that whatever the blessed Goi> 
demands nowj he will also demand Twenty or Thirty 
Years hence, if you shonid live to see the Tinie. Go& 
ha^ ^xed the Method, iii which he will pardon and ac- 
cept SIhners, in his GospeK And will he ever alter 
flrat Method? Or if he will not, can Men alter it?' 
You like not to think of repenting, and humbling yonr^ 
•df before Gob, to receive Righteousness and life from 
,-. . ' Ms 
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Cfi^p. 3.* Belitif wUl mate the Wirk more D^fieuXt. 2? 

his free Grace in Christ ; and yo^ aboye all dislike the 
Thought^ of retiiming to Giab ia the Ways of Holy 
Obedience. But will He ever dispense with any oi 
tftese, and j^blish ai^new G^ispeF, with Promises of Life 
^nd SajTatioot to mpemient unbdie^ittg Sinmrs^ it the^ 
will but cull themselves Christiansy and submit to a few 
exiernal RUes? How long, do you think^ jq^ might 
wait for such a Change in the Constitution of Things ? 
You know, Deat^ will come, upon you ; and you cannot 
but know in your own Conscience, that a general Dis« 
solution will come upon the World, long before GOD 
cm thus deny himself ^ and contradict ^1 his Perfections, 
and all his Declarations. 

^» 6. Oc if his Demands c^atinue the same, as the/ 
assuredly wiU, do you think, any Thing, which is now 
disagreeable to you. In them, will be less disagreeable . 
boresif ter^ than it is at present ? Shall you love to sin less, 
trhen it is become more habitual to you, and when Con. 
science is yeX more ei^feebled andilebauched? If yoa are 
running with the Footmen SLtidfaintrng^ shall youbeable/o 
contend tsith the Horsemen (c) ? Surely yon cannot imagiad 
It. Yon wouhl not say, in any Distemper which threat, 
ened your Life, " I will stay till I grow a Uttle z&orse^ 
V and then. I will apply to a Physician; i will let m^ 
^ Disease get a lOtle more woied Ia my Vitals, and theo- 
^^ I will try what can be done to remove it.'* No, it i» 
only where the fjife of the Soul is concerned, that Men 
think thus iv'Mly i The Life and Health, of the Body ap. 
pear too precious, to be thus trilled away. 

§. 7. If after such desperate Experiments joit are ever 
fecovered, it itiust be by an Operation of Divine Graco 
on your Soul^ yet more powerful and more wonderful 
in Proj^ortton to the increasing InTctoracy of y'Our Spirit 
tu^l Maladies. And can you expect^ that HxQlIqlif Spirit 
$hould be more read^to assist yau^ in. consequence of your 
having so shamefully trifled with him, and affiponted^ 
Irim? He is now, in some: Measure, ipoiring on your 
Heart : If you fed any secret Reientings in it upon whatf 
you read, it is a Sign you are not yet utterly forsakeSk 
But who can tell, whether these are not the last Tbtichns 
he vfML efesc.gire- to. a Heart so long hardened* against 
w him ? 

. . - (c) . Jer. zii. f . 
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him I IVho can tell, but God may this Day szcem^ m 
bis Wrath thai you shaU not enter into his Rest (<J) ? I 
have been telling yon, that you may immediate^ die. 
Yon omn it is- possible you* may. * And can you tMakW 
any Tiling more terrible I Yes, Sinner, I will tell you 
of one Thing more dreadful than immediate Death and 
immediate Damnation. The blessed Goo may say, '' As 
^' for that wretched Creature, ^ho has so long trifled 
^< inth me, and provoked me, let him still 'Uve: Let 
<' him live in the Midst of Prosperity and Plenty: Let 
" him live under the purest, and most powerful Ordi-, 
^} nanees of the Gospel too ; that he may abuse them, 
^^ to aggravate liis Condemnation, and die nnder sevoa^ 
S^ fold Gnilt, and a sevenfold Cur^^l will no^ give 
^^ him the G^ace to think of hb fl^^ for one sMoug 
^•^ Moment more ; but he shall go STirom bad to wWse,- 
^' ^filling Up the Measure of his Iniquities^ till Death and 
^^ Destruction seize him in an' unexpected Hour, and 
'l^^FrathsCome upon him in the uttermost (e)." 
' §4 8. You thii^k this an nncommon Case: ^Bnt I 
fear it is much otherwise. I fear there are few Congr&« 
gations, where /the Word of God has beea< failhfulljr 
preached, and where it has been long despised, ospecially 
by those whom it had once awakened, in which the Eye 
of God do^ not see' a Number of such wretched Souls | 
though it is impossible for us to pronounce upon the 
Ca« who they are. 

. |. 0. I pretend not to say, how he will desd mihsfouj 
Oh Reader ; whether he will immediately cut you off, 
or seal you up under iinal Hardness and Impenitency 
of Heart ; or whether His Grace may, at length, awaken 
you to consider yonr Ways, and return to Hin,'even 
when your Heart is grown yet more obdurate &aa it 
if at present* For to his Almighty Grace nothing is 
' liard^ not even to transform a Rock of Marble into a 
Man and a Saint* But this I will confidently say. That 
if you delay any longer, the Time . will come when yOu 
will bitterly repent of ihsd Delay; and eitlier lament it 
before God in the Anguish of your Heart here, or curse 
your own Folly ani Madness in Hell; yea, when yon 
will wish, that, drepdliil as Uell is,, you had;rait}ier fallen 

int« 
(d) Heb. Hi. 1§, * (e) ^ Thcss. ii. 16, 
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Chap. 3k A Prajfer againai being tempted to Delay, M 

into it sooner, th^ have lived in the Midst of so many 
abused Mercies^ to reader the Degree of your Punish^ 
ment more insupportable, and your Sens^ of it more eXi* 
quisitely tormenting; 
■%. 10. I do therefore earnestly /exhort you, iti the 
Name of our Lord Jesus Christy and by the Worth, and, if 
I may so speak, by the Biood of your immortal arid perish^ 
ing Souly that you delay ttot a Day, or an Hour, loiigar. 
Far frdm giving Steep to your Eyes^ or Slumber to your 
Eyelids (f), in the continuibd Neglect of tius important 
Concern, take mthyou^ emu %o^, fVordsj and turn unto 
the IX) RD (g) ; and before you quit the Place where 
you now are, fall upon your Knees in His Sacred Pre* 
smice, and ]^our out your Hear^ i^ such Language, or at 
least to such Purpose, as this : ^. 

yt PnAYEE/or one^ who is tempted to delay Applying to 
Religion, though under some VomiCtions ^fits import* 
anee* 

^^ f\PL Thou Righteous and Hc^y^o^ereign of Hea. 
\J <^ Ten and Earth! Thou ^OD^ in.whose Hand 
^^ my Breath island whose are ail my Ways (h) ! I con* 
^^ fess, I hare beep far from glorifying Thee^ or conduct* 
*^ iiig myself according to th&r^-xntimatiQns or the Dc. 
^' claraUoufi of Thy Will. I KaV^ therefore Reason to 
'^ adore Thy Forbearance and Goodness, that Thou 
<rhast not long since stopped my Breath, and cut me off 
'' from the Land of thcMoing. I adore Thy Patience, 
^' that I have not JVtbnthf and Years ago been an Jnha. 
<* bi^ant of Hell, whe/^ Ten Thousand delaying Sin-* 
<Vners are now lameating their Folly, and will be la* 
<^ mauting it for erer. But Oh pon, how possible is 
<^ it, that thii trifling ^eart of mine may, at length, 
^^ betray me into the same K^n ! and' then, alas, into a - 
<^ Ruin aggravated, by all thi^ Patience and Forbearance 
<* ofThinS! I a;n convinced, that sooner or later. Re*- 
^ ligion must be^ ray serious Cai'e, or I am undone. And 
*^ yet'Xny foolish Heart draws back from the Yoke; 
<* Yv'fc 1 stretch myself upon the Bed of Sloth, and cry 
^^ OT^t for a tittle more Sleepy a Utile more Slumber, a 
D '^ litth 

(f) Pjfov. %\. 4. (g) Ho$, ai^v. %, (h) Dan. ▼. %n. 
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$6 A Prayer for one under Conoidionsj Chap, 1. 

'^ UUle more folding of the Hands to sleep (i)^ Thiis^ 
*^ docs? my corrupt Heart plead for its own Indulgence, 
'^ against the Connctions of my better Judgment, What 
^^ shall I say? O Lord, save me from mj^selfl Save me 
^f from the Artifices and Deceitfuln^Bss of Sin f Sare ra« 
^' from the Treachery of this perrerse and degenerate 
'^ Nature of mine, and fix upon my Mind what I hare 
^' now been reading ! 

^' O* LoRDj I am not now instracted in Truths, 
" which were before quite unknown. Often have I 
" been warned of the Uncertaitity of Liffe, and'of thti 
** greater Uncertainty of the Day of SaLlvatioiirAnd I 
'^ have formed some lighf Purposes^ and have-begun to 
^^ take a fewarresolute Steps in my Way t<^wards a Re- 
^' turn to Thee. But alas, I have been only, as it~ 
*^ were^ fluttering about Religion^ .9XiihtiT& neyet ^xed 
" upon it. All my Resolutions have been scattered 4ike 
^' Smoke, or dispersed like a clotidy Vapour before 
^' the Wind. Oh that Thou wouldst now bring these 
" Things home to piy Heart, with a more powerful 
" Conviction than it hath ever yet felt ! O that Thou 
'* wouldst pursue me .with them, even when I flee from 
'^ them ! If I should ever grow mad enough to endeavour 
" to^ escape them any more, may Thy Spirit address mc 
" in the Language of effectual Terror; and add all 
" the most powerful MethocTs, which Thou knowest t6 

V be necessary, to awaken me from this Lethargy, 
'^ which must otherwise bo mortal! May the Sound of 
" th^e Things be in mine Ears, uhen I go out^ and 
" zi'hen' I come irty Tschen I lie dozen j and when. I rise 
'* up (k)! And if the Repose of the, Night, and the 
*' Business of the Day be for a while interrupted by the' 
'* Impressfoil, belt so, O God! if I may but thereby 
" cai^ry oh my Bdsirtc^sf wiilh Thee to better Purpose, 
'• and at length secure a Repose in Thee, instead of all 
'^ that Terror which I now find, when / think upon 
" GOD, amlamtfoubhd(l). 

V ^^ O Lonii, mtf Flesh trembleth for Fear of Thee^ 
^^ and I am afraid of Thy Judgment (tn). I am afraid 
'-^ lest even now, that I have begun to think of Religion,' 

"Thou 

(i) Prov; vi. 10. (k) Deul. vi. 7. (I) P«al, Ix^l^vH. S. 
(m) psal. cxix. I20. 
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<^ Thou shoijildst cut me off in this critical and import 
^^ ant Moment, before my Thoughts grow to any Ripe* 
^^ ness; and blast in eternal Death, the first Buddings 
^^ and Openings of it in my Mind. But Oh ipare me^ 
^' I earnestly intreat Thee ; for Thif Mercies* Sake, spare 
** me « little longer! It may be through Thy Grace, I shall 
** return. It may be, if Thou continuest Thy Patience 
^.i. towards me a little longer, there may be some better 
<^ Fru^ produ<;ed by this Cumberer of the Ground (n)« 
<^ And may the Remembrance of that long Forbearance^ 
<^ which Thou hast already exercised towards me, pre- 
<^ vent my continuing to trifle' with Thee, and with 
^^ ihy own Sovll From this Day, O Lord, from this 
^' Hour, from this Moment, may I be able to date 
<^ more lasting Impressions of Religion, than hare CTer 
^^ yet been made upon my Heart by ail that I have eter 
}^ vead^ or all that I haye heard ! Am€n.*\ 

(a) Luke xiii. 7, 9. 
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chap: IV. 



The Sinner arraigned and conyicted. 



Conviction of Guilt necessary, §. \. A Charge of Rebellion 
against GOD advancedi §. 2- Where it is shewn, (1.) 
That all Men are born unto GOD^s Laiu:. §. 3. (2.) 
That no Man hath perfectly kept it, §. 4. An Appeal to 
' the Reader's Conscience on this Heady that he hath not» 
§. 5. (3.) TTiat to have broken ity is an Evil inexpressibly 
great. §.6. Illustrated by a more particular Viezo of the 
Aggravations of this Gjiilt, arising y [1.] From Knoxo* 
ledge. §. 7. [2.] From Divine Favours received. §. 8* 
[5-] From Convictions of Conscience overborne. "§• ^T^.] 
From the Strivings of GO D^s Spirit resisted. §. 10. [5.] 
From Vozcs and Resolutions broken. ^. II. The-Charge * 
summed upy and left upon the Sinner^ s Conscience. §. 12» 
The Sinner^ s Confession under a general Conviction of 
Guilt. 

§.1. ^ S I am attempting to lead you to trucRelL 
.^ljL gion,. and not merely to some superficial 
Form of it, I am sensible I can do it no otherwise, than 
in the Way of deep Hiuniliation* And therefore, • sup- 
posing you are persuaded, through the Dlrine Biessiag on 
vhat you hare before read, to take it into Considera. 
tion, I would now endeavour, in the first Place, with all 
the Reriousness I can, to make you heartily sensible of your 
Guilt before Goo. For I well know, that unless you 
are convinced of tliis, and aifecied vwith the Convktion, 
all the Provisions of Gospel Grace will be slighted, and 
your Soul infallibly destroyed, in the Midst of the noblest 
Means appointed for its Recovery. I am fully persuaded 
4h»t Thousands U?e and die \n a Cgurse of Sin, without 

/ feeling 
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feeliogtipon ^eir Hearts any Sen$e that they are Sin* 
ners; though they cannot f^r Shame, but otrn it in 
Word$. And therefore let me deal faithfully with youi ' 
though I may seem jto deal roughly^;' for Complaisance is 
not to give Lav to Addresses in which the Life of your 
Soul is concerned. 

. §. 2. Permit me, therefore, O Sinner, to consider 
myself at this Time, as an Advocate for GOD : as one 
employed in His Name, to plead against thee, a^d to 
charge th.ee with nothing less, than being a Rebel^ anci 
a Traitor^ against the SoTereign Majesty of Heaven and 
Earth. However thou mayest be dignified or distii^guished 
among .Men ; if the nobliest Blood run in thy Vc^ns ; 
if thy Seat were among Princes, and thine Arm w<»r« 
the Terfor ^(hc Mightif in the iJand of the Living (a) ; it 
wo.uld be necessary, thou shouldes^t be told, and told 
plainly, TA^w hust broken the Lazo of the l^ing of Kings y 
and by the Breach of it art become obnoxious to I{i$ 
righteous Condemnation. 

, .§, 3, Your Conscience tells yqu, that you were born 
ihe natural Subject of Goi^ ; born under the indispensi^ 
ble Obligations of His Law. For it is most apparent, 
that, tlie jConstitution of your Rational Nature, which 
. makes you capable qf receiving Law from Gon, binds 
you to obey it. A^d it, is equally evident and certain, 
that yon have npt exactly obeyed this L^w; nay, that 
you have violated it in many aggr%v;ited Instances, 
. 4. .4. Will you dare deny this? \yjll you dsire to as* 
sert your (irnpcence ? Rcmen^ber it must be a complete 
Innocence; Yes, and a perfect Righteousness tpo; or it 
can stand yon in no stead, farther than to prove, that, 
though a con^einned Sinner, ygu are not quite so crimi. 
nal as some others, and will not have quite so hot a Place 
in J{el| as they. And when this is considered, will you 
plead Nfit (xuiltif to the Charge * Search the^Rpcords 
of your own Conscience; for Gpn searcheth them; 
Ask it seriously ; ^^ Have you never |n your Life sinned 
^^ against God?'' Solomon declared, that in his Day 
there vpas not a just Man upon Earthy who did Goody 
an4 sinned f^ot (b) : And the ApoUle Vaul^ fhaf all ha4 
sin^edy and come short of the Glori/ of GOD (c) ; that 

both 
{») Ezcjt, xtxih 27. (b) Eccks, T^f 90, (c) Rom. iii, S9. 
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S4 The manff Instances of his 4 fansgressingiL Chap. 4« 

both Jews and Crenfiies^ (which you know, compre- 
bended the yrhole Human £lace,)'«rfre all under Sm (d). 
And can you pretend any imaginable Reason, to belieTe 
the World is grown so much better shice their Days^ 
ihat any should now plead their own Case as an Excep* 
lion? Or will you, however, presume td arise in the 
yaee of the Omniscient Majesty of Heaven, atid say, / 
am the Man ? 

§. 5. Supposing, as before, you have been free from 
ihose gross Acts of Immorality, which are so pernicious 
to Society, that they have generally been punishable 
by Human Laws; can you pretend, that you have not, 
Jn smaller Instances, violated the Rules of Piety, of 
Temperance, and of Charity ? Is there any one Person, 
who has intimately known you, that would not be able 
io tt^iify^ you had said, or done somethcDg amiss ? Or tf 
others -could not convict you, would not your own Heart 
do it? Does it not prove you guilty of Pride, of Passion, 
of Sensuality ; of an excessive Fondness for die World, 
and its Enjoyments ? of murmuring, or at least of .se« 
cr^tly repining, against God, under the Strokes (of his 
afflicting Providence ; of misspending a great deal of your 
Time; of ^bu^ing the Gifts of God's Bounty, to vain, 
if not (in some Instances) to pernicious Purposes; of 
mocking Him, when you have pretended to engage' in 
his Worship, drawing near to Him with your Mouthy and 
your Lips y uhUeyour Heart has hetn far from Him{e) ? 
l>oes not Conscience condemn you of some oneBr^ch 
©f the Law at least? And by one Breach of it^yovi are 
in a Sense, a scriptural Sense, become guilty of all (f ^ ; 
and are as incapable of being justified- before God by 
any Obedience df your' own, as ify6u had committed 
Ten Thousand Oft'cnces: '©ut, in Reality, there ak'e 
Ten lliousand, and more, chargeable to. your-afccount. 
When you c6me to reflect' on aU your Sins of Negit;. 

f*^ence, as well as on those of Commission ; on all the 
nstanccs, in which you hv^ye failed to do Good^ when it 
was in the Power of ^our Hand to do it (g) ; 'on all the 
Instances, in which Acts of 'Devotion have 'been omit;, 
ted^ especially in ^secret ; and on all those Cases -in^whick 

:a \ ,you 

(4) Romi iiit 9t (e) Isai. xxix. 13. (f ) Jam, U. 10. 
(g) trov. iii. 27. 
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you have shewn a stupid Disregard to the Iloiloyr of 
God, aud to the Temporal and Eternal Happiness of 
your Fellow-Creatures ; When all these^ I say, are re- 
viewed, the Number will swell beyond all Possibility of 
A ccount, and force you to cry out. Mine Iniquities arc 
more than the Hairs ofm^ Head (h). They will appear 
in such a Light before you, that your own Heart will 
charge you wlfh countless Multitudes; and how much 
;nore then that GOD who is greatet* than your Heart, and 
Icnoz^eth all Things (i)* 

§. 6. And say, ^Sinner, Is it a little Things that you 
Jia?e presumed, to set light by the Authority of the Goo 
of Heaven, and to rioiate llis Law, if it had b^en by 
mere Carelessness and Inattention? How much more hei- 
nous, therefore, is the. Guilt, when in so many Jn^ances 
you ha?e done it knowiogly and wilfully ? Give me 
Leave, seriously to a«k you, and let me intr<&at you to ask 
your own Soul, Against whom hast thou niagnijied thj/^ 
self? Against whom liast thou exalted thtf Fpice (fc), oc 
Mfted up thy rebeUJQus Hand? on whose Law,. Oh Siu- 
ner, hast thou presumed to trample ? and whose Friend- 
ship, and whose Enmity hast thou thereby dared to af- 
.front? Is it a Man like thyself, that thon has insulted^ 
Is it only a Temporal Monarch ? Only one, who mn. 
kiU thy Bodily and then hath no more that he can Jo (I) ? 
Nay, Sinn^, thou wouldst not haye dared to treat a 
Temporal Prince, as thou has treated the King Eter* 
nal, Immortal^ And Invisible (m). No Price could haye 
hired Ihee, to deal by the Majesty of an Earthly So- 
vereign^ as thou hast dealt by that GODy before whom 
the \6'^r2«^c^ and Seraphim are continually boxoing: 
Nx>t one opposing or complaining, disputing or mur. 
muring Word is heard among all the Celestial Legions, 
when 4he .Intimations o( His Will are publish^ to - 
theo^.. And who art thouy Oh wretched Man? uko 
art thoti^ that thou Wouldst oppose and provoke a 
GOD of infinite Power and Terror, who needs but 
exert one single Act of His Sovereign Will, and thou 
art in a Moment stripped of every Possession 5 cut off 
from Qr^xy Hotpe^ destroyed and rooted up from Exist. 

ence, 

(h) Ptol. xh 13. (i) 1 Jerhn iil. 80. (k) 2 Kings xix. S«. 
(l)LukexU.4. (m)lTim.i. IT. 
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eiice, if that were Ills Pleasure; or, wh^t is inconceiTabljr 

« vroTsej consigned oyer , to the severest and most lasting 
Agonies ? Yet, This is the God, whom thpu hast oU 
fended; whom thou hast aflfronted to His Face, pre^. 
suming to violate His express Laws in His viery Presence : 
Th|s is the God, before whom thou standest as a con. 
tricted Criminal ; convicted not of One or Two parti* 
cular Offences, but of Thousands and Ten Thousands ; 
of a Course and Series of Rebellions and Provocations, 
in which thou hast persbted, more or less, ever since 
thou wast ))orn : and the Particulars of which have been 
attended with almost tjery conceiyable Circumstance of 
Aggravation. Reflect on Particulars ; and deny the 
Chargeif you can. 

§ 7. If Knowledge be an Aggravation of Guiiiy thy 
Guilt, O Sinner, is greatly liggravated! For thou wast 
horn in EmanuePs Landy and God hath written to thee the 
great Things of His Law yj^i thou heist accounted them m 
strange Thing (y^)* Thou hvLstknozcn to do Good^andUast ; 
not done ft (o) ; and therefore to thee the Omission of it 
tias been Sin indeefl. Hast thou nof fcnotefp ? Hast thou not 
iieard(^) ^ Wast thou not early taught the Will of God, 
}n thine infant Years ? Ilast thou not since received re* 
peated Lessons, by which it has been inculcated again 
and again, in public and in private, by preaching and 
reading the Word of God ? Nay, hath not thy Duty 
been in some Instances so plain, that even without any 
instruction at all, thine own Reason might easily have 
inferred itj? And hast thou not also been warned of the 
Cbns^quenees of Disobedience ? Hast thou not knozsn the , 

'righteous Judgment of GOD, that tliei^ tcho commit such 
Things are wort hi/ of Death (q) ? Yet thou hast, perhaps, 

. Ttot only done the same, but hasf tqken Bleasuri in those. 

'tfiat do Mrm; hast chosei^ them for thy most intimate 
Friends and Companions; so as thereby to strengthen by 
the' Force of Kxample and Conwrse^ r/zc {lands of ea^ 
other in your Iniquities. 

§.8. 'Nay more, If Divine Lorie and Mercy be any 
A^avation of the Sins coipmitted against it, thy 

- Primes^ O Sinner, are heinously aggravated. Must 

thou 

(n) Hos. Yiil, 1?, (0) Jam. iv. 17, * (p) I&ai, xl. ^, 
(q) Jlom. i. ^, 
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thou not acknowledge It, O foolish Creature and unwise f 
Hast thou not beeii nourished and brought up by Him asHis 
Chiid, and yet hast rebelled against Jlim (r) ? Did not 
God take you out cf the Womb (s) ? Did He not watch 
over you in your infant Days^ and guard yon from a 
Multitude of Dangers, which the most careful Parent or 
•Nurse could not hate obserTed, or Warded off? Has He 
not given you your Rational Powers ? And is it not by 
Him yon hate been favoured witb every Opportunity of 
improving them? Has He not every Day supplied yon;r 
Wants, with an unwearied Liberality ; and added, with 
Respect to many who will read this, the Delicacies of 
Life to its necessary Supports ? Has He not heard your 
Cry J tchen IVauble, came u^pon you (t) ? and frequently ap- 
peared for your ^Deliverance, when in the Distresses of 
Nature you have called upot Him for Help ? Has He not 
rescued you from Ruin^ when it seemed just ready to* 
swallow you up ; * and healed your Diseases, when k 
seemed to all about you^ that the Residue pf your Dc^ . 
zoas cut off in the Midst (n) ? Or, if it hkd not been 
so, is not this long continued and uninterrupted Health, 
which yon have enjoyed for so many Years, to be ac« 
knowled^ed as an equivalent OliDgation ?• Look xound 
npon all your .Possessions, and say, What <me Thing have 
you in the World, trhlch His: Goodojess didnot give yon^ 
and which it hath not thus far preserved to yon? Add to 
all this, the kiud* Notices of His Will, whiich He hath sent 
.you? the teoder. Expostulations which He hath u^with 
you, to bring you to a wiser and a better Temper; :and the 
Discoveries and gracidus Invitations ^f Ills 6r04;pe/, wiiich 
you have heard, and which you hiveliaiphiedt andrtheh 
say, whether your Rebellion has not beem aggravated 
by the vilest Ingratitude, and whether that Aggvavatiok 
can be accounted small ? : .• ' i 

§.9. Again, if it be any Aggravation) of Sin to he 
committed against Conscience j thy -Crimes, O Sinn^i^ 
h^vc been so aggravated. Consult the Records of it.^ 
and then dispute the Fact, if you can. T%ere is a Spirit 
$n Man^ and the 'Inspiration of the Alniigh/y giveth kim 
Understanding (w) ; and that Understanding wjjlact, ai^ 
< • i ■ y :*^ useoret 

(r) Isai. i. 9» (s) Ps^l. xxif. 0, (t) Job. xxvii. 9. 

(u) Psal. cii. §4. isai. jixxviiif 10, »« (w) /ob)Kxxii. 8^ 
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ft secret 'ConYiction- of being acGouUtable to ks Maker 
«iid Pceserrer^ 4c inseparable from the Actings of it. U 
Is .«asy to. object to Haman Remonstrances, and to gire 
Things faise Colourings before Men; but the Heart o& 
ten condemnd, while the Tongue excuses. Have yau 
not often found it so 2 Has not Canscienee remonitmtfMl 
flgainat yaa« :past Conduct^; and have, not th^se Remoib- 
gtrances been y^ty painful' jfcofo ! I have boea assured by a 
tjrentleaiBflKof undoubted Credit^ that nvhen he was in the 
^ursui^t of all the gayest Sensualities of Life, and was 
reckoned one xtf the happiest of Monkkid, he has seen a 
Dog come into tlie Room where he was among his merry 
Campanions, .and has groaned inwardly and said, '' Oh 
f' thatil iiad been that Dog /" And hast tJiou, Sinner, feU 
Wothipg like this ^ Has thy Conscience been so sfupified^ 
90 seared ztith a hot Iron, (^x)^ that it has never cried oat 
«f any of the fVioIences-wJiich have been done it? Has 
^ never warned thee of the fatal Consequences of if hat 
;thou hast done In Opposition to it? Tiicse Warnings are 
in Effect, the Voiee of GOD; they are the Admonitjoiis 
.which He gave thee by His. Vicegerent in thy Breast. And 
.when His, Sentence far thy evil Works is executed upon 
Itfaoe m eveirlasting De^tB, tfaon ! sbalt hear tiia^ .Voice 
speaking ^oitdiee. again, in aloudcr Tone, ^and a severeor 
Recent than before :» And) thou .shalt be tormented with 
<its= Upbtmdin0 through Etermhfy because thou wodldst 
isot, in ?VtA6, h^arkien to its Admonitions, 
« §. . 10. Lei me add . further, Jf it be - any Aggrava* 
•fioji^ that Sin has been committed after GOD has been 
moving by Ms "Spirit oa the Mind, surely your Sin- has 
ibeen attended ^wfth^ that Aggravation too. Under . the 
lMasme,Dispeaf^kiiiony dark and'iniperfect as it ivas, tfiB 
£pirits^i$te tsiihi^e Jews; ehe Stephen c6n|d not have 
charged it upon them, that through all their Generations, 
*^y had /dapays resisted Him (y). Now surely we may 
^och more, reasonably apprehend, that He .strives .with 
pinners under the Gospel. And have you never expe. 
jrienced any Thing of this iKind, » e^on when there! has 
'been no extprnal Circamstance to awiiken you^ .nor an^ 
Ipious Teacl^er near you? Have you never . perctived 
^fome fecret Impulse upon your Mind, leading you to 

, ^. f : ' -•. . . • . H^'"^ 

. . <x) I TI9. tv. 9. . (y) Acts vii. 61'. 
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thmk of Riligioa^tirgtng yeu to an immediate Conndcnu 
tioQ of it, sweetly inTiting you to make Trial of tt, ani 
warning you, that yoaWquld lament this st«pid Negleet ? 
O Sinner, why were nort these happy Motions attended 
to ? Wlqr did you not, as if were, ^read out all the Sails 
of your Son], to^catch that heavenly^, that favonrahle 
Breeze? But you have carelessly neglcded it : Ybniiatfe 
OTerborne these kind Influences : Hoir rea'tonahle,Kthen 
might the Sentence h^^egmififoftfi in righteous Di^pkashi^ 
Ml/ Spirit shall no more strive (z). And indelsd^ i^faro^caA 
say, that itis not«/r^a%^a«e/or/A.^ If you feel ^no se- 
cret Agitation 'of Mind ; no Remorse, no Awakening-, 
while you read such a Remonstrdhoe as this,' tlnb-e n^ 
be Room, great Room to snspect it. >} * : 

§. 11. There is indeed on^ Aggra^Mtioii itiorej which 
may not attend your Guilt ; I mean^ that of being oon» 
mitied^ against' shlemh Covenant Engagements > A Ciircumw 
stanccf, which ^a$ Iain heary on the Consci^oes of matty^ 
who,* pi^rhips in the main Series of their liives, havfe 
served JGcjd with great Integrity. But let me calt yoa 
to thint^ ^o isikai is this owing ^ Is^it tnot, tha* ybu hai^ 
never persimally made any solemn Profusion df dcvpting 
yourself 'to' 'God at aJl? -^hav^ ^never^'ddnW^ miy Thfi^ 
-which liaS appeared to* vottr* b**^n Ap^l'ehertSion atf Acti^^ 
by which you mhde a \3ovenfi^t with Mtm ; 'thoiigh yoti 
liave heard so much of His C6v6nant; though you' hswtx 
fceen Vo solemnly and so tetiderly invited iirto it? Anid<iR 
this View, how monstrous must ih\9 Cireums^nce appear, 
which at fiirst was mentioned as someAUe^ation of Guilt r 
Yet I tiiust add, that you are tioI peVhapfe alto^^ther sb 
f reyf rom Gnift on this Hoadj^'as^yotfiiay'at^i'stimfatNe. 
"I will not insist bh the' Coy^ndhtv, %hith-yi)nfPan*ffe 
ihadc hi your Name^ when tiiey Aferoted yoti ib tron in 
'Baptism; though' it is teally 'a weighty Malfer*,- and by 
calJing yourself a Christian fon^ have ■ prof eJ»ed to o^ 
and ayow what they then did. But I would remind you^ 
of what may have been more pek^sonal and expres*^.' Has 
your Heart been, even from your Youth, hardened to so 
uncommon a Degree, that you have never cried to God ia 
any Season of Danger and IHlhculty ? And did you never 
SQingle Vows with those Cries ? Did you never promise^ 

thai 
(2) GcD, vi. S. • 
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ihat if God would hear and help' you in that Jjflour qf £x« 
tremity, jou would forsake yowr Sins, and serTe Rim as 
. long as you lired ? He heard and helped you^ or yon had 
not been reading these Lines; and by such DelWerance, 
did, as it were, bind down your Vows upon you; and 
tho^ore your Quilt in the Violation of them remains 
iiefdreHim, though you are stupid enough to forget them, 
I^otbing: is forgotton, nothing is overlooked by. Him; 
^nd (h^ Day j>wiil come, when the Record shall be laid 
bftfiMreffOu too. 

%^\i%. And now, O Sinner, think serionsly with thy- 
s€^, what Defence thou wilt make to all this ! .Prepare 
tliine Apology; call thy Witne!(ses; make thine Appeal 
from Him whom thou hast thus offended, to some supe* 
tiidit. Judge, if such there be. Alas, those Apologies are 
«o weak and. rain, that one of thy FelloWr Worms may 
.easily detect and confound them,; as I wUl endeavour pre* 
^ntiy to shew thee* But thy foreboding; Conscience al^* 
'ready knotv^s the Issue. Thoa art eonctc/<*^y convicted of 
^the most aggravated Offences. Thou hast not humbled 
4kike Heart J but lijieiupihyself against the LORD ofJIea^ 
rw(aji; and tf^ Sentence, shall c^n^e forth fromUisVresence 
.(b).; yhfunnhsiSi^^lated His kno.^n Lau>i thou hast desw 
jfd^diwi abused Ris nuip^i^l^JV/i^rcfiiM/ thou hast ap 
fronted Consfienee, fU^ Yicegesfiui in thy Soul ; thou hast 
resisted aM gfi0ved His t^pirittjkhcu hast trffled with Jlim 
In ^all thy pretended Submissions ; and in one Word, and 
.t^tllis OW99 ^f^^^ ^^^ '^^^^ ^^'^ Things f*^ Ihpu couldst(c)p 
Thousands aine, no doubt, already in Hell, whos^ Guilt 
vUevei} equalled ^hine; ^ndit is astonishing, that God has 
spared thee to r^4^>^ Hf^presentation of tliy C^e, or to 
roiake (tny Pat^ upoq it. Oh waste not so precious alVIo^ 
,n^ei»t, but enter, as attentively, and as humbly as thou 
-canst,: info those Reflections^ wh^chsuit a Caspso lament* 
able, and so terrible as thine ! . 

I',' (a) ban. V 82^ S3. ' (b) PwU. xvii.' 2. '(c) Jcr. iii, 5, ' 

•*•.;•! ' " ^) ( ^.. • - /. ! ' '- T 

The 
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The CoKr£3stON of a, Sinmr^ cantinced in general of 
hii Guili. 

^* g^ God ! fThou iryured Sovereign^ Thou all peoe^ 
.\J ^* trating and almighty Judge! What shall 1 lay 
^^ to this Charge? Shall I pretend f am wronged by it^ 
<^ and stand on the Defence in Thy. Presence ? I dare not 
** doit; for Thou knotcesi mjf Foolishness^ and none of m^ 
" Sins are hid from Tliec (d). My Conscience tells me^ 
*^ that a Denial of my Crimes would only increase them^ 
" and add new Fewel to the Fire of Thy deserred Wr4th^ 
^^ If I justify myself mine ovsn Mouth will condemn me^^ 
*^ Isay^ I am perfect^ it mil also prove me perverse(t)»Jfor 
^^ innumerableEvils have compassedme about : Mine Ini^^ 
^ ' ties have taken hold upon me, so that / am not able to hois 
^^ up: , They are f as I haiie been told iaThy Name^ 211O/10 
^^ than the Ilairspfmy Head^ and therefore my llfortfaik 
^' etb me (f). I am moreguilty^ than it is possible, for 
^^ another to declare or represent. 3fy Heart BpoakAmor*^ 
^^ than any other Accuser. And Jjiou^ IMRP, art 
* ^ much greater^ than my Uearly undknoxeest aU Thingi(g)* 

<^ What has my Lifp been but a Course of Rd^lUon ' 
^^ against Thee ? . It is not this or that particular Action 
^^ alone, I have to lament. Nothing has been ri^i in , 
^^ its Principles, and Views, and ^nds* M^ whole Sotd 
^' has been disord^cd. All my Thoughts, my Affections, 
^^ my Desires, my Pursuits, have been wretchedly jUia* 
<^ nated from Thee, I have acted, as if I had hated 
<^ Th(H5, who artvinfiiyitjBly theloreliest^of all Beiiigs; a« 
<^ if I had been contriviRg, how I might tempt Thee to 
<^ the uttermost, and weary out Thy Patience, marrellous 
*' as it is. MyAcfions.fiZse been evil ; my Wards yet moft , 
^^ evil than they ; and, O Blessed God, my Hearty how 
^^ much more corrupt than either ! What an inexhausted 
<< Fountain of Sin has there been in it! A Fountain of 
" Original Corruption^ whicli mingled its bitter Streams 
^^ with the Days of early Childhoqd ;. and which, alas! 
<( flows on even to this Day, beyond what Actiofis or 

^' IVords 

(d) Pial. Ixlj. 5. (e) Job \x. 20. (f ) Ftel. %\, 12. 
(g) I John ui. fOf . 
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4A • The..€on^$mn of a convinced Sinalet. CJiap. 4; 

<6 Words could express. I see this to hayebe^h the Case, 
<* with regard to what I can particularly survey. But 
«< ©h, how many Months, and Yc^-rsy haw I foi^tten t 
" concerning which I duly know this, in. the general, 
^« that they are much like those I can remember ; except 
^^ it be, that I have been growing worse andworse, and 
^- provoking Thy Patience more and more, though every 
M new exercise (rf it^was more and more Woncferfiil. 
J . « And how am I astonished, that Thy Forbearance U 
*f still continuM ? It is, becaUse Thou ^iiOO'D afulno't 
S^ Man (h). Had I^ a sinful Worm, been thus injured^ 
«,* I coukl not have endured it. Had; I hem a Pirinc^, 
i< I had long isinoe done Jusilcfe io mqr Reliel, wboi36 
^^ Crimes had borne but a distant Resemblance to mine. 
♦< Hild I been a. Parent, I had long since cast c^tbc un. 
^< grateful Child, who had made me 'such- a Return as 1 
^< have all my Life long been making to Thee, Qh Thou 
<*^ Faif^r of my Spirit f The Flame of ifAtuiral Affection 
<• :wou;hl have bedn extinguished; and his Sigtet, and 
^ 4iis very Name: wbuld have become hateful Ubto me. 
<*^ Wh/ tKeh', O jLOUD^ am I not ca*^ ontfrbm tkyPre^ 
** senee (V) ? 'Why am I not sealed Up under an irrever- 
" sible Sentence of Destruction! That I live, I owe to 
^* Thfne Indulgence. But Oh, if there be yet any Way 
. <* of Deliverance, if there be yet any Hope for so guilty 
<* a Creature, may It be opened upon me, by Thy Gospel 
•* and Thy Grace! And if any farther Alarm, Humilia- 
^* tion, and Terror, be necessary to my Security and Saf- 
** vatlon, mky I meet them, and bear them all! Wound 
^' w^ine Heart, O Lord, so that Thou wilt but afterwards 
•* heal it; and break it in' Pieces^ if Thoii wilt but at 
<^ length condescend to bind it up (k)," 

(h) Hot. xi. 9. (l) Jer. Hi. 3. (k) Uos. vi. 1. 
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CHAP. V.:. :;....: » 

The Sinner stripped of his vain Pleai. ^ ' 

3^j? VMtif ofihose'PteaswhichSinhers fnay fectetfy'corfjtde 
in^ so apparent^ that thetf toili be ashamed at last to meft^ 
tton them before GOD. §. 1, 2* Such cw, (1.) Thai they 
descended from pious Parlmts. 4- ^* {%) That the^ 
attended to the speculative Part of RtUgidn\ \. 4-. (ii.) 
'tiiat'theif had entertained so^e Notions. ^. 5. (4.7 
That thei/ kad£xpressed a zealous Regard to Religion^ (ft^ 
attended the outward Forms of Worship with those thejf 
apprehended the purest Churches. §. 6, 7. (5.) Thai 
they had been free frdm gtoss Immaralities* \i H. (6.) 
That they did not think the'Consequence ofndgtectingRel 
ligion would have been so fatal. §. 9. (7-) That thep 
cauldnot d» otherwise than they did. §.10. Conclusion^ 
§. 11. WUh the MedUation of a continced Sinner^ giv^ 
9ig up, his vain Pleas before GOD. 

§. 1. T%/rY la^t Discaiirsc left the Siti nor in a very 
JLvJL alarmiiTg, and a very |)itiable Circumstance^ 
a Criminal coTiricted at the Bar of God, disarmM of all 
Pretences to perfect Innocence and sinless Obedietice, and 
consequently obnoxioXis to thd Sentence ©f a bdiy »fjaw, 
which can make no Allowance for anyTrattsgreBBifen^no^ 
not for the least; but protiounces Death, and a Oursfr, 
against every act of Disobedience: IIqwv much more 
then against those numberless and aggravated Acts^ of 
Kebellion, of which, O Sinner, tll^". Conscience hath €oni 
iemmd thee before Odd? I Would hbpe^ some^f my 
ll<faders will logenuoui^ly fail ufldeV the 'GQ(iivictioft<| and 
hot think a£ making aiiy Apology : For sure! am^ that 
Kumbly to plead Guilti/ at the Divine. Bar, Is the mosl? de- 
cent, and, all Things considered, the most prudmt Thing 
that can be done in such an unhappy Circumstance. Yet 
I know the Treacheryj and the SelT-flattery, of a sinful 
and c6rr opted Heart. I know what JBcraw<?* it makes, 
aud hoW) wh«a it is driven from one Kefuge^ it ili^s to 

another, 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 TR^ Pka df Descent from pious Parents. Chap. 3. 

another, to fortify itself against full' Conviction, and \o 
persnade, not merely another, but itself, <^ That if it has 
^^ been in some Instances io brlamc, it is not quite so cri* 
'^ minal as was represented : That there are at least Con- 
'^ siderations that plead in its Favour, which, if they 
*^ cannot justify, will in some Degree excuse." A secret 
Reserve of this Kind, sometimes perhaps scarce formed 
into a distinct Reflection, breaks the Force of Convictionr, 
aad often prevents that deep Ilumiliation before God, 
which is the happiest Token of approaching Deliverance. 
I wtil therefore examine mto some of these Particulars ; 
and^f^r that Purpose would seriously ask thee, O Sinner, 
What thou faajst to offer in Arrest of Judgment ? What Pfea 
thou (»nst urge for. thyself, why the Sentence of GOD 
should not gd forth against theej and why thou shouldest 
not fall into the Hands of His Justice ? 

§; % But this I miu^t premise, that the Question is not, 
How tbon wonldst answer to me, 'a weak sinful Worm 
Ulus thyself, who am shortly to stand with thee at the 
same Bar : (The LOR D grants that I maiffind Merc^ of 
the lORDin that Datf) (a) ? But, what wilt thou reply 
to thy Judge? Wha^ couldst thou plead, if thou wiist 
now actually before His Tribunal ; where to multiply vain 
Words, and to frame^idle Apologies, would be but tq 
increase thy Guilt and Provocation ? Surely the very 
Thought of His Presence must supersede a Thousand of 
those trifling Excuses, which now sometimes impose on 
a Generation that are pure in their own E^esj though they 
0re not washed from their Filihiness (b) : Or while they 
are conscious of their own Impurities, trust in Words that 
cannot proJU (c), and iean upon broken Reeds (d), . 

^p 3« You will not, to be sure, in such a Circum» 
itance plead, ^* that you are descended from pious Pa* 
f* rents.** Th^t lyas indeed your Privilege ; and Woe be 
to you, that yon have abused it, and forsaken the GOD 
of your Faihef's (e)» Jshmael was immediately descended 
f#om Abraham the Friend of GOD ; and Esau was the 
8on of IsaaCf who was born according to the Promise: 
Yet you know they were both cut off from the .Blessing, 
to which they apprehended they had a Kind of hereditary 
, Claioi, 

(a) 2 Tim. I. 18. (b) Prov. xxx, 19. (c) Jcr. vii, 8. 
(d) Iiai* xxx\l 6. (e) g Chron. vif. 82. 
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Ciliap. 6\ t>r of eik ortJiodox Judgment^ voUl noi avail. 4S 

Claifi. You may remember that. 0tt*r LORD ddes not 
only speak of one wbo coidd call Abrakam Faiherj who. 
was tormenteH in Flames {f); but expfessljr decides, thajt 
many of the Ci^drenqftheKingdamshaUhe shut out of it; 
and when others come from iHe most distafnt Parts to sit 
dozen in it, shall be distiaguis&eJd frOm their CdtnpaAions 
in Misery, only by louder Accaits oif Lamentation^ and 
mote'tvLfims* gnashing of Tseth(g).' . 

^. 4« N6t will yon then presume to plead, ff that yoa 
< < had exercised yoter Thou^s alboat the ^cuiative Pari 
** ofRSiigioh.'* Foifto whaft 'End ^antlus serve but to 
increase your Condemnation! Siace yok Kar^ broken 
GoD^s Law, since youhave coD(tradicted the/most ^ybvious 
and apparent Obl^gatiohs of Religion, to haT^e enquired 
Into it, and argued upon it, is a Circumstance 'tiiat proves 
jrodr Guilt more audadotis* What? did you think Re- 
ligion was merely an Exercise of M^'s Wit, and the 
Amusement of their CttHdiityP If you argued about it, 
cm the Principles of common Seine, youmust have judged 
and proved it to be a practical Thing : And if it was so^ 
why did you not practise accordingly ? Youki^ew the par. 
ticular Branches of it : And mhy then did yoa not attend 
to every one of them? To have pleaded an unavoidable 
, Ignorance^ would have been the happiest Plea that could 
have remained for ydii : Nuy, an actual, though faulty 
Ignorance, would have beet^ some little Allay of your 
Gttiit. But if, by your oWn Confefi&ioii, yon h^reknozcn 
jfoitr Master"* 8 WtU^and have not done it , you bear Wit- 
ness against yoursolf,: that you deserve to be beaten with 
inam/ Str^s (h); ' 

§. 6; JNor yet again will It sttftce^ to sajr, <^ that you 
c« have had right Ncftiotf^'^hoth of 'the Doctfine$ and 
t^ the Precepts of Religion." Your Adi«)^tage for Prac^ 
Using it was therefore the greater': But understanding^ 
and acting r%htj can never go fqr the same Thing, 
in the Judgment of Gob, or of Man. In believing 
there is one GOD^ you have done well,* but the DevUs 
also believe and tremble (i). In acknozciedging Christ 
to be the Son of GOD, and the Holif Qm, you-have done 
xcell too; but you know the unclean Spirits made this* 

E very 

{f ) Lttke xTi, «*. U) Matt. viii. 11, U. (k) |j,^e xm^ 4T. 
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taery ortbo^bx^Gbnfeasion (k^ and yet they are resef^d^ 
in everlxisiin^ Chains^ undH^^Durkve^y unto iheJvdgtmnt^ 
(^ the:^reiia .D(^ (1);' And will you place any secret Coe» 
£iAence ifSL^tAaiif which might. be. plea4e<l by ithel&feraal 
Spirits, as \i'ell as by yoTi ? > - ^: > 

^. 6v But perhaps you. nay thinki.of pleading that 
^* you hare actually Jone something, in Religion.'*^ Ha?'* 
ing judged what Faith w^ "^e^Oiindei^t, and what Wor- 
ship the purest, ^t Vt)u. entered yourself into those Socie- 
^ iies^ wherei^suchtArtides ofJbfaith.were professed, and 
" such For-ms of .Worship: wvreipn&ctised; ^and among 
^ thos6 you'- hava similized yourfielf, by the Exactness 
^^ 0% your r AtteitdaQoe, by the Zeal with which yoii, 
^^ have espoused their Cause, and by the £arne»tnesa 
^' with which you have contended for such* Pdnciplea 
^^ and Practices." — ^O Stiiner, I much fear that this Zeal 
of thine, about tha Ciromnstantials ei Religion, will 
swell thinet Account, . rafhen ^thah be .allowed in Abator 
ment 6f it^ He that .seajnehfs iMoe .Heart, kno^s frost 
whence it arose, .and how far it .^tended. Perhaps, ^He 
sees that it was all Hypocapvi^; an artful Veil,, under 
which thou wast, carrying on thy mean ]>esigBa for this 
World; while the. sacred Names of Gon and Religioa 
were profaned and prostituted in the basiest Manner ; And 
if 5o,«Thou art cursed with a distinguished Curse, for so 
daring, an Insult on the DiTinoOmniacieniie, as well as 
Justice. Or perhaps the Ecme^tnes^^ with which you haiMS 
been contending far tMFaiihand Worship^ zehid^ was once 
delivered to the Saints (m),. or which, it is possible, you 
may have rashly concluded to be that, might be meret 
. Pride and Bittem^s or^Bpirit.: And all the Zeal you 
hare expressed might possibly, arise from a Confidence of 
your pwn Judjf^icai^t, from an impatience of Contradic. 
tion, or some se^crut Maijgnlty of Spirit which delighted, 
itself in condemning, and eTonJa worrying others; yea^ 
which (if I may be flowed the fbcpressionO fiercely prcyedl 
upon Religion^ as the Tyger upon the Lamb, to turn it 
into a Nature most contrary to its own. And shall this 
screen you before.the.Cres^ Tribunal ? shailit not rather 
^w^ken the Di^plea»ure, it is pleaded to avert? 

§. 7. But 

ik)'Lwkcm$4,4U *' (HJ JiiiVfmjBv <m) Jade, iwr. $• , 
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Chikp. 5.^ cr to urge the Works you hdte dbn4i 4^^ 

^ 7. But say, th^t this Zeal for Notions and I*^orms 
has been ever .so well intended^ and so far as it has gone^ 
eT«r so !vell conducted too ; what will that avail towards 
TJndlcatiRg thee in $& many Instances of Nejgligence and 
Disobedieace, as are recorded against thee in the Book of 
GOD'S RemembranceJt Were the Revealed Doctrines of 
the Gospel to be eames^y. maintained, (as indeed they 
ought;) and was the great practical Purpose for which 
they were retealed to be forgot ? Was the very Mintj and 
Anlse^ and Cummin to be tithed^ and Were the weightier 
Meaters qftlie Lazb to be omitted (n) ; even that Love to^ 
GOD^ whicfh is its^-*^ and great Command (o) ? Oh 
how wilt thon be able to vindicate even ^eJusteU Sentenai 

. thon hast passed on others for their Infidelity^ or for their 
Disobedience^ widiout hsmgxondemned out of thine owii 
Mouth (p) I ; 

%, 8. Will you! thon plead, ** your fair moral Chd^^ 

. ^* racfer, yiWir Works of Righteousness ^ and of MercijP* 
Had your CMbedience to the Law of God been complete^ 
the Plea might be allowed^ as likipartant and vaM. Bat 
I have supposed, and proved above, that Consa'ence testis 

Jies to the contrai»y i and you will not now dare to contract 
diet it. I add farther, lUd these Works of yours, which 
you now urge, - proceeded from a sincere. Love to Goo, 
and a genuine Faith in the Lord J(;sus Christ, you would 
^ot . have thought of pleading them, any otherwise than 
as an Evidence of j^onr IntereSt.in the Gospel Covenant^ 
and in the Blessings of it, procured by the Righteousness 
and Blood of r^c Redeemer : And that Fdith, had it 
been sincere, would have been attended- with such deep 
Humility, and with such solemn Apprehensions of th6 
Divine Holiness and Glory, that instead of pie>ading ^ny 
Works of your own before Go», you would rather haVd 
i nplored His Pardon, for the Mixture of sinful Imper^. 
fection attending the very best of them. Now, as you 
are a Stranger to this humbling and sanctifying Princia 
ple,'(which here^ in this Address, I suppose my Header 
to be,) it is^absolittely necessary you should be plainly 
mnd faithfully told, that neither Sobriety, nor Honesty j 
nor Humanity y .yy'iW justify you before f he Tribunal ot 
4crOD, when he laysJudgmeniio tlie Line^ and Righteousness 
. t- /■ ' ^ E2 .to 

• (n) Matt. xxUi. «3. (o) Matt* awli. 38. (p) Luke xit, 2«. 
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4B A Freedom from gross ImmSralitieSy C&ajk 6^* 

to the Plummet (q), and examines all year Actions, and 
all your Thoughts, with the strictest ScTerity. Yon 
hare not been a Drunkard, an Adiriterer, or a lU^ber* 
So far it is tcelL You stand before a righteoos God^ 
who will do yon ample Justice ; and therefore will not 
condemn yoa for Drunk^ness, Adultery, or Robbery; 
but you hsLve forgotten Him^ your Parent and your Be- 
nefactor ; you hare cast off*Fear and restrained Prater 
before Him (r) ; you have despised the Blood of His Son,, 
anid all the immortal Blessing that He purchased with 
k. For ^lis therefore are you judged, and condemned. 
And as for any Thing that has looked like Virtue* 
and Humanity in your Temper and Conduct, the Ex.'- 
ercise of it has in a great Measure been its own Re»* 
ward, if there were any Thing mor^ than Form and 
Artitice ih it; and the various Bounties of Diruie Pro- 
vidence to you amidst all yonr numberless Provocations,' 
have bcert a thousand Times more than an;Equivalenf 
for such defective and imperfect Virtues as these* Yoii 
remain therefore chargeable with the Gutlt .pf a Thou-r 
sand Otferices^ for which you have no Excuse; though 
there are some other Instances, in which you did not 
grossly oifendtf And those good Works, in which you^ 
hat6 !>^en so' ready to trust, will no more vindicate you: 
In His awful' Presence, ^than a Man's Kindness to his pooF 
Neighbours would be allowed as a IHea in Arrest of 
Judgment^ when he stood convicted of High Treason 
gainst his Prince. 

§. 9. But you will, perhaps, be ready to say, ^^ You 
" did not txpect all this : You did not think the Conse- 
^^ (juences of neglecting Religion would have been so 
<^ fuial.'' And why did you not think it f Why did you 
x>ot examine more attentively, and more impartially H 
Why did you suffer the Pride and FoBy of your vain 
Hearty to take up with such superficial Appettixtnces^ and 
trust the light Suggestions, of your own prejudiced Mind^ 
against the express Declaration of the Word of GOD ? 
Had you reflected on His Character, as tbe^preme Go^ 
pernor of the World, you would have seen the Necessity 
of such a Day of Retributroii, as we are idoW referring 
to« Had you regarded the Scripture, the Divine Author 

rity 
ifO Isai. Jixjiih 17. (r) Job xy, 4, 
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rity of whtch you professed to believe, cjery Puge might 
hkve taught you to expect, it. ^^ Y<}a- 4ifi ftot think' of 
^' Religion V* And of what wei'e jrou thiakiog, when 
you forgot or n^lected It ? Had y^ti tqo touch Emjrfoy- 
inent of ano^er KtndP Of wh^t Kin^, J )i>ese^€h y^ttf 
•What End coidd you propose by any Thing elie, of 
equal Moment? Nay^ with all your Engagements, Con- 
science will tell you, that there has been Seasons, when 
for want, of Thought, Time and Life have been a Bur-, 
then to you : yet you guarded against Thought as ao Ene« 
py, afid cast up (as it were) aipi I&trenchment of Ineon- 
sideratton around you 9^ every Side, as if it h^ jl^eea 
to defend you from the mo$t dangerous IiiTasion. 600 
knew^oE^ tsere thoughtless ; and therefore He s.eut you 
Lane upon Line^ an4 Precept upon Precept (s)^ in such plaiiji 
liaoguage, thajt }t needed no (p^enius or Study to un^ef. 
stalled fU He triied you too igrith ^Qictions,. fis^dl as 
ivith' Mercies, to awAken yi^u put of your fatal Lethargy ; 
iind yety zchen azcakenedy yoyi would lie. down again 
vpon the Bed of Sloth.' At^d now, pleasing as your 
Dreams might be, ^ou must lie down in Sorrow (t). Re- 
flection has at l^t overtaken you, and must be heard as 
^ Tormi^nt^r, ^ince it might not be heard as a Friend^ 

§• 10. fiut sqme may perhaps im^giue, that om(? im-^ 
port ant Apology is yet unheard, aqd that thep may bQ 
Koom to 'say, " Ybu w^re hjf the Neceniti/ of your JVW- 
^^ ture impelled to thosQ Thj^gs^ ^htch are now charged 
^' ujion you a« Crimes: whereas it was hot in your, 
f^ Pdtcef to have ayoid^d them, in the Circumstances iti 
f ' which yptt were placed." If this will do any Tl\ingy 
it i<ide(^ pron^ses ^0 1/0 much; so much tl^at [t wil) 
Amqiint to Nothing. If I were disposed* tp qns^r yoif 
upon the Folly and Madness o( youir ozs-rf j^rinqfpies^ I 
might say, that the same Consideration^ wl^ich proves it 
was necessary for you to offen^, proves also that it is ne^ 
cessary for God to punish ^ou; ai^d that, indeed, Heco/?. 
not but do it: And I mjght fafrthcr say, with an excellent 
Writer of our H»wp Age*, "^ That the same Princii^ka 
;'^ which destroy the Jujustice of Sihs^ destroy tjie /«• 
{' justice, of funyihment tao.'\ But if you cannot atfmit 



thi<«, 



(s) fsai. TJCTiii. 10. (t) Isai. |.ll. 

f^. o/BrirtQlV-inato^y, &c, Va^* J^. OcUvq Edit. 
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fliis, if you should ^ill reply it sj^te of Priiiciple, that it 
must be unjust to puntsh you for an Action utterly and all- 
solutely unavoidably ; 1 really think you would answer 
ji^t. But in that Answer you will contradict your own 
Scheme, (aff I obserred above;) and I l«av« your Con- 
science to judge; iSihat Sort of a Scheme 'that must bfe 
which would j0iake aU I&nd of Punishment tpnjust: For 
the Argument will on' the wh6le be the same, whethfer 
with Regard to Human PkniPk merit or Dvoim. It is a 
Scheme full of Confusion and HorroY. You would 'not 
I am-surej-takei^^from a Servant who had robbed you, 
and then fired your Hotise: You would never inwardly 
i)elicve, that he could liot haTe helped iti or think, that 
he had fairly excused himself by such a Plea. And I 
arn persuaded, you would be so far from prtsuminj 
io offer it to Gon at the great Day, that yo« would not 
Tentnre to turn it itjto a PrAydr even now. Imagine, 
that you saw- q, Malefactor dying, with such Words aft 
these in his Mouth : '' O God, kistfuej I did indeed 
'^ rob and murder my Fellow-Creatures ; but Thpa 
,*^ know'est, that, as my Circurostftnees "were ordered, X 
,<^ could n6t do 'otherwise ; My Will was irresistibly cle»* 
,<^ termined by the Motives which Tho& dkJst«et beforti 
•*' me; and I could as Well have shaken the Foundations 
<^ of the Earth, ordatken^d thci Sun in the Firmamen^ 
^' as have resisted the Impulse which bore me on." \ 
^utit to ^oitr Co7iscierite^ whether yoU would not look Ota 
such a Speech as this with Detestation, as one Enormltjr 
added' to another.-^ Yet if the Excuse iw^ould have any 
AVeight in i/dur Mouth, 'it would have equal Weight ii^ 
^w; or wbulfl 'be Equally applitable' to any the most 
shocking* OiicfeMon.. But -indeed -it is^'so contrary io the 
j)laine&t PrinctplfeB"of dofatfflon Reason,' thf^t I can hardlj^ 
persuade myself, any one could seriously an^ thoroughly 
believe it; and should Imagine my Time very ill em-? 
ployed here,' if I Vere to set myself to com baft those Pre« 
tences to Argtitnertt, bj' which the 'Wadtobhess of Huw 
mail Wit has attempted* to vUrnish it toveK ' ' ^ 
' ' ^ 11.' Y6u isee then,' on the WhoJe, the Vanity of all 
your Pleas J and how e^ily the most - piajusihle- of then) 
might be silenced, by a mortal Man, like yourself; How 
much more thei^ by Him, who s^qrQf^esi. all J^mrtSy and 
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etaij m s Moixient, fiBslii]ii;i]poii the ConacieRC^.a ttoit 
powerful andliirvesB^ilfie ConviotiuQiQ ?. Wh^titlfon can ^qu 
do,' viMte* you stdnS conoicted ia tl)e Pre^cxtoe of God ? 
What sbanid you ^, but. Ao/i/^ffr Peo^ ^Hd^r.^att in* 
wavd Sense of your inexcusable Guilt, and' prepare your* 
sl^lf to htor ^e SejBteace vJiioh.Iiis^.Law pcqnoatices 
spiOiBSt you ? You must feel fthd Ex^ution .ofj it, if .the 
Gosper ddes not at* tength:aidlirer«>y«u '; OUd ^ou must 
fcd 6dnielJiiiig"of tiie? Tensor :of it, beforoyou can be 
ticitrtl t9' seek U tiuit ^pbpel forDeU^rrance^ « t r ...i - 

9!VA?^Mraxiir4^TioK of a ConTweeArSia^er -gmngyVf hk 
' . • vain Pleas before GOD* . ! 



^^T^t^'^'^^R.ABLE Condition, 4o>ailcli^I^'am in. 
. ;• JLf^ ff I deed rcjduced! 1 have sinned;' zxiixhHdt shall 
fv^ / fo^. unto .!Jf%0e, (^' Tfioti Preserver of Men (u) ?' What 
>,f^ jJiall i Var^ (9 s(^,?, JPool ihat iVas, to a^u^e 'myself 
'<^ with sv^cli/trifli^, Excuses as these, aiid to imagine^ 
" tj^ey, /?6uld Jiavp^ any Weight in Thy tremendous 
^). iPrcspnce -' -- "^-^' ^ -t.-.u *.- '-i-*- A' — ji. ._ ^_ 

fj'ja^niipn.. 




.^H^m _^ 

^^ and ii^ Soui'ltjelf is :|ready to die too'; so fajr a^ an 
*^ Immortaj §onI can.di^^An^ I amalmoistrciady.tosayj 
f} fhft^I cotM jiie^nifrelj^J I am indeed a Criminal in 
^^ the.llan^ds o^«fetice, quite disarmed, and stripped qf 

'^^ only add ProTOcation to Irrbvbcatloji.'' I ^^ill there* 

^^\fQre,plain|y and freely own it. I Kave act^d, as if I 

, ^f thought "Crop K?tf5 '^io^elh^r siichan one as mj/setf: Bitt 

^^ He Ij^di said, I zc ill reprove tJfee; I uUl set' i\\y %\is 

.5^, in Ord/^ lf(jfprfi thffie E^e^ (x),,wilf ixiarsHartnem in 

/f Battle Array. '/ Aufl Oh^ wTia^ a Wjrible Kind 6f Host 

^f. do they apptj;*? and how dp they ^uri^ouiid' m6 be*. 

^^,,yondallPa3!^ility joT^n Escape! .Oh ^y Soul, they 

5^ naTe, as it Were, taken i}\ee Prisonef ; and they are 

*^ bearing thee away to the^DlTinc Tribunal. 

/*,Thou must appear before it! Thou must see the 

^* awful Eternal J itdge^ who tries the very Rei?ts (y ) ; and 

f ^ whotn^ds .«|D. pdier I^Ti^ence^ for Ue,h^.s fumself k^en 

' \ '■ ^ ••,..' ^, ....,« IVitnesi 

{«) J«b vii^«0| .{tl)S$^MX^ <y) Jer. ;Kvil. 10, 
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5^ Tke MeSiafian tff one piping t^kb^ l^eas. Cha^ g; 

<^' WUneii <z) io all ikj Retellidn. Tlum must sco 
'< Hini, O'mjr Souf, sittitig id JFtidgmeBti upon thee: 
<^ And wiieii He Is ^Iric^ to mark Inkfidtif (a) Jbow wilt 
^' tJboTi anmer'Himfor one of a Thous€md'i\fy\ hniL'd 
^^ tlu)a eanst ndt answer Him, in what Language will 
^< He»pe€(k t^thee! Ldiu>, as Tjbings at present staad^ I 
<^ can^ixpect no othei^ Language than that. of CoB^leia« 
^' nationr. -And - what a Condemnation: k > t . L'et . me 
<*^ reflect upon it! Letlme ^cead. ray Sen^bd Wore I 
^^ hear it fioaliyand irr^irersibly passed I iiwnoiK, lieihas 
" recorded it in His Word; and I know, in the general, 
^< that this Represenfotion is made witfe a gracioas Dd» 
'^ sign. I know, that He would have ns alarmed, that 
'^ we may not be destroyed. $pcak. to pii^j flxereforc, 
/^ O QoD,' while Thou speakest not for thi ^as|TOine, 
*^;^(l in Qrcuinstahccs;whe» Thou wjlt heiar m^nQ 
^' mofe. Speak in th^ I^rigiiage of effecthalTerrotj s<d> 
*' that It he^notto speak meintb fliialltespair, Andiel 
** Thij fVordj,ho'weYer painful in tts OpeHitlon, be quick 
^' and powerful^ and sharper tbandn^iwoi.edgedSat>rd(c), 
*^ Let me not vainly flatter myself:. Let nie rfbtbejeft 
*^ a wretched Prey to those who would Vpro^A^^ SjHi>oik 
'*'. Things to me (d), till I am sealed up Uttiier Wrath an(l 
" feel Xhy justice piercing my 'S6iil, and' ifA^ poison ojT 
'*' Thine Arrows drinking up all' my Spirits (e). " ^ ; 
^* Befpre I enter upon t\ie pdrticutanjriezsj J know in 
^' the general, that it ri d Terrthle Thing to jaM infb 
<' tliefiunds of the, litirig GOD (f ). Thou livfaig Gon, 
" in one Sense I am, fdreddtf'fqilen tntb Thine Bands, t 
*' ain become d^noxious to ,Thy Displeasure, justly <rt)- 
'^' noxious to it j and. 'whatever Thy' Sentence may be 
*^ ,wheiv it cpmeSiforthfroM Thy Presence (g), I raustcon. 
^*' dqmn myself, and justify Tiec. Thou canst not treat 
*^ me w/th.ipere Severity^ thkn\fnitie Iniquities have de- 
^ « servfih : A tnj <ho w bitter soever that 'Cup of Ti-emhlin^ 
<^ may be (ti),;whifch Thqu'sh^lt &.ppoint for me, Fgive 
*« Judgment 'against myself, that' J* desert e to zsrihgo^i 
" the very:Dregs^ofit (i).*' . '^ ■ '* ^'']r 

,■ ■ ;'v*'- ..v. -.-'-- ■•'/ "^ }:■ CHAP. 

tz) Jer. ^x'lx.' 23/ "(el Mt^b.' ivt "!«. *- (f ) Hob. k. 61. ' 

(a) PsaL cxxx, 3. (d^ I»ai. xxx. lO, (ff) Psal. xvii.'S. 
tb) Job ix. a* . (e) Job vi, 4. (h) Uai. Ir. K, 
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Pbap« 6. TlkiSirnqr ctdMl t(^ hear his^€f4ence. n 






4DHAP, VI. 



Th^ Siiin^r S^enced, 



•i- ) 



y%&*Sfnner cidfed updn io hehr f^h Senience^ §. 1. % 

''GOD^sJLazb does now in general j)ron(funce a Curses 

%"■ 3'. te promtinccsi ICfeath,' §i. ¥• Jnd Ifeing itirned 

' iwfo He//, §. 5. 7%e Judgment-Day shall come. %. 6. T%e 

• ' Shlemnity of that grand Process describisdy according 

■ * to Seri^ral Representations ' of it, §. 7, 8. With 

^^ a pttrticuim^ Illustration of the S'ewA^wce, Depart A c^ 

-' ^ihitsW^ 'kc: !• 9: I'Ae Execution Kill certainly and 

' ikifh'eiHalelyflllotgi^^. 10. J%e Sinner'zcarned to pre^ 
' Jlforefbremiitring it. \. 1 1, .Tifee Rc^ctfon g/.a S'l/f, 
•tiipr^ ^/rifcX* ©I/* Me jCerror of th^ Sentence. 

•5' V jyt^f^? ^ ?|j»»*i«'^j oJt^ /rvi^jPjpeaA* (a) yet onc^ 
"; ... . :r "^^"^^j . ?s m ^Ac Name ofGody of CrC^^^ thine 
Almighty Jt(dge^\^hpy^ if th^ou dost' not sitic]i4 to HJs 
Servants,, nil! ei^e long speak iintOt thee in '4 iHore imme. 
.diate Maimer, if itt^ an Energy and Terror vhlch tbou 
jjhalt not te able to resist* . . . > . ' 

§, ^2. 'fjftoii- hast beei^ convitied^^ a^ lA I^is. Presencg. 

.TJjy iPi^oi lij^TC be|5iiv oper.re^/ecfi^o/ rather,; tfiey ^tje 

teea sileiice^/"'It' api^^^ appears to 

ihine own iDonsclence,* Itl^at thoii ha«t Jf^oiJ^ing jpore to 

offer io ^rresl of JudgJriehl';\iheret^Tk l\ear thy Sentence^ 

and sTiinn^oa up, if thou canst, air the I'owers of thy 

So.ul to bear the Execution of it. %tiSy .frideed a verif 

smdrTHing 'to ^e judged of Alan's Judgment ;\ii\t He that 

jiQvfjudeththee^ is tJie Lord 0), Hear therefore, and 

.'tremble, while ^I teU' thee,. iA<?w 7^^ to thee.; 

or rather, while I 'shew fKee', ifrom express? Scripture, 

' how lie doth et^en now ^JpcaX, and what is Hke'duthcnttc 

^•jUid recorded Sentence of His fVord; even of His Word, 

{#) i9b$dih 4. ' (» i^or»iv. 3,^4. ' 
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ti '"'l^Lam pri^n&unces ^ Cwrse.^ ^ Chap. Ov 

■who hatli said. Heaven und Earth shtdl pass awutf; but not 
one Tittle of My Word shall ever pass uamy (c). 

§• 3. The Law of Goi> speaks, not to thee alone, O 
Sinner^ not to thee iQr^ny/^s^ii#u>x Address ; but in a 
most uniyersal Language, it speaks to all Transgressors, 
and levels its Terrors against all Offences; great or 
small without ajiy £xf;eptlon. And this '^ its Language: 
Cursed is every V«e, ihat eonttntte^h nai tti'tdt Things which 
ere zsritten in the Book of the Law to do them (d)» This 
is it$ Voice to th^ whole World; and this, it $peak6*4« 
thee, •, lis" awful Contents arc thy personal Concerft^ 6 
Jleader ; and thy Ctmsdence knows it. Far ^rom cofitu 
nuiiiginxdl Things that are written therein Jo;fiothem^ thou 
canst not but be sensibly? th9,tinnume7(^le^ Evils Jiave en^- 
compassed thee about, (e) It is then ipii^fost^. ThflUMr^4he 
3//za,. \yli.op it c(^demns; thou art eyea lujyr cV'icirf witk 
.c.C«*ri^I as Gop jemphaticaiiy.sip^aksYf ) with tiip, ^tifse 
of the Most High God* Yc^, iffW i/*e.'&«rsejt>w,%h arc 
written ia the Book- ^ff'^the Larn^ arc. ppptcd (gainst 
thee Xi), God' may /fijiteoiijsljb oifeowte any. of. llfeni 
upon thee in a Moment*; and though ithou at present 
fcelcst none of them, y^t, if infinite Merqy.doth »pt prcr 
Vei^t, ft 4s Wi ^a little white, Anft'tJiey iifm cdim i^td t!iy 
'^Jfo'ietsme W^te'r^UU thou ai;t biitst asUnffeif wit^i them^ 
and'shdt i5ettetratG'//Af^ Oil i7itdtfii/'6qkes (h). ' ' ' v^ 
' %. '4'J ThilS Wfh'the tord,' the Sotil tml sinnethy'it 
shall 'die (!)• ' Biit thou host sinned^ and thefcf'ore thou art 
vnder a Sentence of Death, alnd, O ixiihilpjif CVeattircJ, 
efwtdtla Defilhl W^at will the End of these .Tlfi?ig^ 
1)6? ^rhkt^tiife'Agopfcs pf/dissolvnig Nit^'re'^hA^ sei^ 
thee ; that .th/| Soul Jfekll' be 'tor TtpiH^hy:' lan- 

guishing Body,'Uifd 'hioxiretufn to the \Diist from whence 
• ihou wast ^aW(k): This is indeed bne awful Effect Qf 
Sin* ' In ^csb affecting CJharia,ctcr9 ,his God, through 
all Nations and all Ages of Slen^ written' the Aw^ful Re- 
gister and Memorial of his holj"^ Abhoifrence of it,'atid 
righteous DispieasuV^ agamki it. But, Alas, all this ^o- 
iemti Pomp knd Horror of'iJbpiiig, is but me opening of 
the dreadful ^cene/' It is.bu£ a rough Kind'pf Strok^,^ 

' <c> Matt. ▼. 18. (e) PAdm xl. 1«. (g> Deut. xx\x. 20w 
id) Gal. ill. 10. (f ) Mai. iii. 9. (h) Psalm ca. \^. 

(0 £«ck.^f tflk 4. (k)'Ptal,<ai.1K^ 
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Chap^e. ^TkeJiidgmenUDagvUlttbme. 'y Wl 

>]r ^faich the Fettereaareichocked off, %heB:tli« CrinMil 
|9 Jed joot to Torture and Ezecutioii. « 

^. 5. Thus saithi:he Lord, The fVieked kh^l he it^n^ 
tftf into Heil, even all the Nations that forget GOD (I). 
Though there be whole. Nations of them, their Mttltitade§ 
and ^&r Power shall be no Defence to theln. They 
shall be driven into Hell together ; into ihAi flaming Prk 
son, which Divine Vengeance hath prepared; into To^ 
phety tohidiis ordained cf qld^ evenfot^ Royttl Sinners'^ a6 
well as for others, so little caii any Human DistindtidA 
protect! He hath made it deep and laTge": the Pile theriem 
of is Fire and much IVoodj the Breath of the Eord^ tUte 
a Stream of Brimstone shall kindle it (ta}; and the ilam«i 
ing Torrent shall How in upon it so fast, that it ^11 b^ 
turned into a Sea of liquid Fire; or, as ihe S^ii^t^re 
also expresses it, a Lake buminf with Fire and Brimstone 
for ever and ever (n). This is the second D&Etlh ; and 
the Death, to which thou, Sinner, T)y thfe WoM of 
. iCroix art' doomed. * 

§. 0. ^nd shall this Sentence sta.nd upon Record ih 
vain? Shall the Law speak it, and the Gospel ^peAdt I 
And shall it iieter b6 pronounced more audibly? and 
■^'ill God never require and execute the Punishih^dt? 
He will,'0 Sinner, require it; and he w4li execute It-; 
^though he may seem for awhile to delay. For Well doSt 
thou know, that He hath appointed a Ddij in wMch'tie 
'Will judge the vrhidie World in Righteousness, b^ thaVMah 
tehofnHe hath ordained, of whtcHHe has givtsn'usAssuranbe 
in having raised Him from the Dead (o}. ' Atid whefi 
€rod judgctih the ^Vorld, Rcfadei^^ whoefer thou iairi, 
H^' will jud^ thee. And* while I reifind thee of it, 1 
would Wso remeBiber, that' He will ^ 'judge wi^. -Anil 
knowing the IWror a/ the Lard (p) that f m«y dblivefr 
m^f owtiSoul (q) I would ^ith all Plainness and Sincerity- 
labour to deKter thine.^ ' . - .. ^ » » * ^ - '. 

-§. 7; I therefore repeat the solemn Warning :* Thbu, 
O Sinner, shalt s€itnd before the ' JudgmenUSeai of 
Christ <r). Thki shalt; see ihal**p6mpous Appearance ; 
the Desctiption iof which is grown W faiAiliar to thee, 

■'-■' ihk 

ri) Psalm ix, 17. (n) Rev. xjl, 8, (p) 2 Cor. V. 11. 
£tti) l«iy. atasx. 39, (o) Acis xvii. SI. (o) jjzck. *«titi.'^* 
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6^ The grcai Imporiance of that atrful Day, Cltap^ 6« 

fhak iSaUd R^epetHkm of it makl^s no Impressioii oa thy 
Mind. But surdy, stupid as thou now art, the shrill 
^Trumpet of the Arch. Angel shall (hake thy very Soiil : 
And If nothing else can awaken and alarm thee, the Coi^-; 
jvnlsions and Flames of a dissolving World shall do tt 
-. §. 8. Dost then really think, that the^ Intent of 
.Christ's £iial Appearan^^e is only to recover His People. 
Irojn the Graire, and to raise ^cm to Glory and ijlap^ 
pin^s? Wfaa^ver Assurance thou hast, that there shall 
l^a RemrrecHan.ofiJw Just; thott hast the smtey that 
^ere shall also be d^esurrection of the Unjust (s) : That 
ffe shaU separate ihe rising Dead one from another: as a 
J$l^eph€fd divitkth the JSheep from the Goats (t), with equal 
^Ceirtafnty, a^d witii infinitely greater Ease. Or can you 
Ima^mej th%t He will only make an Example of some 
fla^ant ^^nd . notorioas Sinners, when it is said, that 
ail, the Dead^ both small^ and great, siksdl stand before 
GfW (n); jind th^ even he who. k^iew hoi his Master^ s 
Will, and consequently seems of all others to .haye ha^ 
^e fairest Excuse for his Omission to obey it, yet even 
5fi(^, for th^t very ofiiission, shall be beaten, though XBiih 
ifinper Stripes (#) ? Or can ypu think, that a Sentence tp 
4be delivered, vrith so much Pomp and M^sty, a Sen* 
tepee by w^hfcb the righteous Judgipeqt of Gq^ is to be 
^reveale^y and to have -Its, ipost coQSplcuous and final 
/Triqmph, will be inconsiderable ; or the Piijoishm^t 
,to which it shajll jgoE^sigii tlii? Singer, /be slight or tpleram 
bie? I'hcrev would fcaye been little Reason to apprehend 
.that, even if we had been left barely to our own Conjee^ 
tui:es, what^fhat Sentence should 'be. Biit this is far from 
^eing: the Case: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in Jlis infinite 
Clondescension and'C^mpassipn> has 1^'en pleased i;o give 
-waCopjf^ oftfteSeutef^ce, and no Doubt,^ a fngst exact Copy; 
^nd the Words which contain it are . worthy of being 
inscribed on every Jleart. The King, amidst all the 
Splendour and Dignity in which Tie shall then appear, 
shall say unto thos^ ot^ His Rights flaml., Come ye Blessed pf 
My Father, iiih/erii tl^e H^ingdotfi preparedjor ymi from the 
* Foundation of the World (x\[ 4.nd uhere the Wprdof a 
^JKtjig is, there is ^oicer iildec^ (y.) And these Words 

havo 

. ^s) Acts xxly, J£i. , (u) Rev. ary*, 19-, (x) UsdtU ^xv. 34. 
^t) Matt. XXV, 52. {vO LuJtc lii. 48.. (y) Eccles. viii. 4. 
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t^ap. 6. tmdof ike Sentence thai wOltheHhepasied. ST 

hare, a Power ^ trhieh may justly ammate tlie Heart of 
tke humUe Chrbtidn^ under the ttost oTerwhelmtng 
Sorrow, and may fA\ bim with Jt>^ umf^nkMe wtd ftM 
ofGior^ (2). To be pronouneed the Bteisedcfthe Lordl 
to be called to a Kingdom I U> the inuiiediate^ the i^^er. 
lasting Inherit mce of ft! and of such a Kingdom ! st> well 
prepared^ sfi glotions^ so complete, so exquisitely fitted 
for the l>elight and Entertainment of sach Creature^y to 
formed and so renewed, that it shall appear worthy &e 
eternal Coundls of Gon to hare contriTed it, worthy' 
Hb etlmal LoTe to have prepared it, and to ha?e de- 
lighted itself with the Views of b(^towing it upon His 
People: Behold a hkssed Hope indeed ! a lively glorious 
Hojie^ to wiiich we are begotten Again b^ the Resurrection 
ef Christ from the Dead (a), and formed by the sancti. 
fying Inftuence of the Spirit of Goo upon our Minds.) 
But it is a Hope from which thou, O Sinner, art a^ 
present excluded:. And methinks, tl»it might be gner., 
ous; to reflect, ^^ These gracious Words shall Christ- 
*^ speak to some; to Multitudes^ but not to me: On me 
^^ there is no Blessedness pronounced: For me there is no 
** Kingdom prepared." But is that all? Alas, Sinner, 
our Lard hatb given thee a dreadful Counterpart to this. 
He has told us, what He will sa^ to theej if thou con* 
tinuest what thou art ; to thee^ and o^ the Nations of the 
impenitent and unbelieving World, be they ever so nu* 
meroh^, be the Rank of particular Criminals ever so 
great. He shall say to the Kings of the Earthy who have 
been Rebels agaii^st Him, to the Great and Rich Men^ 
and the chief Captains and tl^e might if Men^ as well as to 
evertf Bondman and everif Freeman, of inferior Itank (b); 
Depart fhom me Accursed, into eterljiIsting Fire^ 

FRErAREO FOR THE DeVIL AND HI& AnGELS (c).. Oh,- 

pause upon these leeightif hFords, that Ihou mayest enter 
into something of the ImpoFtance of thi^n! 

§. 9. He will say, Depart i You shall be driven 
from His Presence with Disgrace and Infamy: From 
Him, the Soufce of Life and < Blessedness, in a Nearness 
to whom all the Inhabitants of Heaven continually re« 
joice : You shall depart Accursed : you have broken 

. . God's 

. (zU Pet. i. «. (a) 1 Pet. i. S. (b) Kc^. vK 15. . 
.^ (c) Matt.'xxV.41. : 
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6oB'^Iy|w.fl|i4 it6 C«rse falls upon you; and you are, 
aii4 fsh^iU foa vm^ -that Cursf, t&ajt abiding iGurses 
Fso]n:t^at:£Nvr^<>^^A^^ y^^ ^lall. be. regarded. by Gop, 
and >ail 'I69 C|eatHi^9 as a^ accursed arid abomioable 
Thing; as the: most detestabU, and th^ most' miserable 
Part of th« Gr^ftofl. You shall go utt^Fire: And 
Qh, eoosider iato zr/ta/ Fir^/ Is it merely- into- one fierce 
Blaze^ vjiich. shall consume you m a, Moment, f though. 
vidi exquisite Pain ? That were terrible, ^ But< Oh, sach 
Teiwors ar^ ^ot to: be named with these. Thine^ Sioa«r, 
is ii>Y£j»i:.iSTi9r6 Fifit: It is, that, which ^ui) Lof^ hatk 
in Isndh awfiiix Terms described asr preTalliBg there, 
«rA0<^ ih0ir Wdrm (Seih noty fihd the Fire n not tpienched ,•?. 
and the« sjitys it^ &e<$ond Time, where their. 'Worm dieth 
nai^'tmd tfise Fire is not qusml^; arid again,' In wonderfal» 
Compassion, a third Time, where their Worm dieth not^( 
find t1^ Fire it not quenched (d). Nor was it originaUif 
prepared^ orpiincipally intended /^i^^olf / It was pre- 
MA»f>n roR aiiB Devil. AND' m^ Anc^em; for those 
$rat grand Rebels,' i who Vcre ii^mediately upon theif^ 
Fall doomed toi il : And since you haye taken Part witb 
them io their. Apostacy, you must sink with them into 
that flaming Ruin ; and siuk so much the deeper, as yoii» 
hare desfused a Saviour, who was never- ofifcred to them. 
These musit be ygur Companions, and your Tormentors, 
with 1 whom yon must dwell for ever* And Is iil^ 
that Mif Ms? or says not thp Lam, vM. the Gospel, th« 
same ? Does noithe Lord Jesus Christ, expressly satf ity 
yfho'h tlie faithful and true Witness (c), eren He, who 
himself is to pronounce the Sentence ? » • ^ 

. 4, iO. And when it is thus pronounced^ and pronounced 
jfftf Him, shall it not also be executed ^ Who could ima* 
^ne the contrary? who could imagine there should Be 
aU this pompous Declaration, to fill the Mind only with 
vain Terror, and that* this Sentence shbuld Vanish into 
Smoke F.Ydtt may easily. .apprehend^ that < this' would be 
a greater Reproach to the Divide Administration^ than, 
if ^Sentence wcre»'never to be passed. ■ And therefore, 
we might easily hare inferred the Execution of it, from 
the Process of the .preceding Judgments But lest th^ 
treacberous Heart of a Sinner should deceive him with 

(4) Mark ixv 44, 4a, -18. " Qp) Rev. iii. I4r 
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Ckas^ S^' The Siuntt vtmmi U p9fjp4ti/!for U. fift 

dtaieitfr adflbd in <fety .aoAmova^ Xerms. . It shall »bo 
dme. : i It s&dl .UBili^i*t9i)r> Us ! dd«e< V 7Ae»; ..on tiiat 
\lei!j? l>aji^ : lyiBtetite^SoilJul of it>isry«b;iiii.feheirjSftr9V 
tka '4Vmk€d skdtt §^ atm^M^ eeeHimin^iBumshmeni (:f >r 
A»d 7%<^, O Aeader^ wliaei^er Thoa att^ bfatof finiuid in* 
their Number, shait go away with ihem-; ahsitte druren 
on-amiHig^ dUttidsc :^retclie(i M^kilwlte^r aiid<*pkingcd 
ydti^ thiem iato eternal Ruia.. rihe -w&de Gates of Hett 
>IiaJH? Ije^opea' to receiire diiee; »tltey shall Jict^kut apon 
tbee /(CTTi eorrito riiloLoie thee ;^and be fist Wredy hy ih9 
ii{Im%hty Ha4d of iiDiriiie JastSoe, 'to pffeventoaiUfHope, 
ail PossitdHty ^of Eses^e far^crer* • » » '• ' • * 
^ ^. hli And aoar, prepare iLtysellia-meei (hS l4>rd thy 
COi> {§): ^iliinon up aM the Resolution; of thy Mind, 
to oidctris iBuch.' a Sentence, siich !an ExeclitioB' as this? 
For He raUl nai meet thee\ .m a Jtfa«.(hX; whoge'Heart 
may iaonetioiefi- faH luni: trheh about; la ttxeipt ta vce^uf 
Aet of Seitr^rity„ so thai Coi&imsnoii aiay prevail againi?t 
Reafteoi and iJ^tice. . No, Me mil meet iiee ita a QOD^ 
whose Sohetaa^s »aiid: Pfrrpbses aset aftliimm<oTeable ks Hi^ 
Throne. . It th^wfai^- testify to thee iniliis Ndrae di^ 
Day, that ifGQD be true^ Hie viU thus speak,; and that 
(f'He be dbie^ He will Mas XicL A ad' on Supposition' of thy 
Cohtinaahce in ^ thine Impenkeaee and Unbelief,, thou; 
airt brought into^tid^ i^iseraJhle Case^ that if i 6^i> i/e 
not eUhetfals^ or^kkeaf^, rthovH ntundonej tiioa art eter^ 
nally undone I ' * /» W .u . .- : , j - 

J%e REFi^Edrlb:? df a Sinn^ struck ^wiih the T^rrat 
of tkk Senience, 

^^XXTRETCH that I am! What shall t dol (O^ 
▼ T ''' whether shall I flee? I am w^igjied. im ^ha 
S^. ^Balance and amfounil,xD(ifitingi {u} T^is is indeed 
♦^ my Doppi,; theDoom I am to expert from the Moutb 
^' of JClfTist Viimelf } {torn the Mouth of jffiVwJ'that flied. 
^* fpr. thie Rcdem^ptioji and Salvation of JNJlen* .DJre^d.^. 
^' ful Sentence I and so much the more dreadful, when 
*^ f Qnsidei*cd in that View ! To what shall I loolc to 

(f ) Matt. XXV. 4e. (g) Am«8 iv, 12. (h) Isai. xlvii. 35.. 
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iO ' . -; "iRte i^ttfle^ton ^.a Sinner. €%ap. <♦ 

<< »Teiimfroiiiit? To'witoifi fikall I call? Shall 'I say 
^ #o ^Ae Rocksy fdt t^fi mej^^nd ito the HiUs cwset^- 
«< i?ie (k)? Whatshall t gain bjis thai? Were I indeedl 
(< OTjenrhdmed wilh^Rdcks and Mooiltaiiii^ they «ouid 
" not conceal nie^^rf^^^ie Notice of His Eye? and 'Hfe^> 
¥ Haadt fsoald reach me wi^ii as raiich ease there, atf 
*^ any where else. 

<<^ Wreteh i|id«ed Ifhat I ami Oh tii^t i^ had nevet 
^^ been- horn I Oh that I had eter known ihe^Digmty 
^ afod Piferogatitre of tlie rational Nature !i ^'atal Fre^ 
\^ rogative isdcidd, thait renders me dbno3dons>to Con^ 
'^ deBUnation.tand Wrathl Oil tiiat I had never beeil. 
^^ instrocted in the Will of GoD^at all, rather than that- 
V; being ^ thus 'mstrnbted, I should have dtsregacded and 
^^ transgressed it! Would to Gon, I had tieen aj|ied ta 
^ the meaneEFl'^f the Human Race, to them thal^'ceme 
^^ nearest to. the State of the Brutes, rather, than that I. 
^. shonld hare liad my Lot in aiMmated . L^e^ : auudst so 
^^ many of the ImproTemaiis of Reason, and (drdad&d 
^.^ .R)eflection!) amidst so many of the Advantages of 
f^'Religioh tool and tkus to liaTe perverted all to my 

^^ own Destruction ! Oh that €rt»n v>ould take atcay 

^^ this rational Soul! but alas, it vill lire for ever ; iipill 
[^ lire to feel the Agonies of eternal Death. — ^Why have 
^^ I seen the Beauties and Glories of a World like this^ 
^^ ta exchange it for that flaming IVbon! Why have I 
^* tasted so ma^y of my Creator's Bounty to ^ wring 
« out at last the Dr^s of His Wrath ! Why have I 
^^ known the Delights of social Life and friendly Con* 
^ Averse, to exchange them for the bornd.Compaiiy of 
" Devils and damneil Spirits in Topket! Oh, uho can 
'^ duell with the^i in devouring Flumes I tsikp can lie 
^ dozen with them in everlastingy everlasting, everlasting 

«< Butrtitigs '(1) I : \ ' * : ' , 

" But whcfm iiaVi I to blaine in all this, but myself t 

<^ What' mive I i6 accuse, but my own stupid incorrigi. 

" ble Folly? On what is all this terrible Ruin to be 

*^ charged, but on this one fatal cursed Cause, that hay.* 

^^ ing broken GOD's Laxi^y I rejected His Gospel tod ? 

'' Yet staijy d my Soul,' in the Midst ot all these 
** doleful, foreboding CT)mplaint». Can I say, that I 

" i 1 . " have 

(k) Luke xxiiu 30, (1) IiaU xxaiii. U. 
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Cbap^ Qi Unji€n the ':^nror &f this Seintence. 61 •. 

*.' ha,ve Jinaify rejected the Gospel ? Am I not to this Day. 
^^ under the ^ Sound of it?- Thft Sentence id not yot 
^^ gone forth against me^ id so detenninate a Manner as 
<^ to b6 Utterly irreversible. Through all this gloomy 
^^ Prospect one Ray of Hope bresiks In^ and it is possi^ 
^f bif I may be delivered t 

*f Reviving Thought! Rejoice in.it^ O my Soul, though. 
^5 it tie with Trembling; and turn immediately to that 
*5 GoD^ who, though provoked by Ten Thousand Of- 
**5 fenpes, has not yet sworn in His Wrath^ that thou shali 
*5 fiierer be permitted to. hold further Intercourse with 
'5. Hiip, or to enter into His Rest (m). 

^^ I do then, blessed Lord, prostrate myself in the 
^^ Dust before Th^e* I. own, I am a condemned and 
^5 "^miserable Creature. But my Language is that of the 
*5. huml)le Publicany GOD he merciful tome a Sinner (n) ! 
^5. Some general and.conf used ^pprehcnsious'i have of a 
*^ Way by which I may |)am6/^ escape. O God, whatJ 
*f . ever that Way is, shew it me, I beseech thee ! Point.it' 
^f.oixt so plainly^ that I may not be able to mistaki^ it! 
*f And Oh, reconcile my Heart to it, be it ever sp hum- 
^f bling, hie it ever so painful ! 

"Surely, Lol*d, I have much to learn ;. but be Thou 

<.^my Teacher! Stay for a little Thine uplifted Hand; 

^f, and in Thine infinite Compassion ddai/, the Stroke^ 

' '^ till I enquire a little farther, how I may finally 

"^ avoid it I" ' ) 

(m) Psal. xcv. U, (n) Uke xviil* 13. 
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7»e hefytess Stafe of a Simer^ Qiap, f^ 



CHAP: tit 



Tiie helptesi State of ijie Sumeir, un^er 



TA« SinntP utged to t^nsiAr^ how he eon be soee^ff^m 
this impending Ruin. ^ 1,-$. (1.) Noi ifj^ an^ Jlimg^ 
he can offer. §^ Sk (^/)- JVi>r hi^ otf*f Thing he cafi 

- endure. 4-4. f^.> ?fdr ^ (uny^ Thing he i^an do in 
the Coui^ae of future Bui^ §. 5. (4.) Nor b^ anif 
Ailiance zcith Fellow-Sinmrsj on Barth, or in Heli. 
§* 6 — 8. (5v) iWr ijy anif^ Interposition^ or tnterces^ 
iion of An^ls or Saints in his Favovr. ^, 9. Stmt of 
ike oiUif Method^ to be afterwards *fnore It^gefy ex- 
plained^ Ibid. The 'Lafnentatimt of » Sinner in this 
fniserable CondOioif, 

§. 1. ^NNER, tlioii hast heard ihi Sentence of 
\^. GQI^ aiF it siqnds ujwi^ Mi^^ori t? M}s sacred 
and immutable Word. And wilt then lie down under it 
In eyerlastitig Efespair? Wilt thou make no Attempt to 
I>e delirered from itf when it speaks ^nothing less than 
Eternal Death to thf Soul? if a Criminal, eon* 
demned by Human Laws, has but the least Shadow of 
Hope, that he may posjsibly escape, he is all Attention 
to it. If there be a Friend, who he thinks can help him^ 
with what a strong Importunity does he intreat the 
Interposition of tliat Friend? And even while he is be- 
fore the Judge, how difficult is it often to force him away 
from the Bar, while the Cry of il/ercy, Merci/i, Merely 
xpay be heard, though it be ney^r be so unse^onablo? A 
mere Possibility that it may make some Impression), makea - 
him eager in it, and unwilliiig t(> be silenced and removed. 

§ % Wilt 
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&kx^^ 7. Me has no Sacrifice to atone for Sin. .63 

%, 2. Wat thou not then, O Sinner, ere^jei Execu* 
Uon k done, that Executioa vhich may perhaps d6 dono 
tiiia very Day, i^ilt thou not cast a!)out in thy Thoughts, 
what Measnres may be taken for Deliverance? Yet 
what^ Measures can be 'taken ? Consider attentively, for 
it is an Affair of Moment. Thy Wisdom, thy Power, 
tiiy Eloquence, or thine Interest, can never jie exerted on 
^ gi^ater Occasion. If tjiou canst help thtfseff, do. If 
tiiott bast any secret Sonrce of Relief, go not oui of thyself 
for other Assistance. If thou h^t any Sacrrfice to ofier ; 
if thou hast any Strength to exert, yea, if thou hast any 
Allies on £arth, or in the invbible World, who can defend 
and deliver thee ; take thine awn Way, so that thou mayest 
but be delivered at all, that we may not see thy Ruin. 
But say, O Sinner, in the Presence of 6od, tehat Sacri'^ 
J§ce thou wilt present, what Strength thou wilt exert, 
what Allies tho¥L wilt have recourse to, on so urgent^ so 
kopdeis an Occasion. For Ji();pe/e^j I mu^t indeed pro- 
nounce it, if ^uch Methods are taken* 

^. 3. The Justice of GOD is injured: Ilast thou any 
Atonement io make to it ? If diou w«st brought to ah 
Enquiry and Proposal, like that of the awaken^ Stnnejr, 
Wherewtth shall I come before the Lord^ and bow my^ 
self before the high GOD? Shall I come before Him teith 
BurntMfferings, ssJtVA Calves of a Year old? fPtti tht 
JLord be plea^d xcith i%ousaad3 of Rams ^ or with T^ 
(Thousands of Rivers of Oil fa) ? Alas! wert thou'as great 
a Prince as Solomon himself, and couldist thou indeed pur. 
chase such Sacr^ees as these, there would be no Room 
to mention them. Lebanon would not be sttjfficient io burti^ 
nor M the Beasts thereof for a BurniMfferrng (b). Evea 
under that I^spensation, which admitted and required 
6a(ii^e9 in some Cases, the Blood ofBuih and of Goats'; 
Hiongh'it exempted the Offender from farther temfior^ 
Pttni^hmeht, could not take acoay Sin{t% nor prev^I by 
anj^ Means to pafge the Conscience in the Sii^t of Goiif 
ATtdthat Souti^ that hoA done Ought presiimptuously-wsei 
net aHd wed to bring iajSirt-Offering^ or TrespassJOffier^ 
ing at all, but was condemned to die without t/Lerc^ (d). 
Now Goo^and tiiiiie ow^ Conscience kno^^ that tmne 
' ' F ft Offences 

(a) >[ic. yL «, T. ,(» Iiai. xl. 1». (c) Hcb. x. 4. 
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(OfTences hare not beeijtiaercly the «Err0^s.K>.f Jgttor^nce 
:i^nd Ifiadverten^y, but that Hhgnjiast sinned zoi^h^finhigk 
,Mand in repeated aggravated Instances, as th^u )i^ 
■acknowledged already. — ^Should^t thou,add^. witht-tiv^ 
, wretched Sinaer described abotye, shedl Igivem^ First 4}or^ 
for my Transgression y the Fruit of my Body for iihe Sin^of 
^my Soul (e) ^ \wha,t could the Blood of a belpyed.Child.d^ 
:in such a Case,. biit dye thy Crimes so. much the deeper^ 
and add a yet unknown ^Horror toithem? Thou b^t.qf. 
/ended a Bein^ of infinite Majesty ; and if that ;OiFei»ce 
jis io be expiated by Bloody it must be by another fkint{ 
ff .Bloody than jth^t which flows' in the Veips.^f thy 
(Childreo, .or in thine rJwn. ; ' ; : ; 

' §. 4.. 'Wilt thou then suffer thyself, t\\\ thou ha%t 
^ip^dc full Satisfaction? But where «haU[ that Satisfac^iqf 
^bc m^de ? — ^hall it be by any Calamities to be .endure^ 
iu thismortial mpmentary Life? Is the Justice p( Q^Qp' 
,then esteemed sq Utile a Thing, ^that th£»*Sorrows of ^^(qyr 
j)ays should suffice to answer its .Demands.?— ..Ojp^fib^ 
^thou thjink ^f future Sflffering^, in the Invisible iVyqi(ld.? $ 
^iliou dost) tftat is not Defiverance ; and vfiih .Regard if 
ihat I may venture to say, when thou hast made full S,a» 
/^sfacfion^ ihovL -wilt he' released: When thou Jiastj?aiV//'^ 
jutmost Farthing of that Debt, ihy Prison Doors sha^ii be 
\fipened: In the mean Time, thou mvi^i niake thy Bed in 
.^/i^/i(f ) : And Oh, unhappy Man, /j^ilt thou lie dow^ 
^hore, with a secret Hope^ that the MoQieat will come, 
,Mriien ijic Rigour of Divine Justice '.will not be able to in^ 
^lict any. Thing more .than thou hast endured, and wIicq 
^(ip^. vifyest claim il^y Qi^ a, IVJatter of Righjt?, 

it. would indeed be well for 'thee, if ^hoAi couldst carry 
^qwo ifith ,thee such a Hope^ false:and )9!^tterliig as,it Js^: 
!^ut alas, thou wilt see Things, in so jii^t a Light, that ,td 
%^y^no Comfort but this , will he eterpal Despair. • Thai 
lotpe Word of ihy Sentence, ErmhABTiSG^Fire ; t^9f, 
one J^e^Iaratioiiy The IVormdieth not, and the Fire isnqf 
^quemhed: yf\\\ be sufficient to i^trike such a Thought into 
^laok Coflfusiqii,. and^ to overwheliQ th^e, witii.Hopc^^ 
^^ay a^d Horror. ^ ; . - - * • - . 

.; ,^< ,5. Or do you thinly, th^iit ypor fufv^e Reformation 
aiftk^ffiligence in Duty for the^ime to co^i^f will procure 

• ' ^e)Mic.vi. 7. '', ^ J(^^^9g^' cxxx\x. B, '' '"L 

^ f' • 
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(SBap; 7. • fwr'ahi/i'Obedience Ke is able to perform, 61^ 

j^ot/r DfecVo^g-c from this Sentence ? Take Heed, • SiQirer, 
M^hat kind of Obedieace thou' thinkest of oficring' to an* 
Koly God. - That must be spotless and complete w-hich< 
His infinite Sanctity can approve and accept, if He consider.* 
thee in thyself alone: There must be no Inconstancy, no» 
Forgetfulness, no Mixture of Sin attending it. And* 
^ilt thou, enfeebled as thouart, by so much original! 
Corruption, and so many sinful Habits contracted by in- 
numerable actual Transgressions, undertake to render such> 
'ati Obedience, and that for all the Remainder of thy Lifd ?' 
Bi* vain M'oulds t thou attempt i t, even for one Day, New 
Gruflt would immediately plunge thee into new Ruin. But 
if it did not; if from this Moment to the very End of thy 
Life all. were as complete Obedience as the Law of God 
required from Adam in Paradise, would that be sufficieiit 
to cancel past Guilt ?^ Would 4t discharge an old Debt, 
tfiat thou hast not contracted a new one ? Offer tkif to 
thy Neighfyour^ and see' if he tciH accept it for Payment ; 
sind if he will notj wjit thou j>resume to offer it tp thy 
God? 

§. 6. But I will not multiply Words on so plain a. 
Subject. While I speak thus, Time is passing away, 
Death presses on, and" Judgment is approaching. And. 
what can "save thee from th^se awful Scenes, or what can 
j^rptect thee in thcm?[ Can the World save thee, that; 
vain delusive Idol of thy Wishes and Pursuits, to which, 
thou art sacrificing thine eternal Hopes ? Welt dost thou 
ktiow^ that it.^williittcrly forsake thee, when thou heedest* 
it most ; and that not one of its Enjoyments^ can be car- 
ried along with thee into the invisible State : 'No, not so, 
ihuch as a Trifle to remember i-t by; if thou couldst de* 
sire to^ remember so inconstant, and so treacheroys 9,. 
friend, as the Wo»]d has been. * * 

§. 7i. And when you are dead^ or when you are 'dy- 
iqg, can your sinful Companians sapeyou?. Is there any 
one of them, if he were ever so desirous of dping it, tliat^ 
,can give unto OOD a Rdnsomfor you (g), tp' deliver yoa ^ 
from going dozen 'to the Grave^ or from going doz&n to 
ijell? Alas, you will probably be so sensible ofvthis, 
that when. you lie on the Border of the Grave, yeu.will^ 
l^e unvilliBg to ^ee, or to converse with those, thit were; 

oncej"^' 
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06 HU Fellow^CreOiures cantwt heip him. ChtLp. 7. 

once your favourito Coinp^aioii5. They will afflict yon, 
rather than relieve you, eren then : I{ow much lest, can 
they relicTC you before the Bar of God, when they ajrc 
o^erwhelmea with their own condemnation I 

§. 8. As for the Powers of Darkness^ you arc sure the^ 
will be far from any Ability, or Inclination to help you. 
Saian has been watching and labouriug for your Dectruc. 
tion, and he will triumph in it. But if there could be any 
Thing of an amicable Confederacy, between you, what 
would that be, but an Association in Ruin ? For. the i)ay 
of Judgment for ungodly 3fe», will also be the Judgment 
of thcs^ rebellious Spirits ; and the Fire into which thou^ 
O Sinner, must depart^ is that which was prepared for 
the DexiU and his Angds (h). 

§• 1>. Will the eelestial Spirit^ then save thee? will 
they interpose their Power, or their Pr^yerf, in thy Fa- 
vour? An Interposition of Power, when Sentence is 
gone iordi against thee, were an Act of Rebellion against 
iteayen, which these holy and excellent Creatures would 
abhor. And when the final Pleasure of the Judge is 
known, , instead of interceding in Tain for the wretched 
Criminal, they would rather, with ardent ieal for the 
(rlory of their Lord, and cordial Acquiescence in the 
Determination of His Wisdom and Justice, prepare to exe* 
cute it. Yea, difficult as it may at present be to conceive 
it, it is a certain Truth, that the Servunts of Christy who 
now most tenderly Iotc yqu, and most affectionately seek 
your Salvation ; not excepting those, who are allied to 
you in the nearest Bonds of Nature, or of Friendship; 
even tjiey shall put ihelrAmen to it. Now indeed, their 
Botcels ^arn over youj and thfiir Eyes pour out Tears oa 
your Account : Now they £}[^oslu\ate with you, and 
plead with Gon for you, if by any JV^eans^ while yet 
. there i» Hope^ youTnay be plucked as a Fire-brand out of 
ih^ Burning (i). But alas, their Remonstrances, you will 
not regard: Aifd as for their Prayers^ what shdald they 
ask for you I What but tins, that you may see yourseWes 
t^ be undone ? and th^, utterly despairing of any Help 
from yourselves, or froi^ any created Power, yon ma^ 
lie bofore Oop in Hui^iUty and Brokenne^ -of Heart ; 
that subinltting yourseives to Hi?' righteous J\idgi|&enjt, 

. '■ ' 'and 
(h) Matl, XXV, 4U ,^ .4l}'Am©f ir. U. 
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Ohop. f* Tl^ 9innei^s Lamaiim^ow in his l^serjf. tf 

An4 in An differ ifimndkOfouxsiaXi Si^-^Jkfehieficei tml 
of all Crenttwre^Dependencej you may. hf t up an hiHoble 
^oek ipuranrAs Wm^ 4« alma^i/nHfls IR^e depths of ffelf^ li 
peiadyeiiliire Ite maf fiare Cempasdon tipon yon, *q4 
Ibay Htnuseif ^i/ect yw^ to tikat oj^jfy Method of Rcfteoej 
:$vhk^ ^hiio ThiugB routiliue as iii preseat Circum*' 
stances tliey are^ neilfasejr Earib nor Hdl, not JKeatei^ 
^i|ii a$fbrd yoa* 

7%^ LAMEKT^ffiOM ^ uSiMm'^in this mwra^ 
Condition. 

'^^ |h|fl doJ^iil, nncoinfortaWd, helpless Stale! Ok 
\uf ** Wretcb that I aai, to have rodoccd myself *q 
*'* Iti PiJolr, enipty, mUeraliie abandoned CreaturQ} 
** WherMs my Pnde^ and Ibe Baugbtiness of my Heart? 
<^ wbdVe aid my Idot lieities, ic%om I hav^ Ifivedf and 
>^ served, \fter whom I have walked^ and x»kom I hdve 
^^ sought (^li)f tvhfl^ J have been multiply iag my Trans- 
<^ gres.sions agaia$^ the Majesty of Heaven ? Is there no 
>* Meart to have CompassioQ upoa me? is there nd 
*' tiandtd save mei tfave Pii^ uponpte^ Havepft^upom 
*^ me, O fn^ iPt tends ; for the Hand of GOD h^h io^dled 
.^ ffie (i), hath seized met I f^el it pfessiog mi^ hard^ an4 
*^ tohdt skdU i do? Perhaps they have Pity upoa me? 
M But alas, how feebla a Comt)as»oa'l Only if there bo 
*.' afiy zs^^iere la the vrhole Compass of Nature anu Help 
^^ tell fiie 'rcft|?re. f/ mmf-he founfi* O poitit it out a 
.<< dlWcJt me towards it; or rather, coufonnded aodL 
' f*^ astotiis&e$[ as Iny Mind is^ tal^e me by the )Iand^ aiM|l 
<< lead me to it ! 

" O ye Minisiers ofthb Lordy whose Office it fc to j;uide 
,^* and comfort distressed Souls, takePitifuponmel ftetoi 
f^-'l am ftrPolifefil of many odi^r bdplesiS Creatures, i^ho 
^' h^^ the llfce Necd.of y^ur A^^tance. Lay aside your 
« other Caresita C?tf§fljir itySout • to cafe f At this pre,. 
.*^ clous Soul pf miae, which lie$ as it were bleeding t^ 
M Death, (if that Expressipa may be used), while you 
f' perhaps hardly afford me a Look ; or glancing an Eye 
f^ upon m^ pass over to the other Side (m). Yel, alas, in 
fi a Case like lalne, wbs^t ican youjr Ji^terposition avail, 
- ; ■ ;''■■« if 
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'^8 The Sinner's I^meMation tnhis Misery. Chap. "V. 

^* if it be alone: If the I/)RD do not help me j harp can 
** 1/e help me (n) ? « . 

J '< O GOD of the Spints of nil Flesh (o), I lift up mine 
^' Eyes unto Thee, ander^ unto Thee, as out pf the Belly 
f^ of Hell {^y. I cry unto Thee, at least from the BorderfT 
^^ of it.- Yet while Hie before Thee in this infinite Dis. 
'' trew, I know that -Thine Almighty Power and bound. 
'' less Grace can stiirfind out a Way for my Reco?ery. 

'^ Thou art Jle^ whom I have most of all infured a.nd 

' '^ affronted; and yet from Thee alone must I now seek Re-^ 

" dress. Jgainst Thee, Thee only have I sinned^ and done 

* " Evil in Thy Si^t (q) ; so that Thou mightest bejusUfied 

^^ uhen Thou speakest^ and' be clear when Thoujudgesi^ 

f' though Thou shoul'dst this Moment adjudge me to 

*^' Eternal Misery. And yet I find something that se- 

t' CTcfly draws me to Thee^ as if I might find Restue iherey 

** where I have deserved the most aggravated l)ef/ruc/|o;^« 

*^ jBleissed Goj), / have destroyed mysetf; but in Thee $9 

^^ Vfiy Help (r), if there can be Help at all. 

' ^' I kno'win the general, that Thy lVay§dr§ not as our 

.^'^Wof/Sj nor Thy Thoughts as our Thoughts; butarea^ 

'^' high dhove theoij as the Heavens are above the Earth 

* ** ( s) J: jiave Mercy therefore i^^crw me^ OGQD^ accordifig 

'*' toT^y fjQving'KindnesSj according to Oie Multitude (ff 

'*' Thy tijuler'Mercies (ty\ Oh point oiit'the Path to7Ae 

**' . Cify of Refuge ! vOh lead me Thyself in the Way ever^ 

^' lasting (u)! 1 l*^now in the general, that Thy Gospel i^ 

-** • tie ^nly Remedy: G* teach Thy Siervan Is toiadministerit! 

*<* 01^: prepare mine Heart to receive, it! and-iiuffer not, 

^c as' in many Instances, that Malignity which has sprc^ 

*' itself tjirough all my Nature, to turn' that nol^le Me- 

**' diclue into Poisoi^ I** ' .. . 

, (ti)2K,\nffi'vlSn. (p)j4maliii.2. 5 (*) H«s. »m.»». i 
. (0) Wiii»b..jKv4. 22. (q) Psali li. 4.. t«) I^i'lv. ^, «. 

, ' . .'".'■■" »• • ■ . 

: .; .;.'•.:•.' : •.. : ^-^ / ^: • ''.^ ■-(^•^-i •' 



.♦T 4^.<, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






M 



*Jh^p.$. * fht'i^fhif^sita^k^i^ Mf 



CHAP. vni. 



^felt^ <i>f Salvati<m by CHRist Wought lo lift 
' . - ^anvinced 9^nd condemned Simier. 



T'Ac mc/w/ Tfnhgs which have hUherto been saidy ifiiende4 
not to grieve^ buttohclp^ ^.1. After some Reflexion 
on the Pteasitre zcith zchich a Minister of fhe Gosp^ 
mdif deliver the Message with ichich he is charged^ 
§. 2. jind kome Jicusons for the Repetition of uhd 

'is in Spctiddtitih >o genet (di^ knozcn^ §. 5. The Author 
^oteeds hridli) to declare the Substance ofihese glai 
Tidings ; th, Thaf GOJDy having in His infinite Com-^ 
pcfssibn sent JiisSaniQ dteforSinnci^s^ isnoK reconcile^ 

• abk \hr9ugh Him ; %. 4 — 6. So thqt the most heinous 
. Trfmsgrcssions sh(dl be entireli/ pftrdoned tp JDeitevers^ 
undthcy made completely and eicrnalty happj^y J^, 7, 8* 

• The JSinner'^s Reflection on this good Nczcs^ ■' " ' 

|. ^1. Tl/TYdeaor JgLeadqrl It is tie peat Dufiigu of Hie 
JjfMr Ggspelj/and WbWey^F it-^s cnrdklFy re, 
cd,v«d, \t U the glojrious Eflect^of ijfc^ to fUl the Jfcart 
f\iih S.eatiwents .^f JUov.e; to tie^ch us ,tcj i4b?u>r all iiu- 
pece^Si^ry^Rjgour jtncl Severity, ,ai)d to gdiglU iiot t» the 
prief, but In the H^I>piness of o ujr Fpllo w -Cre^ Cui'^, I 
ica;^ hq,rdly appreh^t^d, how he ,c^i} he, a. Chriifiiun^rVtliQ 
stakes pleasure jn thjc pist/egs .^hiph^^mjLiiK?? evui in ^ 
Prute,. much les^ iu'tjiat of a JJuw.an.J^p^'* *^4%e5pe» 
^ally itt such fiiHr^s^ as thejTjiougKt^ J MY^~1^?vVp'*^ 
posing, must ^xe^, If Aerf lig J^ny du,e^ttentfo^ J^pr^^tf 
JJ^eight and Energy.. 1 Kia.vfe often felt 'a" fender 'Kegiretl 
whUe I have beej^ representing these Things; and I 
Afji^ jme ^shpd ff(m mm H^^: ^^^ it ^adr4i6t' tieeii 



Digitized by 



Googk 



. M^ The News x>fSalv(Uion pubii^d^' Chsqp. 6« 

necessiuy to have placed them in so severe and so* punful 
a Light. But now lam addressing myself to a Part of 
my Work, which I undertake 'with unutterable Piea^* 
6ure ; and to that, which indeed I had in View, in all 
those awful Things, which I have already been laying 
before you. I hare been shewing you, that, if yoa 
iuthfrto have lived iA a State of Itnpenftence and Sin, 
you are condemned by ^od's righteous Judgment, and 
have in yourself no Spring of Ilope^ and no Possibility of 
Deliverance, fiat I mean not to leave yon under this sad 
A^l^reBeiisiotii, to bt dowft ami die in Dabpair, cOm* 
plaining «f that 6r^ Zc/il,. whic^ ha» ipfrmenied yot$ 
brfore the Time (a). 

§. 2. Arise, O thou dejected Soul, that art prostrate 
jo the Dust before God, and trembling und#r the Terror 
of tits Righteous Sentence; for I am commissioned . to 
lell thee, that thoueh 4hou hast des$roned thyself^ in GOD 
is thine Help (b). t bring thee good Tidings ofgreafJo^(c)^ 
ivhich delight mine own Heart, white I proclaim them, 
and wtll I hope reach, and revive thine; even the 7Vr/« 
ings qf Sakoaiiony by the Blood and Righteousness of the 
HeIie^mer* And I give it thee for thy gf eater Security, 
in the Words of a gracious and forgiving God, that He 
is in Christ reconciling the World unto Himse^^ and not 
imputing to them their Trespasses (d). 
* §. 3% This is the best News that ever was heard, the' 
Mosi Important Message which God ever sent to lijs 
Creatures^: And though I d^ubt not at all, but living, as 
von have done, in a Christian Country, you have hear4 
It ofteft, perhaps a 'fhousatid and i Thousand Titues; 
I'will with all SimpUfdty and Plainness, repeat it to you 
tkaX^^ aftd repeat it as if you had ^cver hcaird it before* 
If thi>t, OSlnnel', shouldst now fdr the first Time'fi^l 
if, (hefi wfilit bfeiif a ISftw Gospel uHto the^, though sc^ 
RunlRctir to USSi^ £a)r ; ftoi* shall Jt be grievous tot fne i^ 
jSiSf^k'M^tli^i^cr ccihittidn,' stnce'to you it is sdfe and tie: 
teik^ty (e). Tbejr >ho are tnost defepiy and intimately 
it)|u^ted il4th it, im^ 6t beifig ddy^ afid >^at)&ted. 
iftU hear it Wt* jlistittfial^h^d Pleasure -/and as' fht iho^ 
Vhcr'luiveliHHertdsIi^i^dit^ I s^ip, g^r6 tht'y had Neej 

}' 1 ' '.' ■;-*"' •."■ • /"•■,;:'..' . :' '! y^^ 

, .„, ,^. .J (d) % Cor, v.W, {t) Fhil. iii. U 
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Ckftf. 8. GOD JuUh sent his SmiQ die for Skmers. 7t 

<p heMT it agaia. Nor is it absolutely impossible, thdt 
some one Soul ^t least may road these £411168, \vho battt 
^ever been clearly aad full/ instructed ip this important 
Doctrine^ though his everlasting a//. depends on kaowing 
and receiving it. I will therefore take Care, that such 
a one shall not have it to plead at the Bar of God, that 
tiiough he lived in a Christian Country, he was nevtt 
plainly and faithfully taught the Doctrine of Salvatioa 
by Jesus CiiaiST, the Wa^^ the Truth^ and the Life) bjf 
vhom alone tee come unto the FatJier (f ). • 

^. 4. I do therefore testify unto you this Day, that 
the holy and gracious Majesty of Heaven and Earthy 
foreseeing the fatal Apostacy into which the whole Humai^ 
Race would fall, did not determine to deal hi a Way of 
strict and rigorous Severity with us, so as to consign luT 
over to uniT>€rsiU Ri(in and inevitable Damnation ; but oi| 
the contrary, He determined to enter into a Treaty of 
Peace, and Reconciliation, and to publish to all, whom 
the Gospel should reach, the express Offers of L\fe eni 
Glor^y in a certain Method, which His infinite Wisdofli 
judged suitable to the Purity of His Nature, and the tio«> 
nour of His Government* This Method was. indeed A 
most astonishing one^ which, familiar as it is to onr 
Thoughts and our Tongues, J cannot recollect and men* 
tioR without great Amazement, He determined to send 
Jlis own Son. into the World, the Brightness of His Glory^ 
. und the express Image of His Person (g), Partaker of Hi|i 
Qy^^ Divine Pecfectioiis and Honours, to be not meroly 
a Teacher of Rigfiteousness, ^nd a Messenger of Graet^ 
but also a Saeriftcetor the Sins of Men r And would ceoii 
tent to His saving them, on no other Condition but thiS| 
$bat Ue should not only labour^ but die in the Causot 

§5 5. Accordipgly, at such a Pdrio4 of Time as .{nfi* 
^i.t0 Wisdofn saw most convenient, tho iorfl Jesu$ GMris^ 
appeared la Human Flesh : and after He had goaf 
through incessant and long continued .Fatigues, and borafe 
alt the preceding injuries, which the ingratitude and Mi^ 
lice of Men co^ld infii<;t. He voluntar|}y sxtbmittid Him^ 
$elfto Deaths even the Death cfthe Cro$s(h),t a^d havinf^ 
}fiem(kiiv^edfoj;^ oiir Offenc^sy tjdos raised again for our 

Justir 
^) J9ha »iv. (}. ' ifb Bch, i. 1 . <»ij ihsLlX, #. 
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'fji - the Sufferings thai Chfhi ekdufe% ' 6iap.^ 8^. 

Sflsiifitaiion (i). After fiis ilesifirrectiort', He confthitie* 
\tmg enough on Eairth to gU6 HJsToHowers most ctfn^ 
iiftcih^ Evideiic^s of it, aiicf theti' ascended ikto Hea^etf 

' in their Sighi (k) ; and s^nt daten His Spirit from jthen'ce* 
Unto His ^pasties, to enable th«m in the most persu^siter 
and authofitatire Manner^ to preach the Gospel (I) : And 
Me has giten it ifi Chaise to them, and ta thoise who in: 
ereVy Age sticceed them in this Pai;t of thei]^ OflSce, that 
k should be published to ereri/ Creature (m)^ timt all 
who believe in if maj be savcd^ by Virtue of its abiding* 
Ecergy, And the immutable Power and G rkce of its Di- 
irine Author, who is the same Vesterdai/^ To-day, and for 
ever (n), 

§. 6. This 6ra7Je/ do I therefore WOK) preach, and pro- 
claim unto thee^ O Reader, widi the sincerest Desire, thatr 
through Divine Grace, it may tfiis very ifej^ be Salvation 
to thy "Souf (o). Know therefore, and consider i{j wRo^o^ 
ever thou art, that as surely as these Words are now befpr^ 
thine 'Eye^, so sure it is, that the Incarnate Son of Goot 
wna^made a Spectacle to the World ^ and to Angels^ and to 
Men (p) ; His Back torn with Scourges, Ilis Head with 
Thorns, llis Limbs stretched out as on a Rack, and nailed 
to the accursed Tree; and in this miserable Condition^He 
washiihg^by His Hand^ and His Feet, as an Objeejt of pub*. 
lie Infaniy and Contfemp)t. Thus did- He die, in the. 
Midst of all the Tanljts and Insults of Ifis cwiel Enemies,, 
who thirsted for His Blood ;* aiiid, which was the saddest 
Cireumsftafnceof all, -in theJNteistof these Agomes- with 
which He closed the most innocent, perfect and useful 
Life that ever Was spent on Earth, lie h^ noi those Sup* 
I^Oris of the Divine 'Presence, which -Shiful Men have 

• often 'Eupcfienced^ when they have been buffering ft>r the 
Tesfambny of their' (llonseience. ' 'They hatre often ftiirst 
out* into Transports of Joy and Songs of Praise, 'whi4\^ 
their Eiectttionersf have been glutting their ' hellish Ma« 
|fte,''akfl n^'lMn sitag^ Barbarity,' by iftJtlf ing thtli^ 
•TornientS alplifidjally grievoiis ; - but /Ae crucified Jesus 
tfried out, in the Distress of His spotless aiid hol5|?So,uJ, 
tfifGOBy m'^xOBy tthy hdit (hmi'f<>rsak€n Me (q.>>/ 
"A/'--/.'.';..^ .;.. ''V ^ '. ^. ^. 7-.Jii0ofc 

"' Oi Ronvjr^ ?5. (\) Jf^ulce x%^v^ 40. (n) If eh. ^i. 8, 
(k) Attst: #-^il. (m\ Mark xv|.it5. e«) ^^^ x|*, 8!^ 
i^) I Co5. iv. 9, {<0 5l%t|i. x^xyii. 4(i. 
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,^. 7. Look upon our. dear Red,eemcr! ][oo}c^p tplliifj^ 
^p^rnful, dreadful, yejt iu one View, delightful Spec/. 
i^qle; and thea ask thine own Heart, do I bcQeTC ^ha| 
^fiS!t4s suffered and died thus ? And why did He snfifer an4 » 
^die? Let me answer iq iGoD's own WonJs^ He xcq^ 
zpoundedfor our Transgressions^ He was bruised for our 
imquilkfj ^(f the Ckasiise^ft^nt of our peace zcas upotf^ 
*f limy that bif Hls^tnpes zce^^hight pc healed: It pleased the 
fjordto bruise Him , und to put Him to Griefs when He made 
fits Soul an .Offering for Sin ; for the Lord laid onllim the 
tniquiti/ of us all (r), Sq. that I may address you In thk 
J^ords of the Apostle, Be it knozcn untot^u therefore^ thai 
through this JStan is p7'e($ched unto you the Forgiveness of 
Sitis (s) ; as it >* as His Command, just after He rose fron^ 
(hue. Dead* ihs^t.ttepcnt^nc^and Reniission of Sins should b^ 
0cacfied in His J^ame among aUJ^ations^ beginning atSe^ 
^us(^emi^t) ; the very Place where His Riopd had so latefjjc 
^een shed in such a cr.uel jVlanuer^ . I do therefore testify 
fp you inj the Words of another ipspired Writer, that 
phrist was made Sin, that is, a Sin oftexlng^for us^mough 
JJe knew no Sin\ thai we might be made the Righteousness iff - 
POD in Him (u); that is,' that through the Righteousness 
lie lias fulfilled, andfihe Atonement He has iQade, we might 
pe accepjted by Gpn as rightequs, and be hot only par- 
doned, bu t received iij to Ilis Fitvour. To you i^ tJ^ fVor^ 
oftfiis Salvatiou sent (x) ; and to you,,0 jReader, are the 
Blessings o(it even now oifercd by Cron, sincerely oJf;e red ji 
so that, after all Jhat t have said under the former Jleac^^ 
it is not youi; having broken the Law of God, that shall 

f rove your Ilutn, if you do not also reject His Gospel* 
t is not all those Legion's of Sins j which rise up iiiBat* 
ije Array against ^you, tha^ shall be able to destroy yoVj 
if Unbelief do not. lead them qn, tmdijfinal Imp^mtency 
do not bring up the Rear. I tnow that Guilt is a tlmor* 
ous Thing;: I will Jthercfore speak in the Words of Gog 
Mimself, nor can, any.be nfore comfortable; Hefha$~be>* 
licveth on the Sfin^ hatK evdrlasting Life (y ) ; and. he 
shall mver,conie. into .Condemnation (z) : There is there* 
,Jl^ore now ho Condemnation^, no Kiiid or Degree, of it,* to 

!;.;'■»., ■" • . . -. . -^.^,,. 

(r) laai. liii.\ 6, 10. (t> Luke xxiv, 4T. (x) Acts xiii* 8&, 

^sj. Acts ,xiii. ^8. ■ ^ (ii> y gov. V. 21. " (^.) :i<^hn yu .^.: 
•^**^ ' • » ' (z) Sofftii V, ?4, . r- ' "^'^ ^'' 
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t4 Whonoeter heHetes^ sKaU be reeved, Ch^p. S. 

P^em^ to any one of thern^ who are in Christ Jesus^ who 
i»a(k not after the Fleshy but after the Spirit (a). You 
iave indeed been a very great Sinner^ and your Oifencei 
KaVe truly beeii attended with most heinous A^gr^ra- 
tions; nevertheless you may rejoice in the Assurance; 
that where Sin hath abounded^ there shall Grace much more 
ab6\tnd{h); that uhere Sin hath reigned unto Deathy 
where It has had its most unlimited Sway, and most un^ 
resisted Triumph, there shall Righteousness reign to Eterm 
nOflLiJfe through Jesus Christ our Lord(c'), Tlia,tRighteousm 
ne^s^ to whiqh on believing on Him thou wilt be iatitledy 
ihall not only^ break those Chains, by which Sin is (as 
it were) dr^ging thee at its Chariot Wheels with a 
fUHQus Pace to eternal Ruin : but it shall clothe thee 
with the Robes of Salvation, shall fix thee on a Throne 
of Glory, where thou shalt Htc and reign for ever amon^ 
the Princes of Heaven ; shall reign in immortal Beauty 
mi Joy, without one remaining Scar of Divine Displea« 
sure upon thee ; without any single Mark by which il 
<could be knpwn, that thou hast ever been obnoxious to 
Wrath and a Curse; except it be an ^nthem of Praise 
to the Lamb that was slaiuy and has washed thee from thy 
Sins in His own Blood (d), 

§. 8. Nor is it necessary, in order to thy b^ing re- 
Iqised from Guilt, and intitled to this high aod <^pm* 
plete Felicity, that thou s)iou!dst, befoife thou wilt ven- 
ture to d^ly to JesuSy bring any good Works of thine own 
|o Tccomraend thee to Jlis Acceptance. It is indeed truCj 
that if thy Faith be sincere, it will ccrtaiuly product 
them : But I have the Authority of the Wor^ of Gpn t^ 
tell thee, that if thou thi^ Day sincerely b^Hevest h\ the 
Name of the Son ofGODython shalt this thy be ta]i:e4 
imder His C^re, and be iiumbered auionr thoso of Hh 
Sfi^ept to whom He hath gracioi^sly declaredi'that He will 
giveptern^it Lifcy stfid that ffeey sha(l never perish(ey, Jtio^ 
h^s^ noAIfferf therefore ^0 st^^ fVho shall go up into Heaven^ 
or who dutU descend into the Deep for me ? For the Word i$ 
nigh t^eey in thy M<mth^ andin thine Heart (f ). With this 
Joyful Bfessage Heave thee; with this faithfid Sayingr 

indeed 

m, tIU. I, , (c) Rom. v. %l, U) Joliii x. 281 
' t.«h (d) Her. it. (f) Rom. x. 0, 7, f. 
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CksLp. 8. The Simter^s ReJkcHon on this good Newt. 75 

iiideed icorfhy of ali Accept0ion (g) ; with thi^ Gospel^^ 
O Sinner,, which is^m^ tafo; and M^hlch^ if thx)vi ibst 
not reject it, will hQ'thinc too. 



The Sinner^s R^flfctipji on this good Nexas, 

*^ /*\H ^Y Sou!, hQV( astQnishing h the Message, 
\Jr ^ " which t^ijpft hast ihi^ Day receive^ ! \ h^ve 
*^ jinde^ ofti^n (leard it tM^oire ; a^d it is grqwn %q codw 
^^ n^oii to me, th^t the Sprpri^e is not «f i^iWe. Bat 
*^ ifeflect) Q mj Soul, wli^t is it^ 4ou h^ l|eard ; ^nd 
^iK 5;^y^ whethcT (Afi ^(m9 ofihfi Satiqu^i who^eMess^ 
*^ it is, m«ky not well l^ecallod Wonderful^ Counsellor 
^' <h}, when He i!^s(^a|rg l^t^i^e thee such IVomfers of 
^ ttove^ Itpd proposes U^ thea such Qo^m^ls of Efface 9 

^ Blessed Jesm^ i^ it ifideed thus ! ^s it^t the Fiction 
*^ of tbe^^uxnan M|n4 ^ $iM'ely it Is upt I Whait Human 
*' Mind cputd hare iRTeiftpd of ppni^dred it? I( is a 
^^ pUin^ ^ certain Fact^ tLat Thou didst le^ve tho 
^^ Magnifkence^ and Joy of fn^ Ile^^renly Worl^^ in Com* 
^^ passion to shcIi si Wrench as 1 ! Oh ^adst T^qu, from 
^^ that Height of I^nitj wd {■"diijity, ^only loQ^ed down 
^^ Upon me for 21 j^c^eut^ ^ii4 seii^t some g]r:^ciqus W^rd 
«^ to me for vy |>ljr^ctjip|^ 4h4 Cpgjfort, even by tk^ le^st 
*^ of Thy Sctrvaiit^, justly might I l^ive jprostr^ted. my- 
^^ self jug^teCni Adniiration^ and have j^ed the ver^ 
<< Footsteps of Hixi //u»^ pukl^hed, the S^vqiion (i). But 
^^ dt^stThou condescend to be Thyself the Messenger! 
<« What Grace ha4 th^t been, tbptfgh T|i9H \^^% i>ut 
^^ once in Person made the Declaration, and immediately 
** returned hack to €li^ Throne, ftrom wkenire DiTine 
^' Companion brMight Thee diyiirn I But this ii) net all the 
^* Triumph of Thine illustrious Gpace. It not only brought 
*^ Then down to Earth, but kept Thee here in a frail and 
*^ wretched Tabernacle, for long successive Years : And 
♦^ at length, it cost Thee Thy Life, and stretched Thee 
** out as a Malefactor upon the Cross, aftdr Thou hadst 
^' borne Insults and Cruelty, which it may justly wound 
^* my Heart so much as to think of. And thus Thou 

hast 

^ (j:) VTlm, i. 15. - 0*) Isai. ix. e. (i) Isai. lii. 7. 
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^i hast atot^d uijuced Justice^ 9Xid-rede^ed me toGQI^< 
^. pith Thine owjt "Blood (k), * 

*^ What sWlXsay; iorrf,. Jieiece, Mji 7%oumwc 
^^ Wiftc/ie/(l) ! It seems to put Faith to the Stretch, to 
\^ admit, what it indeed exceeds the utmost Stretch of 
iy Inoi^gination to conceive. Blessed, for ever blessed be 
•/. Thy' Name, O ThowFidher of Mercies^ that Thou hast 
\^. contrived the Way I Eternal Thanks to the Lamb ih(tt^ 
^. teas ituinj and to that kind Providence, that sent the 
« fVord of this Salvation to nie! Oh let me nol.forTea 

- t^ Thousand Worlds,- receive the Grace of GOD in vairL 
^ {m)\ Oh impress this Gospel upon my Soul, tilfits 
f* saving Virikue' be diflfused over eyery Faculty! Lei' 
f^ it not only be hesrd, and acknowledged^ and. pro- 
i^.: fessed, but felt! Make it Thy Power to rtij eternal^ 
•* Salvaiibh (n) ; and raise; me to that humble tfendcf, 
*f Gratitude, to that active unwearied Zeal in Thy! 
•* Service, which becomes one to whom so^ mu^ is form 
« given (p), and' forgiven upon such Terms as tBese ! 

*' I feel a sudden Glow in mine Heart, while these 
\^ Tidings are sounding ii\d^ine Ears: But Oh, let i^ 
<<. notbeisUght super ticial Transport! Oh let not this, 
<* which I would fain call my Christian Joy^ be as that; 
i^. fooksh Lmighter^ with which I have been so madly en- 

. *.' t:hanted, like the erakling Blaze of Thorns under a Poi^ 
^* {p)-^ tetLch me to secure this mighty Blessing, this" 
*.' glorious Hope,* in thie Method which Thou hast ap«* 
f^ jpointed! and preserve me from mistaking Me Joy of 
*^* Nature^ while it catches a Glimpse of its Rescue froirl 
^\ Destruction, ' for thtii Consent of Or ace ^ which em-* 
*^ braces and ensures the Deliverance !" 

' (k) Aev. V. 9. (m).« Gor. Vu 1. : (o) I^ke vil. 4T, 

(l> Mask Ix. 24. (n) tifm* '»• W*/ (p) Eccles. vii; 6, • ' 
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Cluip<.9. The Sinmr en^pdK^ wiai he shall Jh. 77 



CHAP. .IX* 

A more paxticuiar Account of the Way/ by << 
whicn this Salvation is to be obtaiiiea. 

^n Enquiry/ intathe Wa^oJSalv^tionbjf Christ being iup» 

. posed, §. 1. The Sinner is in gcticraldireciedtoRepenU 

ance and iFmVA, §. %., And urgedto give tm all Selfm 

JOependance, ^ 3. And to seek Salvation b^f Free GracCy,, 

, §. ^., A Sumnvixj^ of n^prp poj^iictflar Direction is pro- 

fosed: ^i, 5. (I.) J%at the Sinner should appfytgQiristj 
^ 6. With a deep J^^horrepqe pf his former Svw, §. 7. 
/\^M Jirm Resolution of forsaking them^ §. 8..(*.). 
J%at he soiemnljf commit his Soul into fhe Hands of 
. Christy the great vital Act of Faith^ §. 9. Which is 
^\ exempted at lafge J \. id. (3.) That he mtske it in 
F^ift the governing Care cfx his future JUf^ tio ohe^ and 
' 4miiai(e fihrist, 4.. 11^ T%is, is the onlif Method of oh^ 
Mvi^&Qspd. S^'OfsHon^ V* 4^ * T^ pinner deliberating 

%. ;!• T NOW conaider tou, my 4eaJr Reader, as eonuag 
..... X jQdie.iiiiSUh.tk^Eiir^puQri^ wJhich the . J«a«L wo^ 
addrtaod to our hpit^^ What shaff w&do^ thai we ^ntm 
mrkjhe Works qfQQD (a)l.'<^ MQiat Method diall I 
^^ ia^e:to sed«i» that Jkidemptfoii and SatTatiioii, itluxh 
<< I am told Christ has procttrcd for His FiK>t»lei" £ 
ygoM att$ver>it «r sclr^hsiy^aiid carefollj as possihle; as 
^aeJhat knb'vrs of avhal laiptatestBAjt is to you ta de 
rightly iafbtmed ; aad that knows r»?so^ ho^ strictly, ho 
a. .Co an$si:er ^ to JS0U,. foniita. Sna^Uji> and* Cart w^ 
trhkhtthe Rdply.is made, -May I be.ooaUed to speak as 
HiibOracl^ (b), thatja^ ia 9tet % Maniiflr* as .fiiilhf uUy to 
echa back whattbe Sacred Orades teaph ! 

.:■[.. »^ ^ • -A ^r.'h> J* .§..?;. Aad 
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78: AUSel^HDephUtam^thKU^giBetn^^ Ct^L^^K 

§. 2. And here, that 1 may be ssrc to follow the safest 
Guides, and the fairest Examplt;S) I must preach Salra* 
tion to you, in the Xfjiy oi ReperUame towards GO l>j Mnd 
at Faitk in our Lord Jesus Christ {cyi That, good old 
Doctrine, which the Apostles preached, and which no 
]\l3n can pretend to f:hai|ge, ^^ at Jtbe Peril of his own 
Sou], and of theirs who attend to him. 

§. 3w I suppose, that you are^by this Time, cdnrinced 
of )^ou)r ihiiM am! CMiAttiiiitftSoti, &li4 of ytftff M^ftiau. 
bility to ist^ei\exyp>%T«kit' Ijel 9t^m^ertM(!!^}!ii|gp9^you 
iofeel iJmt Coimetion, yet more deeply, and to impress it 
with yet gjreater Weight upon yeur Soul; that you have 
ifnlkm^ jjotirseif^ )fcnd tW tn )^&ttrserfh ptH gm^lkeij^ 
/ohntf (dy. * tie persdadbd fhe^efoftCj'^e^fp^esAy, «id so- 



^ , - „ 9i»iteW»^;"«^ ^iVe up y> ^|)ti)f^*iia?; 

whfl^hHf yoi «o ^ot gwir* a^fbtost, Witt lierVewijr ^ ^• 
tntJi'^spcTCtly^ freibre it fe* bb«eirtc#/jai»AfcriH lea# ykvtho 

•^:f 4.''Be^'ass\ii^,^llikt 1P4!tfelf yoit iteeiaVl^.'^on Wist 
rf;«$jl)c *hk «^N«ttort WtJtyy^/<y)?iS^*V^ 

acccptf d, fctft :evowTted. )) ov^fkst fajj^ick^itny^uii^ -Chisn 
with uR^MbB^ ^ck^nUibdgl^if^ fi^^ hhe tl^ft^ m. 
ko'1<%^i:fmsi\^k^^ihs^I^^ 

TMo'hfGrm ts-\k^i$khf^i^m^}'krtifK^^ 
tindSancfifimtion, andi^dOiilSj^mn^^^^^ 
sensible, yotr are in such a State, as, having none of these 
i»7vosse«f^:«^r>iifi^'tfcnriiff;cuicit^ )J¥%lbnMifei3rthlFe^ 
teiObus»dns»bkoy Mtt fgfi,M§ttigrikiUkmudk gMtBfLy poU 
h^ a«[|^cjtela«bl^.t>i^^. doAliordhnftewcB dl, mObbbJi 
$tia^itstw^wkctmiik^ xiiM^ Qliiftftn J^o1bbsid%;^tln* 

iif/«i^Pti|rSaffrf<J^i:-^ c£d V-;'} i..o . 1 ^^ 

miy/fi, ¥Oif wlll.boi)flqpiiMctor^el«ii«%chatiaHb.ii^>l» 

ftteci^QkiMsf cNAiMto^^ p4ahio» Qfli»ytscifo iMg^:;^ «isift 
^.^ >^M cQ«Ml4f%ttf<^CJ!£r^ a(4<»p Abfoeftoin^fiflr 
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CHpi Qi Uni Chrisi dtofu ie HfU^^ iol ft. 

S^'ttwHir; forainf thai. Resolution ia tfae^f«iigtlr of 
^^ His G#acc^, and SxJmg your-Dependance an thm^ yfot 
^' yonr Actieptasce vlth Gofi, «veo wlik you jivc pur. 
¥ posing to do four terjr bcit, ariBl \rbea jou iniro<»c« 
^. tttally* d6De the best joa etdr will do ia Conpcqfieiiod 
" of that Purpose.'* 

§• 6i The drst and most important Advice iliat Itn^ 
give yim tn four pceseu^ Ctrcnmstafieet, is, thai tfoUhok 
to Christ and apjdy ifourseif to Him. Asitf liere, sai/n<fi 
in jfour Heariy who shall Mscemiinto Heavem^ to bring Him 
down t<tme {h) ? or wito shall raise me up thither, to pite-. 
sent me before Him ? Tiie blessed J^sus h^^ whom ali 
Thmgs consist (i), bjr wiuom the wiiole Sfstcm of thorn \i 
supported^ ^^forgottea ^ He is by must diat troar liis 
Name,'* is noi far from umf qf li* (k): Nor could He have 
promised to have been, whereter Tzco or Tfire^ are met 
together in His N4ane{\)y but in CoilBequeiice of those 
trultf Divine Petfedions^ by whieh He is eveiy where pre- 
sent* Would you therefore, O Sinnef, desire to be saved t 
Go to the Savlonr. Would you desire to beddii^ered f 
I«0Qk to that great Deliverer : And tbouglt )(;6tt: should iM 
so overwhelmed with GuikMuid Shame, and Fear, and 
Horror, tfasit j»vl slMuId be incapable Qf speaking to Him ^ 
fall down .in this .speechless Confusion at His Feet; 4iiid 
behold Him m the Lamb of GOD^ that takoth- eiioajf the 
SinsoftheJVorldivA). 

4« 7. Behold Him therefore with tin attentive' Byei, 4Uii 
.say, Whether the Sight doics not touch, ^nd •even nMit 
thy very Heart! Dost ^ou not feel, what aioolaSh,- land 
wiMita wretched C^eatare thou iuist been ;> that iorJfebe 
Sake of «uoh low and sovdid Gratifications imd' Interests, 
as tkose which /thou hast been pursuing, thou «hotfldst 
thus km Ms Frince of i^fis <a) ! Jiehold 4he deep Wwnde 
which He bore for thee, Look on Him tthom H&otr hant 
piercedy md surety thou must vmamrn (o), «nless tbine 
Aeart be liardeaed into Stone. Which ef «liy past Sixtft 
4ttnst thpu reflect upon, and swf , ^' for that it was wor4ik 
^^ my while, 'thus to* have injured my Sa^ioivr, smd 
X to h^e eKpowd the Son of Gqd 4o avch eumringsf** 
-^. <3r% .•■•4o* 

{K) Rom. X. 6, • (k) Acts xvU. 27. (m) John i. 29. 
' M PjSUii.it, (1) Mutt.AWtt. 90, (a) Al>ts^i-il5. 
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S(> Eaer^ Sin niutt beforst^en^ Chap. §^ 

An^ il4iat /fatuilB Tenvptatiom catt arise so considerable,' 
th^ thdu shoiildst saj, <^ for tbe Sake of this^ I will 
^y crucify nt^ Lord ugmn (p) ? Sioaer thou tnust repent ; 
thou must repent of every Stn ; and mnst forsake it z 
But if tbna doest it to any Purpose, I well know it 
must be at the Foot of the Cross. Thou roust sacrificef 
ever^ Lust^ ejen'the dearest; though it should be like a 
Right JIandj or a Right Eye (q) : And therefore that 
thou mayest) if possible, be animated to it, I hare led 
thee to that Altar, on which Christ Himself wus saerificed 

for thee, anOffermgofanceet''SmellingSuvour(ry. Thou 
must. yield up thyself to GOD, as one (dive from the 
Dead (s)« And therefore I hare shewed tiiee at what a 
Price He purchased thee ; for thou wast not redeemed with 
corrupXibte TTiiiigs, as Silver and Gold, but with the pre* 
tious Blood of the Son of GOD, that Lamb mthmttBlemishi 

. and without Spot (t). And now I would ask thee, as be. 
fore the Lord, Whalti does thine own Heart -say to it ^ 
Art thou griered for thy former OfFences? Art thou 
wiiiing to forsake thy 'Sins ? Art thou willing to become 
the cheerful^ thankful SerTant of Him, who hath pur* 
ichased thee with His own Blood? . . 

, §• 8. I will suppose such a Purpose as this rising in 
fth»de Heart. How determinate it is, and h»w effectual 
it.may.be,. { know not : What different Views may arise 
hereafter, or how soon the present Sense may wear off* 
But tfaii I assuredly know, that titou. wilt never see Rea« 
Btmi to> /ehaoge these Views : for howerer thou mayest 

^ jiltcr, ith^ Lord Jesus Christ is the same Yesterday, To^ay^ 
miid far .esper, ^u). . And the Reasons, that now recosi- 
^end Repentance and Faith, as fit and necessary, will 
icontinue invariable, as long as . the Perfections of the 
blessed Gon are' the same, and as long air Hia Son con. 
ilinues the same. 

. .'§. 9. But while you hare these Views and these PuTm 
pnses, I; must , remind you, that this is not. all which is 
necessary to your Satvati on* You must not. ofdy purpose^ 
jbnt as Gx>n gives Opportunity, you must oc/, as those 
"Who are. convinced of the Evil of Sin, und of the Neces* 
isity and Excellence of Hoiin^s. And that you may be 

enabled 

(p) Beb, jh. 6. (r) Ephy v. «. (t) 1 Pet. i. IB, 10. 

fq) Matl. V, S9, 30* \9) K^vAM* 19* (a) Heb. ziii* S. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chapw9; . mtd^ Soul tomimitedio Christ . 81 

enabled to do.so In other Instances, you inust ia the first 
Place, and as the first great Work of GOD^ (as our Lord 
Himself caihit,) Mievein Hun whom-GOJ) haihseni(%}i 
You most coofide in Him ; mus^ commit your Soul into 
^< the Hands of Christy to he «ared by Him in His owa 
/< appointed Method of Sanation." Thhi is the great 
Act qf saving Faith; and I pray God, that you may 
experimentally know what It means; so as to be able' to 
say with the Apostle Pok/, in the near Views of Death 
itself, I know whom I have believed^ aud am persuaded thai 
ileis fMe to keep Htatuiddi Ihave committed to Him utdU 
that Day (y)^ that great Decisive Day, which if we are 
Christians^ we have always in yiew^ To this I wauld 
ui^e you;; and oh that I could be so happy as to eogage 
you to It^ while I am iUustratiRg it in this, and the Mm 
lowing Addressesi Be assured, you must not apply.your* 
selves immediately to GOD, as absolutely, or in Himself 
cimsidered, in the Neglect of a Mediatdr. It will nciiher 
be acceptable to Him, nor safe for you, ta rush into His 
Presence, without any Regard .to His own Son, whom 
He hath appointed to introduce Sinners to I^nu And if 
you come otherwise, you come as one ztlio is not a Sin^ 
ner: The very Manner of presenting the Address will 
be interpreted as a. Denial of that GuMt, with which He 
Knows you a^e chargeable: and therefore He wiU not 
;idmit you, nor so -much as look upon you.. And ac« 
cordihgly, our Lardy knowing how much every Man liv* 
ing w£^ concerned in this, says, in the most universal 
Terms, No Man cometh. unto the Father but by. Me (z). 

^. 10. Apply therefore to this glorious^ Redeemer, 
^amiable as He will appear to every. beUeviog Eye) in 
the Blood which He lAed uifon the Cross, and in the 
Wounds which He received ithere. Go to Him, O Sin. 
ner, ttiis Day, this Moment, with all. thy Sins about 
jthee* Qojust as fkou art; for if thou wiit never apply 
to Him, tUl thou arjt first righteous and holy, thou wiit 
never be f^t^teoui aadholy at^U; nor canst be so on 
this Sjappopition, unless there wo*e some .Way of being 
so without Him; and then^ there would be no Occasion 
for applying to Him for Highteousness and l](oUness* 
^t were i9.deed ^ if it should be s^d^ that a jsick Ms^xt 

should 

i^) Joim vi» 29^ iy) « Tim. i. \%. («) Jphn xiv. $. 
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M 'rhe IkMgaa^ of 6nenLbfkMing to Christ. Chsqr, 9* 

AotiM' ctelisr his AppHcstiott to 4b Physimn^ till l»is 

Httatth is recovered. Let me ihtrttott repeat It without 

Ofatkce^Cr^ i6 Him just as th^u fort^ and say, (O that thou 

maye^t thfs Moment l>e enabled to saj it from thy tery 

Soiil!) ^^ Blessed JemSy I am surely one of the most sin^ 

^ fnl^ and one of the most miserable Creatures, that 

f, evert fell prostate before Thee: Nerertheless I come, 

i^ because I hare liecird that Thou didst once say, Come 

'^ mntaJSIc aU ye that labour y and are heavy laden, and I 

^ isiU give you Rest (a), I come, because I have heard, 

Thott didst gracioasly say, Him that cameth unto Me, I 

kUI iH na ui$e cast out (b). O Thou Prince of Peace, 

ff O Thou King^ ofGflory, I am a condemned miserable 

'^ Sinner, I have mined my o^n Soul, and am con* 

^ demncid for ever, if ThOn dost not help tne and save 

^ me. I have broken Thy Father's Law, and Thine, 

f for Thou art one with Him (c). I have deserved con^ 

demniation and Wrath ; and I am, even at this rety 

Moment, under a Sentence of everlasting Oestrus tion t 

' SL Dcstr action, vrhich will be aggravated by all th6 

' Contempt which I have cast upon Thee, O Thoa 

' bleeding l4anib of GOD : For I cannot, and will not 

' dissemble it before Thee, that I have wronged Thee, 

^ most basely, and nngraiefuUy wronged Thee, nhder 

' the Character of a Saviour, as well as of a Lord* 

' Bnt now, I am willing to submit to Thee; and I have 

' brought my poor trei^iing Soul, to lodge it }n lliine 

^ Hands, if Thou wilt condescend to receive It; and if 

> Thou dost. not, it jnnstperish. ■ O Lord,^ I lie at Thy 

' Feet t Stretch out Thy Golden Sceptre Jhat I may Uve 

' (d)! Yea^ if it please the King, let the Life ofmy Soul 

' be gixkn nierftmyPetHion (e) ! I hare no Treasure, 

^ whirewith to purchase it ; I haive no Equivalent to 

* give Thee for it : But if that compassipnate Heart of 

' Thine can iind aPieasnre in saving nne of the most 

^ distressed t^rci^tufes under Heaven, that Piea^ire Thon 

' niayest here find. O Lord, V hav^e foolishly* attemptec| 

^ to be mine own S^iviotir ; but it will not do, I am 

' sensible the Attempt i$ vaiU''; anct therefore I give ii 

^ oi'tr, an4 loohunita 2%ee, On Thee, (blessed Jes^s, whq 

' ' ^ :^ i ■•./;■ A'.^^ 

(a) Mutt. xi. 28. (b) John vi. 37. (c) John x, 30, 

(d) JEd^h. iv, 11^ (e) £gtl|. vy, 3, - 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ eMl|igtiVii|ifti# c|f dbe /^«(> iWMil*i sahmil; -fi» IV 
^^ Doetfifies eket sa my^iml»^»y it id .espuf h luo me : iW 
¥ Th»m fhymtt kttsi mid M. To 'fWiie 'Atcattm^nt, 
i^^Qhodd&B^ ai^IatSBOdeitsiQs, O Thua Jloiyi and. eviar 
:<^ iec^phil)ifi'ffi^.Pi«£«,^viDvWi I «ni6^ ^A«d* to 'Jthy 

Sfr a wiUing^ ite%h«Ail 8uli}eeHon $ }a Token <aif lifsf^a- 
.M ence andb Lq7#, / Aia^ ^0 Son (f ) ; I kks die CtrmitA 
•^^ )iBfdi»<Uis .Feet. I admit Tkee, O my Saviear, land 
f^ welcomoThee with. nntttterabLe Joy, tatha Throne in 
■^^ my Hearts Aseead it, and reign tliere far ever *i 
^^ SnhdurvmeEsemiea, O JLond, for ttiby are Thine^ 
'.^^ amdtaniilQemfeTliyfaitlifQl, ^od xeak>Q8 Servant; faith- 
fih;^M to De0ik^rm9dseedbus^toEkrmit^.]* 
*.'.''%. ll«r:SQc|iias this must be the hmgu^t 'Ofremr 
vjrery Heaitt^birfbria: the Lord.' B^t then remiNaheis that 
an ConfleQveDce ihcsreof it mtiat be the Language of your 
.life top^ The ttoueantng Wprds w&f the Lips i^cMiid be 
lavain Af^ckeryt The most afectionat^ Iransport of 
the Passions, should it be transient and inefTeoiaiatl wimki 
te but Jike a lUfize e^ Straw y ^presented instead x)fiif. 
*<^iwc aLt'Hls Altdr/ Wii^ stich Humiiity, •tiith' sudh 
Love, w ith siieh cordial Jjelf-DedicatidA and Submission 
fof 6«HiH ^ttttddii often prostrate tiiyself^ inlhe'Pre- 
's&tice^oi Qtrhii and then thou; must go ainray, aiid keep 
ilIfa]tMiti^tiiyaiitleW';-nust«ga.a\Tay, and live ^tutto Gdu 
^thcQu^h Himj den^g Un^odUness tmd mrkU^LusfSy and 
behavmg thyself «dM?#t(y, righfeoust^^ ind gbdfy in this 
3w4« Hmarlni Worldi%)i Tron quist make ft your Care, 
(to idiew ^bur L(yve*4)y Obedience $ by formkig yourself as 
.niHch «# jpossibte^ fttcovdNiag to thd Tein|)er aiid Manner 
0(j€m9i ik iHiiBlmt yiHi Mieve^ ¥oa must miitke it the 
great Pc^iit bf your AmUfion, (and a uobter View you 
xaMot^atertiHii^> 4ov be ^ 4i9ing Image qf Ghrisi; that 
io far as Circumstanees ^ili aRow9^ even those who have 
fcckrd and read but little of Hiro^ may, by^ obserTliig 
•ybU) \m M4^tko Mi^suro see and kaow tchia kind cf a L^e 
Mm ^f'the blessed Jesus was. And. this must be your 
.\; i ;• . .' ^: . ' » '.> • . ' eonstant 

tf ) >«al. U. I?. (g) Tit. li. js. 
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tolAitaftt Carf, your praviilmg Cfenmiceer, «stofig48]roii 
4ive. To^ wnstfoUcfm Him^ irhitiiersoflnrer He leads* yoa; 
vvist foUom^ with aCrois on your SboiddeT) when He 
commands you to take ii up (h) ; and so must l)^/iMf AfW 
cren unto J^eath, expecting the Crown of Life (i). 
*" §. 19. This, so far as. I hare been able to learn from 
the Word of Gon, is the Win; to Safety and Glory.; the 
surei^t, €tie only Way you can take. It is the fVojf which 
every faithful Minister of Christ has trod, and is treads 
lag; and the Way, to which, as te tenders theSalva;* 
tion of his own Soul, he must direct others. We can. 
not, we would- not alter it, in favour d oursehres, or 
of oar dearest Friends. It is Ifche Way in which alone, 
so far as we can judge, it becomes the HessedQOD to save 
Jlis Apostate Creatures. AnA therefoie, Reader^ I beseech 
and intreat you, seriously to consider it: and JetjTOur 
own Conscience answer, as in the Pr^ssence of Gon'^ 
whether yon are willing to acquiesce in it, or not* put 
know, Uiat to nject it, is thine Eternal Death* For as 
there is no other Name under Heaven given as^ong Men 
tDherebjftbe can be saved (k), but this of Jesus ^ofNazOm 
reiki so there is no other Method but ,fhisj in which 
Jesus Himself will save us. 

The Sinner deliberating on the Expediency ff fofUng i^ 
wil^ (liis Sfethod of Sqlj)ation. , / 

^^ |^ONSJD£R, O my Soul, what Answer ^ilt thon 
ILy ^^ return ^o such Proposals as these; Surely if 
5^ l.vr^xe to spjsak the.first<Diciate-Qfthb corrupt aod 
<< degenerate Heart, it would be,- This is a hard Saying^ 
<< ami toho fan hear i$ (I)! Tp 1^ thus humbled, thus 
'' mqrtified^ thus subjected! To take sucf^a Hke upon 
<^ m^ and to carry it>fts long ras J liyel T<^ give np 
<( every darlins; hy^WthovLfh dear ta ip«( Ii3 st ft^ii Eye^ 
« i|,|id sefsmingiy necessary as aRsght.Jttf^nfil. To subtnit . 

.>^ not only ipy^Life, bn^ my Heart, to the Command 
.<< and IXspipline of an^^iherj. JiO.^kofVQ,^ Masfer ther&t 
^' aqd 4uch a Master^ /^ will cqnttoul many of its fa« 
^c vourite AfTectiQUQ, ai|d direct them quite into. another 
<< Channel ! A Mqstfw^ wl(o Himself represents H«9 Com. 

(b) Matt. zvi. 24. (i) Rer. U. 10. <k) A<M !▼. 12« 

(l)Johiivl. 60, : ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



<^ maiidiv *3r, ming up lih^ €r9H mdrfonomng Jftkn^l 
<^ TojadlMve to tke strictest RuJkB8F0f GMl;^8 and S^4 
^^ brietyy oi Righieousness ti^ Truth; HL^depairtiftgftrom 
<< theui, Maa^ allow^ Instancte, great or smaii, upcm 
<< any Temptation^ for atijr Aclfaatage, to escape any 
<^ Inconyenienise and EtU^ no, not even for ithe Preser* 
^< Tatio& of Life it^lf ; biit, upoaaprojier Call of Pro« 
<^ ttdence, to aiQt 4s if I hated siven, fnjf own Life (9i>t 
<^ Loni, k is Mrd to FI^ and J^ood : An(t y^t I per^ 
f^ ceire aodifeeU thejre is ^ne JJemand yet (larder tinn 

f^thtS- ...-.; . .' '• .. • ■, ^^ 

^^ With aU tbese P^ecaationsj; with all tliese Mortifi* 
f^ «atioQ99 thePrideof my Nature would j&ad soioeja* 
><< Irard Resource of Pleasure, niigat t bot seoretly think 
f^ ^tfhadheenmpmEDn S(fin0uri;,.thAt my own Wis^ 
'< dom, and my^oir^ JElesotiition, had broken the Bands 
/< and Chains of the Enei9y; and that I had drawn, oat 
f^ of iny own Treasures, the Price With which my Re* 
t^ demption was pnriBhaied«' Bnt iinusj^ I lie do^vn before 
M another, as gvttty and condemn^, as w^k and help- 
f* less; andtmuHth^ QbUgafim b^^mUtipli^d, and must 
^f a Mediator have His Share too ? Must I go to (keCrose 
^^ for my Salvation, and seek my Glory from the Infamy 
^^ of t^at? Most I be 8trippe4 of eye^y ptcmttgPreteilce 
*^ to Righteousness, and stan4 iil this Respect upon a 
^* Lerel with the vilest of Men ? stand of the Bar amongst 
^^ the greatest Criminals, pleading GuUt^ with them, and 
^' seektog DelirisrauGe by that v^ ^ oj (Sracey whereby 
<< ihM iBAte obtained it ? 

<^ I dare ^oi deliberately $9^yy This Method is unrea* 
^< sonable* My Conscience testif|ies, that I have sinned 
f^ and cannot b^ justified before Gqo, as an innocent 
^^ and ob«if}ient Creature. My Conscience tells me, that 
^ all these hi;m»bHng Circumstances are fit: That it is. 
^< fit, a CQUvieted Criminal should be brought upon his 
^ Knees: That a captive Rebel should give up the 
^< Weapons of his Rebellioii, and bow befpre his Sove* 
f< reign, if be expect his Life. Yea, my Reason, aa 
^< wdil as my Conscience tells me, that it is ft and ne* 
^ oessary, that if I am saved at aU, I should be saved 
i^ fiojofi tl^e Power mul l«ove qt Stay as well as from the 

^' CQ^, 

• ' ' > (») l<tth« xlT. ?5f ' 
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l^il^ondemnaiibn' of Ifr^ 4n^ thM if ScivmSgo Mercy 
^< '^1^' me' a )ie# lift^ afltr having diisMml eternal 
M Doath, It ift* no6l it, I s^mMi ^Id m^^to iGGB^ ai 
^ aUvefrmn the Demd (W^ Bx»ty Oh von^fhtd Mam that 
^ /am, ffeel a Lfmin mf'Jji^mbers^ thai towt agmnst 
<< the Law efmyMtnd(Q%'Q.i^ o|>|jo&08 tbeConvlctioa of 
^ my Reason vidC^Meience. lyha^UdsUsa^ me froiA 
<< tfai9 B^ikta^ef Wto sliair make me iviirin^ to ^di^ that; 
<< whicli I inew ill my Wi^ Seri ii% be mogt exfMdteht? 
^^ O Lord, seMtte my Heart, -and let it ndt^be draim sd 
^^ strongly one Way, while the nobler Powers of m^ 
^^ fitind would ^direct H another t Cenqtier Wery Ucenti. 
^< OU9 Principle witbily, that it may be my Joy to* Ito s6 
^ wisely governed, and restrained! Especially, stiMne 
<< my Pride, that Ldrdly Corn^piion, wtitck so ill sliiti 
<< an impoverished and a condemned Creature; that Th> 
n ^ay of Salvatibn^ be made(amiable to'mis in Propori 
-^< tion to ikhe Degree in which it is -hliinbiing ! I feel'4 
^* Disposition to Hn^erinSotkrit'y but Oft ^^^ metdfid th 
*< mey emd pnll me 9Ut &fii%j5)^ before the St0rm.ofTh;^ 
^^ ' flaming Veogeattce lall^ ; and there 'be no more 
« escaping r* * 






•1*$ ** 
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Cb^p, Itk Convktions firpquin^ wfmr t^ 



CHAP, X. 

^e Sinner seriously urged and intre^^ted t9 
accept of Salvation in this Way, 



Since manv 7»ho have been impressed with tjffise Things sufm 
fer the Inliyression to teem* off in vmn^ §.1.- Strongly as 
theCme speaks for itself^ Sinners are to -he intreated fo 

• accept this Salvatiouy §. 2. Accordvtgitf the Reader isin-m 
treatkd^ (1 ,*) By the Majestif and Metci/ of GOD : §. 5, 
(2f) Bif the djfing Love of our Lord Jesus Christ: §. 4« 
(3.) By the Regard due tdFeUoztiXreatures: §. 5. (4.) 
By the Worth of his own immortal Souly §. 6, T^d 
Matter is solemnity left with the Reader as before GOIf^ 
§.7. The Sinner yielding to these Intreaties^ and <fe. 
daring his Acceptance of Salvation by Christ. 

%. 1. innnUS far hare 1 oiteti in6wa ConVicdo^i 
JL an4 impressions to arise^ (if I might judge by 
the strongest Appearances) which after all have worQ. 
off again. Sonje unhappy. Circumstance of extern^ 
Temptation 9 ever joiqed by the inward Refiictance of ao 
utisanctified Heart to this holy and humbling Scheme of 
Redemption, had been the Ruiii of MultitUdei^ An^ 
through the Deceitfulness ofSiH\ they have been hardened 
fa), till they seem to hiave been uttcrty destroyed^ andth^ 
Xcithout Remedy (b). And therefarCi O tlibu Imiportad 
' Creatave, "^rho art now reading these *L,inBs, I beseeci 
thee, that while Affairs are in this ciritjcal Situdtiony v^hilo 
there are these Balanving$ of Mind^ between accepting 
Itiid rejecting that glorious Gospel, which, in th^! Inte^ 
gritjr of my -Heart, \ I^ave now been laying before jqvl\ 

... yw 

id,) Hcb, iii, 15, '" {b) IProY, xxix, 1, 

« 
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f» The Stbnar kUf^edinGOiys tJame; Chap. 10* 

yon would once more gire me an attentive Audience, 
while I plead in Goo's Behalf, (shall I say?) or rather in 
your own : While as an Ambassador from Christy and as 
though GOD did beseech 1/oUf by me, I pray you in ChrisVs 
Stec^ that you would be reconciled to GOD (c) ; and 
would not after these Awakenings and these Enquiries, 
by a Madness which it will surely be ^ doleful Business 
of a miserable Eternity to lament, reject this coropas* 
sionate Council of GOD towards you. 

§. 2. One would indeed imagine, there should he no 
^eed of importunity here. One would conclude, that 
as soon su penshing Sinners are told, that an" oifended Goo 
is ready to be reconciled'; that He offers them a full Parw 
don for all their aggravated Sins ; yea<| that He is willing 
.to adopt them into His Family now, that Ho may at 
length admit them to His Heayeniy Presence ; all should 
^ith the utmost Readiness and Reasui-e embrace so kind 
jL Message, and fail at Hb Feet in speechless Transports 
of Astonisiiment, Gratitude, and Joy. Bat aJas^we ^nd 
it much otherwise. We se^ Multitudes quite nnmpTed, 
^nd t^e. Impressions whi^h are made on many more, are 
/eeble and transient. Lest it should be thus with you, 
p Reader, let ^ne urge the Message with which I have 
jdie Honour \o be charged : Let me inireai you to be rem 
candled io GODy and to accept of Pardon and.Sal^fition 
in the Way in which it is so freely offered to you. 
_ |. 3. I intreat you, « by tfce Mqgesty of that GOD^ 
*^ i9 wjbQseJN^ame X cpme ;'' lyhose Voice fills all Hea. 
yen with Reverence and Obedienpis. Hp speaks* nipt, iut 
WSLin* tp Legions of Angels ; but if there could be a^y 
Contention among those blessed Spirits it would bo 
,^hp should be first .to execute His Commands.. let 
Him not speak iiiv^in to a wretched Mortal ! I intreat 
^oU, " by the Terrprs if His Wrathy^^ who^puld spe^k to 
"you in Thunder; who could bjr one single Act of Jlis 
' ^ill, cut off this precarious Life of yours, a,n.d send you 
jipWn to HeU^ I beseech you " by His Merffes^ by His 
^' tender "Mefdes /" by * the Bowels of His Compassion, 
Which still yearn pye^ you, as those 6f a Parent over a 
ydear Sony over a tender Childy whom, notwithstanding 
tis former ungrateful Rebellion He earnesthi remembers 
•^* ^ - "^ stilh 

. <c) 8 C^r. T. SIP, . . 
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Chap; 10. Bif the Lave of a ilysr^f Redeemet* it 

iiiil (d). I b^^h' aftd inrtreat ybn, ^ hj all tys pdS^r* 
nai Goodness,** tkatyou do no! (as It Were) «oiapel Hitil 
to lose the Character of the gentle Parent, in that of th€» 
irighteous Judge; so that (as He threalens with R^aM 
to those whom He had just called //fir Sem and HU 
Daughters) a Fire shall be kindled in his Anger , whicH 
shall burn unto the lowest Hell (e). 

§. 4^ I beseech you farther^ hy^ihe Name and Love 
*^ of'ont dying Sitcioor*** I beseech yon, by^ all tbii 
Condeseendon of His Ineafnatioti; by thtA Poverty Uf 
which He TdtuTitarily jkubilirtted, that^i mighibe enriched 
with Eternal Treasured C^)* hy all the gracibus InTita. 
lions which He gave, which istill sound in His Word^ and 
Mill cotning,(asitwere) warmfroqii His Heart, zxestoeeUaf^ 
than Honey or the Honetf-Comb (g). I beseech you, ^f 
all His glorious Works 'of Power and of Wonder, whictt 
werc-also Woi*ks of Love* I beseech you, by the Me. 
mory'of the ixio^t benevolent Person, and the most gene^ 
ilous Friend. I beseech you, by the Memory of what H* 
suffered, as well- as of what He said and did ; bjtheAgbn^ 
which He endured in the Garden, when His Body w^ 
covered tsdiih a Dew of Blood (h). I beseech you, by adi 
^h4t tiender Distress which He felt, when His dearestFriends 
forsook Him and ^ed (i), :B.nd His Blood-thirsty Enemies 
dragged Him away, like the meanest of Slaves, andiUlLe 
the vilest of Criminals. I beseech yon by tiie Blows and 
Bruises, by the Stripes and Lashes, which this mjuired 
Sovereign endured while in their rebellious Hands ;- by 
JheShame of Spitting, from which He hid not that kind and 
▼enerabhs Cotm^£rnd7(k). I beseedi'yoir^^byihe/iifr^ 
^Robe, the Sceptre of Reedy aUd the CrQwn'ofThom$y wUeh 
this King of Ghr^' wore, • that He might set us among tim 
Princes of Heaven (I). I beseech yott by. the heavy Bur-; 
ddn (i(tke Cross^ uoder wMeh Hepahtbd, ^nd'tbil^, and 
fainted,* in the {lainful Way to: Golgotha (m), that He 
might fre^ us from the Burden pf our Sins/ l beseech 
you, by the Reinembratnoe of t^ose rudB Nails, -that tort 
thit Veins and Arteries, the Nerves and Tendons of His 
Sacred Hands and Feet; and by that invincible;^ that 
; " ^ • trlumj^hailt 



(d) Jer. 1IXXI. «0. ' * (g) P«s!. xhc. ta. (k) laai. U^ 

(e) Dent, xxxii. 19<,S?. Ub) Uke jtxW.U.' (1) P«^. txiW. 8. 
<f ) « Cor. viii. 9. (i) Matt. xxvi. 5G. (m) Jete six. 17, 
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M» BgMika^ Christ did imd suffer^ t Cttap. tOi 

ti44rtilf htat Cno^oess, ii9hk^\ vh^ the Ir<ni pierc^ HSs 
Flesh, engaged Him to crj out, Futherjor^ve tkem^for tke^ 
kn0td natuhtU the^ do (n). 1 beseech you, by ihaX un^ 
li^tomUe Anguish which Hie bore, ^)u:b Itfied up upon ike 
Cross^ and extended there as on a Rack, for six-p^fal 
Hours, that you open yp^r Jleart to those attractive In* 
flaences which have druun to Him Thousands and Ten 
'i'h<^iisfttid6 {o)« I beseech you, by all that Instdt and 
Derision^ which •the Lord ofGhr^ bore there (p) ;. by that 
parchiiig Tkini ^hi«^h could Mrdly obtain th^ Relief of 
Viaegm- (4); by that doief^l Qr^yho astonislung in the 
MottOi of thi only Begotten of Hie Father, M^ GODy I^ 
GOD la^ htut Thau forsaken Me (r)i I besfecfa you^ ^ 
that Grace that sobduec^ and pardoned a di^gM^^-aetar 
(«) ; by that Compassion for Siuneni, by that Compassioii 
for you^ which wrought in His Heart, long as its. titd 
Motion continued, and which ended not wheaJBfe bomed His 
He&d^ saying, A isjinithedy andgioce ^ the Ghost {i). I 
beseech you, by ^fi Tiriiimphs of tJ^at Resurrection, by 
which He was dedanedto he the Son i^GOD zeithPover^ 
by ihe Spirit ^f UoUnees which wrought to accomplish it 
(a);. by 4ha(t i^dous- Tenderness,. which atlemper^.alt 
(hose Trtnniphs, ^henlle said to her out of whom JJe had 
caetSeBenBevilAyOOKkCGtningHisfHscipfes^ who had treat* 
edHimso basely, ^», ieU Mjf Brethren^ lasoend unto M$ 
fkdhertmdgovr Father ^ wHo M^ GOD and pour GODix)i 
I iieaeedh ycm, iby ,^hiji CofsMieseensi^ii, with which ]i» 
said to Thonms iKhoa his tFubclief had m^de 5uoh an no* 
>«8Sonti)le DenaiMl^ ibeach fidtker thp Finger ^ und behoti 
MpMamb^ andt^efKk'biiber^thineiMandyiHl thrust it^td^ 
M^Sidet nnd.tiemutfaithkisfi^t Mfetmtg (y)« I beseech 
|r<m| by ihattgenerc^ atid/aithful.Care of His People^ 
which He carried up.; wilh Him to thie^ Rcgiofis of Glory, 
hnd 7ir)iieh e&gagisd fittn to sead down HisJSpiritf m that 
ffdh I^ofii^n io»f\iDiracuk»us^G$$tS9 to spreiod the Prqgrm 
of ilisjsaving WoBrd>(t). I«be|ee(^ yon 9 by th«|; Voice 
«f Sympathy' and^Power, niuth which Me smid to Smdi^ 

k.ii ' ^ -• > "1'. ' :: r. ^ •»- . .. '• • , .. while 

■ '. ' » I <. • . , , i. . • 

JL«|Ee ariii. S4. (q) John ziir . ^8, S9. (t) John ziir» 30. 
^ - . John xii. 39. (t ) Matt. xxVii. 46. (a) Rom. 1. 4. 

(p)Matt;iUlt}i.tfNMl4.(9^Lvlci^xury48;»43.^x) Jiohajub U« -• . 
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ftkdiei9r;:of all i^M. Christ. %9A «lffea<lf ioiie, b^ iW 
ill^p6^tfoiir<»f utt ile will fectbor do f<Hr His Peof)l9; I 

Vatte-£^ar4.pib}I}fr.J^tuiej;i€ith wdlick tiliJIU ftncooriisr 

]«|tHii0f^4i«gaiy:lihMe pi^ciowfi JCimi«iit9^.;wki^ UisSpirit 
Wiibm >)>rciii4Mfgo«Fi(iii youi; thut^ yoji 4oiiiot.4BM att 
it^^iMitfiaU^i ^hicli! «(ui^T;nt¥eriieiiifip, and iHkiBb^ Inu 
pftfTOJifWfc'liCy^cKiyoiir Etemky. depgada. . 
, '^;u;ai . f f'besedl;^ y^ >^ by )ali t^e <&»kii^/)r «^. Cbm» 
^: iM^^n iK!lbieb yoa-#weiit(> the fuitkfmL MhwHtrs af 
<^ Christy^* who aii ifliiilyiiit add slft^oRri»gy fknadiinji 
ibNJi ptayiq^iV^aoiiig i(^l;.th(iiri.Tilfie,jitft]iaRs/yii# tfeeir 

t)ic^Sf»lTliti<«i 0^ ¥Qlir; S^ottl) Mdol^ftNdS likelpyncsL. I 

JUMiii^ iifid^y Ofe Menol?y >piMB DbolA:; ^y -Om %diii 
of ^hoffe >4i^a JbftTe itrUM ttiirajr tbeitx Dsfv ^ and am 
jperU}»d|ii^ttr.SiHs,raAd:l^|r tht Httppiims aT llioaife tfl» 
)Mlir<»if!9ibii«i(td;)lfac firo«pel^'and araiitfaved hjr'a*. rd..be4 
$m»dk y^9n^My tha.gwmt i^pecttttiair^if that ili]i|»drlaMl 

rto^9lncl^Jri«ts<«iE! fTiraiiaji^ aod«f tfhidd|^7)BA|E«Mira 

H^ ^bibli }tiia(^^gli^i|d JB]»lemiilty «ihatt daga <;^ > ^ . 

^^ «m<i immortal Smd^' ^^kfiim^xtnJ^wfmtibftt a^fd^ydng 
Bedy or of a ftiuldea Surprise into the Invisible States 
. Md^^.jfOM w^rdrfeel-.9i»»%ari; ,of, Gaq*^^ 
dep^rfiag %^^' )Wapa ^JiKftar. J?c«4 h«^ Heart are 

-.£rftiViAKRiift»f4^/ «h(fcVIiiAeWfe«u«Ti..:j «)* jfet^-HiUUlL 
4^2«or;xU. 1 K (d) 2 Thess. i. 7, (F) l Tiic». Iv. \^ 
<^«W (f)Watt.xzv.»l;j4U 



Digitized by 



Google 



M Ani^ ik^ Wot^' 6fW own S^hiC'^ (Xkp.. i6* 

taw before the^^mida) dt< cWUtt; (fot4 Ftonm^ Ap^ 

of tlieir<»wiiv) 4);^ ftllrt]ieTrai»s^orts'^«f'iheSleikMdl^ ^d' 
hy M the AS^tti^^of the Hamned, thednWor tk(t &iheif 
of .which: iniist \^ yMr ^^rlafitlng Partion. I aifeetioft. 
itely' kitreat'ltiid beteecli yoii, in Bie Strengtli of 'aft 
ttee- suited Gixitfidin^fidns, ^ y6vk mH atnsw^r it fo^die^^ 
who may in ' that Day* ^ be' samko&ed - io ^ilff agsiBKl^' 
yOtt';*fisdy Hi!lik>fcim8t);^Eb)y ml^ $is yoa ^wiUvitti^ 
gwBritto y&ur own Consdd&ee, as; ydti Will answer it to 
the £terinU jQ^e, thit yoa di^indssi^ifot Ihete Thottglitt^'^ 
these Jieditatioiis, and ^ese Cares, till you hard bfonglir 
Matters to a hippy Issne ; till yon bare made a; resolnii 
Choibe of Christ, atid His app^tedWay of iSalvation, 
aAd till yoa hare sdeinnly devoted youirself to Gob' i^ 
t|ie Bonds of an'ereriasititig CoTenant. '. 

- ;.^ 7* And : thus Jieate th^Ata^tis* brfofe yoit, and 
before thd Lord. I have toldymt^y* Ernind.; %ihttfe 
discharged ni^ Embassy.' Stronger ArginneiHts I eatrnot 
use; more endearing and more awful Considerations I 
cannot suggest. Chuse therefore, whether you^ wiU go 
out (as it were) clothed in Sackcloth, to cast yourself at 
tfie JFectx>f Miin whb now- sends yoii tbese e<]fifltable and 
graciona Tenns of P^aee and I^don ; or> whetliep j6vl 
miU hold it Qint, till He iippean Sword in Hand^ to 
reekbn .#ith yon 4lbry<mr: Treasons and' your Crimes, 
and for this ne^ecte^^ Embassy among'ifae^Yest of Iton. 
Pain would I hope the Best; nor c^ Ibdiete, that/M 
fgobaut^pf Love .shall be so entirely mssui^essful, JAtttm^t 
one Soul shall be brought to the Foot bf Christ in cardial 
Snbmissioo and bumble >£'nidk« Take uHtijfou theipefQre 
Words andtumumodof, Lord(h) t m^ Oh ^fiatf ftbso 
wMeh AfoUow mighty iifr Bfioot at leasty beih^'^Mine 
^an^agfeboferery one. thai breads them 1 ''^ >a li.\.\ ^^ 

%%e\Sinmr yielding^ t^Wose fntreaties^ and i 

^^ XlLESSED Lord, it is enough! ft is too mnchl 
JLM ^< SoftHf thei% needs not this Varied «tfAi)in« 

.;.,-. ..■...} ^ ^. .- • ^ ^^ a: ...x.-^a.,ttent,. 



Digitized by^VjOOQlC 



Oliap; 10? 3Tte Sinn&r yielding io the^ Ktttiti^. H 

**-i!Xcnf, tJiisr Importunity oiPPbrsuasioii, to court me to. 
^^ be. happy, to pfevdil upon me, to accept of Pardon, of 
** 'Life; of ctern^t G^o^y. ' Compassionate SaViour, my 
^''Sblil.is sitlAltiecl; to that I trust, the Language of 
** Thy GrJ^cf is hecoH^e that of my Penitence, and I 
^' may say, My Heart '£s melted like Wax in the Midst of 
^^ my Bo^els^ (i). « 

" O jgracious. Redeemer !' I hate ajre^dy neglected 
^^'Th«e 't<fO lohg. I hare too often Ihjtired Thee ; hare 
^ inruttfi^dTliCe trfresh by myGuilt and Imj^eiiitence, as if 
^ f had* taken Pleasure in puttihg'THee Ya ah openShdme 
^' (k). But my Heart now bows itself before ^hefe, in 
^^ humble . unfeigned ^ubmissiohl I ^ desire to make no 

*' Terms with Thee but these, that I may be eir- 

^' tirely Thine. I cheerfully present Thee with a Blank, 
*^ intreating Thee, that Thou wilt do me the Honour 
'^ to signify upon it, what is Thy Pleasure. Teach me, 
^^ O Lord, wh^i Tfiouwouid^t have me to do f For I de- 
^} sire to learn the Lesson, and to learn it that I may 
^^ practise it. If it bc'mofe than my feeble Powers can 
*^ answer, Thou wilt, I hope, give me more Strength ; 
^' and in that Strength I will serve Thee. O re* 
'^' ceive a Soul, which Thou hast made willing to be 
<^ Thine! 

" No more, O Blessed Jems^ no more is it necessary 
** to beseech and intreai me. JPermat me rather to ad» 
*^ ^dress myself to Thee, with.all the Importuuitj- of a , 
^' perishing Sinner, that, at length, sees and knows, tJiere 
*^- is Saivaiion in no other (I) ! Permit me now. Lord, to 
<^ Come, and throw myself at Thy Feet, like, a helplesg 
<^ Outcast, that ha3 wo Shelter but in Thy generous 
<' Compassion t like one pursued by the Avenger of 
<< Bloody gnd seeking earnestly an Admittance into the 
^' City of Refuge {ta)\ 

*' I wait for the Lord; my Soifi doth wait/ and in 
<^ Thy Word do I hope (n), that Thou wilt receive mc 
^' gracious^ (o). My ^oul confidw in Thy Goodness, 
^' and adores it. I adore the Patience, which has borne 
^^ with me so long; ai>d the Grace that now makes ma 
*^ heartily willing to be Thine; to be Thine on Thine 
• H " own 

(i) Pial. xxH. 14. (1) Acts iv. 1«, (n) PiAl. exxx, 5. 

C[l) Heb. vi. 6. (nj) Josh. xx. S, 3. {o) Hos. xiv. 9. 
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<< oiwp T?rm?, Thinft Qn any Teim9« Ok RWure thift 
<f treacherous Heart to. Thy$^f! Ok mii^ me^ U^ T>ee 
^< m such inseparable Bon^s^ that i|qnf) of'tfi^ A^^'^ 
^^ raestts of Flesh and Blood, non^ of the Vanitif s of aa 
<^ iosnaring World, npne of th^ Solicitations of ^ful 
<^ Companions, may draw me back from Thee, 4^l4 
" plunge me into hew Guilt and Ruin I Se Surfty^ O 
«« Lord, /or Th^ Servant Jon Good (p); that J m^qr still 
Hold on Thee, and so on EtQrnfl|!<ife; til 



« keep my Hold on Thee^ and so on Et^rnfl|!<ife; till 
at letigth 
ing Expi 



*^ at letigth I know more loljyj by joyful nid eyerlast- 
<^ ing EzperimGe, b<^w complete a S^Tibi^r Thqa ast;. 



(p) I^c:|ix.l«, 



CHAP. 
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£!liai5, 11. A0rms 4^reii^ ihe iMtd^^Si^ner, JI4 



CHAP. Xt 

A Solema Address to those^ ^rha will iioit. be 
persu^ed tp fall in wkh the Design of the 
Gospel. 

'(Jnipentd Success not (9 he ttcpeiStedt <§• ^« i^^ ^ t'"^ 

* wUUng ^S0luielg i^ gitenp an^y ihe Author ^hreists^ 
(1#) 7^ fJb^e who doub^ ^Jlhe Truth ^f Qiristianit^^ 

. urging im M^^pdry inioiU EokkmceSf anddtreding to 
proper Methods for thai furpose^ §• 2-— 4. (?.) To 
those mho determine to give U up toithout farther Exa^ 
mination^ §• 5« And presm^e to set themselves to op* 
pose it, §. 6. (3.) To those who specuitUivel^ assent to 
Chrisa&nH^ as tme^ and yet mil sit down uithoiU any 
practical Regard toils mo^ important jarid acknowicdged 
Ttuthsm' Such are dismissed with a Representation of 

* the Absurdity of their Conduct on their own Principhs; 
§.7, 8. With a solemn Warmng of its fatal Con- 
sequenced, ^. ^^ Id And d eompassiohaie Prayery (in^ 

* troduced §- *10 »jM<A concludes the Chapter^ ^md this 
Pt^of the Work. 

i' 1- T WGUt» humWv hope, that Ac prcce«ing 

JL Chapters ^iU be the Means of Awakening 3ome 

stuf^id and inscnsifald Sinners;' the 'Means of cpii^Tincing 

theni pf Aeir' Need of OospeUSalTation, and qf csngag. 

hVg sortie 0bl*diajly to accept it. Yet, I cannot j^atter 

inysetf po isit, a3 to ha];e this should be tli^e Case frith 

tegaird tor ^f, into Whose Hands this Book shall C9)pe. 

What am: f;^!iLU$l better than my Fathers (^^^ or better 

.ihah.lhv BtethjTen, who hive In all Agefe bee^i repeating 

ifteijr iCornJ^lainti ivith Regard .to Multitude^, thafthfey 

^f»^ .112 jjutve 

if)\ Kings «tx. 4. 
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QQ Jffe 4s pne^ more, oglfefl io <offiid€f,y Obapt U* 

hope stretched out their Hands ail Day long to a disohedkni 
and gainsaying People (l^) ? Manj such may, perhaps, 
be found, in the Nmaber of my Readers: Many, on 
iyhom neither Considerations of Terror, nor of JiOve^ 
ivill make any deep and lasting; Impres«on : M^ny, Mho 
as our Lord learnt W Exp^i<|nc6 to express it, when we 
pipe to them tciil not dance / knd when we mourn unto, 
them will not lament (c). I can say no more to persuade 
them, if they make light of what I havo already said. 
Here therefore we niilst' part; in this Chapter I mu&t 
take my Leave <^f thf^m ; and, Oh that I could <^ -it is 
such ^Manner, as to fix at parting,same Co^iyictiqn.up. 
on their Hearts ; that though t seem to leave tKeiii for ^ 
little while, and send them baek to review again ^the 
former Chapters, as those.in whidi alone they, ha^^ \ftny 
presentConc^rn, they miglit.soou, aa it were, QTertaks me 
again, and find a SuiUW^^ness.in the: remakiiii^ Parfe of 
this JDiscourse, which jU prei^ent ^bey c^nndt possibly find* 
Unhappy Creature^! I quit you gs a Physician quits a 
Patient whom he loTes,^d is Just ^out to gire over as 
incurable: He returns ag^in^ad ag^in, and re*ex{^mines ' 
the several Symptoms, to pbsterve ^{^ether. there be \\o% 
some one of them mor^ faToura]>le iXxm the t^ty which 
Tuay encourage a renewed Application. ., 

%. % So wau'ld. I owe more reti^n to . you^ Yon do 
. not find in yoiirself'any Dispo&itk>i| .^ embracethe Gos« 
pel, to apply yourself to Christy to ^ve yourself up to 
the Service of Go n, and to. ina^e ReltgioQ ihe Business 
of ypur Life. Uni \f I cannot prerail upon yoii to do 
this, let ihe engage you at least, to ^nsi^ lac^ or XAiJier 
to answer your own Conscience, ^' Why you will not 
^' do it VI Is it owing to any secret JWsbeliefrof the 
great Principles of Religion ? If it be, tlie Case is differ, 
ei^t from what I haye yet <;phsider049 ^nd tiid Qure must 
be difrerent. This is not a Place to pomhat with the 
Scruples of Infidelity. Nevertheless I w<»uld desire you 
seriously to enquire, ^' How far those Scruples extend.'^ 
Do they afiect only so^ne particular, Doctrines 9l,tR§ 
Gospel, on which roy ^Argwent hatiji* turned; o^, dp 
f hey aii^ct thp w)iole - Chris^ari Hevelatipn? ' "Or do they 
re^^^xt farUier, and exienli. themselves to ^£^tuiral Rc^ 
• ^ ' ....... '. ' ,' f ' - . ligif* 

(b) Kom. X, n. . (c) Matt. x\. Pf. . ^ 

' / 
/ 
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. DKap* iii ^htiisiheS^monojfhhUnbeltef. « 

Itgibn a^ ^d\ as Retekled, so tKat U should be k Doubt 
%ith yon, Whijthcr there be dnff GOD^ aiid Profidtnce* 
and Futtii^e State dr &€ft? As these Cases ario all diff^ei^t^ 
8o it ^ll be Hi great" Importance td distiiiguish the< dhe 
from the other $ that^ou md/ kndw^ dri what Prindple# 
to build a§ 6ertaiti, in the Exaodiaaticftx of those conc;erii* 
ing whidh yoti ftre 3ret in Doubt* fiut ^v^tevei^ 4he^ 
Bonbts ar^, I would farther ask you, ',\ How long Kate 
^^ they contiiTued, and what Method hate you taken to- 
" gBit i^6m resolted ? Do yt)ii ftnagine, that.in M«tter4 
of such. Moment, it will be an allowable Case for j6n id 
trifle on^ neglecting to eoqttiso intd the Etidence of ihzs€ 
Things, arid thtiri plead yonr not being satisfied in that 
Evidence as an Excuse for not acting accoi^ding to them ? 
Mus^fiot the Principles of -common Sense assure yoii, th^ 
if thes^ Things be true, (as when you talk 6f doubting 
about them, you, atiiknoivledge it, at least, possible they 
may,) they are orinfiriitely greater Importance than jtny 
of the Affairs 'of Ufi^, whether of Business or Pleasute, 
for the Sake of which you negflect them ? Why then do 

, ' yon > dontinue indolent and unconcerned, from Week to 
Week, and from Month to Month, which probably Cbn« 
scienc<^ tells you is the Casci ? ,,.».. 

§. 3. Doyouask^ *^ If hoi Method y6vi%ho\M Hike (o 
^^ be resolved?" It is no hard Question^ Open your 
Eyes: Set yourself to think: .'Let Cbnscience speak; 
ami rerily do I believe, that if it be not seared in ah un- 
common Degree, ybu will find shrewd Forebodings of 
the Certainty both of Natural and Revealed Religion^ 
and of the absolute Necessity of Repentance, F^h and 
Holiness, to a Life of Future Felicity. If^yQu are a 
Person of any Learning, you cannot but know, by what 
Writers,^ and in what Treatiset, these great Truths are 
defended/ And if you are not, youinay findjn ahno^t 
every ToWn and Neighbourhood, Persons capalHe^ of in* 
forming you in the main Erldehces of Chi'istiadily,* aihdr - 
of answering such Scruples against it as unlearncxi Mindf 
may hEfe met with. Set yourself then, in the Name of 

. €roD, immediately to consider the Matter. If you stitdr 
at all^ b«id your Studies close' this Way; and tnjfe not 
with Mathemdicsi or Poetry ,i ot Ilistot^y or Laxc, qv 
Phtfsic^i (which are all comparjifively light as a Feather,) 

:.'..• while 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SB flk^ (fospet cannot 60 aFtfrgcryk CksLpt tu 

frfiito ydu teglcct thif* Stniy. tfce Argoment^ mfery^u^ 
Jjfci for itkiiishnioipe tima- Life depend»^n it!« See hoiv^ 
far yqu .^r&aiyasfied, and wlij that Satisfaction readhei^ sa 
farther. Coinp«)reE7idends6 oti^bbthSid^sj Xod'i^OTd' 
s|lh, consider the Disign and Tendency of the New- TtHa^ 
ment. See tonf hat it wtll* lead yon^ and ail ^em that 
isocdially obey it ; and. then say^ whether it be not good, 
ibifl ebiisdder, hovv uktural its Ti^th is connected with 
its Goodness. Trace the Chanu^r and Stetimenis of its^ 
Authors^ whose living image (if I nay be allowed the 
Ib^lMression) is^ $till pveserved in thetr Writings. Aiid 

, ihen^ ask your own Heart, Can yen ihkik this Was a 
Forg^ry,^^ anrpfotfy cruel Forgery? For sUch.it mnst hate 
been, if it were a Forgeri^ at all $ ar Schfeme' to mock 
6o», and to rtiin Men, t even the best of Men, sach- ad 
revf^reaced Conscience, and wonid abide all Extremities 
fot what they a^prdiendib^ to be Trath. Pat the Qaed«i 
tion to your own H^rt, Can Ittrmy Consdence beltere 
it to*Be sueh an iinposfttte ^ Can I look up t^ m OmnU 
scknt GOP\ and say, " O Lorc^ Thou knawe$t, .thatit 

. ''. is in Reverence to Thee, and ia liore to Trnth an<} 
" Virtue, that I reject tins Book, and the Method to 
^^ Happiness here laid down >'» , v: 

§. 4. But there 1are Digkuims i» the Wag. ^And 

whatth€n?; Ibre those DifKculties never been cleared^ 
Go to the lilting AdTocates for Chrisfiamty, 4o those iof 
whose Abilitks, Candour, and Piety, you have the best 
Opinion ; if yoUr! Fregndioes wBI ^re you Leare to hate 
a good Opinion of any: such: Tell them your fi&fficQli*^ 
lies : Hear tlHeir Soiiidonjs : Weigh them seriously, as 
those who know ^ey must answer it to Goi> ^ And whUd 
Doubts continiie, follow the Truth as far as itwifi 1^ 
yjon, nnd take lie&S^ tiiat yotr do not impriiott it 4n \UHi 
righiifmmess (d)*^ Nothing appearsjnore loeonsistent anA 
atenrdyjthan for a Man tolemnly.to pretend Dissatisfac*; 
Ifoa inrtiie EirtcfeBces of tiie Gospi^. as a Eeaioa why hei 
eannot in Cmiscteniee be aihorough ChnstiaR^ when yet 
^t the same Time be tiolates tiie most apparent lHcti|tes 
of Reason and Conscience, and tires in Vices condemned 
efren by the Heathens.. O Sirar,CA9«i>riia8 judged c^n^. 
eeming snch^ and judged mi»t righteon^siy toA most 
...:*-••; wisely ;l 

(d) Rom* i« 18^ 
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\fiisAj\ They ch Bvil^ and flieirefore they hattih^ Lighf^ 
t^khit eoMe they to the Lights leti th^ir Deeds should be 
pade rnamfisty attd be reproved (e). Btit thereis a tdght^ 
ihat ^W mtt/tt tian^est add reprchit their WorkSy to wnich 
they shikil b<$ compelled to come, and the painful Scrutiny 
6f #hikh thef shall be forced to abide. 

§. 6. In the mean Time, if you are determined to en« 
q^iiire no fai^ther into (he Matter now, give me Leave at 
fettt^ UMa a sliicere Concern, that jou may not heap 
tlt^jn yotrr Head more aggravated Rnin, to intreat you, 
ffiat y6tt\#ould be cautious^ how yon expose yourself to 
Jret gft^idr Ehittger, by what' yoti must yourself own to 
be annecessairy, I mean AttetHpts to prevent others from 
beHeving the JVuth of the GospeL Xicate them for God's 
Sake, and for your own, in Possession of those Pleasures, 
and t^ose 'Hopes, whidi nothing but Christianity caii 
^irethem^ and a^t not, as if you Were solicitous to add 
to th«i Guilt of an Infidel ihe tenfold Damnation, which 
they, ii^o have been th^ Perrerters and Destroyers of 
the Sduls of othersj mnst tepect tom^f, if thatGospd 
lirhich they hafe so adventurously oppoiM shall prove, 
as it eerlitnly tfiH^ a serious, ai&d to them a dreadful 
yruth. 

9. 6: If I tMttnot |Jr«VMl here, hni f be Pride of dis» 
|tf<f9^ dShijkriMhf of Vndbrs^ndhtg shbutdbear on sudl 
a Jieddei^^ eHh in Opposiiibn to> his own fiavonrite tAkt^ 
lots' of fli^ infwcence of Error ^ and the EquaHty ef alt 
iMighns consistent tDith social Firtue^to do his utmost tof 
trample dowii tiie Gospel tfith Contempt; I would how« 
ever dismiss him irith one Profposal, which I think thd 
Importance of ttte Affsdr may fully justify. If yon have 
dotf^ with your Examination Into Christianity^ and da* 
fcrmine ti live aM conduct yourself as if It were as- 
IthM^ ftlse, ait d^n dien, and niakt a Umnormdum sf 
ihd IJi^termination. Write It down: ^< On sudi a Day of 
*c sudi a Year, I deliberately resolved, that I would Ur% \ 
^< and did i^j«eting Christianity myself, and doing all t 
^ couidh ta Dv^Hhrow it. This Day I determined, not 
<* only tp renounce all Subjection to, and Ezpectatiom 
^ from Jesks ofNmareth; mi aho to make it a seri- 
ne mi Bart of the BuVhi^ of tbj Ltfe^ Uf debtr#/| ai far 

« aa 

(e^iohaiii.jM". 
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lOa The dreaclfulCase of a J)ekt. Chap< \U 

<5 as^ possibly csm, all Regard to Hhfi inifaevMuwfo^^ 
^^ others/ and to exert mj most vigorous Efforts, in thf 
** Way of Heasonipg or of Ridicule^ to^siok the Cred^ 
^' of His Religion and if it be possible Xo ropi it out of 
*^ the World: in calm steady Defiance of that Day^ 
^< when His Followers say, He shaU appear in so much 
^' 3Iaj esty and Terror to execute the Vengeance threaten. 
*' cd to His Enemies. *' Dar<e you wrjite this, and sign it I 
I tirmly be]i^Te, that many a. Man, who would he thought 
a tfofsty and endeavours to encrease the Niunber would 
tiot. And ifjrou in particular dare not;to do it, whence, 
does that small Reniaindcr of Cjjtutipn. arise ? Thi paus^ 
is plain. There is in your Consi^ence^ som^ secret Ap« 
prehension, that this rejected, this opposed, this derided 
Gospel^ xmy after all prove trite. And. if there be such 
an Apprehensioi^ then let Conscience do itspffier^ an4 
convict you of the Impious Madness of acting,.:a8 if it 
were pio^t certainly BXid demansirablj/ false. Let it tell'you 
at large^ how possible it is that h^^you mag lie found 
figliting, against GOX>(i): That, bold as ypu- arc' in 
defying the Tierrors^of Uie Lord, you may (ppssibly fall 
into His Hands ; may chance to hear, that despised Sen^ 
tence,' wKich wTien you hear it froiii the Mouth of the 
pternal>)^ud^e^-yourwill not be able to ^espiae: I irid 
iejpeat H again, ii^ S|\ite of all youcS^ni, yo.a^ ma^.^oR 
iSc JTi^i^ 'say TQ y0u, Depart Adaitfedj 4n^o Everlast^ 
ing *]pircy prepared for the DevU and bis., Angds {g^. And 
pow> jgo and pervert aa4 V^^''^^^^^^ ^^ S^sripture, goaivi 
r^m^^bon the.. Character of its Heroes^ and ridicuie tha 
^ublime IKscourses of its Prophets and , its. Apostles |^ as 
.^ome liaVe done, who have left little behind them buf 
fli^shprt-lived' Monuments of. their Ignorance,, their 
p^bf^nepcss, and their Malice. ^Go and spread \ilii9 
Iterp itlie^ Banners c^f Infidelity, and pride> thyself in th^ 
JC\uuter*^of creAuioAis Creatures listed linder them* ; But 
tilj^.IIe'ed,'^ lest, the insulted Galilean ^rect a-secret-Ar- 
low to. thine Heart,- and stop thy licentious Breath) be* 
for^ it Jv^s,fipished the next Sentence. thou Jwouldst.uttor 
against Ilim. V ,. \ ^ ' 

■^l- 7. I will nAw, turn myself from the Deigt br ihe 
S'l^t'ptitu ajid direct ittir. Address to the NonrnmiChri^ 

&* ' '^^ 

(f) Ac(8 v^39^^ . ^.,^^f)J^atU XXV. 41. 
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tfto,<?if hejmMjr^imi any Terms be called .a' C&rtMin/ 
Whfyk^%^0t4 Mtd^vAl LhaTe pleadedy a.DispoMtioti ta 
ifl)>j^t jhiiQstlf toVthe Gdvernment and the Grace of that 
l^tM)>ftr yMfhoBe Name* he bears*. "O. Sinner, -Uhov art 
turHHig^ aW«|r. from my Lord, ih' whose Causie I speak ; 
liut l^t me ieariiestly intreat thee serioesly to consider, vhy 
tiieii art 4iitfminj|^! Away ; ' and i6 whom thou "wilf go^ from 
Him hhom thou ackno^Iedgest to have the Words of 
Etet^wA ifife. (h>. You call ybursdf a Chrtstiun^ md yet 
MTili not jby^anyi Means be persuaded to seek Saiva^on^m 
$OQd»£arneftt from. and through Jesus Christy wheiiyyoi£ 
4^11. yDia Master and '.Losd. How do you for a Mo«itot 
encase . 'this Negligence to your own ■ Gpnseieiiofc ?^ it £ 
bad. urged you on any controrerted Point, 'it might barer 
^tetcd ^ Case* • if I had Ikboured hard'to make yon 
tbsf^iDiiciple of lany: particular Party of Christians, your , 
Delay mightthatfi been more reasonable: . Nay^ perha^s^ 
yofir Yef using, to ftcquiescet might havd .been> an iAct uf «p^' 
prefaenidetd Ditty tf» our Common Masten Bnttis^itMat^ 
t^r of,GoAtr<Mrersy\am^gst Chriltians^ Whether theM <h«t 
a great, holy, .^nd righteous Gob; and whether sudi a> 
Being, whoiA we agree to own, should be referenced and> 
lored, or neglected an|d dishonoured F Is it Matter of 
CJantri^Tersy, whether a Sinner should dee}>ly and seri- 
ously repent of hts Sins, or whether he should gb*ba iif 
th^ml Is it a^ disputed Point amongst us, whether Jesus 
V^^ame incarnate, and died upon the Cross, 'for the Re^* 
d^Qptfoii) of Siotiecs or no? Apd if it be not, can it be . 
disputed by, thcilK who b)sliere Him< to be the Son o# 
GoD' and the Sariour of Men^ whether a Sinner should 
sfiek to Him, or neglect Hiih, . or whether one who pi^^ 
fessesto be Q,.Ch0isti(mj shotdd depart from Iniquity,^ or, 
fite Jiiqiself up to^^die jPraotiee of it? Are the Precepts. ot 
Mtjgfeat-^Master written so obscurdy inHi8>Wofd, tiialr 
di^e Illiquid /b^*Iloom seriously to <|ue8tbB^! whether H« 
i3(|u)i|^aidef out, ^holy, humbly splritu&l^ waiehful^ sdf^^ 
ni^yliig/ Life, iMt whether he allow the contrary ? JM 
Shtiifti ^^^ ^11 His Pretensions of l^inging^lJfo and £m* 
m^aUfj^ t€t Idghty left it more micertain than Hei found it^ 
Wither ^here be any future^State. of Happiness and Mi^ 
^f^y '^fkihfi whom, these States aire respectirely intended ? 
^ ^ ^ , .. ^ . , . Jis 
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not bfiig€wty HSBtrk.iniQfJudgfikettt^ tbkh Hiieijf ^ieohtt 
Zte^^ vAemr H be Odod^ mt ithe^f tfM JBntf {^f ^ 
yfimth^r^ At jA»Gtodxtsion of thai Jwig^ettt^ th fTibkii 

Oftf 4nio L^Eitehud (k> ? Yoa will ndt^ I «bi iPM^ tt» 
ver^t^SlMMne >retoiui any DouDt abunt these TMti|S| Mi* 
]ret <ifiU y#urseif euCkrislian^ Why then will you tiot to 
pecstaiedvto U|r jtheM to Heart, and to act as Bitf tBk& 
Iajt«Mlt. 6iOt^.eViiltfktly reqaires Ob^^nitfefj' the C«iffee iSf 
too^cHHriiaivsf A Canse indeed quite unwordhy 9t being 
eaHcd •; R^t^om. It » becaaee thoa art bHnied'iiM 
k&ytted wi& tky VamtieB awl thy Lvsts. It 2s biKUittitf 
thoir kUrt sdne perikhing Trifle^ which oharms thy Ism*^ 
gtaattoii and thjr Scbto, soihdtit Is dearer to the^ ^ai^ 
600 tmd Ghri^ydtm thy ow» Soal aod its daltatieiir 

it Mi^ ;ift avWord^ lecmse tfaon art rtili uhder Ae lui 
QMineof thiaftoama/ Mmdy which, whateti«r|)lbuii*dnntf. 
itfffiily.sametiknes'adnie and pretend^ i^ Bnitlify'^tgaifai 

4ked.€tm ^1(1). AmA -AeM^ore thou wtt in.t(ie Very GaM 
df those Wretehel;^ ooBcemiag i^hon odrr Lord said ifi 
Ike Days of His Ffe&h^ Ye vUU nbt co^ unio M6 that ^ 
vH^ hm»e L^ i±y^ and thcvefonrej^e shM-^^iHg^ 

v^« 8/ in tbb GoBdl see isot whit U^ttm »igit}fy^ t» re^ 
neH! tiloat ExiuNiftastions and Address€i^ idTieh i Ifirrd 
aiddi in tM ionnei! Chapleri. M dm blessed RedMlfef» 
ftiys of those'i^ho reject His G^spd, ¥t Htve bd^ 9ee0 
Mdhatod ^oth Me amd Mg Father (o);f €o vaf I tms^ 
tay wiOi Regard tdyon, I Hare end^voated to 5M# 
jKiti in the piaioest and the dearest Wovdl, both Cktid 
dad tho Fktktr^ 1 hstf6 iivg^ thie Ol>K|raj(lolit f0k wm 
Qitdjer t» bodi; :I bave laid before ybit y^nil^ OttlH^ 
and ydiwH <>^dflBMigt(idnV; I hate tinted #M &«r 
•My Betedy; I haitieipoi^tcld e^ttbe Rdek/ dtf^iMei B 
hath btriit ay o#ii vfi^emal HofTeS^, alkd tba^Wtf M 
whkk.aJoae..! expeci' Salv^don. I hate re«sofllnltide# 
thohs Thhi^ tv fwiy' whftchy if Gob gives o^ an OfM 
pottuhUy^ 1 wiU itith my dying Breath earnestly Md aftf 

- IsdtkMialrtf. 



(k) Matt. XXV. 46. fU^ &hn4^' Aj (o) lahasr. M. 
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fecli&^aialy recemmeiid to mf ovm Cinldreii^ «nd to aH 
fh^ dearest Fmnds tftai I h^vie upoK Earthy wh<| Aay 
then be ti^r hh:; ^e^nitig U ihe Irigbesl tuken of my 
Friendship, the surest Prmf oi my Loye^ to tiwm. And^ 
if delfev^g ike Gojfpel iobe truCy jovl resolve 4o refed ity 
I have nothing farther to say, bat thBtsyevt mti^t abide b§ 
the Consequence, t-r^^YeiJOs Moses^ when heoeni out f tern 
the Presenoe of Pkaraph^ for the last Time,. findiDg bis 
Heart yet more - hardened by .ail the !Jttd^ei&ts and 
Delt^erancea with whkh he had fonn^piy beeitezerdsed^. 
denoanced Upotq^ him GOD^dpasst?ig ihnugh the Land iA 
Terror to ^mle the First*i>om wHh Deatky and-warstd 
bim of (hat great iund lapentahle Gr^ yfhhch the. Sword of 
the destroi^ng Angel should raise throughout all Ms *Reakn 
(p): So willvl, Sinner, now when I aar qattting tfaee^ 
speak to thee yet ag^in^ whether thou w&t hear j on whether 
thou wUt JorbeMt (q), and denounce t^at much nior^ 
tCHrribte Judgment, which thei&ttordof Bivme Veiiffsanet 
already whetted and drUwn^ «j%d tathedy .a» it were in 
Heaven (t) J is preparin|p against th^ ; wMch sh^alf end 
'mammh mfitedteadfiii €j^ thooffa dbon mrertl^aiteii and 
more, obstinato than that hanghty^ Jtlonatreh. ' Yes, Smrf 
ner, that I may^-with'^ Apostle Ptady when tvrJiin^ itk 
others who areiRore lilur to^hear ine, gkake^mf Ruiment^ 
und jf(ii^ I am.purefr^m if$ur Blood isS^;l wkl<dnceaM»t 
U\l ym^c^at thk EndcftkeiaTha^stdmbe, And, Oil 
that I eoiitd speak toiBnrjfiiOs&t Ok that l^oaiiditlUuMiei 
in tiiino Ear,, such a Peal iof Terrcot,^ «s 'mii^lit awmken 
thee, and be too- loud to: be dffown6d;i« aii tba Noiro of 
carnal Mirth, or to be deadtened by those * daagOroiiS 
Opiates^ with which thou ajrt contrfying to Itupify thy 
Conscience ! , . 

fy, 9), Seek what Aainsem^ite -311111'' ^tect^diaDenli- 
thorn wAty O Smner, ii tell thee, ' if ifami weh^ eqjwi^ iK 
Dignity, and Power, ^ and Magnificaice^- to the greta 
Uofkar^h qf Bob^n, Tii§Poinp diaUbebrtifUgkt domn U 
iheGraoe^ mdaUtheSbnndefthyVM^^th^Wffrm'^gkM 
be spread under ihee^ and the Worm shalt caver tkee (f X 
Yes, ^noer^ the End of these Things is Death (\i)\ 
Death in its most tesribiei iransc to thee, if thb coatin^io 
. ".'.. •. . , " :r • .•: ^j. *. : ->. :;• Vfhy 

(p) Exod. xi. 4-- 6. (r) Isaf. xxxiv. 5. (t) Isai, xiv. II. 
(q} Ezck. ii. 7, . (») ^«tl :«vKi 6. (a) Rom. y'u 21. 
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104 Itis Case mtl be dreoi^ut ai Deaihy Ch^p. Hi 

thy gcrvarning Temper. Thou catist aroid ii; atnd, if 
it be posiibiefor any Thing that I can/ say to prerent^ 
thoii slialt not forget it. Your Strength is n6t ihe' Strength 
of Stones^ mr is^your Flesh of Brass (x). Yon are accessible 
to Diseases, as well as others ; and if some sudden Acti* 
dent do not prevent it, we shall soon see, how heroically 
yon will behave yourself oa a dying Bed, and in the neaf 
Views of Eternity. You that now despise Christy and 
Irifie with His Gospel, wc shall see yon droop- and ^lan^ 
guish ; shall see all your Relish for your carnal Recrea* 
tions, and your Tain Companions lost. And if perhaps . 
bfie and another of them bolt in upon you, and^s bmtisk 
and desperate enough to attempt to entertain a dying 
Man with a gay Story, or a profane Jest, we shall se<6 
how you will relish it. We shall see, what Comfort yott 
will have in refiecting on what is past, or what Hope in 
looking forward to what is to ^ome. Perhaps tremblin^f 
and astonished, you will then be enquiring in a wild Kind 
of Consternation, uhiti-^u should do to be sated; callitig 
for the Miniiters ttf. (Siristf whom you now despise fojr 
the Eaimestitess with .which they would labi>ur to save 
your Soul! and it may be falling into a Delirium, or 
dying Conrttiston^ before they can come. Or perhaps 
we may see yon^ flattering yourself through a long lin« 
gecing Illness^ that you jshall still teco.rer, and patting off 
any serious. Refiectian and Conrersatiofi, : for fear- it 
should overset ydur Spiritti. And 'the cruel Kindness of 
Frieada and Phfsiqions,. asiaf they .were in League! with 
Satan to makfi.tiie Destruction of your Soul as sure as 
l^saiblej may perhaps abet th*s fatal Deceit. 

§.10. And if any of these probab^ Cases happen^ 
that is^ in short, unless a Miracle of Grace snatch you as 
uBrmd aut ^ the Butmng, when the Flames ha^e as it 
Kece already taken hold of you ; all' these gloomy Cir-i 
c^mstances,. which pass into ^^ the Chambers of Illness and 
tke Bed of Death, are bui the Fore-runners of infinitely 
more dreadful Things. Oh^ vwho can .describe tliem ! 
Who can imagine them! When surviving Friends are 
tenderly mourning ott.er the Breathless Corpse, and taking 
a fond farewel of ,it before it is laid to (^nsume diway in 
the dark and silent Grave, into what Uauds^ O Sinner^ 

will 
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£kapt II. hutjiSl fAore4readfttl (0frwtirHf iM 

5iriU thy Soul be. fallen ! What Scenes^ will opcaj iippnthy 
f eparale Spif H, evep before thj de8^rte4 Fl^h be cold^. or 
thy sightless Eyes ar^ clpfitKl ? Jt shall thea kaow, .what 
it is to return to 6KW to be t^jected by Him, as havinf 
rejected His Gos^iel and^His^Son, and despised the oniy 
^re^y of Hecoiiisiliatioo : and that such a one^ so amaz* 
P}^y conde$cendii\g and gracious.' Thou, shalt kopw^ 
^'l^t it is to he disowned by Chriaty whom tlipii hast re^ 
f used t9 enterta^ 5 and what it is,, as the. certain and iro* 
pcdifitQ Cpnsequence of ih^t, to be left in, the IJands of 
the malignant Spirits of Hell. ITiere will be ^noi mor^ 
jTi-iendsiiip then : None to comfort, none to aMcviate thy 
Agony and Distress.. But^ an the contrary, all around th«^ 
)^fatQui;ing; to, ^ggjrav^te and increase th^m^ v-^'ft^n shalj 
pas9 ^way^^iGktermed^ate Years af the separate Stati^j 
in .dreadful ^xpeet^tion, and bitter Outcries of }}arrar 
jand; Rf ii[]ii!trsQ. And then, thou shalt hear the Trumpet 
of the Arch»Angel, \vl whatever Cavern of that gloomy 
World: thou art 'lodged* Its Sound shall .penetrate thy 
Prison, where, doleful and horrible as it is, ;thqu shalt 
never thelqss wish, that thpu mightest stiH be allowed ti^ 
.hide thy guilty Heac), rather than shew it before, the 
Faqe. of that Jiwful Ju^ge, be/ofe ^hom; j(feqipen ^4 
Kartk arejleeing aisa^ (y). Bnt <^iou must cpn>9. forthj 
and. be nef^united to*a ^iviy^y ^^^ formed for; ever, jtoei)* 
dure Agonips, which i«\.t}iis n^pvtal State {Tfouidr.ha,yf 
dissolved it in 4^^ Moment. You would qot be persuade^ 
fo ci^phe to^pf^\ist before ; ,Ypi» would stupidly neglect 
Him in Spite, of iteason,. in Spite of Cqnseience, in Spita 
of all ,tllQ t^ftdfSK* S.oHcit^tionf of th^, (ro^iiel, and thf 
repeated iA4(n(^itions ^f ,its ' jno^tVfait^fi^.^nisteri, 
jfiut np^, Sinner^ YOtt^snillJiave ajr| Jtn^ery^ew.^^itJ^ Him j 
if that ni^y b^ t^al^ed a^ {^iterview, , ip \fhifh:;you wi}! 
not dare/tQ iiftf^ip your Jle§d/tO;tie^ the^E^ce (^^yQi9§ 
tremendous an4 inexorable Judge. 'The^<^ ;;4t .Jeast^ 
jiow dista^tyeoewr the.Xjm^ of o.uj? Lifl^,jan^^^he P^jW^. 
of our Abode may have been, there shall we see how cau4 
rageously 9four Heart w\U endure^ and how strong your 
JiandiS wilt be when the Ltord doth this (s;). There lihaU 
][ see thee, O Reader, whoever thou art that goest o^n iXK 
thine Impemtency, among Thousands and Ten Thou. 

sandi. 
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V^ ^f^Jiow Ifeirfc $0 prc^ for such, ' Clap^ 1 1 . 

Hands nf dfesj^ai^rlnjf Wi^etchcs, tVeiAblttig and confotitided; 
There sMiiH t heaa* ihf ^nes viiMng the rest^ r«fi<^g 
the very Heavens In vain. • %b ' Judge wiJI rise ftom 
His Tribunal w^th Majestic Cpinposure^ and leave thee 
i^ be jhurried down to 'those everlasting Burnings, to 
srhich His righteaus Vengeande hath dbom^ thee, be- 
cause thou Mr oiildst n^t be saved from thein. Heil $h^r 
shut its Moiith upon thee for ever, and the^ad Ecli^ of 
thy Groans a^d Outcries shall be lost amidst the jftallel 
lujahs of Heaven to all that ^nd Mercy of the Lord in 
fJptU Day. . > 

§.11. This will most assuredly he the End of these 
?%f*n^^;' And thou, as a ChHst|an, professest to know^ 
iand to bdieve it. It moves itiy Heart ^t least, if it 
moves not thine. I firmly believe," that 'ev^ry one, whii 
Irimself obtains Salvation and Olory, mil bear so mudi 
bf his Saviour's Image in Wisdom and Groddftess^ in Zeal 
for 66d, and si Steady Regard to the Happiness df the 
Airhole Creation^ tbat he wUl biehold this sad Scene ^witb 
calm Approbation, and without any painful Commotio^n 
Df )VIind; But as yet I am Flesh and Bloiod ; and there, 
fore my Bpnteh are trpubled^ and mine Eyes often over* 
flow with Grief, to think tj^at wretched Sinners will have 
no mote Compafssiott upon ^eir own Sools ; to thitik, 
tiiat in Stiife of all .Admonition^ they will obstinably 
tbrt npdn ftiaF EveHasting -Destruction, li woiild si^ify 
lidthfng Here t<yadd ^Frayer or a Meditation for your Use* 
Poor Creature, you wilf not meditate I you will hot jnray 1 
¥ct as 1 4iavie often poured put my Heart in Prayer over 
li dying Friend, when ti|ie F<>rce of his Distemper hlM 
rendered ihim' incapable of joininf^with me; so I will* now 
|^|)plT iny^elf to G^on for yovt, Oiinhappy Creature ! Ani 
liF yoh diJ^rl' so* muidh as to read what my Compa^sio^ 
jBfctates^ yei I hiope', they who have fdt thte Power of the 
06%pd on fhdr bwn Souls^ as th^ cannot but pity sucji 
is you, will join with me in such cordial^ ti^cmi^h 4^p}ce^ 
Petitions* «s these* 

*;•. ^ \.:^^'- •'!;:. .' . ^. -^ ■ ' . ^ ^ ■ ■ ■ , \ .1 J' ' ■ 

..: .^ ' " •: . i' .*..!; dLi:..: .' : .^ i' ^v. ,* ^v ,; r , r;i»i ;•> i." 
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j3L ^^ possible (a) :* Tq Thee dierefore.d^ I lnja^bly 
" W.^y JPy?€lfipL Beh^f of this dev Jmn^rta^ 39«1, 
f wUcVThou Kere seest ^rishfng ifi Us Sins, 9Xid htrd^ 
M epiiig itself against tli^t everlastlug Gospel, Mrhicb haf 
*^ been the P^mer (jf GOIi i9 th^, So^vqtian of so waxtj 
^^ "fhaui^ands aoa Millidjps. Tl^bu-art Witnps, O file** 
^* sedGoD^. Thou art Witness tp the,Plsiiahe$s and Se,^ 
*^ riousn<5S|9|, i^^k wjiiqh the I^efjage lias 1 



tl^ese a^rful Words hava 
f^ beek wri^V^; ai^d ii^ Thy Presen<|e,haye <^ey beei^ 
*y read. $e p|e%SQijl flierefor^ to r^pi^ it 1^ ihit ^ook 
*^ Qf JhjF R^Hiev^braiipc, that so, (f ^A«> wickjpdMan disth 
f* MJ ^ jr??2ig2<ii(^^ afte^ th« Warning has been so plainly 
^^ and soIeoiiBlY ^Vi^» Afi|t, hisBloed n^c^ not be r^i^if^d 
^^ at my ^ana(h)^ por g^t the Hai^d of that Cbristiaa 
f* friend, Sjr^peyer he,is, hy. wiow this Boqk has b?ei 
^< put into his, with a sincere Desire for the Sal^atioi^ 
" pf JiisSpi^t! ||tj Wi^nc^s, (J blessed J.e^Sj^^Ti^Af Daif. 
ff i« tjpiWcA jl^im sh^ ji^e tifi^^crefSjpf:0lil*ff^^iM 
" (c)^' th^t vTliy/i&osp<^l h^A lieiMi ,^9 ^hii 

** harden^a Wrete^, >nd S^yatiqu by IC.tyf lJl9od h^tb 
<< beei^ .oj(ref ed hiiii^ il|ougli be contiaiie ^ ^ ^j^pi^^.iH^ 
'^ Aa4 ma.y *][hy iinworthy Mcssengei; i;ie. u^gGfifil 
** ^,df/ S^c(urm Christy i]^ t% very Souiy.eveii;ih9Ugk 
<^JtrfiQuldatlastperwA(d)l ,, ; , ,' ,.,v 

« B^t^ OJi that, afljer ali;^!^ V^^im f^. J^Wni- 

^^ Paw^ oyf Tl^lqe ^£^api<?^s CFrao^ iqi^djff^Tifj^ cpiw 
^, rert him! W^ d<^ ^c ki^5^,*Oh3^<T^i.,|ii>jftAi<rf 
•^ rersal I^jjjiHT^ ^ ^.j^ j^a(# % -^^1^4^ .<^^ cf^^ 
<^ rte iSrcofc? <^ (fCinv^tioni jtQ (Spm^ wwti? a^d cater ittto 
<* it. ^Oih tH^t,, ia TJii^ r^iinitte Wi^^^ 
^* Tboi\ V9ui4s^ fii^ aiit^^ :^ay.tq i^t^pqs^ u^i^d^va^ 
« thi« $inneif rfr^ijp'i I^^i, f|ro»,'5Btg^Rf^l* r^lfetiili 0h 
i^ t^jtj^.^fiit 1?^ TlMr ^fm^ M'Ak> a^te)%.iWi)Artjlrt ,«M»e« 

i •.;:, i-u •;-•... ;.. vir-. v-i^ ,;j ju'T V ./TT 5':M- ^irtfJy* 

■ (4) Mia!it. xix. 8e. (b) lEad?, nxxiii. 8, 9. (c) Rom. ii, 1^, 
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<^ diaiely do it: Thou knowcst, O God^ he is a dpng 
<;< Creature: TJioa\k#owe$t;^ thatjf anyv£itiil^.be tfdxi^ 
^< for him, it must be' done jqutckly: Thou ^eest, in the 
<< Book of Thy wise and gracious Decrees^ a Moment; 
<« marked, whicih mnst sye^l Uim iip iu^an uxicban|e9l>Ie 
« State : Oh tjiat Thou wouldst lay hold oii him, whil^ 
<« heii ytVjoined mifh the Ucing aif(t Ifatk Hojt^ (e)\ 
<* Thy Immutable taws in the DfepenSation' df 6racft 
*< forbid, that a Soiil shoufd' btf cfojivdrtcd ^nd rcrievfed. 
w aftef its entrance 6k the Invisible World :^ O let ;Thj)^ 
<« Sacred Spirit )irorki, t^hilc he. ik yetas it w^feSylftiio, 
« the Sphere of its Operations! .Wofrk, O'Goit, by: 
<* whaterer. Method Thou pleascst; ' dnl;^ ,have Mercy 
^* upon him! O Lord 'have Mcr^ iifpon him*, that he 
'< sink not- intQ thofec DeptTis of; D^natiotf and Ruin, 
** on thi very BrinK of which li^ str evidently appears ! 
« Oh that Thou wouldst briD^hiitij if that be V^ces, 
" sary, and seem toThceibdgtfexpedientj'iritoaby Deptlijs^ 
^< of Calamity, arid 0istre'ss! O" that, with Manasseh^ 
'5 he may be taktn in ih^ Thomsj and laden rcith the Fefm^ 
^^ ters- of JfflxcKBnit \fthai may i)ut c^u^e hjm to seek the 
« GOD of his Fathers {i). ' ',. 

«• But T prescribe not :tp 'Tliiiie In fityit^^Wisdonu 
« Thou'liast di^layni "fhf Po%V'iti:g!ori(nis and asto- 
« nishing Jffst4nc€«'j 'whirf^'^i ihanlt' Tliedypfiat I hmfe sf^ 
« cirdmsfardiallv JtiariwJ^antf'by ^he-knowledge of thj?i», 
*f haveibe^n fbmfied ag^ii$$t tfc S^mh Conftiltnce of thbse- 
« who weakly and arrogantly pfbnounce'M^ /p be im*^ 
^ .p^MltiMdh'i^ MMlhf -doner Thbiihast,,! knowj^ 
^^ done, th|at by a single Thought in Retirement, whien 
^'the bappf Mfttr reel^imcrf by it hath been . <iir from 
^ M«uw, Jlfid*iar''fr^m!pi-ditfanccs, wrWch neither th^^ 
«^ most awfd! Admonitions,^ nbr- ttc :inost ttoder in-^ 
«' t¥eati^, nor the most tefrible Affiicr^ion^, nor. the most* 
i*' wondcifoi DeliTbrances hai^b^h able tp^ffect. 

« Ghrf^Thy Ngme^ O Lord, and glorify Thy Grace. 
« in the Method which to hliiiw infinite Wisdom shall' 




\^ tUt^ Pcirt may not be altogether ia Tain; but that if 
(e) Ecclei. Mr, 4. .^fj » CKiign. axxiii, U, l«. 
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^ some reject it to their aggravated Ruia, others may 
* hearken and live! That those Thy Servants, who 
^ have laboured for their Deliverance and Happiness, 
' may view them in the Regicfns of Glory, as the Spoils 
' with which Thou hast honoured them as the Instrn. 
^ ments of recovering; and. may join with them in* the 
' Hallelujahs of Heavetl td Him icHo hath loved us, and 
' washed us from our Sins in His own Bloody and hath 
^ made us ^ of condemned Rebels, and accursed polluted 
f Sinner^, Kings and Priests un(o GOD; to Him be 
i Glory aHd DoMriionfor ever arid ever I Amen Cg)»" 

(g) Rev, i. 5, 6. 
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CHAP. XIL 

All Address to a Soul so overwhelmed with 
a Sense of the Greatness of its Sins, that* it 
dares not apply ilself to Christ with any 
Hope of Salvation. ' 

The Caf!€ described at large^ §• I— •!• As ii frequentltf 
occurs^ §• 5. Granting afltkat ike dejected Soul charges 
on ttscff, §. 6. JVie Jnvttatfons' and Promises of Christ 
give Ilope^ §. 7. TTie Reader urged^ under att his BttTm^ 
tkcns and Fears^.to an humble Application to Him, |. 8. 
JVkich is accordingltf exemplified in the concluding Re-^ 
Jledion and Prayer* 

§. 1. TT HAVE naw done with thixie unhappy Crca* 
JL tures IT ho despise the GospeT, and with those 
who aeglect it. With Pleasure do I now turn siysclf 
to those, who wilt he^r me with more Regard. Among 
the Tarious Cases, which now present themselres to my 
Thoughts, and demand ray tender^ affectionate, respect* 
ful Care, there is none more worthy of Compassion, than 
that which I have mentioned in the Title of this Chapter ; 
none whieh requires a more immediate Attempt of 
Relief. 

§. 2. It is Tery possihie some afflicted Creature may 
be ready to cry out, ^' It is enough: Aggravate my 
<^ Grief and my Distress no more. Tl>c Sentence you 
<< hare been so awfuHy 'describing, as what shall be 
<^ passed and pjiecuted on the Impenitent and Unbelier* 
*^ ing, 16 my Sentence ; and the Terrors of it are my Ter» 
* ' rors. For mine Iniquities are gone up ufUo the Heavens^ 
^< and my Transgressions have reached unto the Clouds {vi) 

" My 
(a) Rer. xrlti» 5« 
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*^ My Cdse ii q^ufte siirgular. Surely tkWre never tvas 
^'' so gtrejit'i Sihuet as I; I have received sci many MeN' 
^' tmj Ifaive ^rtj«>ycd so many Adv^antag^ I have Heard 
<^ so niaiiy Invitations of Gdspel Grace ; and yet my 
*"' Heart hits been §o Hard, aind my .Nature i^>i^o* exceed-. 
^^ iiig'Siiiialy and the -Number and aggravating Circum- 
'^ staihce^ of niy frotocation's have, bfeen sucli, that Ictdrd 
'' not hope-. ^ It is enough, that God hath suppprttni mo 
*^ tfaiS loiig;' it is enough^ that aft^^r so matny Tears of 
*^ ^t'jcfcwliiess, I ^m yet out of ifeli. Every Day*s Re- 
" prieve is a Mercy, at which I am astonished. I Jie 
*' do^n .and wonder that Death dtici Pamnatldd frive 
*< not seized mie iii my \^-atks the Day past. . I arise, and 
^^ «i^onder,' iliat my Bed hatii Hot been my Grave ; won- 
*' der^ thiifc my Soul \^ riot Separated from Flesh, arid 
** surrounded 4vith Devils and damned Spirits. 

-§. 3; " 1 Kaive indeed heard the Message of Sfrtvatioh ; 
*''l)ut alas, it seem5 iio • Message' of Salvition to we. 
*^ There ai'e hatppySouls that have Hppe ; arid their 
** Hope is indeed in Christ, And the Grace of Gari ma- 
^ nifested in Ilim. But then iUcy feel !ri thcit Hearts 
•^ an Ertcouragetfteht to apply to Him, whereas I dare 
*' not do iti Uhri^t arid Grace are Thirig^, in whith, I 
" fear^ t have no Part^'kud must ,*^xpect rio'iie. There 
*•* arc exceeding rich ind predOusi Promises in the Word 
" of God; but they are id me as al sealed Book,. and 
•* are hid from me as to any |itersonal Use; I know, 
•^ Christ h able io save:! kriow He is teili^Hg to savq 
•• some^ But that He shoitld bcf ^Hiling to save me, such 
^' a polluted, such a provoliing Creature, as God knows, 
*< and as Coil^ieBte kdO^s, I have beeri, and to tbi$ 
** Day am | this 1 know not how to believe t And the 
<^ utmost that I can*" da to\rjAid$ believing;. it, Is to ac- 
'< knowledge thsit It is not absolutely impossible, and 
<^ that I. do riot yet lie daWn iu com-plete Despair; 
<' though alas, I seena upon the tery Borders of it ; aad 
<< expect every Day and Hour to fall ipto it." 

|. 4. I should not perhaps have entered so f ally into 
this Case, if J ihad not seen many in it; and i wiH 
add, 'Reader, for .y<iur Encduragemeint, if it be yo or 
Case, several who now are in the * Number of the most 
established^ .che4;rful, and, useful .Chrjsti^. ^od I 
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hope, Divine Grace wit! add you to the Res^ if out cf 
these Depths^ you be enabled to cfi^unto €K)D{h)i and 
iliougb, like Jona/i, you may seem to he co^l oiafiramMh 
Presence^ yet stiH, witliJonaA, yovtlo>6k totemrds His kolif 
Temple (c). 

§. 5. Let it not be imaghii^^ithat it isicQin.aAyiN^fct 
6f that Blessed Spirit, whose Office, itas=,jto l^ the' 
great Comforter^ that I now. attempt to reasortyoU oai of 
this disconsolate Frame ; for it is as the great Source of 
lleason, that H^ de^ls with rational Greatunes; and it 
is in the Use of rational Means -ajod Coni^deratioRS, that 
He may most jnstly be expected to operate. < Give me 
Leave, therefore, to address myself caltnly.to you^ and 
to -ask you, What Reason you Jiare for all t-hesetpas- 
sionate CQroplaint«. and. Accusations against yourself^ 
What Reason have you ta suggest, that your Case i» 
:^ngular, when so many have told you, they that felt 
the .same? What Reason i have you to conclude so hardly- 
against yourself, when, the <jrospelrSpcaks In such favQtii:- 
abhj Terms? Or what Reason to ^imagine, that the gra* 
cious Things it says arc not intended for you? You: 
tnovv indeed more of the Corruptions of your own- 
Heart, than you know of the Hearts of others; and yott 
make a Thousand chaiitable Excuses for their visible 
Faifiiigs and .Iii£rmttids, which you m^e not for your . 
.own. And it may be, some of those, whom -you admire 
as emihent Saints when compared with you, are. On- their 
Part bumbling themselves in 'the Dust, as unworthy to , 
be nnmbered amongst the least of Go&'s People, and 
wishing themselves like you j Iji whom they tluitk they 
see much more Good^ and. much less df Evil,^ than in 
themseli^es. - » , .' . •. • - ... ^ . ♦. -* 

Jj, iQ. But.Ao suppose .^Ihe. worst. What if yo*i were 
I'eaily.the vilest Sinner that eter lived up<m the Face of 
tJm-J^arth ? What if ^ow^ Imquities had ^me wp unto the 
Heavens every Day, aadjfottr Transgressions had reached 
unto the Clouds (d) ; reached thitlier with such harrid 
Aggravations, that Jii&rth and "Heaven should have had 
Reason to detest yon, as a Monster of.Impiety ?. Admit-i 
ting all this, Is any Tkinj^ too hard for the Lord(e) ? Are. 
,:■•', . . • . ■ • ••:* ' •.,... any 

' Ch) i*8al. cxxx. I. (c) Joitah it. 4. ' (d) Rev', ivUi. ^. ^ 
(e) Gea. xfiii. H. 
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-ttwy- Sinsy - of which tL Smner caa : repent, of so de^p a 
.i)fc> * \hai the B/oorf ^/ Christ cannot wash them away I 
!Nay, though -itwowld be kidring Wick^daess and m^Rr 
«tnous Fdlly, forany ^o .S'iiir m&t Grace may abound (i^y 
yet had y^\x indeed raised your Accoiint beyond all that 
IMvine Grace has ever yfet pardbhed, who shonld limii the 
JfGtyOneofIsract{^)l or who fih^U pretend to .«ay| 
^hat H was iinpbfesiWe that.Go© might for your yexy 
.Wretchedness <5huse you o»t from others, to make you 
a Monument of Mercy^ ^nd a Trophy of hitherto iWr 
^jafaUcled Grace? The Apostie Puut.%itm^Y intimates 
<thi9 to have been the Ca^c, with regard to himself: And 
why might not yeu likewise^ if indeed, ike Chief of Sinm 
mrs^ obi fttd Mercy ^ that in y&Uj (isjhe Chiefs J em^Chriit 
might shew forth iUi Long^&ujffbring.Joru Vmerp. tp them 
^0 shall hereafter believe iy) ^ 

§ . 7* Gloomy as your Apprehensions are, I would ask 
you plainly^ do you in' youc Conscience think j that 
Chriiit is riot uble to save you? What^: is He not able to 
^aty^even to the uttermost^ them that come unto GOiyby 
Him (i)? Yes, you wiH say, abundantly. able to do it; 
but I dare not imagiDe that IJe wiH do it, Attd bow do 
yo« kaowithatHe .wili not?* He ha,s helped th^e rery 
greatest Sinners of 'all that hafe yet applied themseWe^ 
*o Hitn : And He has made the Offers s^i Grace and Sa\-. 
itation in the most mgaging and encoiuraging Terms- 
if any Man thirsty let him come Mtifa Me and drink (k)- 
Jjet him that is athxrst^ come ; andtchosoever will^ let him 
"tuhecf the 'Water cf' Life freeiy(\y I GcmeuntoJSleaUye 
4hai labour^ arid are heavy laden^ and I mill give you Resf 
(m): And once more, Him ihittcpmeth unlo ^e, I zpill 
in no uise east out (n). True, you will say, None that 
'are given Him by the Father: Could I know I were of 
ihat Number, 1 c^kl th^n apply cheerfully to Him. 
Bujt:, dear Reader, let me etitreat yoa to look into the 
Text itself, and sec whether that Limitation be 9t^ 
pressly added there. Do you there read, None of them j 
tchom the Father hath given Me, shall be cast out f The 
Words are in a mu(^ more encouraging Form; An4 

why 

(f ) Rom. vi. 1. . (h) 1 Tim. i. 15, 16. f k) John til. 37. 
fe) rsal. Uxviii.41. (i) Heb. vii. 25. (1) Rcv. j^xii. V^ 

■ : T -' -(m} Matt. X*. 28, (n) Jobo ti. 37. 
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tvhy should you frustrate Jiis Wij^dom and Goo^iii^y lij* 
such ao Addijtton of your owh i Add not to Ji^t' fVordSf 
hsjt He reprove thee (6) : l^ake them M Aey $takld, and 
drink in the Consolation of thon* \ Our Lord' kiiew iot^ 
what Perplexity some serious Mindk might possibly be 
thVown by whatHfe had before been sayings 2UI that the 
Faflter hath given Me ^ sk<dl pome unfo Me; aod ther^ore^ 
as it were oii Pt^rpose to {balance it^ He adds- th<i$e gra. 
Clous Words^ Jiim tjiiU cofnetk unto Me ^ I will in no wise, 
by no Means, on iip Consideration whatgoever, jcast ouL 
§. 8. If therefore you ^o ajneady diBcbJU raged and 
terrified at the Greatness of your- Sins, do not add to 
their Weight and Numlyer that ove greater aijd worse 
than all tHe Rest, a J)tstrust of the Faithfulness and 
Grace of the Wessed ILcdcenVe^. Do nbt, so far a». ixi 
you lies, oppose all the Purposes. of His Love to you. 
O distreissejd Soul, wboni dost thou dread? To whom 
itost thou tremble to approach ? Is there any Thin^^ so 
terrible in a crucified Redeemer, in. the Lamb^ that to((s^ 
slain ? if tliou cartiest thy Soul, almost sinkipg nodec 
the Burden of its Guilt, to lay it down at His. Feet., 
yrhat dost thou offer liifia^ but the Spqil which lie bled 
4nd died to recorer asfdipossess ? And did He |>urchase 
it so dearly, th^t He might reject it with j[)isdain I Go 
to Him directly, and falj down in His Presence, and plead 
that Misery or thine, which thou h^t now been pleack 
ing in a cotitrary View, as an Engagement t(» your own 
Soul to make the Application, and as an Argument with 
the compassionate Saviour ^'to reeetve^ you. < Go^ and.be 
assured, that tefiere Sin hath abounded, there' 6rraca shcUl 
tnneh more abound (p). Be assured,* that if one! Sinner can 
promise himself a more certain Welcomcf than ^noUier^ 
it is not he that is least guilty and mrscAable, but he ihd^ 
IS mof»t doeply hiwiblcd before Gon Under a Sense of 
fhut Misery and Guilt, and iies ih^ lowest ill the Appce* 
ikensioa of it. 

(o) Prov. XXX. 6. (p) Rom. v. 20, 
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Chap. 1% R^fiCiMom en tkeu JRncmtrag^H^s, 115 

Rc#tC€¥tdNs dit 4h6se l^ncomrmgemien$4j en^ng in ad 

hufnbk and e0h^si JppUcu^» io CM$t/«r Skrcy^ 
'. •. . ' . t ' 

«.^^ My Soul, vb5it saj^t jdiott to thesis TWngs? 
\J " Is tbere not at least a Possibility of Help /roui 
<* 6%/*iip^ J? And is tliero a Possibility of Help any other 
^* Way ? Js a«;jf ofjjre^ N^me givenjtrfUer Heuven^ tche^-eb^ 
^ tee can be S0ved? I know, ihere is none (q). I musjt 
. <^ then say^ like the i^pcrs^ of hrael{t)^ iflsii fierc^ I 
^^ perish ; £ind-if I makff m^ Apfiicaiion in vainj I can but 
^' die. But perad^reatufej He tha^ save my hioul tilive. 
<^'i witt therefore arise j ami go unto Hvm^^ or rather^ 
<^ believing IjTiin here, by His Spiritual Pre^ncc, sinfai 
^^ and miserable as I am, { will this Moment f^li down 
^< on my Faee before Rim, avd pour Qui my Soul uijito 
^« Him. ^ .'s 

. ^' Blessed Jesu*^ I prcseat itself nnto Thee, as a 
^^ watched Creature, driTetf kideed by Necessity', to do 
^^ it. Fpr surely we/c not th*t Ne^ccssity u/geut .^nd 
'^^ absplnte, | should not daue for very Shfame to appear. 
^^ in '^'hine J^oly and Majestic Presence. I am fully 
^^- cenvineed that my Sins ^tod my Pollies Jiare beeii 
^' j^nexcnsabfy g^reat; t^ort than I ean express, more 
^^ than I ean conceive. ^ I feel a StMuirce of Sin, in my 
^f corrupt and degenerate Natture, which pours Qut Inip 
^' quity,' as a FouB^n sends out its W^r, and makes 
^^ me a ^ui^^^^n and a '^'error to myself. Sucb Aggra^- 
fyYiLiiavSj:'liSLi^G jxtteaded my Tx^nsg^essjons, that |t 
^^ looks like Presumption, so mueh as to ask Pardo^ 
>< for them.. And yci, would It jaot4)e gre^^erJPresump^i 
^^ tioH to say, t^^at they exceed Thy Mercy, ^^d the Ef- 
♦^ ficauy ^f Thy BloQd ; to say, thatTtnoubast Poorer and 
f^''Gr9,ce^ enougf^ to pardon and saye only SiuJiers of in 
.*^ lower Order, yirWe such as I lie put pffl^y Reach ? 
*^^ Preserve me from that hlaspfaemo.ufi imagination ! 
** Preserve me from th^ unreasonable Suspicion ! jLord| 
>* Tttau canst do ali Things, neither is there t^ny Thought 
*:« «/ ajrtiiic Ilefirjt uiijuhold^ from Thee (b), J^ovl vcft 
^* iadced, as Thy Word dccl^rcs^ i^U fo s0V.e untp the 

(*i) Acts iv. i^. (r) 2 ^Qgi v>L if (?) Job x4ii. 2. 
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*' uttermost (t). And therefore breaking through all the 
^' Oppositions of Shame and Fear, that would keep me 
<^,,frpin Thee, I fiow and )ie doWn as in the Du^ l^fore 
*' Xhce. Thou knf>T»esty Q Jjord, all ray Sins, and uU m^ 
^' Follies (u). I cannot, and I hope, I may say, I would 
<< uat disguise them before Thee, or ^t inyself to' find 
^^ out plausible Excuses^ Accuse me, J^rd, as* Thou 
^' pleasest:,And I will ingeniously plead guilty to all. 
^' Thine Accusations. I will own myself as great a Sin. 
^' ner, as Thou callest m^ : But l^m ^till a Sinner, that 
^^ comes unto Thee for I\irdon. If I mu^t die, it shall 
^^ be submitting, and owning the Justice of the fatal 
^' Stroke. If I perish^ it shall be, laying hold^ as it were, 
^' on ike Horns of the Altar ; layiog myself down at Thy 
^^ Foot^stool, though I have been such a Rebel against 
<* Thy Throne. Many have 'received a full. Paidon 
^^ there ; have me|; with FaTx>ujr even be3r'ond their Hopes. 
^' And are all Thy Compassions, O Blessed J^^ii^, ex^ 
f' hausted ? And wilt Thou now begin to reject aa:hum« 
<^ ble Creature,' who .flies to Thee, for Life,' and pleadis 
^^ nothing but Mercy and Free Grace? Hitce Mercy 
^' upon m6,'0' most gracious itedeemer, have Mercy upon 
^ ' mey uad let my- Life be precious in Thy Sigbi (x) ! Oh 
5' do not resolvie to send me down to that State* of final 
^^ Misery and Despair, from which it was Thy gradous 
*' Purpose to deliver an^ sdrve so many ! 

.*^Spu«» mc not away, O Lord, from Thy Presencej 
'^ nor be; offended when I presunie to lay hold on « Thy 
^' Royal Robe, and say that / cannot and will not let 
^^ Thee go^ till my Suit is igrantedfy) ! ©b reotembiiiir 
^' that all my Hopes of obtaining eternal Happiness, 
^^ and atvoidHig. eycrlastihg, helpless, hopeless Pestruci 
*^ tion, are .anchored upon Thee; they hang upon Thjr 
:^' Smilesi 0!c drop. at Thy Frown.* Oh hate Mercy upoh 
^' mey iof the Sake of this immortal. Soul of mine!) Or 
^' if not f^f the Sake of pii&e aWne, itor the Sake of 
^' many others, who may, on the one Hand be cncon^ 
*< raged by Thy Mercy to me, or on the other, may be 
^' greatly wounded and discourage by my helplc^ 
*^:Despstir! I bese^cfc Thee, O Lord; for Thine own 
^,- ' ' -... .'f« Sake, 

(t) Hcb. vU, 25. (u) Psal, Ixlr. 5. (x) « Kipgs i. 14, 
: ' * (3r) Gca, «x*it «. ^ ' 
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^' Sake, and for the Display of Thy Father's rich aad 
*^ sovereign Grace I I beseech Thee by the Blood Thou 
<* didst shed oti ^he Crass! I beseech. Thee by the Co. 
^^ Tenant of Grace and Peace, into which the Father 
^' did enter with^'Thee for the Salvation of believing and 
*^ repenting Sinners, snye mej Sive « me, O Lord, who 
^^ earnestly desire to repejat ^njd believe ! I am indeed a 
^^ Sinner, in whose final and everlasting Destruction Thy 
{^^ Justice mj^ht be greatly glorified s^^But Oh! if Thai^ 
** wilt pardoH me, it will likfk Motini^nt raised- to the 
f.^ Honour of Thy Graotf, and the Efficacy of thy 
^' Blood^ in Proportion tg the . Degree in which the 
** Wretch, to whjom Thy Mercy is extended, was mean 
<^' and miserable without it. Speak, Lord, by Thy Bles- 
^ .%ed Spirit, and banish my Fears ! Look unto me with 
^^ L^vB and Ghrace H Thy ^Counte^UAee, and fay to 
^« me, as In the Days of Thy Flesh Thbi*^ didst 't<^ tnany 
*< aii hiittxble S*fppli(^t, Th^'^SmsU^efprgiven Thee^ gQ 
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tl8 Js there is Ihngi^ iff pHsf akin fftisCasf^ Chap^. 13. 



CHAP: XIII. 

Tbe doubting Soul more particularly assisted 
in -its Enquiries as to thje Sincerity of iti 
F$ith and Repenfemce. 

^r^niient Impressions, liable to be mistaken for C^mer^ion^ 

. whififi m^uld be a fatal Error ^ V» !• Gemrtfl Schemes 

\ for Self^Examina^oik^%f S. P^^tictsiw^ Enqitiru^s { (10 

V *What Fiems there h(a>6 been of Sin? ^. $. (2.) IVhai 

Views therfi have been of Christ ? §• 4. uis to the Need 

the Soul has of Him ; §. 5. 4nd its Willingness /# 

receive Him, with a due Surrender of Heart to Hii 

Service J §. 6. Nothing short of this j sufficjfint^ §. 7. 

The Soul submitting to divine ExaminjEttion^ the Sin^ 

ccritff of its Faith land ReperUanfie. 

^. !• XN Consequence of all ike serious Things, vrhicji 
X have been s^id in ifxe former Chapters, I hope it 
will be 1^0 faise Presumption to imagine, that some Reli^ 
^ious ][mpres8i.(]»h8 may be maixle on Hearts which had. 
never felt theijik before; or may be revived where they 
have formerly grown cold And languid. Yet I am very 
sensible, and J desire th^ you piay be so, how great 
Danger there is in Self.piattery on this important Head ; 
And |iow necessary it is to caution Men, against too hasty 
^ Conclusion that they are really conTert<?d, because they 
bave felt some warm Emotions on their Minds, ^nd have 
Reformed the gross Irregularities of their former Conduct, 
jji ]i^iUtak<e here migfct be iiifinitely fatal: Jt may prove 
ithe pccasion of that false Peace, which shall lead qi 
MsLVL ip bless fiimseff in Ms own Hearty and to conclude 
iiimself secure, while idl the Thrcatenings and Curses of 
frOP^i Law aire son&ding in his £ar5^ and lie indce^ 
.1 . direct!/ 
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fiktetily ttg^hsi him^ (a): While iti tlie mean Ti^ie h* 

^ppliie» to himself a tl^pusaiul Proniiaes in irhich he has 
ao Share; which- mny prove therefore like ^neroits 
Wioe to ^. Man in a high. Fercr, or strong Opiates t0 
(pnc in a Lethargy, f'he ^'tenjjf Ground revived the Word 
mth Joif^ and ai prqmjiisiog Harvest seemed to he springs 
^ng up ; yet U span wiihefed auMtj^ (h), and ^^ Reaper 
iilicd (^is Arms ifith ^t« Now that this may not be tho 
Case with you, tbat^iii'my Labours and yours h'thertq 
may iiot bo lost, and ^at'a ▼ain Dream of Security and 
Happiness may not: plunge y<^u dee^ m Misery and 

' Ruin, give me Leave jfcollead yoijiinto a seiious Enquiry 
pto your oirn Heart; iSsk^i. so you may be better able to 
judge of ^pur Case, and to distinguish between what is 
at most l)eing only meat the Kingdom of Heetvefiy and 
becoming indted a Member fof. It. •• *■ . * .« 

' ' ^l 2. Now this depends upon' the Sincerity <rf yoo» 
Faith. In Christy when F^itii.is taken ia its^ laUpgest^Ei^ 
tent, 1 as e;tpiained above ; that is, as - compreliendthg 
^epentanc^P andth€ft stead^ Purpose of neisi anduniverial 
,Q6cdien€e^ of which, wheciever it is reai, Fsiith will as. 
fiiredly ^e theyital Princrpie. Therefore to aMst yoU 
ia judging of y^ur State, give me Leave to ask you^ o* 
\radtet tb intreat youito-aek yourself, What f%te* ybii 
JiaT&liad, and now ha.ve, ofSin^ and af Christ? And whdt 
^ur future purposes are,* with Regard -to yoUr Cdndut>t fti 

•the RismaiudeF.of Life tiiat may lie before y6ii? f fehall 
n6t reason ialfgely upon th^ several Particulars I, suggest 
. vunder tho«e »&ads, bat raither reler you to ^Jwur dwi;i 
Reading and Observation, to judge how agreeable they 
arcibo-the Word of Gpi>, the great 11 ute by .which' icfvtt 
Cftardeters mo^tqti|&k]y l>e twod^ and' our «*4 Anil. Stiitcj ^ 
unalterably be determined J . . . !> '- ji * 

;§. 3. Enquire scriousiy, in the first Place, JV^ 
Views tfou haneiifH^d of Sin^ and wha^ S^ntUnents f<s^ 
have. felt in you(r Soul with Regard to it: Ttitere i^S'^, 
Titoe^ when> H^ wor^ a fiattewn§^A«^ifs^>ai>i*«iade'»f^^ 
^h^ting AppearaAce, so that all >y our Heaet w^ 
chorme4' with it, andit liv4s i^e' Tc^ry • Businesa ^f your 
|iife to practise it. pnt yo^ have since been undeceited. 

(a) Pieut, zxix. 19, !^ : . (b) Matt. xlii. 5^ 6, 
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i^ ti shoM-eHqaire iUio iis Fkh of Sitiy ' Chap. 15. 

«yoo h&Ve lelt it bUeUkeaSerpenli and etiHgJike ah 'Adder 

<c>. Youbaveibebeldit with aa Abhorrence, far gneaiter 

4.thaii. the Ddight whio^ it eTer gave you. So*far:it k 

wdL Itis thus with every trius Penitent, and ivtth soVdY, 

I fear', who arc not of that Number. Let me therefore 

eaquiro farther, Whence arose thi» Abhotence? Wus it 

merely ffom a. Principle of Self-Lo?e? Was it merely 

ibecaase you had been wouhdcd by it? Wa^ it.. merely 

•because you had thereby brought . Oondemnation ^ank 

Ruin upon yoBx own. Saul ?» Was there 'no Sense of its 

Deformity, of its Baseness^ of its Malignity, as/conimittcd 

against the Blessed Goi>, consideved as a ^loribns,'a 

Bountiful, and a Merciful Being I Were yon new^r pierced 

.jby ^he Apprehen^on of its Wle Ingratitude ? Arid as for 

:those piurpOses which hare arisen tn your Heart against 

it, let me beseech you. to reflect, how they have been 

Ibr^iei], and'ho!!^ they have hitherto been oxecuted. Have 

they been .universal I Have, they b^n resolute I And > y^t 

amidst ^U- that Hesolutioii, Have ^ey .been humbled 

When you declared War with Sin, was H with every $ini 

And is it. an irreco«ciica|»]e<'War which you determine, 

by Divine Grace, to push on tiU'you have entirely con» 

iquered it^.or^didJn the Attempt? And a^et yon accord. 

lingly a<ftlve iti yoilr Endeavours to subdue and destroy 

Hf K If ^o, what Arte the Fruits udrih^of Repentunce 

i-wbiciji.you brm§[ forth (d) I lt» -does riot,* • t faopej* alj 

iflofv aMray in floods of Grief i Have yoU'.cea«€d icf da 

^Mvil.? Are you learning to do Wdl (c) ? Doth your Re, 

4|<^iCP94on shQH^ .thaj|..you.«£^(a»t^ of. your ^rs; or 4q 

your rene^red Relapses into Sin prove, that you cepj^t 

•^yen: of wba* :you.call ,yoMr fiepetitai^ei^ flftve yoU' an 

' (jii|W|trdr AbWr^nce: of all Sin, and.an nnfeigned fiscal 

against it? And. doth that 4)roduce 4 Care.to i^ard 

^gHlpst^thQ ^Occasions of it, and Temptations . to it? Do 

^on.jw^ifiik against thcf Circumstanees. that have insnared 

jrou ? ^fkd jdo you particularly jdoubleyour Guard Against 

'fic^.S^.mkkhi d^f^fHOHeatiiiy beseifi^mi (i)d^ls'th^l(dd 

^ide^, that ^e KJhtistian» Race mas^ .be run\ laid aside 

j|i?ithj^ %fr) D0tcg!!painatiou, ihaut you .i?iUireturntito it 

.••♦."• rr.'. -J •.::.• .' ^ '■". ^- M ...* ••:' .\\'> t; '.uiu^ 

'" (r) Prov. xxUI. 32. (d) I.uk« iii. 8. (e) I^ai. i. 16, IT, 

= .:- i. .. ::'..■ V)|leb. wl/j;- - : ^' -■'•'' ' 
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Chap. 13i and into the Regard it has for Christ. m 

no mdre^ tliat^rou will hold no raorc Parley, nrkfa it^ tkat 
you win fneveritak6 another Step towards it ? 

§* 4. Pertoitttrie also; farther to- enquire, '^ "What your 
'* Rezosi qfChtht have been ? What thmk ifmk of llimf 
^^ and df yiour Concern. with Him?" Have you been 
fully. €onTii»^^ thai it|»ere <uiu6t 'be.>a' GoivespeiideDaa 
setded between Him and yon r Soul?. And do you $ee 
and feel, tiiat you are not only to pa^ Him a Kind of 
distant Homage, and transient Compliment, as*. a rery: 
wise, benevolent, and excellent ? Person whose Nftme 
and Meskory you hare a Rtiv^renee {or; hut. that, a^ 
He lives and. reigns,^ as H^ is ever n6ar you, and a! ways 
observing you, so you must look to,Him^ .must:approac<i 
Him,, mnstt ihvivbly »(tQaii8a«4' B)e«sI«^s» « wi4ll? Him, atid 
that, Business of the! higlibst Importance^ on which your 
Sal viation depends? ' i < . J :: i, 

' >§. 5v¥oiifh^veibeeU brought to enqotrey Hlh&rewUh 
shaU i come ^fare th^Lo^dj and bovd "an^selfbefore the Mos$ 
iligh GOB (g) ?. And onoe pei'haps you were' thinking 
i>f Sacrifices, which your own ,S^or^: naiglit \ have been 
sufficient to furnish on t. Are you i^w convinced*^ they 
will* not suififee; and tiiat-you must hate Recourse to 
the Lamb which €1011 hath provided K Have you had a 
View of Jesus ^ :as. taking awa^ the iSin ^rfthe 'Wortd{h) I » 
djsmadea Sifi Offermgfoirnsi though He knew no Sinj^.thai 
we might: be made the Righteousness of€iQD in^Hir$^ (i) J 
Have > you viewed Mim, as perfectly; yightecMv in Hi?)^ 
self; and despaid^g of' being justified :>by ^ny Highte«t 
ousncss of youp own^ have jow submitted to. ike Righte^i 
ousness of GOD (k) ? Has your Heart ever been >roughli 
to a deep Conviction of ^.this impoctaAt Truth, that if 
-'ever you are «av^ at all^ it must . be through Christ f 
that if ev^ Goi> extend Mercy t« yowiat all, it must ho 
for JIls Sake ; that if ever you aripj(2r»rf in :the .Temple qf. 
G(XD a^ove^ you must stauiid' tii^(9T)a3 an< ^vetrlas^g 
Trophy of that Victpry which CAriW has rgained ovec 
the Powers of HeU;, wh(X ^ would i9tlLe];9J^^haii€^jtri« 
umphed over you? -: ' .: f ,- ' *t i.- r,v\ 

- %. 6i Oni Lord say«, ' i^ook unto,Mef and be \^exsaved 
(I): He:«ay«, If.I be Mf&du^ Izskf^ drai»iaU\Mm 
... .'i. ,* unto 

(«) Mic. vi..6.' (fc) *olio,iy^.> .'«).« CliflMt.Jil, 

(k)Roro.x.3, : (l) Isal. xh. ^^ 
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ii^ tlai^ifou surrendered all io Christ ? Chzpi Hi 

unto me (m). Have ybn liyoked to Him^ ai the only Sa^ 
Tiour ? Haye yb ti been ilrntsn nnia Him^ by 'that sacred 
. Magnet^ the ^ttracHng Influence of \l\s dying Love t 
Po you kapw irhat tt is io come to Qiristj a$ a poof* 
l»eary and heavy-laden Sinner^ that you ihay^nd Resign) ? 
Do* yoir know wliat it -is }n a sf^rltiisl Serisey to eat the 
Flesh and drink the Blood of the Son of Man {o) j that is^ 
to look wi^QXk Christ crudjkd as the great SH|>frarrt of youf 
Spuf, aad to feel a Desife after lliin, earnest as the 
Appetite of Natare after its necessary Food? Hare yoii 
known what it is cordiaily to surrender yourself to 
Christy as a poor Creature wliom I^otc has made His 
Property? Have you committed your immortal Soul to 
VAitkj that Ilki may parvfy aiid^s8T'e4t : -that He may go^ 
tern it by the Dictates of His Word, and the Influences . 
of His Spirit ; that He may use it for lils^ Glory f that Hd 
loay appoint it to what. 'Exereise ' and- iDiscipline He 
jsleases, * while it dwells here in Flc^h; and that He may 
deceive it at Death, and fix it ambn^ those Spirits who 
withf perpetual Songs of Praise snrrpund His Throne, and 
are His Servants for ever ? Have you heartily consented 
io this ? ^md do you, on this * Ac(^ount 'of the ^latter^ 
fenew your Censeiit? Do yon renew it deliberately and 
determinalely, aftd feel your whole Soul, as it were, say* 
i9^ AMENy while you read this ? If this be the Case, 
^len I can with gre^t Pieasure give you (as it were) the 
Right Heund of Fetloimhipy and salute and embrace yoii 
as a sincere Disciple of the Lbird Jems Christy as one who 
is delivered from the Pozcers of Darkness^ and is translated 
into the Kingdom of the Son of GOD (p). I can then suluta 
you in th0 Jbord, ^ one to whom, as a Minister ofJe^us^ 
I am comibissioned'and charged to speak comfortably^ and 
toUell you, not that;! absolve ^^u from your Skis, for f^ 
I9 a small Matter io^^ Judged cf Mon^s Jtid^^niy 'but 
Ihikt ^ hX^imA G0iy\Vm%^}iabisQlv^h you y that you 
are one, id whom Me hath said in His Oospel^ and is c;on. 
tuiuallyiaykig, J%«r '<$«»« are' forgiven you (q); there- 
fore go in Peactj and take the Comfort of it. ^ 

V« 7. But if you are* a Sttangar to these Experience?, 
and' to this TeM^r \vh|cii^ I Aave how described, the 
* ' great 

(A^) Jofett itii. ». (b) Mii».«1. 88. (o) Joha.Ti. $$. 

(I0€«.l. 13/ <^) Lake ihCL 4«, 
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Chap. IS. lathing ihort of thi$ i$»tifieieni. H9 

great Work is yet undone; you a^e an impeaiteBft and 
mnbelieving Sinner^ and the §Vra/k 0/ GOD if^deih on 
you (r). Howerer you may haire been awakened and 
alarmed, whatever. Resolution you may hare fiM-med for 
amending yoiir Lifc^ how right soever your Notions 
may be, hoMr pare soever your Forms of Worship, how 
ardent soever your 2eal, how severe soever your Morti. 
ficatton, how humane soever your Temper, how inoflen- 
sive soever your fJfemay be, I can speak no Comfort to 
yjou. ^Vain arc all your Religious 'Hopes, if therd has 
not been a cordial Unmiliatioa .before the Presence of 
God for all your Sins ; if there has not been this avowei| 
War declared ^against every Thing displeasing to God; 
if there \&& ^ot been this Sense of your Need of Christy 
and of your Ruin vr ithout Him ; if there has ndt been 
this earnest Applicatioii to Him ; this Surrender of your 
Soul into; His Hands by Faith^; this Renunciation of 
youreelf, that you might iix on Him the Amher of your 
ilope ; if there has not been this unreserved Dedication 
vf yourself to be at all Times, and in all Respects, the 
faithful !^rvant of God through Him ; and if you do 
not with all this acknowledge that you are an unprofitable 
Servant^ who have no other Expectations of Acceptance 
or Pardon^ bat only through His Righteousness and 
Blood, and through the Ricfaioi of Divine Grai^c in Htm ; 
I rq)eat it again, that all your Hopes are vain, and you 
are tmilding on the Sand (s>. The H^use you have aU 
ready raised must be thrown down to the Ground, and 
the Foundation be removed and laid anew, or you, and 
all your Hopes, will shortly be swept away with ft, and 
buried under it in ererlastiag Ruin. • 

The Soul Bulmiliing to Divine Exaniinationy the Sinceriiy 
of its Repentance and Faith. 

^^ d^ Loan God, Thou seurpkest all Hearts^ and 
»Vl ^ trieU the ReiM of titeChildren of Men ^1). 
<* Search me^ O Lord^ and know my Heart ; try «le, arid 
^< know my Thoughts : and see if there be any toicked Way ^ 
4< in tney and lead me in the Way Eperla0ng-iu}. - Doth 
: ^ "not 

(0 John iii^ 36, W Mail. v». U. (%) J4lt. xvil. 10^ 
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IM The Soul submiis Hs Repenianc^ Chapt iS: 

«f not Causdence, O Lordi testify in Hiy^ Pi^^ohc^ 
<^ that my Repantance anA Faith* we suck as hiure bften 
^^de^cribiiffl, orsat leaat thai it is? my. earnest Prayer, 
S^ that . ihey • may be tio.? Come th(H:efore, O^ Thou 
<^. blesi^d Spirit^ who art the Author of aM Grace, and 
<^' CoDsolatioQ, and work this Temper hmmto fully in <my 
-^ Soul ! Oh represent Sin to mine Eyes in aU its most 
^' odious Colours, that I may feel a nmrtal and irrecon-* 
<^, cileahle Hatn^d to it! O fepresent the Majesty and 
f ^. Merc)^ of the blessed Gon In such a Manneiv Ifhat my 
^^ Heart may : be alarmed/ aad^thiit It^ may be> melted I 
^' SmUe the RsfCk^ thai, the. Waters mayftoB> (x) ; Waters 
^' of genuine, undi^sembled and filial Repentancel Con* 
'' mn(te rncy OThou blessed Spirit, of Sin y of Bigkteousm 
<^ nessy and of Judgmeni (y)! Shew me ih^ Ihaoe uum 
^'} done -myself; hH ihsJt fni/> Helpls f oiiad' in GOD 
'^', qlone i%)^ io.Gon through Christ,. in wh6m alcme He 
M will extend Compassion. atid Help tome!' Accordiug 
^' to. Thy peculiar OJSice^:fa/t€ of Christ and shew it unto 
''me (a)! Shew me HisPozcer to save! Shew tne His 
«' Willingness to exert that Power! Teach my Faith tOf 
<^ behold Him y as extended on theCro^s, with open Arms^ 
<• with a pierced bleeding .Side*; and. so teUifig me i.tt 
'^ the most forcible. Language, what Roesn th^e is in 
. ^^ Jlis very Heart for me I May. I Jknow what It is to 
<^ haye.my whole Heart .subdued by LotC^; so, subdued 
^^ as to be crueiJiedwUh Himi)>)\ to be dead to Sinj 
*' and dead to the World, but alive iunto GOD through 
'f Jc^us Christ (c)! In His Power and Love may I confide S 
^^ To Him may 1 without any Reserre commit m^ Spirit /, 
" His Image may I .bear! -His Laws may I obserre! 
^^ His Service may I pursue ! And may I remain, through 
" Time and £terniiy, a Moiiument pf tl^e Efficacy ,of 
'^ His Gospel, and a Trophy of His Victorious Grace! 

*^ Oh blessed God I if there be any Thing wanting 
^^ towards constituting me a sincere Chrisrtian, discover 
^f it .to me^ attd<work>ijk in mel JBeat down, I b«soi^h 
<^ Thee, every false and preslumptuous Hope^ how costly 
^^ soever that Building may hate b^n. which is thus 
^^ latin in R^iii9y saQd hQW |^roud^soever I v^j have beetf 

r - " of 

(«) Pwl. >|ix.vl|l, 20. (a) ytm,\tm. ©w (b> Rom, -^ji. $, ^ 
. (y) John xvi. 8, .(*) Juluixvi. I«. (c) Rom. vi. lU 
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<^ of its Tain Ornameats ! Let me know the Worst of my 
<^ Case, be that Knowledge ever so distressfal; and if 
<< there be remaining Danger, O let my Heart be fully 
<^ sensible while yet there is Remedy ! 

^^ If there be any secret Sin yet lurking in my Soul, 
^^ which I hare not sincerely renounced, discover it to 
^' me, and rend it out of my Heart,, though it should have 
\^ shot its Roots ever so deep, and should haye wrapped 
** ihera all ai'ound it, so that erery N^re should be 
^^«pained by its Separation! Tito it away, O Lord, by 
V a ^and graciously seyeref.And by Degrees, yea, 
*^ Lord, by speedy Advaiices, go on, I beseech Tftee, 
^^ to p&rfict wnat is still lacking in m^ Faith (d) ! Ac-. 
<^ complbh in me aU the good Pleasures of Thy Goodness 
<^ (e): Inrich me, O Heavenly Father, with all the 
<^ Graces of Thy Spirit: Form me to the oomjplete 
^ Image of Thy dear Son i And then, for His Sake, 
^^ come unto 9»e, and manifest Thy gracious Presence in 
<< my Sou/ (f ), till it is ripened for that State of Gloi-y, 
^ fot which all these Operations are intended to prepare 
<« it! Am«i/* ^ ; 

(d) X Thew. Ui. 19, (ej J? thessi i.-U. (f) John xiv. 2\, i^ 
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CHAP. XIV. 



A more ^partieular View, erf the seveval 
Branches of the .CbRi8iri<sif Tkbmier; by 

• ^hieh the Reader kstAj be Ibrther assisted^ 
HI Judginj^ what he b, smd what he should, 
endeavour to be*^ . 



The Import$me tjf the CoBe engaget io. a more pmrtiadaf' 
. Survey^ tskfU Manner, cf ^^nkH we are, ofr^. 1^ ^# 
Jccordirigl^ the ChrUUan Temper is deserihedj (1.) By 
tome general 'Vkt^s nfUr w. a If^B^ em^ Uivme Tern-* 
per^ §\, S. jh resembling thai of Christ j f§. 4^ .And 
as engaging us to he spiritftafii^ minde^j and to^ icalk 
iiffiFaifhy ^. 6. A¥ian of the Semainderr §. 6. in 
vhich the Christian Temper is more particularht cond^ 
dered. (II.) With regard to me Blessed GOD; ae 
including Fear^ Affection^ mttd Obedience y ^ 7. Faith 
and Love to Christy §• 8, 9. Jo^ in Himy ^ 10. 
And a proper Temper towards the Uoltf- SpirUy parti* 
cutarly as a Spirit of Adaption and . of Courage* 
§»11 — 13. (III.) With Regard to ourselves; as inr 
eluding Preference of the Scniu to the Bodify HumUit^y 
Purity y §. 14. Temperamcey §• 15. Contenimenty 
§. 16. Aad Patience. %. 17. (IV.) With Regard to 
our Fellow^Creaiures ; as including Leeoey §• 18. 
Neeknetsy §. 19. PeaeeabUnessy \. SO. . Mer<^ §. 21. 

Trathy 



* N. B. This CkapUr it ftlmoit an JbHdgment of that ezeellent 
Book of Dr. Bvantf inttfledy Th* ChrUtian Temper, so Ht as it re- 
lates to the Description of it. For partitular ArgumenUf to en- 
force each Part of this Tm»ir% I must fcfer the KnAtt to the 
Book m)!L 
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Truih^ i/ai. And Candid, in Judging. %. 23. (V.) 
General Qitaiificaiions of each Branch; V 24i Such af 
Sincefitif^%^^6. ConstaHc^j^.^6. Tenderness, %i ^7. 
Zeai', §. 28. Arid Prudence: §; 29. These Things 
sUould fr^qu^nit^ be recollected. §. 30« A Revieai of 
ell in a Scriptural Prater. 

^' li^^ltT^HEi^ I cortsider the infinite Importdncc of 
▼ T Eterriily, I find it exceeding' difficult to 
satisfy myself in aiiy Thiioig whicb I can tof tb Men, 
%v here their etefiial Interests are coucemed. I hav^ givj^n 
yon a View, Ihopelm^y truly say, a jilst, as well as 
faithful View of a tfitly Christian IVfkper alr<^y. Yet 
for your fkrAer Assistanee, I would ol^tir te yonr Con- 
^idecation in various Points of Inght, thslt you may be 
assisted in jiodgiHg of Whatyou are, d^d what you ought ' 
torhts, AAdin this I aim, not otily aty6ur€ontictiori. 
If ycnl arelyet a.' Sthrfiger to ipeal HeK^dn, iHitat your 
f^tber Edification^ If % the Grace of Gro»^ yeu are by^ 
this Time expetitaiesiitali^ a^^ainted "wlA it. nkppy you 
will be, hapjpy beyoti<f Expression, if ta you go oil from 
one Aarttcle ta anothei^, you can say, ^^ This is my Tem. 
<;f ^r<and Charaiiier.'^ '< Happy ill no inconi^iderable De. 
ftcey if yoiUidaa «*^j ^<5Thisis'Whatl desircy what Jprrty 
¥ for^ attfi idiat^jp4«r«tie) in prbferen^ie to antty opposite 
<^ View,^ ^ougli itiie Hot Hi'hat I have as yet utiMtied.'' 
: %* '2. S^npch then/BAd itfn^v^hat Manner of Spirit you 
tire.€f{A),>AjAaj^mAjJli^th€k tedmeheth all marts direct 
the Enquiry^ asd^atile ybti so to^dge yourself ^ thea 
you may ^^^ ^^ condemned of the Lord (b)1 
.. ^v Z. %:iiow^ia the general, that if you are a Christian 
indeed, yoii haf c( bien renetvid^in the Spiritof your Mind 
{cYi so reifew^y as 'to bcr tegenerated^' and born agsiiiu 
It is noteneiiagiiw^to ha?e aiftmmed an^w Name^' to hate 
tieeki brought mniaer slniie'iiew; Restraints, or to have made 
ft .partial Change itt foftte Partteul^rs of your Conduct. 
Theii^hjuige must be great and universal; Enquire thm 
iidiether you have entertained new Apprehensions of 
Things^ have formed a practipalJu^gment ;difiereQt from 
what you formirfy didj jWhet^et the Ends yon propose, 
% Affi gctions wMA _yi>n feel wofki^g in your. Heart, 
- '.; '- .-^.-: n.-'/^cK .^?^3-/ 9Ji& 

(a) Luke ix. 55. . (b> 1 Cor. xl} «j W. (e) Eph. Vf.t$, * 
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and iiie Covne of Action to whidi^ by fboie AffiKtionSy 
jrou aie directed, be .on die whole New or Old^? 
A^i% <^ If jrott are a Chrisdan iodeed, you. 9xe Partaker 
^^ of a Divine Nature (d) ; Dirine in its Original, Its 
<^ Tendencj, and its Rewmblance.** Enqniie tKerefore, 
wbether God hath implanted a Principle in f onr Heart, 
which tends U% Him, and which makes yon like Him, 
Search jonr Sonl attentif elj, to see if yon have really 
the Im^ge thete el God*s Moral Perfections, of His 
Ho^ess and 'Ri^teoyisness, His Goodness and FlddiQry 
ioT^kc New Man U after GOD ereaied in Righieoutmss 
and true Holiness (e), and t$ renewed in KmcfiSkdge itfier 
ike Image of Him that created him (f ). 

4. 4. For yonr farther Assistance enqnire, ^< whether 
^^ the same Mind bein ^u whickteas atso in Christ (g) ; 
^^ whether jbn b^ar the Image of God's incarnate Scm, 
<< the brightest and ihiiest Ile9<miblance of the Fatiicr, 
<^ which fiarth or Hearen eyer behdd«" The blessed 
Jesus denned Himself to be a Model for ail His Fol- 
lowers ; and He is certainly a Model most fit for oar Imi. 
fation.! An Example in olir own:Nature, and in CSrbntii. 
atanccs adapted to general Use^ - an Example reconK» 
' inended to. us at* once hy its spotless- Perfedtioh^ and bjT 
the eadea,riog Rela^]t>n in which He stands to ns^ as. omr 
Master, cMii.Ffiend^ n^d pnr BfinAi lis. the Person by 
whopib^rev^rla&iiogiStiti^ia to hetfist^rand in a Re^ 
femblance to whpmlOur jG^;^ Htippinesii'U to consisty if 
^rer ye ar^ happy, At.»U,^. L^9klti>VDjitti0U'lhe(I4f^ and 
I'toper q( Christy f» described and iilnsfraied in the Gosi 
pels, and search ;iKlieAer yoi^.ewi finA any Thing like 
i^ in yotyr/owo tife. . |l4lire3ro«?a93» Thihg-i^ HisrDe^o. 
tio», hqn^i 3)q4 Re^^fnitiiRiiTta'GoD P^jAaynXhing of Hh 
l|ji|n.ai>y, .AIpf^<yi»,;:and^: Bsigev0leiK;e,ij|o Men<^ AnJ 
U;bmg of.lIi»1Purity aitf \|^isdoI»|cfiis^ Gbspttempt of.Xhe 
M^orld, Ifo l?atic!iM?e, Hl$ Forlttnde, His Zeal ? And 
iii^te* gjl .UjA 0*l»^.ifir9U#h^ ^.theiiChristian .Tempes^ 
jwUich do not jamfily.piretious.Guik. in. the Person^ by 
\^ '; . ; .,..^1/. •.. ,. i/'/-..''.f» v.,.:^ ■ ' vilhoni* 

«^ Th^ Reader may tee i\iwit*Aom§iA» t&m^vatedat larg«| lathe 
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whom they are exercised, liiay be called in to iUnstrate 
and assist your Enquiries And^r this Head. ' 

4* 5. jLet me. add,^ " If'you are a OirisfiaB, you are; 
^^ ia^t^^'maXn-sfdrihMil^Mnde^^^ as knowing, thatis JLiji 
^ andPettee^ whereas /o be cairhidly minded is Death (h)A 
Though you ttoe in (he Fksh, youmii not war after ii (i); 
you will not take your Orders, and* your Coirimatid^ 
^ from it. You will kideed attend to its necessary late- 

* restSj as Maiter of Diity ? 4>ut it will «till he with R6. 
gard to- another and a nqhler Interkt, that of the RtU 
tibnaiand Immortal Spirit. '' Your Thoughts, your Af« 
feetionfi, your Piirsuits, your Choice will fee determined 
(y a Regard to Things Spiritual^ rather than CarnaL 

In a Word, ^' you will voaUc by Faith and not b^ 

'* Sight {M.).^^ Fut^rcj inTisible-, and in some Degree in* 
comprehensible Objects, will take up your Mitid. Your 
Faith will act on the Being of God, H4s' Perfections, 
His ProTidences, Ilis Precepts, His 'Hireatenings, and 
His Promises. It will act upon Christ, rchom hating 
not seen^ you will love and honour <I). It will act on that 
unseen World, whidi it knows to be Eternal, und there^ 
lore infinitely more worthy of your affecCipnate Regard 
than any of those. 2%ingi wkkh are se^n aii4 ^e 2'^ni'- 
foral(jxi)^ 

^.6. These are generiiyieres of the Christian Temper ^ 
on which I would in treat yon t^ examine yourself: And 
sow i would go on to leM you into aSurv^ of tho 
grand ^rmches of it, as ^pekit|ng. to GOD, o^r Neighbour ^ 
zad ourseives / and of thd^o Qi<a/f>ica^f6/i9, which mu8.t 
attend each of these draDCl^^, /sucn tis Sincerity, Con^ 
Hm(^^ Tenderness, Zeaij mjl Prudence. And I beg 
your diii^t Attention, ^M^ I day before you a few 
, Hints with Regard to each, Iby which you may jnig^ 
the better,- both of your Statoaild your Duty. 

§. 7. Examine then, I intr^ yd*, ^^ the Temper of your 
*« Heart, with Regard to 4he bleesed GOD.'' Do you find 
there a re,Teren!ial Fcaf, and a supreme Love and.Vene- 
radon for {lis incomparable Excellencies, a Desire after 
V Mim as the IJighest Goo<it, and a cordial Gradtude tp^ 
trardis Him a^ your Supreme Benofaetor? Can yoo trust 
CA . ^' . His 

* 0»)*OW'^'**'- •- • 0) ? C<HJ. jr. S, Oft) 8 C«r. r. *(. 
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ffis Care? Can^yov credit Hit TesfimoiiT? sOo yon desire 
to paj an nnreaerred ObedieBce to all that He €em« 
mods, and jm intmble SabmisitMl to all the Disposals of 
His Profideoce? Do you design His Glory as yovr no- 
West End, and make it the great Business of your life to 
approve yonfself to Him ? Is It your goreming Care to 
imitate Hiqi) and to serve Him in Spirit and in 7b</A (n)? 

% 9* Faith in Christ I hs|Te already described at 
Urge; and therefore shall say n<^ng farther, either of 
that Per^oasion of His Power and Gracp^ which i$ the 
great Foundation of it; or of. that Acceptance of Christ 
under all His Characters, Of ^at Surrender of the Sonl 
into Hb Hands, in wlu^ its pepuliar and distingubhiog 
Nature consists. 

, ^, 9. If this F^Ui in Christ be stqcere, ^< it yfill on* 
*^ doabtedly produce a Love to Him;'* which will ex- 
press itself, in affeetipnate Thoughts of Him ; in strict 
Fidelity to If im ; in a careful Obaerration ojf His Charge i 
lu a R^ard to His Spirit; to His Friends, and to Ills 
Interests ; ii^ a RcTerence to the IVIemorials of His djing 
Love, which He has instituted ; and in an ardent Desire 
after that Hearenly World where He dwrfis, and whero 
He will at length have M His People to diceU Kilfk 
Him (o). 

§• 10. I may add, agreeable to the .W.ord of Gon, 
^^ that thus belieYing in Christ, and loTing Ilhn, you 
<^ will also rejoice in Ififn ;" iii Hts glorious QesigUy 
and in His complete Fitness to accomplisii it, ii| the Pro- 
mises of His Word, and in the Privileges of His Pepple^ 
Jt ii^ill be Matter of Joy to yon, , that ^nch a Redeemer 
has appeared in this World of ours ; and your .Foy for 
yourselves will be proportionable to the Q^ree of Clear- 
ness, with, which you discern your Interest in If un? 4ud 
Relation to Him. 

§.11. Let me- farther lead you into some Reflections 
on ^^ the Temper of your Heart towards the Blessed 
*^ Spirit,^* liuehav^ not the Spirit of Christy we are 
fione of His (p). If ^e arc not led by the Spirit of GOD^ 
we are not the Children of GOD (q). You will then, 
if you are a,rea( Phf|stiaU) desire that yoif piay hfi filled 

witfi 

(ii) Jalm iT« Ui (») Joba. JtvVu 94. (p) |lpm, ?IU. 9^ 
(4) 9«SA- TiU. Uf 
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sadlh Hie'SpnrU (i^ ; that you may bave. every Power of 
y<ntr Soul sulijeel in His Autiiarify; that Ilis Agency on 
yo»r H«art he more caastaat, more operative^ and more 
<d^glitful» And*' to elMittk* ikest sacred laftuciices^ yon 
wiU often >haVe JSacoitiBe to ^nous Coiifiideratioii aad 
jijlediOatioii : You will^ abstain tern tkose Sim, whieii tend 
t?o grieTe Him : You witl improve the tender Seasons, in 
'Which He teems to bfesthe upos your So«h Ton will 
strive earaestly wLth.Go|> in Plrayer, that you may ha?re 
jiim shed .on ifau* stiU more mitmdanii^ ihrough J^m9 
Christ (s)^ And you will lie dssirous to &11 in with tho 
great End of His Mission, whkh was to§lor^g ChrUt (t), 
and to establisii His Kiagdonu*-**^^ You wiU desire Ills* 
f''^ Ittftnenees as the 5/Kr»r of ^cfe|p€ilo«,'' to render yOur 
Acts of Worship free and aSectionate, yovLt Obedience 
vigorous, jour Sorrow for Sia overflowing and tender, 
your Resigaation meek, aad your Love ardent; in' a 
Word, to carry you through '{4^ Itnd Death, with the 
'lumper of a Child^ who dd^^ jn ihis l^^er, and who 
longs for His more imofiediate Presonoit' 

§. 1% Once moi«^ -^ if ^u are^ a^ lOrirjstiaa indeed^ 
^< you witl be desirous to obtain the Spirii cf C^ttrage.'^ 
Amidst all ^hat Hnmiiity of Souivto wJtiicb yo« wj2 be 
formed, you will wisli to commence a Hei^ lu the Cause 
of Christ; opposia|^ with a^' vigorous fiesoln^oYi the 
strongest Efforts of the Powers^ of Dsusknes^ 1)ho jiiiward 
Oorruptioh of yoxas own Jieart, aud all the outward 
Difficulties y>ou may nieet with in the Way of your ^v^y, 
while in the Causae and im the SHwngth of Christ you go, 
jOn conquering snd to comqu/tr* 

4ifGodUae98; Q^4k«U'Godidm8^ which is profitable umto 
nU Thmg^ «n«haKlii<fe jPromue ^i^ Z^^ vimk no^ 
i$y andopiit^wkkhiftfhcom^i^)^ 

§. 14« Ii.et m» 90W farth^ le^r Mbre you some 
Branches of thte Christian Temper, which r^ate mom 
.<( immaUately to ourseheiJ^ AM he^) )t you are a 
|::hrjsttan indeed, ^ you will undoobtedUy jprc/«r the Sotii 
^^0¥tfifiJ}od^^ Uif7U)»giM^nalto-4kosfitM^eTem. 

(r) E^h. 1. 1«, is) nt. m. «. (4) jolif jwi, 14. 
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im Tke Graces ihis Temper thdudes^ . G^. l4. 

portd.*' CoiMcioiift of Uie I%iiiij and Valoe of y<iiur: 
Immortal P^rt, joa yitSi come toHl firm HesolotioiK t<^ 
Mcnre il* Happinm, wteterer k to bo iesi|pMd^ .Iriu^ 
ever b to be endoied in tbat View * " - I f yM atea i«ii> 
Cbnstianv ^-^ joq wiU be aiso doikedwaOk HmmOiig (x)." 
You will kaye a deep Snse of 3FO«r own ImpedbctiiHM^ 
bodr natiinl aad moral ; of tbe short Extent of your 
KnowJe^e; of the UQoertaiofy and Weakness of ^oav 
RoM^iitions; and of your, contiiioal Dependaooe upon 
Goby and npon almost every Thbig about you. And 
fspedaily^ you wiR be deepfy sensible of your Guilt | 
the Remembrance of whidi .will fill you ndth SharaQ. 
and Confusion, eTeH when yon i haye. some Reason to. 
hope it is forgiren. Thb wlU forbid all Hi^ghCaness. and 
Insolence, in your fiebayiour.to yonr FeUow*6reatures;. 
It will t^ich ydU) under nfflictiFe Proirkences, with all 
holy Submission to bewr the IndigtUUion of the lAfrdy as 
those ih»X know they knee sinned ngmnsi Him (y) v" ' 
Agaio) if you are.af Chiistian' indeed, ^' you will lau 
*' hour after Purity of Sonjlj^f aM jBiatntaio a fixed Ab». 
iKHTiieoce of aU prohibited sen^uaMndulgence. A Recol- 
leci^on of gaffit Impurities will fill, you wilh Slianie and 
Grief; and 'you will endeavour for tb« future, to guard 
your Thoughts and Desires, as well as yonr Words and 
Ax^tions, and to nbstainy not only from the Conmitssion 
pf Evil, but^om M^. distant Appearance a^id probablQ 
Pccas^ons^;^ (z)$ as coosijotts -of the perfect Hoitfies9 
pf that Crop with whom yon couTorse, and of tiie puri^, 
Sy{ng Nature of that Bope (a), whteh by His Gospd He 
hath taiight yon to entertain* ... 

%, 16. WUh^this is :it(^y allt^^.s^f, thi^t ami^le 
f ^ yirtuQ of Temperance^'^l .'which will, teach yon to guard 
ag^in^^ fiuch a. V^ of Mea^aHid Brinlu as Indispose the 
Body for the Service of the Soul ; or. sujph ap. Indulgence 
HI either, as Will rob yoU. of thi^t. preeions Jewel) your 
Tim^^ or <H:qasi0ii an J^xpopqe beyond what your Cir^ 
cumstai^ces irilt admit, 9fid beyond ^hat will consist with 
those (lihefaliti^&to the Poor, wUch your Rdiatio^i and 
theix« to £rp,D apd e^i^h- other-.wUl Q^qiiim In sim^i 
yo\k will guard against wi^tever has a Tendency to in« 

( i) I Pet. V. 5. (yj Mlcah v!k 9^; (s) I Th««' V. ». 
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creaEse a'sensiml Dlfpoijiitei^; 9gsinst trfmlerer wovIA. 
atteiuUse tiie Saul from OomoMnifoii witii Go»| aadi 
wc^uld diminish its Zeal and A(5tiTit]r in His Sfr?i69; 

§.16. The Divine Philosophy of tiietatowdJimia 
will ajtio teach jeu, i^ sdmntet^ed Temper.'*^ ttmiW hie« 
decate youi' Desires of didse worldly Eti^'a^rsMats^ after 
Hfhich many feel such an. ins%tiabl|^ Thirsty met grdvrltfg: 
with Indulgence and Success. You wiU gisaftt^agatnst aa 
immoderate Care about those Things, whi^h ^(iM kad 

{'ouinto a Porgetfuiness of ypnr flearcMy IlAmtai^te^ 
f Providence disappoint your' UndeirfatiLmj^, ' yi»^ Will 
^mit; i^iolhers hp raoi*e prosperous^ youwii|'^t &K¥f 
ti^m; but rather wilt he thanjdul' for what Crox> 19 
]^eased to bestow upon thenLy as w^U as jor what he ijives 
^o^» No wlawfijl Methods will bemused,;. to 84tar,y,oiH& 
present Condition, and nrhatever it is, y9U will endea. 
Tour to make the best of it; rememb^inf ^ i^ J^ what 
iphnite .Wi«^om apd Goodness have apjptntei JQU, and 
that it is Ijleyon^ sUl Comparison better/:^iiaa yon^havo 
Reserved: yea, that the very Deficiencies. and In<:oiive« 
Qiences of it mi^y conduce, tp the Improvement of your 
future and cpmpletc liappinesA. 

§• 17v With Contentment, if yott %re ^Disciple- of 
C|iri6t, you will join Patience too,'^ and m PaimnGf 
^giU pofise^ ^om* Soul (b).. You Cannot indeed be quite 
insepsU^^e, cither of Afilictions,, or of {lyurif^; btit yoits^ 
I^iQd wfll bp c§lm and composed under, theni, and sjt^^idf; 
in.tl^e PrQ^ec^tion of proper Duty, . t|io|^^ ^^^^Uoof 
press, and though your Bopes, your dearest II<^pes,aipit 
Prosp^ts be delayed. Patience will preveiithasty ^tk4 v^ 
Conclusions^^ aQd fprtify you against seeking ,j|g;regtiU« 

g;etho4sof,Ri^ief; disposing you inthemeaiiTiQiey tU| 
oo sh^n be pljeasie4 to appear for .j^ou, to goioA alieadily 
in the W^y of you^ Duty ; co^mUfing m^t^s^ (4^ Jffim v% 
well doip^ (c). Yon. wijl^ala^ i?ie,pareTid^ i^^Pnui^n^ 
mt^ W4 ^^ perfect Work (4)^ ^^ P^^F^^ '^^ PrqpoK* 
tioB td those Circumstances' wnipb demanqfjifs peculiar 
f!xercise» .For InsM^nfe, when the iSaooessions .of £vil 
^e long ^pd yanous^ so th^t Defp ca//^^p Iff^St ^'^ 
i^ GQp^s tVavei^ i^Bd i^Ulohis seem td be pi^ over- 

Qj) Luke Mi. Ih *) t >^ Iv* i^. (d) J«n. i. 4. 
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104 The Gtoferqftie Chrism Tamper y a^pv. ij, 

jrotfoae. after aiiotberfe)^<wbeii God .toudiessyannift 
. €K^iii<|ii;teD<kr Pait ; wken the Reasotis. of -Bis Conduct; 
to yonaiitiinte iinaccou&table ; .yfheoL ytrar natiiral Spi«r 
flits areliimdi: aadi decays ; vrheu \mhiLwin\. Methods of 
KedrciBs isetnt oear and fS^y ; stUI yqur Reverse for th^ 
WUl of your Heavenly Father will carry it against' ai^ 
fmi«kefip inm ^raitiBg 4i)ij^t}7 for Deliyerance in His owa 
Time »d. Way* 

J^, ^v Jjf Mt> Ckcijp^er «f<rm ^oo long Jo bfi read at o?ice, 
& ttiaj^ fToj^erty %c divided here. .. * 

^' ^. i$l' 1^ ftavc thus led you into a brief Review of 
tlic'Christiaii Temper, ^ith Respect to GOD^ and- our* 
selves: Pehnitnie now to add, ^' that the Gospel will 
^•tcacfcytm- another Set of very important Lessons wiUi. 
^^ Respect to jirour Felloxs-Creatures,^^ They are all sum^ 
i»^cl'*«p1n this, ^^ J%ou shait lov^ thj/Neighbour as thytelf 
** {ty^-zix^'tihatsoeverihou teouldst^ (that rs^, Svbatso^ 
" erer ihott eouldst in an ExchAnge of Circumstances' 
"ftirly -and reasonably desire) thcd others should do Unto 
^ thee^ do thou Ukexcise ike same unto ihem (g):" The 
Religion of the blessed Jesuj?, when it triumphs in your 
Sdttf,' Will <So*qoer tHfe* Prbdominancy of dn frr^uiar Self. 
Lore, and will teach you candidly and tenderly to look 
upon your NeigKbbur as another ^f, A4' you ape sen^ 
rible of your own Rights^'you will be sensible of His : 
as yon support your own Character you will 'support 
HBs. You wiil'desire his Welfsfre, and be re^y to re- 
Kere his'PJecessity, as you wb\ild have your own coa- 
suited fty another. You will put the kindest Construe^ 
tionupoVi Ms dubious Words and Actions'. '^YpWwIli take 
Pleasure ill his Happiness, you will feel hii Distress, in 
some* Meil^^ as your own. -And most Happy will yon 
be, when- this^ obvious Rule is familiar to your Mindj 
when this^ golden Law Id written upbn your Heart ; and 
when ib« habittially aWd impartially consulted by you, 
upon etiery Qccasion, whether great or small. 

%. id, /riie Gospel will also teach you, <^ to put ort 
" M€eknetBi\i)i^^ not only with Respect to C^on, sub* 

• :- . - . i, .. . V initting' 

* (e) Fsal. zlU. 7^ (I) Ron. :rUi. ». (|} M«tt. vU. |9, 
<li)^W. i4i*V8. 



Digitized by 



Google 



(5iap, 14* KUhRegwd to onr PMtm^OlgMurei, U5 

mitdagto^k^ AathorUy of His Word^ and th6 Obpoial 
pf HU( FrevldiMiae, ^.^as ui^<| before; but i^so with 
regardtoj/our Brethren of M^tikind. ItsgeotloIiiftniG^ 
tioiis will forna you to Caitnmesi of Tamper uudfer la* 
fnjm and PFOTocations,/ so tiut yovL ma^vAot beanpx 
Without, or beyond a just Cause. It iriil engage you to 
guard your 'Words, lest .you. .pro¥t)k«* iaadv «xa»perata 
ihose^ you shouid rather stady by LoTe to gain, and by 
Tenderness tp.hcal. Meekness will. tender you ^oiir ia 
using any rough and violent Methods^ if they 4;an by any 
Means be lawfully aToided; and ready to admit, and 
^yen to propose a* Recondliatien, aftec tii^y haiv Iimi 
entered into, if there may yet be Hope. of socoeoding^ 
So^far as this Branch of the Christian Temper pjrerails 
in your Hearty - yon will take; Care toi4Kroid eicevyiTliing 
which might give nnnecessary Ofience to others;' yon 
will behave .youpself in a^ modest Manner,, according. to 
TOUT Station; apdjt 'vrill work, both with ^Rt^ard. to 
Superiors and Inferiors ; teaching yon duly U> hononr 
the one, and not^ to overbear Or oirerpress,' to grieve or 
insult the other* And in Religion it«eif it will reatrain. 
all immoderate Sallies and harsh Censures; and wiH 
isoramand down thai Wrath of Many wbicb,' inUtad of 
Working^ so often o/>p05c* ike]iigh(eofuneMofGOI>ii)^ 
and shames and wounds that good Ca\ise, in wMch it is 
boisterously and furiously esgaged* ^ . .; : • 

§. 90* With this is naturally connected. ^^ a jKifoefui 
f' Disposition." If you are a Christian Indeed, .ynn.vn^ 
have such a Value auid jESsteem* for Peace, astoendes* ' 
Tour to obtain, and to preserve it as muckmlieth in^fc^^ 
(k), as much as' yon faidy and honourably can. Thil 
wUl have such an Influence npon your Conduct^ mX^ 
inake yon not only cautions of giving Qfienee, and^ slow 
in tiMung it, but earnestly* desirous to regain Beaoem 
soon as may be, whoi it. is in any Measpre .brokeai) 
that Ao Woiuui .may be healed, whiieit is green, 'Mt 
before it begins to. rankle and fester. Aiid iiiore^ei*^ 
pecially this Disposition w,Bl engage you, la keen Mo 
U^t^ of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace (1), mth M thai 
in evmf Place call on the Name pf owa^ Lop4 Jt»ue 

(i) Jam. 1. SO; (fK) Earn. xU. 18^ 0) £ph. iv. 9, 
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CAWsi^:<in>; irlipm if y«u truly IdVc, you wtH also 1^0 
all .fh&se, whom you hare Reason to • believe <tb fteBls 
JKsdpits antl Servants^ 
: |.v^U.If ^yoa^VeyourMlv^s indeed of thatNuniber) 
fx^ vnVi also p$a ^m Bowels cfMtrty (n). Tim Mer«., 
cies of GoO) and those of the blessed Redeemer, wiU 
arorkomyouv^eafft^io^raould it to Sentiments of Com- 
passion and Generosity^ . so. that you will feel the Wants 
and Sorrows of others ; you will desire to beiieye their 
Necessities, and as ^&u hmc an Oppartunii^f^ you will do 
Coodj bo^ to their^ Bodies and their Souls: expressing 
Ifour akind Affeotioas in suitable Actions, which may 
hoih CTidenoe their Siaoerity^ and render them effectual* 

§• 32. As a Cliristian, ^^ you will also maintain Truth 
^S in;iriolal>le,t;ix.>Bot) only / in ^ your solemn Testimot^ies^ 
vhen confirmed hy an Oath, but likewise in. common 
Conversation. You will remember too, that your Pro^; 
Hiises bring an Obligation upon you, which you are by . 
ttOL Cleans at Liberty fo break through* On the whole, 
you willr bef careful to keep a strict Correspondence bcr 
Aween your Wonis and your Actions, in such a manner 
as becomes a Servant of the God of Truth* 

§«' 99;- Onde more, As amidst the steictest Care to 
observe all the Divme Precepts, you will still find many 
ImpeEfeetion^ on Account of which you will be obliged 
to pray, that GOD uouidnoi enter inUt strict Judgment 
Vokki^^ as well knowing lAof in His Sight ^ou cannot 
iteJmtijSed (o) ; you will be careful not to judge others 
JA.tttch ^ I^tomer as should awak«i the Severity oC 
Bis Judgment against i^rsetf (p). You will not, 
therefore, judge them 'uragmaticskllyy that is, wbea you 
have no^h^ to do mtk thtir Actions; nor rashly, 
vithotit enquiring into .Circiunstances; nor partially^ 
withcN&t.wtighing them atteniWeiy, and lairly; nor iin<^ 
^hacrtabfy^ putting the worst Construction nipon Things 
t» itlhesr own. Nature dubious, deciding upon lotentioas 
as £vil farthec than they certainly appear to be so ; pro. 
tOuncmg on. the State of Men, or on the whole qf their 
Character from any particular Action, and involving the 
lonoceot. wjth. the Guilty. . There is ^3Igderjaifin coum, 
Imty .J(o all thesf^ ISxtremes, wh^ph t)ie Gospel recom. 

J») \ Cor. 1. 2. fn) C<A. iif. le, (#) Psal. cxliil, ». 

Cf») Matt. vU. 1| 3. 
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Blends ; and'if fou receive the Gospel in good Eatnest 
into your Heart, it will lay the Ax to the Root of saeb* 
Evils as these. 

§. 34. Haying thns bri^dfly illustrated * the principai 
Bt(&iches of the Christian Tenipei' and Character^ I shall 
conclude the Representation, with remindtAg you of 
<^ some general QuaiificaiionSy whidi must: be nitogled 
<> with all, and give a Thictnre to each of them ; . such asf^^ 
" Sincerity ^ Tenderness^ %eaiy and Prudence J^ ' ' 

.§.25. Always remember, " th2kt<JSUnterit^ i» the rerf 
f ^ Soul of true Religion.^' A single Intention to jdease 
Goo, and to approve ounselves to Him, mnst animate 
and govern ^all tliki we do in it Under the Infiiuencd 
of this Principle .you will impartially enquire into every 
IntipiafioR of Bujfyj and. apply to the^ PcacticiB-pf it!Sa 
fa^r as It H knownt ta you«. Yonr Heart will be engaged 
In all you do. Yplur €onduQt'in private and. in seiret^ 
Will be agk*eeable to yotijr most pubHc bchationr. A Sense 
of the Divine Authority will teach jtyi^lo estehM ail 
GOD^s Precepts concerning xtil,Thitt§Siioiie righty .and 
t9 haie every false PVaif {q). : . . . ; 

. §. '^5. Thus Mce you in ShnpUcitv und^godhf SiMceri^ 
to have i/tfur.Converjsation in the JVorld(x).: 'Arid^'yoa 
5 ^ ace also .to chargi^ it lipon j^our Son!^ to he ste^asi 
^i and immxnseahhi^iiiway^abomnf^ng in the- Wotk of the 
^f Z«rd(sV tTheremast not only be^8on6 sudden: Fits 
ai}dr Starts of Devotion, orof'AomLOtliing'wbiGhiliGkiks like 
\% bjl£Jlelig(ion^mH0tlbfi.4aubftbiluahM4a^^ 
TJhing. . There ^ust be a Purpose to . adhere to it at ^ 
Timear. ltimi\st fee- mad^Jthfe stated. ajtAjordinaFpiBusli 
ness of jLife. KeliJie^eaija.:flresumptli^.Slhsvmiist bi 
c^eJfaily aroided^i a Guarar.mustbeV'mointaiiiJQd^ak^ainst 
1^«;:^omiiMaI|]£rqoiti^ :ofTl^;f;aiid:Falb^ rbneJiiad 
or of ahotlier, muj»t be.Matterof furofK^^tionablQHjfoi;^ 
lia^ion before; G69, and j^ust <^ta9ionr r^neVired Ai^o«. 
lii^ fofHis.Si&i^iQewT :Aff4^4hit»^o«n^^4^ <or^:^ ful 
ifte Dnd -oT yovip tife, not dlscotttaged by th* Length and 
JbKffioHlty of ;tbe .^fty, AOr aHttre4:.«fi ^rfifiBto H^d, or 
)t^r4fi9d ,on tbeptW^.fQ^ all' iAe ^ftri<mtr/I%a)ptall^ 
whicht qiay surr«w4 a^d assault. yo«^ i Your. ^Soid; nltuit 
lie fi^ed :on t^ Qasi% land fW are still. tii^rMka^ryomi 

self 

,. {<0 P«d^ 9»l<* «^ (r) « Cor..t ^, : . M l;CK>'- «▼• W. 
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self «s 'oite irho. knows \it serires air uneliangetble Goti^' 
and yrko espects from Him a Kingdom which can?iot b^r 
fno9€d (t)* 

' ^. ^. Agiin^ So far ts the Gospel pretaUs in your 
Hearty ^ur Spirit will be tender y aild the *Stbne wRt bd 
^^ trant^^rmedint9 Flesh J^ YoU will desire^ that youp 
Aj^probemioii of iDiTtfie Thtogs may be' quiek, your 
Atfectiona ready to take proper Impressions, yoiir Coir^ 
science always ea^Hy touched, and on the Whole, ydnr 
Retoh(ti<m& pliant to the Dirine Authority, and cordially 
willing « to be^ and to do^ whatever God shall appoints 
Yott will have a tender Regard to the Word of God, a 
tender Caution agaiofft Sin, a tender' Guard against tiie 
Snares of Prosperity, a tender Submission to GoD*a 
affliotiiq; Hand : hi a word, yon will be tender' wherevel' 
the Oitdne Honour is concerned ; and careful, neither 
to do any Thing yourself, nor to allow any Thing in 
another, so far as yon can influence, by which Gob 
should be^oflended, or Reli^on reproJu;hed. 
;«4. M. Nay mo^ than aU this, you will,, so far as true 
Christianity gorerns in your Mind, ^< exert an holt; Zeal 
**.iii the Service of your Redeemer and your Father.'* 
Yon "wiU be seaiousfy affected in etery good Thing (u^, ih 
Propottioii to Us apprehended Goodness and Import* 
.ance. You will be ^ealotiSj especially, to correct what 
is irregular hi yoarsebes, and to act to the uttevmost of 
yow Ability for the Cause of God. Nor will you be 
aUaito io9ki«tithi»aQ(lMKfiei«iit^Eye on tho.Cdiidiict 6f 
othtesin this View; but so far as Charity, Meekness, and 
Prudence wtli adimh, you will testify your Disapprobation 
of Hvry Thkn^ ih if, wbicii is di^onoarable to God^ 
tod injunovs to Men. And you will labour, not only 
iar recfadm 'Men freni 8»ch Courses, but to engage tiiem 
to Religion,' ahdtp quicken them ih it. 

§• 3§. And'ooce more. You will desire to usdiffttf 
^ fVtfribit^ 9(4i^alrC^0tt^hslUi'giT«ii yotl,*" in judghif 
«rhat is, m tile present Circumstances, your Duty to God^ 
your Nd^hboor, and yourself ; >hat will be, on thfe 
whole, tbel'nfost accepftatila Maimer ' t>f liiscHargIng it^ 
suui how far itt may bo tiost advabtag^tisly plirsned^ 
«s reaaembMugj thdt he: U indieed thb wisest and 

• (he 

* ^) Alk. xa.«d,. : <«) G«l. Wif. 
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the bappidlt Mattf, '^^ho by ofmsMit Aftentioii of 
Thought disi:o¥6rs die ^^reatest Opportirtitjr of dnng 
Good, and wiHi ardent aiifd animated Il<ssoln6on brimk» 
through oTerj Opposition, that he -may kiiproTe those 
Opportanities; 

^. sa This 15 soeh a View of ti^ Chriittan Ttoper^ 
a» eouid conTemently ba thrcNrn within ^H^h- natroir 
Limits! and I hope, it may^as^9t matiy in the^greathnd 
important Work of Sdr-Examination. Let jour own 
Conscience answer, fiOw Jfar you hare already attained 
it, and how far you desire it; and let the principal 
Topics heretottcjied upon be ^ed in yoar Memory and 
in yoar Heart, that you may be mentioning tiiem before 
God in your daily Addresses to the Throne of Grace, 
in order to receive from Him all* necessary Assistances 
for bringing tliem into' Practice. ■ ' 

Ji Pkater, chiejhf' in Scripture Language^' in tthich the 
several Branches if the Christian Temper are' more 
* hritfiy enumerated in the O^der laiddaiffh ahahe: * 

« TJLESSED God, I humbly adoi© Thee, as the 
' Jt3 " great Father of Lights ^ and the Giver of every 
*^\good andeverif perfeti Gift (x). From The? therefore 
^ 1 seek every Blessing^ aiKi especially thos^ which Iea4 
** me to Thyself, and prepare me for the etei^al En* 
« joyment bi Thee. I adoife Thee, » the &ODj trhb 
♦« sedrcm the maHsiand /^to^f/trjRdynr'ofliii Cbtl»cii 
«« of Men (y ), Search me, O'GOl^y and knatr mij Heart; 
^* try me and]khow ifhf 7%ou^hts: See ff there he ai^ 
*^ uicked Way in me, andtead ttie in the Wli^cvcfiast^ 
^^ wijr(z). May I kn<m iohaf ManfKpt of SjiiHt lait^ 
V of{9,}j and be pteserred Yrdm ;mi9takbi{p, whcie the 
•^ Error might be infinitely fatal ) . ' .i 

*' May i, O Lord, be renewed in the Spirit of my 
*\mndih)\ A'ne^Ae^dh Tfiotf ^iW «te,^*a^rfl 
<^ Tiew Spirit do Thou put within me (c) ! Make me 
<^ Partaker of. u Dixune Nature (d)^ and as He ttfko 
(^ hath called me is iio/u,' mayl be- Holy in allBamief\ 

(i) Jam. i. n. '' <«) Psal. axxxht. «9, 2^. (h) Jph. Sv.^.v*i^ 
(y) Jcr, xtH. 10. (a) lAkc u. 55. '{cySttlii xxxri. «6. 

(d)2Pct. i. 4. 
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f40 - A Prq^ in SctiptufB LangtmgC^ Chap^M.^ 

f' of C7(9i^rer5af^.(e). IV^y ih^sanke. Mind be iA me^ 
f < which teas JU90 in Chri$t Jesus (f ) ; may I so waik even 
^^ at m «^eil(g}!^I>eUyQT me from being cdmaU^ 
^^ minded^ wfiick is Death; and make me spirituaOy 
*' mindedy since that is Life and Peace (h) I And may I^ 
H^white I. pass through thk World of Sense, wtdk by 
i^ Fuifhy and not bu Sight (\)y and be strong in. Faiths 
y^giping,GlorytoGOD(}k). ^ 

'^ May Thy Gracey O Lord, zshich hath appeaired 
^^.unt^aliM^nf and appeared to me^ ^ttb such glorw 
^^ 0U8 evidence and Lustre, effectually teueh vm to deny 
1^ P^S9^^!f'^M andwprlo^y Jjusfs, and to live soberly ^ 
f' TighUouslyj and godly (1) 5 Work in my Heart that 
^^ Ggdlines^y which is provable unto aU Things (m); and 
^^ teach me, by the Influence' of Thy blessed Spirit, to 
^« hve Thee J the Lord my GOD ^ with all my Hejarty 
*' and with ail my Souly and with all my Mindj and 
^^ zpith all my Strength (n). May I yield myself unto 
^' Thee^ as alive from the Dead (o) ; axA present my Body 
** a living Saaiffie^ holyy and acceptable in Thy Sight^ 
^* which is my most reasonable Service (p) ! May I en- 
^' tertaii^.tiie piost faithful and affectiofiate Rega^rds to 
*^. the bless^ Jesus^Thme |ncarhate Son, the Bright^ 




'S 4^) : . And m^ ihejb(fe. lohich J. lioe in the Fleshy 
«. be daily f/y the F^th of the Son, of GOD (s) ! May I 
^\ be f lied with the.Sp&it (t) ,- and may 1 be ledby i7(u); 
« and so may Uji^eiid^t io.ptbcrs., and ^ecially to 
*5 Wy owii SouL tfiai I am i'C^ild pf jGod, and an 
<^ lldr of Glory rjSlay I not receive th^ Spirit qf Bqudn 
^^ age unto Fcnr^ Hut the.Smrit^ Jidfipttofiy whereby I 
f*,may be i^nabled to cry Abba, Father (xj! May He 
*< work iii iQje> iM Wp SpiKit of Love^ and <tf Powcr.^ 
<\' -v',. •; < ..'.- . . V . . ^^ and 

< is) lJ*et*4. ia,^ (k) Rm. iy. go. « (p) Rijtt. xli. !• 

t U> 1 John ii. $. (m) I Tim. iv. 8. (r) 1 Pet. i. 8, 
(b) lUm. yUI. e. (n) Mark xii. SO. (s) Gal. ii. 20. 
(i) t ^Qf . T^ T. (o) Rom. vi. 13, <t) Eph, v. 18, 

j: •;, ; (Ii) Jtonu vlii, 14, * (x) ^nj, viif, 15, 
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Chap. 14- ' relating to ih0 Chrkthn t^Mpet. 141 

.*« and of u sound Mind (y) 5 that so I may add to rHjf 
** Faithy Virtue (*) ! May I be strorig^ and very caurcU 
^^ geous(sL}y w^ quit myself like a man (b)^ and hike % 
^\ Cbristian, in the Work to whi(^h I im Cabled, ahd ia 
x^**^that Warfare which I had in VieMrj when I listed 
' *^ under the Banner of the great Certain 6f my Sal* 
♦* vation! ^ 

*^ Teach mc, Lard, serlousty tp consider the Nature 
•^ of my own Soul, and to sot a suitable Value upon 
" it! May I labour, not only, or chiefly, for the Meat 
** tkdt perisheth, but for that which endufeth to eternal 
" Life(c)\ M^y I humble myself under Thy Mighty Handf 
♦' and be clothed Tuith Humility (d) : decked with the Or* 
** nameht of a meek and quiet Spiriiy zchich in the Sight of 
♦^ GO J) is ofgrpat Price (e) ! May I be p^tre in Hearty 
<^ that I may ^eeGOD(t) ; mortifying my Members which 
*^ are on tiie Earth (g), so that if a Right Eye offend me^ 
'* I may pluck it outy and if a Right Jtaud offend me^ I may 
" cut it offQi) ! May I be temperate in all Things (i), 
. ♦* content with such Things as I have (k), and instructed 
«* to be so in whatsoever State I am (I) ! May Fatience 
*^ also have its perfect Work in me, Mo^ I may be in tli^t 
** Respect wn^plcte, and ztaniing nothing (m) J 

" -Form me, O Lord, I beseech I'hee, to a proper, 
** Temper towards my Feliow-Creatures ! May I love mu 
•« Neighbour as myself (n) : and whatsoever I would that 
<* others should do unto me^ may I also do the same unto 
*^ them (p) t May I put on Meekness (p) under the greatest 
«* Injuries and Pro?ocationft; and ;/ it he possible^ gs 
«< much as lieth in me^ msiy I live peaceably with ail 




- - - ' - \^ » ^oardjng 

♦* against eyer^ Instance of a censorious aii4 malignant 

(y) « Tim. I. 7. (f ) Matt. y. 8. (n) Gal. v 14 

U) 9 P«t. i. 5. (g) Col. ill. 5. (o) Matt. Vii. \9. 

(a) Jo»h. I. T. (h) Matt. t. S9,S0. (p) Gol. Ui. 1? 

(b) i Cor. XV*, 13. (I) \ Cor. Ix, 25. (q) Rom, xii ig 

W) 1 Pet. ?. 5. (?. (I) Phil.W. U. fs> Ps;>l. xV 2 

(•) I ?ct iii. 4, (m) Jam. U 4. (t) Eph. »».'i5. 
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t4k 'A Praiferfbr the Christlm Temper. Ciap. 1^. 

^} Disposition ; and taking Care not to judge seTereljr, as 
•' I jcouidnof be judged (u) with a Seyeritj, which Thoii 
y Lord, knowest^ and which mfne own Conscience 
■^^ knows, I should not be able to support! 

*^ Ilntreat Thee, O Lord, to work in lye all those Qua* 
^^ lijkatians of the Christian Temper j which may render 
}' it peculiarly acceptable to Thee, and may prore or« 
^^ hamenfeil to my Profession in the World. Meneivj I 
^^ beseech' Theej a right Spirit uitkin me (x) make me an 
*^ Israelite indeed^ in whom there is no allowed Guile (y)! 
*• And while I feast on Christy as mif Passover sacrificed 
^* for me J may I keep the feast mth the unleavened Bre^d 

' ^^ . of Sinceritt^ and Truth (z) ! Make me, I besQechThee, 
^^ O Thou Almighty and unchangeable God, stedfasi 
^' and immovable^ alwaijis abounding in ThtflVorkj as knozo^ 
*^ ing that mjtj Labour in the Lord shall not be finally in 
" vain (a) ! May mi^ Heart be tender (b), easily impressed 
^^ with Thy Word and Providence, touched with an af- 
*^ fectionatc Concern for Thy Glory, and sensible qf 
*^ every Impulse of Thy Spirit ! May I hezerdousform^ 
^' GOD (c), with a Zeal according to Knoxdedge (d) and 

"•* Charitt) (e); and teach me in Thy Service to jdiq the 

^" fVisdom cflhe^Serpcnt(() with the Boldness of the Ldoh^ 
" and tlic Innocence of the Dove I Thus render me, by 
^* Thy Grape, a shining Image of my dear Redeemer ; 
'^ ai\d at Icngjkh bring nie io wear the bright Resem. 
*^ blance of His Holiness and His Glory, in that World 

, *^ where Hp dwells ; that I may ascribe everlasting Ho« 
^^ nours to liim^ and to Thee^ O Thou Father of Mercies^ 
'* whose invaluable Gift He is, and to Thine Holi/ Spirit^ 
^ through whose gracious Influences I would humbly 
<« hope, I may call Thee mjf Father^ aftd Jesus m^ S(tm 

. '* vioiir! Amen." 

. tu) Matt. vii. 1. (z) 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. (c) Nrnnb. xxv- 15, 
(x) PsaK li. 10. (a) 1 Cor. xv. 68. (d) Rom. x, «. 
(>) Ji^hn i. 4T. (b.) 2 Kln^R xxii. 10. (c) 1 Cor, kvl. 1*. 

/f) ^kt*^x. 16. 



CHAP. 
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Ch- U. - Hqv^ ffe #r^.*a w* t^ Christm T^mger. a-« 



CHAP. XV, 



; Th^ Reader reminded bow much he needs the 
A^istance of the Spirit of GOD, to form 
him to the Temper described aboye^ aa^ 
what Eucouf a^^ment he has to ^K;pect it, 

Forward HescluHonsmiigpriyo0i$jieff€tMu0f; §,1, YetRcm 
UgiotiU not to be given up. in Oesfipirj but Divine Grace 
sought) §. % jI general View of its Reditif and Nen 
isessUyy from Reason, §• 3. And Scripture ; ^* 4. The 
Spirit to be 'sought u* the Spirit of Christy §, 5. And 
in thai Fiewy the great. Strmgth of theSouly §. 6, The 
Eiiaifurugemeni there is to hope for the Con^ikunication 
ofity §» 7* A concluding Exhortation to.pra^for it: 
§• 8« And an Immbh Address to QOD^ p^rs^ant to 
that Exhorttftion- / 



|. 1. T HAVE now laid before you a.PIau of that 
X Temper and Character, which the Gfospe} re^ 
quires, and wlvich, if you are a true Christian, you will 
desire and pursue^ Surely tUer# is in the very Descriptioii 
pf it something which must powerfully strike ev^j 
Mind^ which has an^y Taste for what is truly l)eautif ui 
and excellent. And I question not, but you my dear 
, lleadcr, will feel some Impcession of it upon your Heart. 
Ton will immediately form some liyely Purpose qf^- 
4cavQuriQg ^ter it; and t>crhap5 you ipa^ imagine, you 
%}iaM certainly and quickly attain to it. Yon see now 
re»v^*M^ i^i'; ^^'^ ^^^^ de^iral^l^ Co^s^u^Dces neces* 
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144 No Strength in ourtehe$ io obitdn H. Chap. 15. 

sarily attend it, and the Aspect which it liears on your 
present Enjoyment and your future Happiness ; and there- 
fore are determined, you will act accordingly. But giVe 
me leave seriously to remind you, how many there hare 
been, (would to God that several of the Instances had not 
happened within the Compass of my own personsU Obser- 
vation !) zchose Gooilness hath been like a Morning Cioud^ 
and the early DezSj which soon pasieth awai^ (n). There 
is not Room indeed absolutely to apply the Words of 
Joshua^ taken in the most rigorous Sense, when he' said to 
Israel^ (that he might humble their too hasty and sanguine 

, Resolutions,) You cannot serve the Lord (bj. But I wili 
venture to say, you cannot easily do it, . Ala?, you know 
not the Difficulties you have to break through ; you know 
not theTemptations, which Satan will throw in your Way ; 
you know not bow importunate your, vain and sinful Com* 
panions will be, to draw you back into the Snare you may 
attempt to break; and above all, you know not the subtle 
Artifices, whl6h your own Corruptions will practise 
npon you, in order to recover their Dominion over 
yqu. You- think the Views you bow hava of Things 
will be lasting, because the Principles and Objects to 
which they refer are so : But perhaps To-morrow may 
undeceive you, or rather deceive you anew. To-^morrovf 

^ may present spme Trifle in« a new- Dr^ss, which shall 
amnse you Into a forgetfnlness of all this. .Nay, per* 
haps,- before you lie^own on your Bed, the Impressions ' 
you now feci may wear off. The^ corrupt Dosiros of 
your owii Heart, now perhaps a little charmed down, 
and lying as if they were dead, may spring up again with 
new Violence, as if they had slept only to recruit their 
Vigour ; and if you are not supported by ■> a be^r 
Strength than your own, this Struggle for Liberty will 

* only make your future Chains the heavier^ the more 
Shameful, and the more fatali '• '' ' 

§. 2# What then is to be done? Is ^ithe corfviiidcd 
Sinner to Ho down in Despair ? to say, '< I am an help- 

' " less Captive, and by exerting myself with Violence 
-^^ may break my Iambs sooner than my Bonds, and 
*^ increase the Evil I would remove?" GOD forbid! 

\ . ' ■ ' , You 

'(*)'Hm.^tI. 4. , (b) J^osli. xiiv, 19. * * 
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Chap. 15. The Need we have of.Bibim. 4sHskLn9e» \A% 

You caimot, I aiii:per8uaded, be so little acquMnted^ with, 
Christianity, as not to know^ ^^ that the. Doctrine, of. 
** 0ivin€ Assistances bears a very considerable Part in it/* 
You haye often, I doubt not, read of the Laze of the 
Sinrit cflafe in Chnsi Jesus, as making us^reefrom the 
Laze of Sin and Death (c) ; and have been told, that through 
the Sjnritj we mortify the Deeds of the Body (d) : You have 
lead of doing all Things through Christ zcho strengthenetk 
us (e) ; whose Grace is sufficient for us^ and whose kitrengtk 
is made perfect in Weakness (() : Permit me, therefore, • 
iiovr to call down yonr Attention to this, as a Truth of 
the clearest Evidence, and the utmost Importance. 

^ 3. Reason incteed^ %s well as the whole Tenor of 
Scri{)ture, agrees with this*". The whole created World 
has a necessary Depcndance on Gojn from Him even the 
Knowledge of Natural Things is derived (g), and Skill in 
them is to be ascribed to Ilim (h). Much more loudly 
does so great and excellent a Work, as the new-forming 
tfie Human Mind, bespeak its Divine Author. When you 
consider how various the Branches of the Christian Tem-> 
per are, and how contrary many of them also are to that 
Tamper, which hath prevailed in your Heart, and governed 
your Life in Time past; yoU must rejsiliy see Divine 
Influences as oiseessar^ to produce and nourish them,, as 
the {Bfluf9»ces of th.Q S>tn and Rain are to call up the, . 
Variety of Plants. and flowers, and Grain and Fruits, 
by whifl^ the Earth is adorned, and our Life supported. 
Yofti will yet be more sensible of this, if you reflect 0n 
the /violent Opp9sition which this happy Work must ex- 
pect to meet with, of wJucJi I shall presently warn yon 
more largely, and which if you have not already cxperi^ 
•need, it must be because ypu have bujt vevy lately begun 
to think of Rdigion.. . 

§. 4. Accordingly, if you give yourself Xeave to 
consult Scripture on tjiis Head, (ao4 if you would lite 
like a Christian, you must be consnlUng it every. Day, 
$ad forouqg.yqLur Notions and Actions by it ; you will 

. scye 

(r> Rom viii. f. (e) PhH. iv. V3. (g) Psalm xriv. 10. 
' (d) Roqi. vKL 13. (f ) 6i Car. iii. 9. <b) Exod. zxxi. 3-^, 

> I ' ■ ■ ■■ ■ ' " ' " ' ■ "" " ' " ' ' ■■ '■ ...... 

* See msfky of these Thoughts much more largely illustrated in 
^y yilth 5crmc» aw' Jlf^e;jCT'tftiVn. 
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~ He the Sptrk mast iesdugitfdr b^/ itte Sout. Cb. 15* 

isee, ttiat the wliible Tenor of it teacHts that Depettdanc^' 
t|poh Go]>/ wMch I ani now recbmmendltig. Yoa will' 
barticula^ly isee^ that the Productioii of Religion In thdj 
Sou]) is Matter of DiTine Promise ; that when it has been 
feffectedj ScriJ)tufe ascribes it to a Divine Agency J and 
that the Increase of Grace artd Piety in the Heart of 
fhose who are truly regenerate, is also spoken of as the 
Work of Goi), who begins and can'ies ii on nntit the baif^ 
ftf Jesus Christ (i)i , * 

. §. 5. In consequence- of all these Views, lay it dowil- 
to yourself as i most ftertaiA Prmdplc, *" that Ao At* 
^} tempt in'Religion is to be made iti your own Strength.'*^ 
If you forget tHis, and God purposes finally to save yoii^ 
lie will humble you hy repeated Disappointments till He 
teach you better. You ^ill be ashamed of one Scheme 
fend Effort, and of another, till you settle upon the true 
Basis. He wiil also probably shew you, not only in the 
general, that your Strength is %o be derived from Hea* 
Ven ; but -particulafty, that it is the Office of the blessed 
Spirit lo purify the Heart, and to invigorate holy Re* 
feolutioils ; and also, that in all these Operations He h 
. to be considered as the Spirit of Christy working nndet 
His Direction, and as a Vital Communication from Him^ 
iinder the Character of the great Head of the Chtifckf 
the grand Treasurer and Dispefiser of thtse holy and be^ 
tieficial Influences*. On which accdtint it is called^ tk^ 
Supplj/' of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (k), who is exalted nd 
ilie Ri^t Hand of the Father, to gtbe Repentance and Re* 
fnission of Sins (1) : in whose Grace alone'We can be strong 
(fm), and of ichose fulness m receive^ eten Grace foV* 
Grace ii\), v - 

§. tr. Res6lve therefore strenuously for the Scrvid* 
bf God, and for the Care of your Soul; but resolro 
•^ modestly and humbly.'* 'Eiyen the Youths shMfasra 
find be wear^, and ther^Yoirig Men utterly fail ; ^bttt theif 
tx>ho xD(nt on the Lord, ate ike Persons who renew ih^ 
Strength {o). When a Soul is almost afraid t<^ d^]i»# 
\iL the Presence of the Lord, that it will not do this, o^ 
that,^ which has formerly offended Him ; when it is afraid 
llbsolutely to promise, t&at it wiii perform lhjs> or that 

• Duty^' 

(^yi>Jiil.i.fr. (V)ActoiT.8J. . (jB)JohnLl5. ^ 

(k) Phit. i, 19» (m) 2 Tim. ii. 1. (d) Isav xl. 30, i\. 
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Cfcap. 1 &. TJie^JSncomragemeniihcre Uio e^ci it* l^, 

Dvityy vflth, Vigour and Constancy.; but only expresses . 
Its hutable earnest Desire, that it may bi/ Grace be erim' 
abledto avoid the one, or pursue the other; .then so far 
tis my Obserration ^nd Experience have reached, it is in^ 
^e best Way to learn the happy Art of con(][ueirin(s 
Temptation, and of discharging Duty. 
^ §. 7» On the other Hand, let not your Dependance 
tipon this Spirit, and your Sense of your owh Weakness 
and Insufficiency for any Thiiig spiritually good without 
His continual Aid, discourage you from devoting youri. 
self to God, and engaging in a religious Life, consider* 
ing ^^ what abundant. Heason you have to hope, thut 
^< these gracious Influences wiH be communicated to 
<« yovL.^^-^The Ltghi of Nature^ at the same Time thaj 
It teaches the Need we have of Help from God ht a vir^* 
tuous Course, may lead us to conclude, that^« i>ene« 
Tplent a Being, who bestows on the most unworthy an4 
eareless Part of Mankind so many Blessings, will take' a 
peculiar Pleasure in communicating to sudi as hunrbly 
ask them, those gracious Assistances, which may fot»in 
their deathless Souls into His own Resemblance, and ^ 
them for that Happiness to which their Rational Na* 
ture is suited, tod for which it was in its first Constitu? 
iioa, intended. The fVard of GOD wHl much more 
abundantly confirm such an Hope. You there hear 
Divine Wisdom crying even to those who had long trifled 
with her Instructions, Turn ye at my Reproofs atul I zci^ 
fiour out my Spirit upon you (p). You hear the Apostle 
saying. Let us come boldly to the Throne cf Grace^ that we 
fnay obtain Mercy ^ and find Grace to help in every TUme of 
Need (q). Yea, you there hear our Lord Himself y arguing 
in this sweet and eonvinang Manner; If ye being e/oUy 
know how to give good Gifts unto your Children^ how muck 
more shall your Heavenly Father give His Holy Spirit iintp 
them that ask Hzm (r) ? Thb Gift and Promise of the Spi^ 
rit was given unto Christ j .^hen Qe ascended up on High, 
in Trust for all His true Disciples^ Gop hath shed it 
flbroad abundantly upon us in Him (s)* And I may ad^ 
jthf^t the very Desire you feel after the farther Commu. 
.lucatiw 4>f the Spirit^ jiA tiie Restilt of the First-fruits {4 

C ■ \ ^ -St 

bf) Prov, h^»9. Hq) Hfb. iv» 16. (r) l^ke jj. 13. 
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144 U Supplication for Divine Grace, Chap. 15. 

H already giycn : So tliat you . may with peculiar Pro* 
priety iutcrpret it as a speciaj Call, to open j^ our Mouth ' 
uide^ (hat. He mayJiU it (fc). You thirst, aud therefore 
you m^y cheerfully plead, X\iZ,i J esus hz.^ invited tfou to 
come untojtim and drink; with a Promise,,iiot only that^oM 
shall drink if you come unto Him^ but also that out of your 
Beth shall ^oic, as it were, Rivers of living Water, for 
the Kdliieation and Refreshment of others (u). 

|. 8. Go forth therefore, with humble Cheerfulness, 
to the Prosecution oT all the Duties of the Christian Life. 
G/), and prosper, in the Strength of the Lord, making men* 
Hon of fits Rightousriess, and of Uis only{%). And as 4 
Token of farther Communications, may your Heart be 

Julckeued to the most iearuest Desire, nfter the Blessings 
haye h<^^P^ now recommending to your Pursuit ! May 
you Jio stij-redup to poiir out youjr Soul before Qpo, ia 
such holy Breathings as these ! and may they be your 
daily I^ianguage in ^is graqous Presence ) 

^ Humble ScppttCAttoN for the Influences of DiyiM 
Grace, foforjn ^nd strengthen Religion in the Soul. 

«ir>LESSEp God! r sincerely acknowledge be, 
X# *^ fore Thee, mine owp Weakness and Insuffi-* 
** Ciency for apy Thing that Js spiritually good. I 
^^ have experienced jt ^ Thousand Tjines; and yd my 
** fopligh Heart would again frwif itfdf {y), and form 
^^ Resolutions in its owq Strength.. piiiUt this be the 
^* First^ruits of Thy gracious Influence upon it, to brin^ 
^< it to ah humble Distrust of ^tself. and to % Repose on 
^« Thee! ^ 

«< Abundantly do I rejoice, O Lord, b the kirtd 
<< Assurances which Thou givest me pf Thy Readiness 
V to J>cs4ow liberally an<J richly so great a Benefit. I 1 
f^ dp therefore, according to Thy condescending Invi* 
<^ tatiop, Vcwfc T^ith Boldness to the Throne of Grace, (hat 
** / mayfln,d Grace to help 0% everf Time of Need (t). I 
^* mean not, Loiti God, to turn Thy Qraee into JVatt*' 
;** tqnness or Perrersencf^ (a), or to make jay Weajt, 
^^ i^e^ ^XL Excuse for Negl}ge^ee 9,nd Sloth* I ^confesti 

. " Thoi^ 

(«) Ihal, Ixxxi'. 10. (x) l*wil. tixl. 1«. (aei Heb. Ir^ Id,.: 
<u) J ohn tii. 37, 38. (y) FfeV. aaviii. 26. (a) Ju4€, vcr. 4r 
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Chap. 15/ io work Uetigion tn the Sovi. 1)0 

^< Thott hast already gWen me more Streogth th«t I' 
^^ haye used; an4 I. charge it upoti myself, w^ not on 
*^ The^, that I haye not long since receiyed stilt moio 
^^ ahundatit Supplies. I desire for the fntore to bo fottod 
^' diligent in the Use of all appointed Meant; ia tiio 
. ^ Neglect of ivhich, I well know, that Petitio&s lOto 
^< these would be a profane Mockery, and might mndl 
<^ more probably provoke Thee to take away what 1 
<^ haye, than prevail u^on Thee to impart mot^e. But 
^^ firmly resoltlng to exert myself to the utmost, I eara<* 
^' estly intreat the Communications of Thy Grace, that 
^^ I may be enabled to fulfil that Resolution. 

*" Be Suret^y O Lord, unto Thy Servant for Good (b) I 
^^ Be pleased to shed abroad Thy sanctifying Influencca 
<^ on my Soul, to form me for every Duty Then re* 
<^ qulrest t Implant, I beseech Thee, every Gface and 
^^ Virtue deep in mine Heart ; and maintain the happjr 
^^ Temper in the Midst of those Assaults, from withia 
<^ and from without, to which I am continually liable^ 
^^ while I am still in this World, and carry about wtiA 
<^ me so many Infirmities! Fill my Breast, I beseedl 
^^ Thee, with good Affections towards Thee, my Goo^ 
^^ and towards my Fellow-Creatures ! Remind me dA* 
«-ways of Thy Presence; and may I remember, that 
<< every secret Sentiment of my Soul js open to Theet 
<^ ,May I therefore guard against the first Risings of Sin^ 
^' and the first Approaches to it! And that Satan may 
^^ not find Room for his evil Suggestions, I eamestiy 
<< beg Thou, Lord, wgnldst fill my Heart by Thine H<dy 
^^ Spirit, and take up Thy Residence there I DweU in 
^' me^ and walk mth me{c)i and let m^ BoAf be the 
^< Temple of the Holy Ghost (d) ! 

<^ May I be ^o joined to Christ Jesus my hor4y as to be 
<^ one Spirit with Ilim (e), and feel His invigorating lut 
^< flaences continually bearing me on, superior to every 
M Temptation, and to every Corruptionl That whife 
<< the Youths shall faint and be weary, and the you^g Men 
^< utterly fall,'! may so wait upon the Lord, as to renew 
^* my Strength (f ) ; and may go on from PV Degree of 

^^ Faith^ 

{►) ft«l t%in. 1«. (t) t Ctf. vl. 1». (d) I Cor, vi, 19. 
^))Gor,vUM. 4f ) Imft. sL aa, n, 
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«| Fatlli,.a]id Lore, and Zeal, and Helioess, ia c0iaAer»> 
«* tiu I teme«r perfect b^ore Thee in Zion (g), to drink. 
« in immortal Vigonr and Joy, from Thee, as Uie ever, 
a lartiBg Fonntain of both, through Jesus Christ my 
^ Loid, «i whomlhaoe Righleousness andSirengih (h)^ 
^ and to whom I desire eTcr to ascribe the IVaise of all 
^ miiie Imprefemeats ia both ! Ameiu" 



1 



(i) PnL UaxiT. T*. (h) IsaU ilv. 84. 
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tli&p lit. The BiffhJfiestMiaiendlti^^ fS^ 



CHAR XVt 



[ ftnimate^ agi^inst, those piscouragementUr 

"whicli lie mt^st expect to meet witlL, vrhen 

' ^iteirSng on a religious Course. . ' 

Chrirt has instruded His Disciples to expect Opposition and 
« * piffimlties inihe Way to Heaven^ §.1. ' Therefore [Lj 

' A more particular View of them isiaken^ as arising^ {\,y 
tirom the Keitimnders of indxo^Uing Sih^ §/ 2. (2.> 

' from the Jjorldy and especially from former sinf III Com* 
pdriionsy ^. 3. 'From the Temptations dnd Suggestions 

. of Satan. §.4. [II.] The ChrisOdn^is animated mt'tf 
encouraged by various Considerations to oppose them / 

' fartiauarly^ by — ^the Presence df'QOD^-^-^— the Aidi 

bf Christy- the Example of diHirs^ ttho thoughfeebl^ 

have conquered^-— and the Crown of Glory to be ex* 
'^dtedj'^. 5y ^"Therrfore^ though Ap'bstafhfitould be infU 
nitelyfataly the Christian may press- on cheerfully ^ §. 7» 
Accordingly ihe Soul alarmed by t?ie^\*friep4f is repre4 
sentedas committing itself to tiOD^ it^HhA Ppi^Mc which 
concludes the Chapter^ '' ''• '■ --'^ • . 

•J 5 - * :t ;.:•'•: 

' • ■''-•.;?;,♦..• • • 

« \. I. \1|TFrR tlie utiflosft Propriety lias our Divitte 
' ' *' •*^"y '» Master required usj to strive to enter in ol 
the strait Gate (a) ; thereby (aft It sMns) inthnatbg^ 
not only that ^uf P^sag«i is^ ^oarrow^ hfut'thaitr it is beset 
,with'^£nemie&; besel oil Ike -Right- UAnd^ aBd>i>n tbo 
^^> with £iieinieb ctmnin^; and fornuilbiUe. And be 

(ir)LBkexttif4 
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assured, O Reader, that whatever your Circumstances 
in* Life are, yon must meet and encounter them. It will 
therefore be your Prudence, to surrey them attentiTely 
in your own Reflections, that you may see what you arc 
to expect ; and may consider in what Armour it is neces* 
sary you shall be dothed, and with what Weapons you 
must be furnished to mapage the Combat. You haye 
often heard them marshalled, • as it Were, under Three 
great I^eaders, the Flesh, the World^ and the Devil; and 
according to this Distribution, I would call you to con. 
^biev the Forces of each, as setting .themselves in Amy 
gainst yon. Oh that you may be excited ' to /<iA:e Yd 
j/our^elf the xzhole Armour oj GOD (b), and .to acquit 
gourself like a Man (c) and a Christian ! 

^. 2. Let yout Conscience answery %lie^er you .do 
not carry about with you a corrupt, znd degenerate 
Nature? Yon will, I doubt not, feel its Effects. You will 
feel, in the Language of the Aposite, (who speaks of It 
as ihe Case of Ch^istioM themselves,) the hHesh Imting 
mguinst the Spirit, so thai you aili fwt be able, in all tn^ 
itances, Yp do the Things that you would (d). You hrouglit 
irregular Propensities into the World along with you ; 
and you have so often indulged those sinful Inclinations, 
that jou baf e^ greatly increased tlieir Strenj^th ; and you 
will fin4 in Consequence of it, that these IlaVits cannot 
be broke through without great Difficulty. You will, no 
4oubt, often recollect tlie strong Figures,' in which the 
Prophet descrf^ a Case tike yours ; and you will own, 
that it is justly represented by that of an EtMojmn change 
if^ his $kij%y and the Leopard his Spots (e). It is indt?ed 
possible^ that yym may find such an Edge and Eagerness 
iSp^. yi^}ff. Spiriti^ as may Ipad you to imQgine th^t'ail 
Opposition will immediately TaU before yoiu Jju.t ^)^s, ' 
I fear, that ia a little Time these* Enemies which seemexi 
to be slain at >ottr Feet, will rcYlve, and recover their 
Weapons, and tei^eif the Assault in oiieForm oranotlpcr^. 
And perhaps your uiost .painful Combats may pe with 
Qttch as yoi:^ had th^Uf Ht ^lost easy tp be yaoquiahed^ 
and your gntatesi Daciger may {arise from som^^ of those 
]^mi0S:frAn> whpm you> apprehend ,th9 leJb^ ^rtlcu, 

■ • .•--.;.;,■,. -■• ■■■■: : : , .• • .• Mr 

(b) Tgh. »i. IJ. M \ Cor. xvi. 13. (4) Gai. v. 17. 

yr) J«!r, tin. V3, • 
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latly from Pride, and from Indolence of S]iirit ; from 
a Secret AUenatSon of Heart from Gop^, and froin ati 
Indisposition for conversing widi Him, through an immode- 
rate Attachment to Things seen and Thnporqif whic6 may 
be oiPtenthnes exceeding dangerous to jour Satvationiy 
though perhaps thej be hot absolutely anduniTersally pro- 

" hUbiiMl In a Thousand of these Instances, yoii must leam 
to ^deny yqurse^ or you cannot be ChrisVs Disciple (f ). 

4* ^S^i^^ou' muiit also lay your Account, to fincf gr^at. 
Difficulties fro^ theWoHdi from its Manners, Customs^ 
and Examples. The Things of the iVorid wiH hinder 
you one Way, and the Men of the World another. Per- 
haps you may meet i^rlth much lessr Assistance in Religioiiy 
than you are no^v ready to expect from good Men. The 
^resen^^feneratidn'J)^ them is geiieiraliy se^ elmtiotit to 

' avoid every Thin^ that looks lilce Ostentation, , and there 

' seems something 86 insupportably dreadful in the Ch&r^e 
of Enthusiasm, that you will find most of ^oar Chrfsttaa 
Drethrifen studying to conceal their Virttke and their Piety, 
much more than others stadr-to conceal their Vices and 

'^heir ProfaneucsS. But while, unless ydur Stituiition ^ 

• singularly happy, you meet with rtry little AidMMie 
Way, you will,' no doubt, find great Oppositkm aobtiier. 
The Enemies of '-Religion will be bold and active |ii, 
their Assaults, ^hilc inany of its friends seefti nncoli* 

*^ cernfed ? ' And one Sinner will probably exe^t himself 

more to cbri'H^t' you, than Ten Ghristians to secure s^d 

sav^ yoii. They who have been oiice your Companions 

in SifTy will try a Thousand artful Methods to allure yeii 

back again to their forsaken Society; Some of tWm 

' 'perhaps, with aii Appearance i>i tender Fondness ; &nd 

' many more by the almost irresistible Art of Banter a^d 

^ Ridicule: Thit boasted l\st oj Right und Wfkmg^ as- it 

' has been watitonfly called, will be tried upon j^bu^^perhapt 

Mthout aay Regard to Decency,* or eveii to ;comnJba 

^ llumanily. You will be defided aiid instilted by thole, 

.- ' Whose Esteem and Affection you liaturally desire ; iSbd 

•inay find ihurh more Propriety than you imagine, in tRat 

• Expression of the Apostle, the Tibial of cruel Moekings (g), , 

• which some fear more than either SivOrd or Fiamqs< iliis 
' Persecution of the Tongue you mu^ expect to go Ui'rovih, 
w.::'i ' . aria 

, . (f ) Matt. x¥i.'^. - («)Ehfb.xi.8e. 
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jlind perhaps may be byaaded^ur a Lunatic, for n^ otii^r 

^Cause, tbaa tha^ 3rpu now ^begin to exercise jpur JEleasqii 

to Parp95e, an4 will iiQtjoii^.with those that aredcstrojiog 

.their own Souls,, ia the wild Career of Folly and Madness, 

§• .4* And i^ Is. pot at aU iipprobable, that in the mean 

Time Sai4in may be doing his utmost to discourage and 

^distress yqo. .' £[e.r.iirill,» no. doubt, raise fa youn Xmagi* 

nation, the most tempting Idea of the Gratifications, thd 

Indulgences, and tjie Companions, yoi^ ar,e obliged to 

forsake ; and; giTe you th^ inost t)iscoura^ing. and tern-* 

'fying Vaew qf t)ieJC(ifficttlties, Se?errtics, and Dangers, 

^-«fhich are (a^ he nfilji persuade yoi|) inseparable from Re^ 

ligion* S[e. will not fail to represent GOD Himself^ the 

,' Fountain o( Goodness and Happiness, as an Aarc/ilf/i^/^, 

^wbom U;^ Vnpossible to please^ He will perhaps fill you 

. with the most distressfid Fears, and with cruel and inso« 

.Jsa^t l^alice. glory, otct you as his Slare, when he knpws 

^ jott' arQ the l^rdta^Frpeman* At one Time he will study 

%j his Tile Suggestions to interrupt you in your Duties^ 

*as if they gate him ai| additio^l. Power qver you. fit 

^another Tim^hQ will endeavQur .to weary you of your 

. Devotion, by inflnencing you t» prolong it to an immOi* 

derate and tedious Length, lest His Power should be ex^ 

j erted upon you Tfhea it ceases. la short, this practised 

. P^ceiT^ has Artifices, which it w^qulcL require whole 

YQiumes to display, with particular idautions against 

; ^achp And he will folioinr you with maljicioiis Arts and 

^ jPqrsnits to the Tery End of your Pilgrrmage ; and will 

; kave no Method unattempted, which may be likely to 

weaken your Hands, and to sadden your Heart, that if 

I through the gracious Interposition of Gpn, he cannot pre^ 

; Vent your £^al .Happiness, he may at least impair your 

^ Peace and. your Usefulness, as you are passing to it« - 

i. , \* p» This is what the People of. Goa feel; apd 

(^.what'you will ffi^l in some Degree Or other, iftyouM^e 

^..jr.our Lot and yopr Portion among theqi. Butafter.a)l 

; 1^ noi discouraged : Christ is the Captain of^our. &al^ 

^W^n(h)f It -is, delightful ta consider JIim,,uq^ef. this 

View. When we take a Survey of these Hqsts ofEne^ 

.. VQies, we may. lift up our Head amidst them all, and 

. nay, ilor^ qn4 grfuf^y is H0 .thdtt is mth us^f thqn aH 

;. . th(^ 

. ' ^ )W Heh. 11. 10, 
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* iChap i6\ ^t has Ke siiU enough to encourage Mm* *^f$ 

those thai are against its (i)« Ti'ust in the Lordj'mdydvk 

*jpiU be like Mount Zion^ which cannot be temoved^ but 
uhideth for eoer (k). When your Enemies press upon 
you, remember you are tojight in the Presence of GOD 
(1). Endeavour therefore to act a gallant and a resolute 
Part ; endeavour to resist them sfedfast in the Faith (m)k 
Remeo^ber, He can give Potter to the Faint ^ and increase 
Strength to them that have no Might (n). He hath done 
it in Ten Thousand Instances already ; and He will do 
it in Ten Thousand more. How many Striplings ha,ve 

*'conjquered their gigantic Foes in all their* most for*, 
midable Armour, when they have gone forth against 
iheni^ though but as it were izith a Staff and a Slitigj, V* 
the Name. of the Lord GOD of Israel (o) I How many 
Women and Children have trodden down the fierce 
of the Enemy) and out of Weakness have been mad^ 
Strong i]^)l , 

§• a. Amidst ^U the Opposition of Earth and Hei/^ 
Ibok upward, and look forward, and yon will feel joiir 
Heart animated by the View. Your General is near: 
He is near to aid you : He is near to reward you : ' Whea 
you feel the Temptation press the hardest, think of Him 

. Teha endured even the Cross itself for your Rescue. Vi^w 
the Fortitude of your Divine Leader, and endeavoiir 

' t6 march on in His Steps. Heark^ to His Voice, for 
He prdclaims it aloud. Behold I come quickly andM^ 

' Reward is z^th Me (q) ; Be thou faithful wtto Deathy ai^ 

' t will give thee a Crown of Life (r). And Oh ham 
bright will it shiue! and how Torig will its Lustre last I. 

^ When the Gon^s that adorn the Crowns of Monarchs^ 
and pass (instructive Thought!) from one' Hoy al Head 
to another through succeeding Centuries, are melted 
down in the last Flame, it is d Croem <f Gi^ which 
fadeth. not away (s). . .' * - 

§. 7. It is indeed iv\xey that such as turn aside ,ta 
crooked Paths, .will be led jorth tpith the Wofkers of Ini* 
quiiy (t) to that terrible Execution^' which th^ JAnne Jus* 

..." „...:\;-, ., •. *}^« 

X (i) 2 Kings Ti. 16. (m) 1 Pet. v- 9. (p) HeK xU 34. 

(k) Psal. cxxv. I. (a) Isai. xl.29. (q) Rev. xxii. l!^* 

W '^ech; X* 5. (b) t Sam. x^ii;40--45.^r) Rev. li. 10. 

^ (ijlPet. v,4, (t)4»«a.cxxv,5, ' > '• 
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140.. Th^ Soul darmei hy tMse VimBy Chap. 1 0. 

tice in pre|»aring for them ; and it would hare been hett^ir 
fcr thcmj not to have knovm the Wa^ of Righteoumess^ 
than after having known ity to turn aside from the holjf 
Commandment (u). But I would, by Divine Grace, ^ope 
^ better Tilings of ^ou (x). And I make it my hearty 

* Prayer for 'you, my Reader, that you may be kept b^ the 
mighty Foxter of GOD, kept as in a Garrison, on all 
Sides fortified, in the securest Manner, ^Voi/g'A Faifh 
untq Salvation (j). 

The Soui alarmed by a Sense of these Difficulties^ commitm. 
ting itself to Divine Proteciion* . 

" TlLESSED God, it is to Thi^ie Almighty Power 
J|3 ^^ that I iiee. Behold me surround^ with Dif- 
*^ ficulties and Dangers, and stretch out Thine Omni« 
** potent Arm to save me; Oh Thou that savest by Thy 
<* tlighJt Hand them that put their Trust in Thee, from 
*^ those that rise up against them (z). This Day Aq I 
*^ solemnly put ^)yself under Thy Protection : Exert 

. ♦^ Thy Power in my Favour, and permit me to m^ke the 
«* Shadow of Thy Wings my Refuge (a) ! Let Thy Graqe 

,^^ be stiffkient for me, and Thy Strength be made perfect 

. ** in my Weakness (b)» I dare not say, / xeill never 
•* forsake Thee; luill never deny Thee (c) : But |!hope^ 

. ** I can truly say, Lord, I would not do it; and that 
** according to my present Apprehension and Purpose, 
'^ Death wpuld appear to me much less terrible, than 
^^ in any w|iful and deliberate Instance to ofiend Tliee. 
" Oh root oat those Corruptions from my Heart, which 
^^ in an 'Hour of pressing Temptation might inpline me 
" to View Things in a differeftt Light, atid so mi'ght be^ 

* " tray me into the Hands of the Enemy ! Strengthen 
*' my: Faith, C) Lord, *and entourage my llope ! Inspire 
}' xnit with an berotc Resolution in opposing every 

^ *< Thing that lie^ in my Way to Jleaven; and let me 
" " set my Face like a Flitit (d), against all the Assaults of 
^^ Earth and Hell ! ^ Sinners entice me, let me notconm 
- ** seni (c) ; if they insult me, let me not regard it ; if 

the/ 

(n)tPet.li.«l. <«) Pgal. Kvil, T. (c) Mark xiv. 3L 
(«) Heb. vi. 9. (lb) P$al. Mj. X. (4) I»ai. I. T. 

(y) 1 Pft. i, 6, (b) i Cw. xii 9, (e) Pwvi i, 10, 
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Chaii<l«.' tomrnHs Uself to GOU in Prater. \51, 

<< they threaten ine^*Ict me not fear I Rather may a holy 
*^ and ardent, yet prudent and wdUgOTerned Zeal, tako 
<^ Occasion from tkat Ma%nlty of Heart which they 
^^ discover, to attempt their Reformation! At least, 
<^ let me never be ashamed to plead Thy Cause against 
^^ the most profan^ deiiders of R^Ii^n ! Make me to 
^^ hear Jty and Gladness \n my Soul; and I will 
" endeavour to teach Transgressors Th^ Ways^ that 
*^. Sinners ma^f be converted unto Thee (f ) ! Yea, Lord, 
^^ while my Pears continue, though I should apprehend 
^^ myself condemned, I am condemned so righteously 
^^ for my own jPolly, that I would be Thine Advocate, 
^^ though against myself* 

<^ Keep me, O Lord, now, and at all Times ! Never 
<< , let me think, whatever Age or Station I attain, that 
^^ I am strong enough to maintain the Combat without 
<^ Thep! Nor let me imagine, myself, even ia this In« 
^ifancy of Religion in my Soul, so weak, that Thou 
<^ canst not support me! Ayherever Jhou leadest me, 
^1 there let me follow; and whiitever Station Thou ap« 
f^ pointest me, there let me maintain iA^ holy War 
^^ against all the Enemies -of ipy Salvation, and rather 
^^ faJl in it than baselv abandon. it« . 

<' And Thou, O glorious Redeemer, the Captain ofm$ 
. <^ Salvation^ the great Atdhor and Finisher of my Faith 
*f (g), when I am ia danger of denying Thee, a» Peter 
<^ did, looH upon me with that Mixture of Majesty and 
«' Ten^^mess (h), which.may either secure me from fall- 
*^ ing, or may speedily recov^ me to Goi and my Duty 
<^ a'<'ain! And teach me to take occasion, even from my 
*< Miscarriages, to humble myself, more deeply for all that 
<^ has been amiss, and to redouble my future Diligence 
<^ and Caution! Amen!'* 

(f)T9al.l!;8,13. ^>l!fb.l|K«. (Ii)ldi](e zxU. ei, 
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IdSi 7^ SM is urged U surrender ii^if^ Odi^r CT^ 



CHAP. XVIL 



The CHitisTiAji urged tOj and assisted in an 
express Act of Sj^Lf-^DspicATiQN to iho 
Serv^ieeof GOD. . 



The Jdvanfages of mch a Surrender are ^Hejfysuggesi^i, 
§. 1. Adoice for the Manner of doihg U ; tfwi H be 

^ deliberately cheerftdy eniire^ perpetual^ §. % 3, 4. jind 
ihait it be eoepressed with some affecting Sotemnkjf. §. 6. 
A vtritten ihstru/rhcntto he signed tmd dednred before 

'GOO at ^ome Season of extraordinm^ Disbotien, prom. 
posed. §i 6^ 7. '• Itee Chdpter condudes widi a Specimen 
of such an Instrument j together Ttith an Abstract of it^ 
to be used with proper and requfsOe AUdttdionr. 



§, 1- JL S f would hopGy. that notivithst^nding.all the 
JljL Views of Obpositibn wHiph d<>, or mskf acise^ 
yiit in Consideration or those ndblc^ 8i>ppGrtts and Motttes 
which hare been mentioned in the Tivo pr^eding Chap« 
to«?, you ate heartily determined' f of the Seirvite 6f Gon, 
I*\vouid flow urge yon ttt make a solemriSitnrendet'ofyourm^ 
s^f unto it. Do not only fotm surfi a Purpose iii your 
Heart, but expressly (kclare it in the Difine Presence. 
Such SQJeui^ty. in the Manner of ioing.tt, is certainly 
Tery reasonable in the Nature of Things ; and sure it is 
highly expedient, for binding to the Lord such a .trcach« 
erous Heart, as we know our own to be^ It will be 
pleasant to reflect upoii it^ as done at such and sucb a 
Time, with such and such Circumstances of Place and 
Method, which may sefTe to strike the Memory and the 
Conscience* The Sense of the Vows of GOP which are 
uponi/oUf will strengthen you iijt auHour of X^ptatiou; 
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Chap.i^. ' lif itn eicpre^ Ad t^i)ie SertkebfGdD. 159 

atid the Rtcolkcdon may ^Iso encourage your humble [ 
. Boldn^s and f'reedom la applying to llimi under the 
Ch^iptev .'antt. Relation of your Coveniint GOD and 
Jraindf*^ iU. tatVith Exigencies' may require. 

§. 4. Db it therefore, but do ii ddiberaiel^ Consider 
nrhat it i$ that you are to do : And consider how reason^ 
iffile^tt IS Chat it should be dbne^ and done cordially and 
cheerfully : not hy constraint but willingly (a) ; For in this 
Sense, and in every ottier, God loves d cheerful Giper^ (b),.. 
I^ovr.isurel^ there is nothing we" should do /with g[reatep 
Cheerfulness 6r indre cordial Consent, than makjng such 
sK Surrender of ourselves to the Loud ; to the Gon whd 
created us, who brought us into this pleasant and well 
fhtnished World, who supported us in pur tender Infancy, 
wKdi guarded us in the thoughtless Days of Cnildtbood 
and Youth, who has hitherto continually help^, sus* 
tkined, and preserved us. Toothing can be more reason* 
alble than that we should acknowledge Him as our right* 
f Ul Owndr and our Sovereigji Ruler ; than that we should 
devote ourselves to Him, as our most gracjious Bene-, 
factor, and seek itim as our supreme Felicity, No. 
thing can be, more apparently equitable, that.^thH we, 
the Product of His Power, and the Price of His Son's 
Blood, should be His, and His for ever* If you see the 
Matter in its just View^, it. will be the Grief pi* .your 
S^oul, that you have ever alienated yourself IVom thd 
blessed Gon and His Service; so far will ypu be from 
wishing to continue in tliat State of Alienation another 
Year or another Day, you' will rejoice to bring back to 
V^ttK JSi? /evolt^ Cr^tiiie;. aj^. a^.ypi* hfje ia. Tim^s. 
^^t yielded your Memh&s qs Instruments oftfnrighieous* 
ness'iinto Sin^ yo^ yf\^\ delight ta yield youf selves. wUo 
G0Dy as alivejrom the peadj and to empSoy your Mem" 
hers, asJnsir^h^nts^^flighteousnesJsunto GOpi{c)» 

§- 3.'/rhe Sutrendef yM jdsQ be v^ fntircy as it is 
cl^erfuT and immediate^ Alliypu^aire, iind all yomhaye, 
ajrid alt you can ;do, your Time, your PbsBessioas, your 
Inlti|eu;;e over others, will be d^evoted to Hiiri, that for 
the future it m^y be .Employed eutirely for Him,^ and ta 
IKs Glory. You \^ill desire .t9t l^p ba^ck nqthlo^ from 
irW; but Tirin seriously jndge, ihat you are then in the 
'^ ^ ^.. , ,, .: f •/. truest 

<a) 1 Pet. V. i. (6)3? Cor. ix\ 7, ' (c) i.m. vl, 13, 
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IftO Dmc^be expedkni ^doUin Writing. Chap. IT. 

truest and noblest Sense jfotir ovm^ wben 70a afe mo^t 
entirely His. You are also on this great Occasion , ta 
resign ail that you have to the Dis);)osai of Ills ^ise and 
gracious Providence ; not only owning His Power^ but 
consenting to Hi^ undoubted Right, to do what He pleases 
MTith you^ and all that lie has given you ; ^nd declaring 
a' hearty Approbation of all that He has donc^ and of aU 
that He may farther do. . . . 

§• 4. Once more^ let me remind you, that Ihis Si^r^ 
render must be perpetual. You must give yourself up to 
Goo in* such a Manner, as nerer more to pretend to be 
your Qwn : For the Rights of God are, like His Nature^ 
Eternal and Immutable; and with Regard to His Rational 
Creatures, are the same Yesterday^ To Ddy^ and for ener, 

§. 5. I would farther advise and urge, that this De. 
dication may be made zDtth all possible Solemnitt/i, Do H 
in express Words. And perhaps it may be in many Cases 
ifiost expedient, as many pious Divines have recommended, . 
tb do it in Writing. Set your Hand and Seal, to it,' 
^^ that on such a .Day of such' a Month and Year, and at 
*^ such a Place^ on full C6nsideration and serious Reflec* 
** tion, you came to this happy Resoluttony ihoi whatever 
" others might doy ^yowxsptdd serve the ttord (d).^ - 

§. 6. Such an Instrument^ you may, if you please, 
draw up foe ^owrsclf; or if you rather chuse to have'it 
drawn up t^ your Hand, you may firid something of this 
liaturc below, in which you may easily make such Altera- 
«tions as shall suit your Circuthstatices^ inhere there is any 
Thing peculiar in thtm^" But whatever you use, reeigh 
it Kelly meditate attentively hpon it^ that you may not be 
rash Kithyetur Month io utter wiyThin^ before GOD (e)/ 
And when you determine to execute this instrument^ let 
the Transaction be attended with, some more than prdl*, 
nary religious Retirement. Makb it, if you cdnveniifritly 
can, a Day of secret Fasting anil Prayer : And Vrhea 
your Heart is pfrepared with a becoming Awe of the Di- 
vine Majesty, Wi^ an humble Confidence in Ilia Good. 
liess, and an earnest Pesire of llis Favour, then present 
yourself on your Knees before 6oi>, Andreadft over ddv-'^ 
dcratety and sotemnly ; and when you have signed it y lay 
it by in some secure Flace^ where you may review it' 

whenever" 
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Chap. 17. An Instrument preposedy as proper for U, ICl 

whenever jou please; and make it a Rule with yonrselC 
to review ity if possible, at certain Seasons of the Yearj 
that you may keep up the Remembrance of it. 

§. 7. At least take this Course, till you see your .Way 
dear to the Table of the Lordy where you are to rene^ 
the same Covenant^ tokd to seal t/, with more afTectioig 
Solemnities. And Cron grant that you may be enabled to 
keep it, and in the whole of your Conversation to waljb; 
accordin^^ to it ! May it be an Anchor to your Soul ii^ 
every Temptation, and a Cordial to it in «very Afflio 
tion I May the Recollection of it embold*3n your Ad» 
dresses to the Throne of Grace now, and give additional 
Strength to your departing Spirit, in a Consciousness 
that it is ascending to your Covenant God and Father, 
and to thait gracious Redeemer, whose Power and Faith., 
fulne^ will securely keep what ifou commit So Him until 
thatDajfit)l 

An Example o/SEtp-DEbicATion, or a Solemn Form of 
renetfing ouf Covenant with GOJX 

•* TplTERNAL and ttnthangeable Jehovah! Thou 
JCi'^' great Creator .of Heaven, and £arth, and 
^ adorabl.e'Lord of Angels and Men ! I desire^ with the 
^^ deepest Uumiliation and Abasement of Sou), to fall 
^ down at this Time in Thine awful Presence ; and ear. 
** nestly pray, that Thou w-iji 'pejnetrate my very Ileart 
^ wjth a suitable Siens.e of Thine unUtteirsiblB and in.coni. 
<^ «civabieGloriiesi - • y^ 

" Tremhlingm^j jnsfly take holdicponme.{0iyh^sf\ 1^ 
^ a sinful Wprtn jpre^uixie & lift up ray Head toThee^^ 
" presume to* appear in Thy 'Majestic Presffhc^ on ^M*cb' 
^ an Occasion as this. Who:am I^ O £,ord 60Dy 'ov[ 
" what is my Ilouse (t)l' What is'my Nature or pe^' 
" scettt, my Character k^d'Bfesert, that I sliould speat 
<* of this, and desire If^at I may be ane Party in i 
« CovENiirr, Where Thiyd, t/i^King of Kings j ana Lord' 
** ofLords^ art the 6th;er! I biusbf and tjim confoune^if^ 
" even to mention ft before Thee. - Biit, O Lord, great' 
J^^ as 5s Thy Majesty, so also is Thy Mercy. If Thou 

<*) «TSro. I. )*.- •' >(«) 39b pi. .«i :\ Xh)1^S«tt. vii. mo 
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10? . A solemn Totm of Se^^JieiUcaiion^ Chap> IT* 

« Wilt hoM Con t^rsc wifli any of Thy Cre^tes^ Thy 
^*' superlatively exalted Nature must stoop, must stoop 
*• Infinitely low. And t know^ that' in and throiiga 
^* Jesusy the Son of Tliy Love, thou condescendest to 
^^ visit sinful Mortals, an^ to allow their Approacji. 19 
^* Thee, and their Covenant-Intercpurse with X^CQ: 
^^ Nay, I koow, that the Scheme and Plan is Tkinc Qwn^ 
*^ And that Thou hast graciously sent to propose it t^ 
♦* us; as none untaught^ by Thee would have been able 
^^ to form it, or incliq^d to i&mbrace it, even when ac» 
^< tu ally proposed. 

*' To Thee therefore do 1 now come, invited by the 
*' Name of Thy Son, and trusting in His Jlight^usnj^sa 
*^ and Grace. Laying myself at Thy Feet mth Shume; 
** and Confusion cf Face^ and smiting upon my Breast^ I 
^ say, with tlie humble Publican^ GOD 6^ mefc(fui id 
** me a Sinner (i)! I acknowledge, O Ldrd^githat Ih^ve 
** been a great Transgressor. My Sins hat^eYeuckedunto 
<* He(m^n (k), and miri^e. fjiiquitie^ are l^ftedup unH th0 
*^ Skies (1). The irregular Propemities of my corrupted 
^' and dcgeherate Nature have, in Ten Thousand ag« 
<< grava<ted Iti&tances, wraughi to bring forfk Fruii unta 
** Death (ra). And if tho^ sbouldst be strict i<^ mar^ 
<^ mine Offences^ I must be silent wd^x a Loa^.^rGuiIt^ 
<* an,d i^ipedwie^y sink. Ijint^jpcstTUctionJ r I^Vt /jthoii 
^f ha&tgraciousif called me tqWtwr^ Theey^ihongh 
'f X have Sicen a wanderm^Slieep^it prodigal Sony f backm. 
'^ sitding Chifi (n)* BeAa/ii therefore, O hoxd^ J camh 
<'^ unt& Tf^ei I come convinced not only of- my Sin^ 
*f iut.pf-my Folly. I come from my very Jleart ashamed 
<t*Qf ■^m;^S(^f,5ftnd x^l^ViW JV*^^^^?^si»e^^ I'f the §jn^ 

^^. Ia$n,cf)»* 

^(/^ifl be,,'|JhQp^j»^'(^^ oMdo 

*^ mt remember ^{di^si,mfrHv Sins J nridni^'Trm^gresmf 
<? jrww^(j^)X.JV^«p^ to J^ring back imt<i 

<^' *Jiiec.th9sej^^oj|^l;rs ^n^^J^aeulties whicl^Tl have i^n?5 
*f,«?atefnti)j ^lid saiffUegiaittljf ^ienj»tf4:fi:Q^ 3^% ^W 

.{iy Luke xviii. IS. (1) J«^- ^l- 9- (n) '^<'«*» w^- 22» 

<^t>S^TvXY^f4kfc:;(«) 1^1^:^^^ i.^»P- I^Yfv5^»-f 
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<< Tice; and itcetTCi^ I liese^ch Tkee^ Tby peorrevaited 
^^ Cpwiufet, who is now coa^ujced of Thy Right to liw, 
f ^ and desires ^olfaiog to the whole World 90 rnndi^ te 
« tobeThioe! 

^' Blessed Gob, it is with the utm^t Solemaity that 

'^ I make this Surrender of m^seffuntp Thee. Hear^ 

^^^ HeavmSf um4 give Ear^ EaHh: I tmouchth^ Lord 

^' fk^ffa^ikf be my QOD^q); aod I avoach and de» 

^' iilare m^eff ^ihia Day, to fee one of His Covenmti^hil^ 

^' dren and People* Hear, O Thou Obo of Jleaven, 

^< and record it ib the Book of 7% Remembrance (r), that 

^^ henceforth I am Thine ^ entire^ Thine* I would not 

^' merely co&aeerate unto Thee some of my Powers, or 

^^ some of my Possessions; i)r give Thee a certain Pro. 

^^ .portion of my Serriees, or all I am eajmble of for a 

^^ limited Tame^ but I would be tthoiii^ Thine, arid 

^^ Thine for ever. From this l>ay' do I solemnly re- 

M nouAce aU HkQ former Lords wiueh hwoe had Dominion 

^' over me ^s), .ev£ry Sin and ^ety Lost ; and bid, ia 

f ^ Thy Name, an eternal Defiance to the Powe^^ of 

^ Hell,' which ha^e most unjustly usurped the £mj)ir6 

^^ lOver my Soul, and to alt the Corruptions which their 

^' fal4 Temptations hare introduced into it. The whole 

*^ Frame of my Nature., all the Faculties of my Mind, 

^^ and all the Members of my Body would i present be- 

^^ fore Thee this Day, as a living SacriJSce, hol^ and acm 

^^ ceptabie unto CrODy zohich I know to be mtf most rea* 

^' sonable Service (t). To Thee I consecrate aU my 

f' zs>orliUy Possessions: In Thy Service Ideare ijo spend 

^^ all the Remainder of my Time upon Earth, and beg 

^V Thou wotddst instruct and influenoe me, so that, wfae.. 

f' ther my Abode here be longer or shorter, every Year, 

f' and Month, every H^y atid Hour, may be used m such 

^^ a Manner as shaU piost effectually promote TMne Ho* 

^^ noiur, and subserve the Schemes of Thy wise a«d grai- 

^^ clous Providence. And I ^earnestly pray, that what* 

P^ ever /^i^enoe Thou givest me o^per others^ in any of 

^^ the superior Relations of I#tfe in which I may stand, 

^^ or in Consequence of any peculiar Regard which may 

^' be paid me, Thou wouldst give^me thp^ Stiength and 

' , ^* Courage 

' ^ (fl) Deut. xxyS. |T. (r) Mai. lii. 16, ($) Isai. xxvh IS, 
4t) Rom* xih 1. 
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iH A'itlmriForM fff Setf^Dedicaiion^ Chiip. i7« 

^< Courftge to iekert myself to die utmost^ for 7% Cforj^.* 
^^ Resolting ii<^ only that I wiH myself do it, hut *that 
^* M others j so far as I caa tatidlially and prpperly in^ 
** fltten.ce them, shc^l serve the Lord{u). In this Course, 
<* O blciBsed God, Would I sttMiy persevere to the ¥ery 
^^ End of my Life ; earoestly praying, that every futur<i 
^^ Day of it may snpply the JDefictencies, and correct the 

.^.^, Irrq^ularlties of the former ; and that I niay by XMyinO 
*^ Grace be enabled, uot only to hold on in that happy 
f* Way, bat daily to grp^^ more active in it 1 : 

f ^ Nor do I only consecrate all that i am, and hare 
'^^ to J'hy Service ; but I also most hnmbly resign, and 
^^ submit to Thine holp and ^vereign fViii, myself, and 
f^ all that I can call nunc. I leave, O Lord, to Thy Ma. 
f' nagement and Direction, all I possess, and all I wish ; 
*^ and set every Enjoyment and every Interest before 
f ^ Thee, to be disposM of as Thou pleasest. Continue 
<^ or.remove, what Thou hast given me^ bestow, or re« 
f ^ fuse, what I imagine I want, as JTtou^ Lord, skali sei^ 
f^ gpod!AtkA though Idare not say, I zsiU never repine) 
<^ yet i hope I may venture to say, that I toiii Motif ^ 
f^ not only to submit, but to acquiesce; not only to bear 
<^ what Thou doest in Thy most afflictive Dispensations^ 
<^ but to t&nserU to f/, and to praise Thee for it; con. 
^' tentediy resolving, in all^at Thou appointest for me, 
^^ my Will into Thine, aiid looking on myself as Nothing^ 
^< and on Thee, O Goo, as the great -Eternal all, whose 
^^ Word ought to determine every Thing; and whose 
'^ Government ought to be the Joy of the whole Hationai 
*' Creation* 

" Use me, O Lord, I beseech Thee, as the Instrument 
^* cfTh^ Glory; and honour me so farj as, either by 
M doing or suffering what IHiou shalt appoint, to bring 

.^^ some Revenue of Praise to Thee^ and of Benefit to difn 
<^ World in wliich I dwell! And may it pleaSe Thee 
^^ from this Day forward, to number me jamong Tfy ' 
** peculiar People ; that I may no more he aSirUnger arkt 
^^ Foreigner^ but a FelloW'CUizen zsnth the Saints^ and of 
" the Household cf GOJ> (w)l Receive, O Heavenly 

^^ Father, Thy returning Prodigal! WajA me in ti^ 
ii £lood *of Thy dear Son : clothe me with His perfect 

5^ Righteousntjssj 
(tt) Joih. xx\s. 15» (w) Eph. U, 19, - 
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^ Righteomsness; and sanctify me throughout hj ihUb 
>* Power of Thy Spirit! Destroy^.I beseech Thee, ^more 
'^ and more the Power of Sin ia mine Hear^ I Tmnsfonn 
<^ me more into Thine awo Image, tmd fashion me to the 
''^ ResemWance-of Sesmf^^ whom henceforward I wonid 
'^^ acknowledge as my Teacher and Sacrifice, my Inter*. 
<< cesser and my I^ord! Cemaanicate to me, I beseech 
<< Thee, aU needful Infliienees .of Thy fmrifying, Thy 
<< cheering^ and Thy comfortj^ SpifU / And Hft up that 
>< UgU irf Tk^ CoufUename upon me, which mil put the 
A^ sn^limest Joy and Glainess inio my Soul (x) ! - 

^^ Dispose my Affairs^, O Crod, in a Manner which 
^^ may be most Auhservient to Thy Giory and my owti 
^^ truest Happiness; and when I have done and borne 
>< Thy WUl upon Earthy eall me l>om hence at what 
.<< Time, and in what Manner Tbon {basest: Only 
<< grant, that in my dying Moments*, and in the near 
^ '< Prospects of Eternity, I may rememl)er these my En^ 
^^ gagements to Thee, and may employ my latest Breath 
"in Thy Senrtco! And do. Thoa, liord, when Thom 
^^ jieest the Agonies of 'diss6!viog Natare upon me, re^ 
5' Member ti^s Co^ntmi tpo, eren though I should then be 
.^^ incapable of recollecting iti Looli down, O my Hea« 
,** yeriy Father, w;ith a pitying -Eye, upon Thy languish. 
*^ iug> T^y dying Child; pltioe Thine everiasimg Arm$ 
' <^ underneath'm^ for my Suppt^t; put Streng^.and Coi% 
^' fidence int^ my departing Spirit; and reeeiTe it to ^e 
.^< EmbracejB p^ Thine ererlosting Lovel Welcome it^o 
*^ the Abedes of tbem tht/^slfiepinJesuB (y>, to wait* with 
h them that gl<^npns l>ay, when the last of Thy Promises 
<« to Thy Cojrenant People, shaU be fuifilied. in thdr 
.^. triumphant 9'esarrection, an^^ that (fbundan^ Enfrmce^ 
*^ irhie(ishaiii)ca^tVtf^n?^/o^^9»int<> that ewriastm 
f' ing Kingdom (k), pf whicih Thou hast assured them by 
^^ Thy Coy EN ANT, and ia the Hope of wiiieh J now/ajf 
u h^ldipfiit^ 4^riBg t9 liye ai^ tp i^p jm wltih min0 
".^f Hand on that Hope! 

^' And when I am ihup numbered among, the Dead/ 
5< and aii the Jnt^r^its ^f Mortality ai^vdjrer with me 
^< fpr e<rer, U ikis ^if^emn Memorial should ch^ce to fall 
f^ into the Hands of any mrwing Frfemls^ may it b^ 

' • -.^ . : • • '«:t»i 

Ja) P#el. hr. «^ %. (y) } Theft. |v. H, {$) a P^ 1. 11^ 
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^^rtW If calls of making scnoub' Impressions tafa liid^ 
4^ Mi|idL Sdkey^ ibey r^aid itj aot oftlj 9S ny^Langutgc, 
.^^ init aipitlie^ ovxi ; axidJeafn to fear ike Land nty GOD 
^^ and adth me ^a jat^ Meiv* Trmt /umderthe Shadow of Ilh 
t^ Wing$iiot Timraind far £tepaity\I Andiinay iliey alsa 
>^ letrn to adore viilr me tlut Grace, nthieh iacHnes 
*' ^om Hearts to aaifer into the Caomknt^ and condescends 
^^ to admit as mto it friien: sdriicliiited; ascribing with 
^^ me I and mdi all tlie Natioas of tho Redeemed, totkt 
^^ Ftt^er, tke Son, and ./A« Soigf GJwt^ that Glory, ilo. 
<^ nour, aad Praise, wliich is ao justly, dse to each IKvin^ 
f^ AersoB, for the Part Ha bears in this itlasUriottS Work ! 

t> N. B. For the Sake of those who may;thiak the |>re^ 

ceding Farm of S^^iMkaiiou'toolcmg to be tran. 

-'. : setibed, (as i< is prolMble n^y 'wli^^) I ttave at the 

. Desire of a mach esteemed Triend, added the foK 

. towing Ahridgmeni ofU, which should by ait Meaas 

be atteatiTcly weighed ia arery Cfaase, before it is 

eaecuM; and any W^rd or Phrase whidi may 

seem liable to £xeepiton, chaaged, that the whole 

. ijaart stay coaseat to it all, 

^< Eternal aad eTer4>le8sed Goo! I desire to present 
S^ myadf before Thee, with the deepest Humiliation and^ 
^^ Afoaseaient oT Soill; «ensibie how »a»or/Ay such a 
^4 suafai Worm is, to appear before the Holy Majesty d( 
^y l&awa, tkt Kin^ af King^^iind Lord of Lords, artd 
/^ aapadaliy on such aa Occasion as this, e^en to enter into 
*!• a CavfifrAirr Trunsaction m(h Thee, liiit the Scheme, 
<:f and Haa ff 7%i>ie otcw. Huiie infinite Cond^cefi* 
5^ 4on hatii offered it by Thy Son, aacjl Thy Grace hath 
ff ianclinadaiy He4Ft to^ accent of it. 

h i 'oome therefore, ackn^wledgkig myself to have 
'< be^ a '|;ieat Oifeaddr ; smiting on mif Breust, ^nd sat/* 
'^ i«gf with the humble PubUcan, GOD M m^fdf^t io trie 
f^ dSini^r! t come, incited by <the Nameof TllP|r Son, 
f^ia^;«wholiy trusting In Kis perfect Rightebusiiess ; in* 
« rtcfl^^ing^.that for Hiff 9ak4^ Tboa wilt be mereffni tQ 
f f im/l^tfiighUomsnesM, aad wilt n^wtore re^mber m^ Sinif 
jff,*Hecdve, J beseech Theei Thy fevplted Creature,. 
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rf ^ ^kes mMbsQg aq miiieb t0 tibat ^e tnft^r lie Tiiioe'! ' ^ 

'^ This Pny^ol, if itb t^ HtnxoHb Saie^mityy^iirr^iKfeir 

^^ ff^^r^to Ti^ee. I reoounce all /orm^ jLc^rilr tliatAatT^ 

fii ti^J^€(mH^m mser mef 'aad i 'eooiecvate 46 lliM <jf< 
^^ 4h4U I (m^ tmd all Owi I fum; ike Fii^Milties of mf 
>< Miad^ .t|ke Nuinbdfs «f mf Body, mj vrorMy PMsei^^. 
.<< sipns, niy lliiae, anfl my Iniliieiiee over others ; to te 
5:^ aU u^ed etttMy /or^ 3!%^ ^/bry,.and resolutely enfi. 
>^ ployed in Obedience to Thy Cominaads, as loiig ak 
.^^ Tilo^tQoatiouest jmela life; mth an ardent Desire', 
f ^ and hamMe Resalaikm to ^ontimte Tkins^ tiifoagh all 
f( tJlieenLdieWwAgee odT Etemlty s^ Ef^r IwldiarkyMlir !A 
^^ an attentiYO Posture to obsenre the first Intiraationn of 
^^ 'Thy WUly aad^ready to 8|Mriiig forward^ with Zeft) and 
^\ Joy^ ):# die immediate Execotion of k; ^ 

. << To Thy Gireation also i resign myself, and all f ati 
^^ and have, to be disposed of b^ Thee, la^snfch^ a UfanBeF, 
^^ 83 Thou Shalt in Thine inHnite Wisdom judge most 
.** subscryient to the Purposes of Thy Glory. To Thee 
^< I lea^e the. Management of all Eyents, and say with. 
** out Reserve, Not m^ PVill, but Thine be done; rejoicing 
^^ with a loyal Heart in Thine unlimited Government, 
^^ as What ought to be the Delight of the i^hole Rational 
*^ Creation. 

• ' *^ Use me, O Lord, I beseech Thee, as an Instrument 
f^ of Th^ Service! Number me among Th^ peculiar Peo* 
^^ pie I hei me be washed in the Blood of Thy dear Son ! 
^^ Let me be clothed with His Righteousness I l^t me 
<< be sanctified by Hrs Spirit ! Transform me more and 
^^ more into His Image! Impart to me, through Him, ail 
y^ needful Influences of Thy purifying, cheering, and 
^^ comforting Spirit ! And let my Life be spent under 
*^ those tnfluenees, and* in the I^igitt qf TAy gracious 
<^ Countenance^ as my Father and my Gob ! 

<^ And when the solemn Hour ^ Death com/^^ nuty 
^ r remember this Thy Coy en Ant, well ordered in M 
f^ Things^ und sure^ as tdi m^ Sahution!, and alt my 
^^ ffeUre (a), ihough every otiier Hope 9.^4 Enjoyment is 
f^ p^^ing: ^nd do Thou, O Lord, remember it too'| 
V LooiL doTim witJii Pity, O my Heavenly JTather, on 

r • -^ •■ ■■ ' ' •• - <« Jhy 

,^^)««ain.?xi|i.». 
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^ Thf laagiiisiiiiig dying Child! Eiii^ace tnc in Thine 
' << everiaUing Jrmsf Put Strength and Goniidence into 
<< my departing Spirit ! And recdre it to the Abodes of 
<< ikem tiiat sleep in Jenssy peacefully and joyfully t6 
^^K arait'tlle AcGompUshmcntof Thif gret^ Premise "iJo all 
^< Thy People, even- that of a glorious Resurrection, and 
<^ of eternal Hap^nness In Thine Heavenly Preeence!— ^ 
5^ And if any surviving sFmmf should, when I ^m in thb 
^^ Dust^ meet with /Ais Memariai of ray solemn Trans* 
f ^ aotiona with Thee, may he make ihe Engagement his 
^^ ozAn;' and do Thdu graciously admit him to partake 
'^^ in ail the Blessings of Tht Covenant, through Jissus 
M ikfifgseutMediaior ef U; to #hom with Thee, O 
<< Father, and Thy Holy Spirit, be everlasting Praises 
f^< ascribed, by fl\ the MHliotts who are thus saved by 
<< Thee, and by all those other Celestial Spirits, lA 
#< whose Work aad Blessedness Thou shalt call them to 
M «hax)ei 4men.'^ 



it , ... ' r.-l 
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CIUP. XVIII. 



Of entering into Church Communion -by an 
' Attendance upfon the Lord's Supper:* / 



The Reader^ being already supposed to heme entered trUo 
, Covenantfmth GQJ^<y \, xU Is urged. puUtdy to seal 
. that Engagement at the Table of the U>rd: §.2. (I.) , 
From a View of the Ends for which tJiat Ordinanoe ^ast 
instituted;^, 3. ; Whptice its JJsefutne.ss is strongly 
^ inferred^ §. 4. Jnd(%*) From the Authority of Christy^ 
Appointment ; which is .^^olevinly pressed on tiejOon*' 
science. §. 5. Objections from Apprehensiom of Unj^tm' 
tiessy §. 6. Weakness of Graced SfC. bri^y answered; 
§. 7. At least J serious Tioug^f Illness on this Subject- ' 
is absolutely insisted upon. . § •. 8. The Chapter is olosec([ 
with a Prayer for one^ who desires to attend^ yetjinds.\ 
himself pressed with remaining Doubts* ^^ 

§. 1. X HOPE, this Chapter, will find you by a most 
JL express Consent, become one of Goi>'s Cove- 
nant People,, sbiemnly and cordially cU*Oted'to His-^Se^*' 
Tice: And. it, IS my hearty Prayer, that the Coyenant 
y.ou have made on. Earth .may be ratified in HeaFen.' 
But for yotir further Instraction and Edification ^ive nie* 
leave to remind you, that our Lord Jesus Christ had) np*^ 
pointed a peculiar Manner of expressing our Regard to 
Him, and of solemnly renewing 4n*r Covenant with Hitn f 
-which, though it does not forbid any other i»^oper Way 
of.dotng.it^ must by no me^Sifoo^eiiaftide, or ne^otodi^ 
for any Human Methods, how prudent and e^iedient 
soever they may appear to ns* - . , ■ . « i i- .; » 
§. % Our Lord has wisely ordained, that Hhe Advan- 
tages of Society should he brought into.&elig|oii j and 
-."".!'■ '""*.'.» as 
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as' by nis Command professing ChristiMis a»sembte togew 
ther for other Acts of public Worshi{^ so He has been 
^ pleased to institute a Social OrcUnance^ in which a whole 
Assembly of them is to come to His Table, and there ta 
eat the same Breads and drink the same Cup* And thiii 
they are to do, as a Token of their afiTectionate . JR^mef/f** 
hrame of His dying Love, of their solemn Surrender of 
themselves to God, and of their sincere Love to one unom 
il^^m^WMtkm'FeBow^Christiiuns. . 

§. 3».Tiiat:the6e are indeed the great Ends of the 
Lord*s Supper, I shall not now stay to a^ve at large. You 
need only read what the Apostle Paul hath written in the 
Tenth and Eleventh Chapters of his First Epistle t9 th^> 
Cortnthinns, to contince you fully of this. He thcreT 
efpfe^^iy \mHA^ that our'L^d t6mi^Wi^^iU Breqd 
td bd eaten^ and ffte Win6 to bedranky in Remembrance of 
HUh (a)f or as a C/Onunemoration or Memorial of Him ? 
s^ i1li2Lt as yften, as we attend this Institution, we shew 
fbrth our lord's JDetith, T^hich we at-e tb do even unHl JJe 
cdmeX^i^ Attd it is pavticolarly asserted^ ttt^tthe:Cup 
is the mw Testament in "His Blood (,c) j ,ttiat is, it is a 
Stai of that Covenant which was ratified bv His Blood, 
Jfowli* %^Uia^nt;",iM'in tbnsequence of this, we are 
to approach it with' a Vi6w to. that Cotenant, desiring 
iti^'BW^siiiig^, and yesolying by Diyi^e Grace, to comply 
with its Demands. Oh Ihe whole, therefore, as the 
Apostle speaks, we have Communion in the Bodt^, and the 
Ml»0d ^ Chmi Oik)y ^tid partakitig of His T^BIe dnd! oP 
His Cup, W:^ c^H^ersc with Christ, and join oisrstslTes to 
Ui9t^iV^iQ^p]&;^ a^ ihdsHejathpnis in tl^ic i4olatrous- 
Kites,^ hAi Communion with their Deities, a^ joined' 
tlKeiasely^s^^tiietii; and ih^rJems, by eatings thf^\ Sa»» 
c^^p!^*, cwitwsfed ^ith JEHonrAir, ahd joined thismscites) 
t0:Hi4i4 \U«. fkvther ir^mlnds them, ^mA. though manyy 
they vf^TQitone'Brewi tmd one Body, being ali Pntrtakerjs 
cfthalt ^ne.-Bveud (e), and hmg aU miade ta dHnk into 
one Spirit, (i) ; tiiat is, meeting together as if they were 
bAt.iHl$.Jra«il^i'«o<L<j<4bJing.Jft the Commemoration of 
tliat one Biood,. whidt was their commos Ransom, and 
of their jLo/*£f JesuSy their common fiea4^ N^w it is erk* 
...', -: -\ ci'i •' :; / .'■^■' . \ ' ' ^ . !• ■ ' *4oat, 

'ikS i &^hii}^;y. (c) iVor.xi. k: (d l t!:or. x. 17. ' 
'|h) Tcr. 26. (d) 1 Cor. x. IQ. (f) 1 C«r, xii. 13. 
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OiAp, 18* - % an Adenimce ofi ihe'Lir^i l^fe. ' i^ 

dent ftll th^e Reasotihi^ aire erins^ly applicable to* ^ 
€feristiatis in- succeeding Ages. Permit me, therefbfel' 
l^f the Aiithbritjr of «ur Divine Master, to pr^ss upon- 
yen- the ObserVatlbn of tbis Precept. • 

§. •4- • And ' fetf, me also vSrge it, from the apparent 
T^iidenc^ which" it has to promote ytmr truest AdmiiUnge. 
You are setting out in the Christian Life; and I'haVe r^*' 
minded you at large, of the Opposition you must expect 
tb meet with m it. It is the Love of (Jhrist wWch must' 
sriimate yott to break through all. What then can be' 
Bfiofe desirable than to bear about with' you a lively' 
Sense' ofit? and what can awaken that Sense more 'than 
the Cbritemplation of His. Death as there represenlfed ? 
Who can behold the Bread broken^ and the Wine poured' 
0Ht\ tttid liot to rcffiect how thh Bodi/ of tTl\? blesseH ^Jesus 
was erert torn in Pieces by His SuiTerhigs, and His soared 
Bhod poured forth like Water On the Ground ? Who caa 
thi^df the Hedrt. rending Agonies of the Son of Gob ^ 
as th€^ *Priee of our Redemption and Salvation, and nt>t' 
i(^el'lilst SoW melted ^ith Tenderness, and inflamed with' 
grateful A^efction ? What an exalted View doth it giVe, 
lis of the Blessings of the Go^pel^Covenantj when we con»^ 
; sider It as? e^tahUshed in the Blood of GOlVi only begotten' 
Sdn^ And when we make our Approach to Gbn asTduy 
Heavenly Father, and give up ourselves to His Sier* 
vice in this solemn Mannerj what- an awful Ten(ien'cir! ' 
has it, to fix the Conviction, that tse ere not out- otsfk^^ 
being bought with such a PNce (g) ? What a Tendency* 
lias' it, to guard us against every Temptatidn to thosc^ 
Sins which we have so solemnly; renounced, and to eji-. 
^age our Fidelity to Him to whom we have bound our^ 
Souk a^rcith an Oath ? Well may our Hearts be knitt 
together in mutual Love (h), when Ipvo consider' ontsclve*' 
as 07ie ih Christ (i) : His Blood becomej? th6 C^iiient o^^ 
the Society, joins us id Spirit, not only to each other^.' 
hut tt> dUl that in everif Pla^e caU upon the Nai^eofJesm^ 
ChriH our Lordy both theih and ours^lL): And we an J 
ttcipate in pleasing Hope,, that blei^^d Day, when the' 
Assembly shalf be complete, and wc shall all be for evet^ 
tiiik the Lord (I):. Well may these Views engage us to 

^ ) 1 Co f 4 ^ lOrSOr ' (h) eoK H. 2. . <l) Gal. iMr«8r— 
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demf.intrMdveg^ and to take up 4mr Cross to foUo^ mat 
crucified Matter (m) : Well they aiay thea engage -95 to do 
ont utmost hy Prayer^ and all other suitable Endeavoun^ 
^rre His Followers, and His Friends; ..to selrte those 
whom He hath purc^sed with His Bloody afnd who. are to 
be His Associates, and purs, in the Glories of an happy 
Immortality. 1 

§• 5» It is also the express Institufion and Command of 
our blessed Redeemer^ that the Members of such Sbci^tiea 
should be tenderly solicitous for the spiritu^ . Welfv^ 
of each other : And that, on the whole, His Chqrches 
may be kept pure and holy, that they should Hthdram 
tkemselvesfKom evertf Brother that wfUketh disorderly (n) ; 
that they shbuld mark such as cause Offences or Scandals 
among 'them, contrary to the Doctrine wludi theyhaoe 
learned^ and aooid them (o) ; that if any obey not the Word 
of Christ by His Apostles j they should have no Feliomship 
or Communion with such, that they may be ashamed (p);. 
that they should not eat with such as are notoriously 
irregular in their Behaviour, but on the contrary^ should 
P/ut away from among themselves such wicked Persons (q). 
it is evident therefore, that the Institution of such Societies 
is greatly for the Honour of Christianity,, and for the Ad* 
vantage of its particular Professors. And consequently^ 
every Consideration of Obedience to our common Lord^, 
and of prudent Regard to our own Benefit and that of our 
Brethren, will require, that those who loveour Lord Jesus, 
Chnat in Sincerity , should enter into them, and assemble, 
among them in these their most solemn and peculiar Acta 
of Communion, at His Table. 

§. a. I iutreat yon therefore, and if I may presume 
to sAy it, in His NamCy and by His Authority I ^karge 
it on your Conspience, that this Precept of our dying 
tiord go not, as it were, for nothing with you, but 
that, if you indeed, love Him, you keep this, as well as 

the rest of His Commandments 1 know you may be 

ready to form Objections, I have elsewhere debated 
iffaoy of the Chief of them at large, and I hope, not 
without some gopd'E0ect^. The great Question is that 

which 

(ni) Matt. xvi. 84. (n) 2 ThesB. iit. 6. (•) Rom. xvi. 17. 
(p) 9 Th«S3. Hi. 14. (q) 1 C«r. v. 11, IS. 

'■■ "i", TT-. ? 1 ' "I I ■ V ■ * *>■ 

« S9e$!^i^I^t$rth*tf9tf$*rpMnLiaif0»n$l?€r^nt^ 
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which relates to your being prepared for a worthy Atiend^ 
»nce: And in Conjttnctit>n with what ha^ been said be- 
fore, I think thai may be brought to a Hty short Issue. 
HaTeyau^ so far as you know your own Heart, been 
sincere in that deliberate Surrender of yourself to GODy 
through Christy which I recommended in the former Chap- * 
ter ? If you have, (whether it were with or without the 
particular Form or Manner of doing it there recommended) 
you hare certainly taken hold of the Covenant y and there- 
lore have a Right to the Seal of it. And there is not, and 
cannot be any other View of the Ordinance, in which 
you can have any farther Objection to it. If you desire 
to remember Christ's DeatJiy if you desire to renew the 
Dedication of yourself . to God through Him, if yOa 
w<iuld list yourself among His People, if you would love 
them and do them Good according to your Ability, and, 
on the Whole, would not allow yourself in the Practice 
of Sixty one known Sin, or in the Omission of one known 
Duty, then I will venture confidently to isay, not only 
that you may be welcome to the Ordinance^ but that U 
voas imtitutedfor such as ifou. 

§. 7. As for other ObjtctionSy a few Words may suffice 
by Way of Reply. The Weakness of the religious Prin^ ^ 
ciple in your Soul, if it be really implanted there, is so 
far from being an Argument against your seeking such 
a Method to strengthen it, that It rather strongly en- 
forces the Necessity of doing it.— -^ — The Neglect of this 
Solemnity^ by so many that call themselves Christians^ 
should rather engage you to so much the more to distinguish 
your Zeal for an Institution, in this Respect so much 

slighted and injured. ^And as for the Fears of aggro* 

voting Guilt in Case of Apostacy^ do not indulge them. 
This may, by the Divine Blessing, be an effectual Rem.edy 
against. the £vil you fear; and it is certain, that after 
what yoii must already jiave known and felt, before 
you could be brought into your present Situation, (on 
tliQ Sttppj9«itions I have now been making,) there can be 
no Room to think of a Retreat ; no Room, even for the 
wretched Hope of being \ess miserable than the Generality 
. of those that have perished. Your Scheme therefore 
must be, to make ^otir Salvation as sure^ and to make it 
as glorious as. possil|le j and I know not; any Appointment 
N of 
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of our blessed Rede^er, which may have a mor^ cdm* 
^rtabie Aspect upoft thstfc blessed End^ tha&.tbis ivhich 
I am recommeRding to you. 

§.8. One Thing I ivpoM' at feast insist uport^ and I see 
not with what Face it ean be denied. I mean, that joi^ 
should t(^ this Matter inte a serious Consider aiion:ThaJb 
you should diligently cnquife^ ^^ whether you have Rea«^' 

, '^' son in your Conscience to beficTe it is the Will of 
^< G OD- you should now approach to the Ordiaaace^. or 

^ '^ not:" And that you should continue your Reflections^ 
your Enquiries, and your Pray »^, tilt youfiad farther 
Encouragement to come, if that Encouragemeiit be 
hitherto wanting. Far of this be assured, that a State ^n 
which yon are on the whole unfit io approad^ this 
Ordinance, is a State in whidb you are destitute of the 
necessary Freparattons for Death and Heaven ; in which, 
thereft>re, if you would not allow yourselves toshunbep 
on tfie Brink of Destrustion^ you ought uot t» vest so 
inach as oue single Day. 

• » 

A Prayer /or one, who earnestly desires to approadt ibe^ 
Table of the Lord, i/et has some remaining Doubts eon^ 
cerning his Right to thai solemn Ordinance. 

« "OLESSED LORD, I adore Thy wise and gracious: 
JL^ ^^ Appointments, for the Edificatioi^ of Thy 
<<- Church in lioltness and in Lore. I thank Thee, that 
^' Thou hast commanded Thy Sefvants, to form them- 
^ selves into Societies; awl I adore my gracious Saviour, 
^^ who hath insttttded, as with His d^ing Breath, the holy 
** Solemnity of His Supper, to be through all Ages a 
^' Memorial of His dying Love, and aBondofihat Union 
^' which it is His Sovereign Pleasure that His People 
^ should preserve. I hope Thou, Lord, art Witness to^ 
<^ the Sincerity^ with which I desire to ghe myself up 
*< to Tbee ; and that I may cali Thee to rbcord on my 
^^ S(0uiy that if I now Imitate about this particular Man* 
♦^ ncr of doing it,- it b not because I would ailow my- 
*' self to break any of Thy Commands^ or to slight any 
•^ of Thy Favours. I'trtist Thou knowest that my pre. 
^ sent Delay arises only from ifty Uncertainty as to my 
** JDuty^ .,aod ft JFear of ptofaniag %oly Things by . a» 

• f^ unworthy 
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Ufva^fiJHf Approach to th^m. Yet surely, O Lord, if 
Thott hast gWen me a Reverence for Thy Command^ 
a l>esire of Commi/inioQ 'with Thee, and a WiUingnesa 
iM devote myself wholly to Thy SerTice, I may re« 
gard It as ^ Token- for Good, that Thou art disposed 
to receive me, and that I am not wholly unqualified 
for an Ordinance, which I so highly honour, and so' 
earnestly desire. I therefore^ make it my hnmbl^ 
Request liuto Thee^ O Lord, this Day, that Thoa 
wouldst graciously be pleased to instruct me in m^ 
Duty, and to teaJt me the Way^' uhich I should take* 
Examine me^ O Lord^ and prove me, try my Reins and 
my Heart (r) ! Is there any i^ecret Sin, to the Lor^ 
and Practice of which I would indulge ? Is there any 
of Thy Precepts, in the habitual Breach of which I 
would allow myself ? I Trust, I can appeal to Thea 
as a Witness, that there is not. Let me not then 
wrong mine own Soul, by a causeless and sinful Ab* 
sence from Thy silcred Table t But grant, O Lord, I 
beseech Thee, that Thy Word, Thy Providence, and 
Thy Spirit may so concur, as to make my Way plain 
before me (s) ! ScatteV my remaining Doubts, if Thov^ 
seest that they have no just Foundation ! Fill me with 
z more assured f'aith, with a more ardent Love ; and 
plead Thine own Cause with my Heart in such a Man« 
ner, as that I mav not be able any longer to delay 
that Approach, which, if I am Thy Servant indeed^ 
IS equally my Duty and my Privilege! In the meam 
Time, grant, that it may never be long out of my 
Thoughts I But that I may give all Diligence, if there 
be any remaining Occasion of Doubt, to remove it 
by a more affectionate Concern to avoid whatever i9 
displeasing to the Eyes of Thine Holiness, and tp 
practise the full Extent of my D^ty \ Miy the Views 
of Christ crucified^ be so familiar to my Mind, and may 
a Sense of His dying Love^no powerfully constraint my 
Soui^* that my ovTn growing Experience may put jit 
out of all Question, that I am one of those for whom 
He intended this Feast of Love I 
" And even now, as joined to Thy Churches in Spirit 
and in Love, though not in fo express and intimate a 
N a ^ « Bon4 

(r) Fsid. xxvi. 8, (t) Pwv, XV. 19, 
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<^; Bond as. I could wish, would I heartily pray, that TAy 
" Blessing may beonaU Thy People : That Thou wouldst 
^' feed Thine Heritage^ and Ifft ihem up far ever (t) ! 
<^ May er«ry Christian Society flourish in Knowledge^ in 
^^ Holiness, and in Lore! May all Thy Priests be clothed 
^^ zcith Salvaiipny that by their Means Thy chosen People 
^' may be made Joyful (u) ! And may there be a glort-' 
*' ous Accession to Thy Churches every where, of those 
^^ who msijjly to them as a Cloudy and as Doves to their 
<' IVindom (w)! May Thy liable, O Lord, be furnished 
^^ mth Guests (x) ; and may all that /o2?e 7% Salvation 
^' jiay^ Let the Lord be meignifiedy who hath Pleasure in the 
" Prosperity of His Servants (y) ! And I earnestly pray, 
^^ that all who. profess to, h€fz>e. received .Christ Jesus the 
^^ Lordy may be duly careful to walk in Him (z) ; and 
^^ that wc may all be preparing for the general Assembly 
'^ of the First-boruy and may join in. that nobler and . 
^' more immediate Worship, where all these Types and 
^^ Shadows shall be kud aside; where eren' these Memo* 
^' rials shall be no lo«iger necessary ; but a Jiylng, present 
■^' Redeemer shall be the. everlasting Joy of those, who 
^" here in His Absence haye delighted to commemorate His 
«' Death ! Amen.'* " 

(t") Psal. xxTiii. 9. (w) Isa. Ix. 8. (y) Psal. xxxv. St. 

(u) Psal. cxxxii. 16. (x) Matt. xxii. 10. (z) Col. ii. 6. 

■* _ ■ ■ ■ 

N* 9. I purposed to have added something here, cohceraing a 
ftgular Approach to the Lord's Table^ a proper AHonimtu upon it^ 
and »Qitablc( R^ections after it: Bat I find this Work^well undet^ 
my Hand, beyond what I at first expected ; aodtherefore, as these 
'Articles have been bandied by so inany valuable Writers, I chus^ 
-to refer to them^ and particularly to X>r. EarTs Saoramental Exer*- 
cises, and Mr^ Grove* $ Devotional Bxerciset relating to the Lor4*s 
Supper : Books which I think relharkably excellent in their Kind, 
and which may be had at very easy Rates. Yet for the farther 
Assistance of devdut Communicants, I have S4>me Thoughts of 
{Hibltahilig a small Volume of Sacramental Meiitittions on Select 
Tejtts of Scripture^ if God spare me to finish vay'ExpotiHon on the 
New Testamentj and some other Piecct) which I have now In 
Hand. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX, 

Some more particular Directions for maintain- 
' ing continual Communion with God, or 
being in His Fear all the Day long. . 

J. Letter to a pious Friend on this Subject introduced 
here. ^. 1/ A General Plan of Directions y §• 2. [I.} 
For the Beginning of the Dai/: §.3, (1.) iJfling up 
the Heart to GOD at our first Awakening: §. 4. (2.) 
Setting ourselves to the secret Devotions of the Morn^ 
ing; Kith Respect to zchich particular Advices are 

giveuy §. 5 10. [II.] For the Progress of the 

Day: §. 11. Directions are given concerning^ (1.) 
Seriousness in Devotion^ §. 12. C^.)- Diligence in 
Jiusinessy §-13. (3.) Prudence in Recreations ^ §.14. 
,(4.) Observation of Providences^ §. 15. (5.) Watch* 
fulness against TemptationSy §. 16. (6.) Dependance 
on Divine Influences y §.17. (7.) Government of the 
Thoughts when in Solitude y §. 18."^ (8.) Management 
of Discourse in Company y §. 19. [III.] For the Conw 
^elusion of the Day: §. 20. (1.) With the secret 
Devotions of the Eveningy §. 21. Directions for Self ^^ 
Examination aJt largCy §. ^2, 23. (2.) Lying dozen' 
Kith a proper Temper y §. 24. Conclusion of the Letter ^ 
§. 25. and of the Chaptery §. 26. With a serious Viexp 
of Deathy pr(fper jto betaken a^jthe cl6se of the Day, 

§. 1. T WOULD iiope, tiiatjupon serious Considera. 
X tion, Self-ExaminatioB, and Prayer, the Reader 
may by this Time be come to a Resolution to attend tfao 
Table of the Lord, and to seal his Vows there. . I will 
i^ow suppose thajt spleijim'Ti'ansactipn tp be oyer, or some 

other 
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other deliberate Act to hare passed hj vfhich he has 
given himself up to the Service of God ; and that hb 
Concern now is to enquire^ how he may act according 
to the Vows of GOD which are upon him. Now for his 
farther Assistance here, besides the General View I hava 
already given of the Christian Temper and Character, I 
will propose some more particular Directions, relating 
to maintain that devout, spiritual, and heavenly Cha- 
racter, which may, in the Language of Scripture, be. 
called u daUy walking zciihGod^ or being in Mis Fear alt 
^ the Da^ long (a). And I know not how I can express 
the Idea and Plan, which I have formed qf this, in a 
more clear aiid distinct Manner than I did in a Leiier^ 
which I wrote many Years ago* to a Young Person of 
eminent Piety, with whom I had then an intimate 
Friendship; and who, to the great Grief of all that 
knew him, died a few Months after he received it. Yet 
J hope he lived long enough to reduce the Directions 
into Practice f which I wish and pray that every Reader 
piay do, so far as fhey may properly suit his Capacities 
and Circumstances in Life, considering it as if addressed 
to himself. » ■ I say, (and desire it may be observed,) 
that I wish my Readejr may act on these Directions, so 
fur as they may properly suit his Capacities and Circum^ 
stances in Life; for I would be far frdm laying down the 
following Particulars us universal Rules for «//, or for 
any one Person in the World, at all Times, J^et them 
jbe practised by tho»e that are able, and when they have 
Leisure: And when you cannot reach them all, come 
as near the most important c»f them as you conveniently 
can. — With this Precaution I proceed to ^the Letter^ 
which I would hope, after this previous Care to guard 
against the Danger of mistaking it, will not discourage 
any the weakest Christian. Let us humbly and cheer, 
fully do our best, and rejoice that we have so gracious a 
Father who knows all our Infirmities, and so compas** 
iionaie an High Priest to recommend to Divine Accep- 
tance the feeblest Effdrts of sincere Duty and Love I 

(b) rrov. x%nl IT. • N. B. It was in the Year 1721. 
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My de&r Frien4y 

Since ycm desire niy Thonglits In Writing, and at 
large, oh the Subject -eX our late Conversation^ vtz» 
^' By what particular Methods ivi out daily Conduct, a 
*' Life of Derotioa and Usefulness may be most hap. 
f^ pily roaiotatned and secured l"^* I 'set myself with 
Oheerfulncss, to .recollect and digest the .Hints which I 
then gave yon; hoping it may be of sofipe Service to 
you in yoiir most impartant.Interestv; and ma^ also fix 
an iny own Min^ a deeper Sense of my^ Obligations to 
foxern my own Life by the Rules I dffe4* .*o-others, I 
esteem jSittempts of tMs Kind among the i^leasantest 
Fruits, and tlie surest Cements of Friend^p, and as I 
hope om's will -last for over, I am persuaded a mutual 
Care to i^erjsh Seutiments^ of this Kind will add .c^erlaiit* 
kig Endeannents to it. 

^. % The Directions yon will expect from me on this 
Occasi<>n, naturally divide themsekes into Three iie^s^ 

How we are to regard Gop, in^ the Beginning- 

the Progress^ and the Clo^e of the I>^2f, I will lOpen 

my Heart freely to you with regard to each, and ^w'ill 
lca,ve you to judge how i^ar tJiese*^Hi|its may suit yp.\ijr 
iDircumstances; aimjug at least to keep between the 
Extremes,' of a supei'stitious Strictness in T;*iiles, and of 
an indoknt Remissness, which, if admittedin little Things^ 
Knay draw after it crimiaal Neglects, and at length more 
criminal Indulgences. 

^. 3. {!.] In the Beginning qf4he Datf: It should 

certainly be pur Care, to iifi up our Hearts to GOD^ 

as soon as we wake, and while we a.re arising y^ — amt 
then, to s(^ oursclres serioHsly and immediately to th^ 
$(xrpt Devotions of the Mornings 

%, 4. jPor the fitht of these, it seems ex^eedingTy 
ffatural. There are so many Things that may suggest '41 
great Variety of pious Reflections and Ejaculations^ 
which are so obvious, that one would think a serious 
]VIind could hardly miss them. The Ease and^Cheerfuii* 
ness of 9ur Miad at <^uf first Awakeninjg ; tho Refresh* 

»eo|i 
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mcnt we find from Sleep ; the Security we have enjoyed 
in that defenceless State ; the Proyisfon of warm and de- 
cent Apparel j the cheerful Light of the returning Sun ; 
or even, (which is not nnfit to mention to^ou,) the Con- 
triyance& of Art, tai^ht and furnished by the great Author 
of all our Conyeniences, to supply us with many useful 
Hours of Life in the Absence of the Sun ; the Hope of 
reti^ruing to the dear Society of onr Friends ; the Prospect 
of spending another Day, in the Service of God, and the 
fmproTement of our own Minds; and above all, the 
lively Hope of a joyful Resurrection to an eternal Day 
of Happiness and Glory : Any of these Particulars, and 
many more which I do not mention, may furnish us> with 
Matter of pleasing Reflection, and cheerful Prajse, while 
we are rising. And for our farther Assistance, when 
we are alone at this Time, it may not be improper to 
speak sometimes to ourselves, and sometimes to onr 
Heavenly Father, in the natural Expressions of Joy and 
Thankfulness. - Permit me, Sir^ to add, tJiat if we find 
DUjr Hearts in such a Frame at our first awakening, even 
that is just Matter of Praise, and the rather, as perhaps 
it is an Answer to the Prayer with which we lay down. 

§. 5. For the Exercise of secret Devotion in the Mornm 
ing^ which I hope will generally be our first Work, I 
cannot prescribe an exact Method to another. You 
must^ my dear Friend, consult your own Taste in some 
Measure. The constituent Parts of the Service, arc in 
the general Plain. Wei*e I to propose a particular Model 
for those, who have Half, or Thrce-Quarters of an Hour 
at Command, (which with prudent Conduct I suppose 
most may have) it should be this : 

§. 6. To begin the stated Devotions. of the Day vriih 
a solemn Act of Praise^ offered to Gon on our Knees, 
gjod generally with a low, yet distinct Toice ; acknow« 
Icdging the Mercies we had been reflecting on while 
rising; never forgetting to mention Christy as the great 
Foundation ef all our Enjoyments and our Hopes, or to 
return Thanks for the Influences of the blessed Spirit, 
which have led our Hearts to Gon, or are then engaging 
us to seek Him. This, as well as other Offices of De- 
votion afterwards mentioned, must be done attentively 
and sincerely ; for not to offer our Praises Iteartiij^j is in 

' the 
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^e ^hi of God not to praise Him at all. This Address 
of Praise may properly be concluded wi& an eiLpre^ 
Reiiewai of our CoTenant with God, declaring our conti« 
ntteid repeated Resolution of being devoted to Him, and 
particuiarl J of liring to His Glory the ensuing Day. 

§. 7. It may be proper after this, to take a Prospect of 
the D'a^ before us^ so far as we can probably foresee in the 
general, where ^and how it may be spent ; and seriously to 
reflect, " How shall I employ myself for God this Day ? 
*^ What Business is ' to^ "be done, and in what Order ? 
*^ . What Oppdrtuttities may I expect, either of doing, or 
^^ of recelTing: Good? What Temptations am I like to be 
M assaulted with, in any: Place, Company, or Circnm- 
^^ stance, which may probably occuFr ? In what Insta:nce8 
^^ have I lately failed ? And how shall I be safest now ?'' 

§. 8. After this Review, it would be proper to offer 
up a short Tracer ^ begging, that God would quicken us 
to each of these foreseen Duties ; that He would fortify 
us against each of these apprehended lingers ; that He 
would grant us Success in such or such a Business under* 
taken for His .Glory : and also, that He would help us^ 
io discover aqd improve unforeseen Opportunities, to 
resist unexpected TeiinptatioDS^ and to bear patiently, and 
religiously 9 any Afflictloos which md.y surprise na in the 
Day on which we are entering. 

4* ^* I would adyise you after this to read somePorm 
Hon of Scripture ; not a great deal, nor the whdle Bible in 
its Course \ but some select Lessons out of its most useful 
Parts, perhaps ^Ten or Twelve Verses; not troubling 
yourself mueh about the exact Connection, or other Criw^ 
tical Niceties^ whieh may occur, (though at other Times 
I would recommend them to your Enquiry, as you have 
Ability and Opportunity;) but considering them merely 
in a devotional and practical View. Here take such In* 
structions as readily present themselves to your Thoughts^ 
repeat them over to your own Conscience, and charge 
your Heart religiously to observe them and aetnpon them^ 
under a !Sense of the Divine Authority which attends 
them. And i^^^ prayover the Substance of this Scrip- 
ture .with yonrTBible open before you, it may impress 
your Memory aad your. He^rt ^et more deeply, ^d may 

. . form 
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Sorm yen to » CopioosDess aisd Variety y both of Thongli^ 
aiad £xpr€flsiim in Prayer* 

. ^. 1^. it nught be proper to dose tkese Derotioni^' 
, «p|th F<0^ or Hi^mn: And I rejoice tiritii you, tha^ 
through the pious Care of Dr.! WiUit^f and some other 
Sacred Poets, we are provided with so rich a Variety for 
the Assistance of ;the Closet and Family on these Occs^. 
fiions, as wdl as for the Service of tiie Saactnary. 

• 4o n* III*] The most material Diireciians whidi hare 
occurred to rae, relating to the Progress of the Da^^ wrer 

these;' ^That wc be serious in the Devotions of tiie 

Day;*?— that we be diligent in the Business of it, that 

is, in the Prosecution of onr worldly Callings ; that 

we be temperate and prudent in the Recreations of it ; 
•*- — -4h^t we carefully remark the Providences of the 
jQay ;---^-^that we cautiously gaurd against the TYimpta^ 

. Hans of it; that we keep up a lively and humble X)e« 

pendance upon the Divine Ir^uence^ suitable to erery 

Emergency of it ; ^-that we govern our IJioughts ael/^ 

in the Solitude of ti^ D&y,*— and our Discourses welly 
in the Conversations of it. These, Sir^ were the Headu 
of a Sermon which you lately heard me preach on thi9 
Occasion, and to which I know you referred in that Re* 
i|nest which I am now Endeavouring to answer. I will 
therefore touch upon tiie most materia,! flints, lyhtc^ 
Mi under each of these Particulars. 

§• 12. (1.) For Seriousness in Devotion^ whether 
Public or Domestic : Let us' take a few Moments, bcy^ 
fare we enter upon such Solemnities^ to pftuse, ^.nd reflect, 
on the Perfections of the Gaji we are addressing to, oi| 
the Importance of the Business we are coming about, on 
the Pleasure and Advantage of a r^ular and devout At-, 
tendance, aud on the Guilt apd Folly of an Hypocritical 
i<'ormaUty« When engaged, jet us' maintain a strict 
Watchfulness over our own Spirits, and check the fi^st 
Wanderings of Thought. And when the Duty is overy 
let us immediately reflect oh the Manner in which it has 
been performed, and ask our owiji Consciences whether 
we have Reason to conclude, thaty^^SLre accepted of GOD 
in it ? For there is a certai^Manner of going through thesQ 
Offices, which our own Hearts will immediately tel| us, 

' ' - '■ if 
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it U impess^Hefor GOO to approve : Ajidif we liave in^ 
adv^eatly fallen into it^ we otight to, be de^lj humbled 
before Gop for it, lest our ver^iPra^er become Sin (b). 

§. 13. (^) As for the Hours of worldly Business $ 
whether it be, as with you, that of the Hands ? or whether 
it be the Labour of a learned liife, not immediately relating 
to Religious Matters : IM us set to the Prosecution of it 
with a Sense of Goi^^s Authority, and with a Regard ta 
His Glory. I«et us avoid a preaming^ Sluggish, Indolent 
Temper, which nods over Us Worky and does only the 
Pn$iness of One Hour in Two or Three. In Opposition 
to this, which runs through the Life of some People^ who 
yet think they are never Idle, let us endeavour to dis* 
patch as much as we well can in a little Time ; consi* 
dering, that it is but a little we have in all. And let ui 
be habitually sensible of the Need we ha^e of the Diving 
Blessing, to make our Labours successful. . 

\. 14. (3.) For Seasons <^ Diversion : hot ns tak« 
Care, that our Recreations be well chosen;, that they be 
pursued with a good Intention, to £t us for a r«iewed 
Application to the Labours of Life ; and thus, that thejr 
be only used In Subordination to the Honour of God^ 
the great End of all our Actions. Let us take Heed 
that our Hearts be not estranged from God by them ; 
and that they do not take up too much of our Time i 
Always remembering, that the Faculties of the Human . 
Nature, and the Advantages of the Christian Revelation^ 
were not given us4n vain; but that we are always to ba 
in Pursuit of some great and honourable End,* and to 
indulge ourselves in Amusements and Diversions no far- 
/ther, than as they make a Pari in a Scheme^ of rational 
aiid -manly, benevolent and pious Conduct. 

§. 15* (4.)Forihe06servaiionof Providences: It ^iVL 
pe useful to regard the Divine Interposition in our Com* 
forts tnd m our Afflictions, In our Comforts^ whether 
more common or extraordinary : That we find ourselveft 
in continued Health; that wo are furnished with Food 
for Support and Pleasure ; that ive have so many agreed 
able IV'ayi of employing our Time ; that we have-so many 
Fdendsy and those so good, and so happy ; that ow 
Business eoes on prosperously; that we go out and come 
'■■■.'■■ ia 

(b) Psal. cix. 7. 
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In safel J ; and ^at we et\^&y CemposUi^ and Cheerfiiliiej« 
,bf Spirit, without- Whibh nothing else GduW b0 enjoyed « 
All these should be. regarded to ProvidetttuU Faooursi 
and dae Atkiiowledgmi^ts should be made to Goo oa 
these Aceo'ttfits, as -We pass tiirough stidi agreeable 
Scenes. Oa the other Hand, Providence is to be regarded 

- in every ^Disappointment, in every Loss, in every Pain^ 
to every. Instance 'of ^Vjnkindness, from those who have 
lirofessed Friendship z And we should endeavour to argue 
ourselves into a patient Submission^ from this Consi- 
deration, that the Hand of GOD is alwa3rs mediately, 
if not immediately in each of them \ and that if they 
are not i properly the Woi^ of Providence, they are at 
least ftnckr its Direction. It is a Reflection, which we 
should particularly make witb Relation to tho^e little 
^ms jieddents (as we are feady te call them), and thosa 
Infirmities and Follies in the Temper and CoiHiuct of onr 

. iotimate Fnends, which mxy else be ready to discom- 
fiose .lis. And it is the aiore necessary to guard our 
Minds <. here, as Wise and good. Men often lose the 
Command of ihemseivcs on these comparatively little 
Occasions ; virho calling up Reason and Religion to their 
Assistance, stand the Shock of great Calamities wiA 
l^'ortitude and Resolution. 

I § 164 (5.) For JVatchfulness against iTemptations: It 
JB necessary,' when .changing our Place, or our Bmploy- 
jncat, to reflect, ^'.What Snares attend me here?" And 
mA this shauld be our habitual : Care, so we should espe* 
ciallyguacd. against those Snares which in the Morning' 
we foresaw. And when we are entering on those Cir^ 
cumstanoes in which we expected the Assault, we ^ould 
reflect, 'especially if it. be a Matter of great Importance, 
f.' Now <^e Combat is going to begin : Ndw God and 
f' tbe blessed Angels are observing, . what Constancy^ 
f^ what Fortitude there is in my Soul, and how far the 
^^ Divine Authority, and tiie Remembrance of my own 
*' Prayers actd ReaokitiofiSy -will we^h with me, when it 
h comes to a Trial." 

•;:.§» 17. (6.) As for Dependonce on Divine Grace -and 
^{fiuence ; it mmt be universal: And siufce we always 

n^ it,. w» mu8| never forget that Necpasity. A Moment 
Bfent in humble fervent Breathing after the Communis 

0l\9 
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ons'of ihe KTineAssistflaiGe maj do more Good,>thali 
tnanj Mitiutes * sjbettt. in mere Reasonings: and though 
indeed this sboiila not bCviieg^ctedj)Bince the Light of 
Reason ift a Kind of- Divine Iliuniination ; yet still it 
onghi to be pursued in a* due Sense of our Dependanc^a 
on the Father of £%A/5,' or where i^e think ourseh^ 
zBtsest^'^emzy become^ vain in otiFi Imaginations (c), Ijet 
us therefore ^hra^ystailupon^larOD; dad say, for Instance^ 
when we ai*e going to pray^ '^ Lord^i ^x my Attention i 
^^ Awaken my hdy Atfeotions, and jpour out upon 
«^ me the Spirit of Grace and of Supplication (d)!" 
Whifen taking up the Bible^ or' any other good Bookj 
^^'Open Thou mine JE^es, thtU I may behold wondrous 
<' Things out 4>f Thy Law ^e)'! Enlighten mine Under. 
^^: standing ! Warm my Heart ! May ray good Resolutions 
<^ be confirmed, and all the Course of my Life in a propet 
<^ Maoner regulated !'* When addressing ourselves to 
any. worldly Business^ " Lord, prosper Thou the Work 
^^ of mine Hands upon me (f )«: and give. Thy Blessing to 
.<< my honest Endeavours I" \Vhen going' to any Kind of 
£«creation, '' Lord, bless my Refreshments! Let me 
:^i not forget T^ee in them, but still keep Thy Glory 
*' in View I" Wheii comijig into Company,**^ Lord, may 
^^. I do,' and get Good! Let no corrupt. CommunibtUiou 
f*5 proceed^ oiU\of my. Mouthy but that zchich is goad t9 
M the Use of edifyingythat it may mimster 6hnace to the 
^' Hearers\%yy When entering upon Diififiultfi€8^'"i Lord, 
** gi?e me that Wisdom^ viYiich. is profitable to dared* 
** (h).! Teachme ThyWays^ and lead me in a plain Pathl 
*< (i).".- When encountering with Temptation^ '^^Let 
^^ Thy^ Strength^ O gracious Redeemer, be made perfect 
<< in my Weakness {i)V^ These Instances may illustcate 
the Design of this l]^cectia% though they be. far from a 
complete Eaumeration of all the Circumstances in whleh 
it is^ to be regarded. . , 

§. 18. (70 For the Government of our Thoughts in 
Solitude: Let us accustom ourselres, on all Occasions, 
to ex^cise a due Command over our Thoughts-' Let us 
take Care of those Entanglements of Passion, and those 
. , . Attachments 

CcV Rom, I. 91, S2. (e) Psal. cxix. IS: X«) Eph. iv.'s^, ' 
Yd) 2e€li.*xiii M>. (f) Psa!. xc. JT- - (h) Rcclcs. x. la 
(1) Psal xxvU. 11. (k) S Cor. xii. 9. 
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AitacIiiDeii^ io any'presentrliiiBresi and Viewy y»}atik 
would deprive us of our Power. oTer ihem. Let m set 
before us some profitable Subject 6f Thought : Such as 
^e Perfections^ 6f the blessed 6qi>, thie Love of Christy 
the Value of Tone, the Certainty and Importance of 
Death and Judgment, and the Eternity of Happiness 
or Misery which is to follow. Let us also at such Inter* 
yals reflect, on what we'haVe obseryed as to the State of 
CMir own Souls, 'itrith Regard to the Advance or Decline 
of Religion ; or on the last Sermon we have heard, or 
on the last Portion of Scripture we hare read^ You may 
perhaps, in this Connection, Sir^ recollect what I baye 
(if I remember right,) proposed to you in Conyersation i 
that it might be ^ery useful to sel^t^ome one Verse of 
Scripture, which we had met ^ith in the Morning, and 
to treasure it up in our Mittd, resolving to think of thqf 
at »»y Time wh^d we are at a loss for Matter of pious 
Reflection, in any Intervals of Leisure for entering 4ipoa 
it This will often be j^ a Spring, from whence many 
profitable and delightful Thoughts may arise, which per. 
haps we did not before see in that Connection and Force. 
Or if it should not be so, yet I ara^ persuaded it will be 
tnuch better to repeat the same Scripture in our Mind 
an Hundred Times in a Day, with some pi6us Ejacula^ 
4ion formed upon it, than to leave our Thought^ at 
the Mercy of all those various Trifles, which may other* 
.wise intrude upon us ; the Variety of which will be far 
from making Amends for their Vanity. 
_' §. 19. (8.) Lastly, for tlie Government of our Dhm 
course in Company : We should take great Care, that 
tiothing may escape us, which can expose us, or our 
Christian Profession, to Censure ^nd Reproach : Nothing 
injurious to those that are absent, or to those that are 
.present ; nothing malignant, nothing insincere, nothing 
which may corrupt, nothing which may provoke, nothing 
'whioii may mislead those l,bout us. Nor should we by 
any Means be content, that what we say is innocent ; it 
^ould be oixr Desire, that it may be edifying to ourselves 
and others. In this View, we should endeavour to 
have some Subject of useful Discourse always ready ; in 
which we may he assisted by the Hints given about 
Furniture for Tbo»ght, under die former H^* -We 

should 
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should* watch for decent OpportuBitie$ of introduciag 
useful Refleotimis; and if a pious Friend attempt tii 
do k, we should endeavour to second it immediately. 
When the CoiiTer8ath>it does not turn directly on Religioui 
Subjects, we should endeayouE to make k improving 
some other Way: We should reflect on the Charact^ 
and Capacities of our Company, that we may lead tbem 
to talk of what they understai^ best; for their Discourses 
on those Subjects will probably he most pleasing to them* 
selves, as well as most useful to us. And in Pauses of 
Discourse, it may not be improper to lift up an hol^ 
Ejactdaiion to Gon^ that His Grace may a^ist us and ou# 
Friends, in our Endeavours to do Good to each other ; 
that all we say, attd do, may be worthy the Character of 
ftasonable Creatures aikl of Christians. 

§. 90* [in.] The Directions' for a religious Closing of 
the Daff^ whidi I shall here mention, are onty T\o6.-^ 
Tui^t us seeto It, that tlie secret Duties of the Evening ht 
well performed. And let us lie doton.Qrx our Beds m a 
]^tts Frame. 

§,21. (1.) For secret Devotion- in the Evening^ I 
would propose a Method something different from that 
in the Morning; but still, as then, with due Allowanced 
for Circumstances, which may make unthought of Altera- 
tions proper. I should, Sirj advise to read a Portioii 
of Scripture in the first Place, with suitable l^eilcctions^ 
and Prayer, as above: Then to read a Hymn, of 
Psalm : After this to enter on Self-Examination, to bo 
followed by a longer Prayer than that which followed 
Reading, to be formed on this Review of the Day^ i^ In 
this Address to the Throne of XSrace it will be highlj^ 
proper, to entreat that God would pardon the Omission^ 
and Offences of the Day 5 to praise 'Him for M^ie§ 
Temporal and SpiHtnal ; to recommend durselves to dliS 
Protection for th^ ensuing Night ; with proper Petition^ 
for others, whom we^ ought to 4)ear on oUr Hearts "before 
Dim ; and particularly, for those Friends with whom- We 
have converged or corresponded, i» the pre<5ediiig.Day. 
Many- other Concerns will < occur, boith ii^ Morning and 
EveiuBg Prayer, which I have not here Iwtcd at j but I 

did 
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did n6t ap(»rehend that a full Enumeration of these^hingi 
belonged) by aAy Means, to our present Purpose. 

%. 22. Before I quit this Head, I must take the Liberty 
to remind yoa, that Self^Examinadan is so important 
a Duty, that it will be worth our while to spend a 
few Words upon it. And this Branch of it is so easy, 
that wheii we have proper Questions- before us, any Per. 
son of a common Understanding may hope to go through 

* it with Advantage under a Divine -Blessing. I offer you 

1^ , therefore, the foUotsing Queries^ which I hope you wil)^ 

with such Alterations as yon may judge requisite, keep 

near yon far daify Usei ^^ Did I awake as with God this 

^ ^^ Morning, and rise with a grateful Sense of His Goodness? 

I ** How were the secret Devotions of the Morning per* 

<^ formed ? Did I offer my solemfn Praises, and renew the 
*' Dedicatipn of myself to God, with becoming Attention 
** and suitable Affections? Did I lay my > Scheme for 
^^ the Business of tlie Day, wisely and well ? How did 
<^ I read the Scripture^ or any other Detotional or 
f ^ Practical Piece, which I might afterwards conveniently 
^^ rcyiew ? Did it do my Heart good, or was it a mere 

^ ^* Amusement ? How have the other stated Devotions 

^^ of the Day been attended, whether- in the Family or 
^^ in Public ? Have I pursued the common Business of 
<^ this Day with Diligence and Spirituality; doing every 
^5 Thing in Season, and with all eonTenient Dispatch^ 
^^ aud as unto the Lord (1) ? What Time have I lost 
• ^^'this Day, in the Morning or the Feresioon, ia the 

^^ Afternoon or the Evening ?" (for these Divisions will 
assist your Recollection ;) <^ and what has occasioned 
*^ the Loss of it? With what Temper, and under what 
^^ Regulations, have the Recreations of this Day been 

V* ** pursued? Have I seen the Hand of GOD in my 

<< Merdesy Health, Cheerfulness, Food, Ch»thing, Books^ 
^ Preservation in Journies, Success of Business, Coti- 
^< Tersatiou apd Kindness of Friends, &c. ? Have I seen 
<< it in Afflictions^ and particularly in little Things, 
<<' which had a Twdency to vex and disquiet me 3 
^^ And with Regard to this Interposition, have I re* 
^^ ceived my. Comforts thankfully, and my AfSiciious 
<^ submissiTely ? How have I giiarded ag^st the Temp^ 
. " ^ " ttttiom 

(1) Colos. ill, 83, 
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*^ tai^ns tf'tke Dh^f particularly against this or that 
^'' Tettptatidn^ whicJr I foresaw in the Morning ? Hate t 
^* maintahted an Hiin4)Ie Dependence on Divine Influtm^s^f 
« Have tlivedr b^ Fmih in the Son of GOD (to), and- 
^^ 'tejfiirded CsttiSTthis Day as my Teacher and GoTornor, 
^^'AlJ* Atonement and Intercessory my Example and 
^* Guardian, my Stji^ngth and Forerunner ? Have I been 
^^^loolcing iofm^j^-io' Death, and Eternity this Day,' 
^* and considered myself as a Probationer for Heaven*, 
^^ and thrdugh Grace an Ea^pectant of it? Have F 
*• govertikl »iy %%oitghts well, espijcially in such or such* 
*^ an Inter?al of Solitude? How was my Subject of 
<^*fhoiigKt this Day chosen, abd ho^w was it regarded ^ 
<^ <HaTe Igotetned my Diicoupses well, in such and such 
" Company ? Did I sa,y nothing pa3si:onate, mischievous, 
«^&latideron^ imprudent, impertinent? Hsw iny Hearir 
.<f this Day been full of Love to God, and to all Man- 
f^ kliW^^and^ faatr« I sought,' and found, and improved 
<^- Op|yit>i^ut|>ties' of doing, and ;of getting Good ? — With 
•>i what Attention and Imprd+ement have I re&d' ike 
^^^S^pij/ifureiMi Efvening? How iirtts Self^Exmiination 
^' Tperfdrrtfed the last N%ht ; and how have I profited 
*^. thisV'Dav'by any Remariis I then made on former 
^^ Negligences and Mistakes ? With tihik Ihmpe^^ ^lid I 
*^' then- He dozm, and ciom)[)Ose myself to Sleep ?" 

V 23. You will' easily see, Sir, that these Qucstionii 
site* to^adjritsted^ «3 to be an' Aibridgment of the most 
tF«4t4ditl ij^ditrij^e^'I have given; in this> Letter : and I beUere 
hakei not/' lo')*<^rfion of yonrUMderstauditfg, say any 
Thing: as^diiiieUsefufai^s of 4uch Enquiries; 'Conscience 
irill an^0)r' them im a few Miilutes; but if -you think 
theA itoii la^ge-'and'pajrttcolar, you' may make a still 
ihortQ^ 'Abfiti^et foe >daSty Use, and rd^erve these with 
MCh- obf^UBiMietes^oik Jist wU)>thcik be ni>cossiiry, foe 
Siiicsci^ftsf «f rjim}0d tha^ . oniit^iy Exactrtess in Review; 
1rlitc^<Irihdpe{:hvifl focKSiiriat.lcast''o}ie:a Weeic. ' 9^ch}t 
l^e^olida Hie^thtis pecformed,: bef(/ti9r>IKroWi»tnfe$s render 
us unfit for it, the Interval between that? and bur gofn^; 
to Rest must be conducted by the Rules qc^^ti^onQd under 
the next JLsad., And pothing will farther remain to be 
considered Wre,'6ut ^ ' ' 

^9 i ' (m) Gal. U. 21?. 
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^. 24. i%) The Seniiments with which we shoiddfie 
4oum and coinpofie oniselTes to Sleep. Now hete it is 
cribTiously snit^ble to thiidiL of the IMTiiie Goodness, in 
adding another Daj, and^the Mercies of It,, to the foaner 
i)ajs and Mercies of oar Life; to tsilie Noticed the 
lodalgencc of ProTidence in giving us cominodioas Hahi» 
tations and easy Beds, and continidng to ns such Health 
of Qody, that we can lay onrielTes down at Ease upon 
them, and such Serenity of Mind. as leaves us any Room 
tp hope for refreshing Sleep : a Refieshmetf t io be sou|^t, 
not merely as an Indulgence to Animal Nature, but as 
what our wise Creator, in order to keep us humble in 
the Midst of so many Infirmities, has been pleased t» 
make necessary to our being able to pursue His Service 
With renewed Alacrity. Thus may our sleeping, as weU* 
as our waking Hours, be in some Sense devoted to Gon« 
And when wc are just going to resign ounelvee to th& 
irna^e of Deaths (to what one of the Anetents beautifttlly 
qbXU its lesser M^sterieiy} M IS also evidently i^mxfKX to 
think seriously of that End of all the Living, and to 
irenew those Actings of Repentance and {Vnth, which we 
qbould judge necessary if we were to wake no mort berew 
You have once, Sir, seen a Mediation of thai Kind m 
my Hand, I will transcribe it for you in the Posisctipiif 
and therefore shall add no more to this Head, but Im^ 
piit a close to the IDSrccjdons you desirod. 
, §• 29^ I am persuaded the tno^ important of .thent. 
have, in one Form or another, beeii long. it^gardU bgr' 
you, and made.govetnmg Maxims of yonr . life* I shall 
greatly rejoice, if the Review of these, and tiie Rxami»a« 
Hon and Tii;|l of the rest, may be the Means offkadiHg 
you into more intimate Gommunion with Godp and so 
^rendering your life more pleasant uA nsrful, and 
yeruir Eternity, whenevtr that is -to commenoe^ mono 
l^lorions. ^ There is n^t a Haman CteatBM' u]^n Eaitl^ 
whom i should not delight to serve in tiiesoimtiofirittit 
interests; but I can fwthfuUy assure yoa^ tfiati aal« 
with particular Respect, 

-'"• De^SiTy ' '■ " •' \[ 

' Your very Afiecfionate FrteAd aiiid SeiT^t. ' 

^. { 
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§/^V This, Header, wift tlVe Alteration of a rcrj feir. 
Words, is ike fJtter I wro*e to a WorAjr Friend, (noi^ I 
dbvL^i hot with God,) about Sixieen Yedrs ago : And I . 
oan assuredly sky^ that the Experience of each of these, 
Y«ars ha^ confirmed roe in these Views, and establishe4 
inein the Persnasion, <^ that one Dsij thus spent if pre« 
** f^lkhle to whole. Years of Sensuality,' and the Neglect 
«^ of Religion.'* I chose to insert the Letter ds it Is, 
t)ecaase. I thought the Fr^om' And Particularity of 
the Adyfce I had given in itj would appear m'pst Qa? 
tural in its orieinal Form ; and as I propose to enforce 
ftese Atftrices hi th^ next Chapter, t shall cotf elude this 
with thttt Meiit(4ion^ whi<^ I promised my Friend ^ 
9, Postscript ; and which I could wish you to make so. 
familiar io yourself, as that: you might be able to recoU 
lect die Substance ai it, whenever you compose ypurielf. 
to Sleep'. 

A Serious View or DEAtB, prop^^ tb ie taken ds we tii^ 
' down on oiirBedsi 

'< ^pkH my ;Soul, Idok forward a little wjBi Serioihniit5s». 
%J- *^ and Attention, and learn Wisdom by ' the 
*^ Consideration cfthy latter End (h). Another of thjT 
<^ mortal Days is nonr numbered and' finished : Anj} as. 
*^' I have put off my Clothes, and laid myself upon my. 
^^ Bed for the Repose of the Night : so will the Day of. 
<^ liife quitkly. cohoie to its Period, so must the Body 
<< itself be put off, and laid to its Repose in 4 Bed of 
" Dust. There let it rest; for it will be no more 
^ regarded by me, than the Clothes wUch I have now 
^^ laid aside^ I hate another far mote important Con-r 
" ccrn to att<md. Think; Oh my Soul, when Death 
«* comes, thou art to enter upon the Internal Worlds and 
^< td be fixed dther in Beaoen or in Hell. All the. 
«< Schemes and Cares, the Hopes and Fears, the Plea- 
« sures and Sorrows of life, will come to their Period, 
« and the World of Spirits will open upon thee. And 
« Oh, how soon teay it openl Perfasips b^ore the return^ 
« ing Sun bring ott the light, of anothet Day- To. 
O 3 ^^ morrow'i 

(a) DtNit. azxU.se. 
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^< morrew/s Sun may not enli^ten nrine Eyes, bat oiUy 
'f shine round a. senseless Corpse^ t?hich may* .lije Ip t;!^ 
^'j ^iace of this aniniat.etd Body. At least the ))eath pf. 
"many in the Flpwer of ^ir.Age, and juany who .were 
*^ superior to me in Capacity, Piety^ and Hie Pcospects 
^' of Usefulness, may loudly warn me not to depend on 
<^ a long. Life, and. engage me rather to wonder that I* 
^^ am continued here so many Years, than to be surprised 
*^ if I am speetlify rpmoYed. ^ , . ^ 

/' And nowi phi my Soul, answer as in the Sjght of 
**' (ioD ; art tkpu readily Axi thou read^f Is ther& na. 
^' Sin unforsaken^ and so unrepented of, tQ fill m with 
^^ Anguish in my departing. Moments, and to s^ako.&e 
^^ tremble on the Brink of Eternity ? Dread to remain 
** under the Guilt of it, and this Moment renew thy most 
*^' earnest Applications, to the Mercy of Gon, and the 
**' Blood of a Redeemer, for Deliverance from it. . 

'', But if the great Account be already adjusted, if 
<^ thou hast x;ordiaUy repented of thy numerous Offences^ 
** if thou hast sincerely committed thyself by Faith, into 
^^ the Hands of the blessed Jesus, and hast not renounced 
<^ thy, Covenant with Him, by. returning to the allowed 
^^"f'f a^clice of Sin, then start not at the Thought of a 
*?. ^'eparafi'on : It i^ not in the Power of Death to hnrt a 
*5 Soul devoted tq Gon,,^nd united to the great ^^(^emer* 
" ll: may take froni me my worldly Comforts.; it niay. 
*^ disconcert and break my Schemes for Service on Eaf|h:. 
^^ But, Oh my Soul, diviner Entertainments, and nobler. 
*.* Services wait the&beyoi|d the Grave. .. For evcff blessed 
"be the'Name of God and. the Love' of Jesus, for tliesc 
*' quieting, oncouraging, Joyful Views ! I will now la^ 
'^ me doisn in Peace and Sleep (o), free from the Fears 
^^ of what shall be the Is»ie of thi^ Ni^ht, whetltcr Life 
'* or Deat|i may be appointed for me-j Father^ into 
** Thine Hand I con^mit my Spirit, (pi), for Thou hast 
^"^ redeemed me^O GOD of Truth (q), and therefore L 
" tah cheerfiiily refer it to Thy Choice, whether I shall. 
" wake Jn^ this Wof Id qr. another.'.' 

(fit) PsaL iv. 8. . (v) Luke xxiil. 46. (qt) PsaU xxx'u 5. 
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.....,, CHAP., X^;, .;■.. 
^ ----^. ^' > ^- ' • ■ . '<';• : ; • . , V 

A sferidu^ Pertliasiivc to "i^pdi a Method of 
'; ^pi^dmg Qur ^l^^^ is ;i:ef>f:fis^te4/ip ^p 

former Chapter, :. ,i- . . : ► 

Chriittims Jfx (heir Fi^s' tdolotb^ andindii!^ (po fndolen^ 

a DispS^tiafij €sltfch makes ^ it more . necessary \tq urge 

^\ 'swcii njAfe^ as th(k under Cohside^q(iony \, i^^-' 4i 

{ is tkefefore er^arceiy 0.1), From its being apparenifjf 

' r^asidnabie^tonsfderin^ ourselifes as ifie Cregtures of 

GODj ana <^' redeemed bjf tlic Blood of Vfirist, §. ?, 

{^XFrofii its evident Tendenm to conduce to ofiar Coni- 

'fortmlJfef f.4. (t.) *tVom tlie' tnjluehcyitza^^^ 

to promote our Vs^ulness to others:, \, 5^ (4.) From 

its Efficacy to make jifftictijDnS iigftiet', §. 6. (5.) From 

iis Happi/ Aspect on Death, V7t And (^6:) Ori F^teK 

' nit'fj;\. ft. "fVhereus 'not id desire Improvement yricouii, 

nr^e a Soid ^de^Hldie of Religion, §*. ^%. 4 f'/'o^i/cr 

tutted id (fle'St'dtepf a Sqi^^ zchc> longsjo glfdiu fhc 

Life recorkmi^nded abpve^ ' . ^ " 

§r. 1; wT II AYEbee^i ass^gpjug, H ^e prec^ng Chapter;. 
^' JL. \vb^t 1 fcsfr will s^em to some. of my. fte^dcss 
^o Jiarda. feisk',, ih^% tjicyf . ^iU w^ut CpHragejiii zif^esi^ 
i£^' am! indeed, jt jis a^f^'iiiiL n^By.Rcsypects.sQ £sir ^pnq 
that of fhe Generality o.f*Carr^ti$ias9 that I lam. upt.witJi*. 
out' Apprehensions^^ that pany^ who deserye the Namis, 
may tbink thcDirectioja^i'^fler all. the .PxecauUens .w,it^ 
which I hare proposed them^ are .earned to ap miHec^sarjFr 
Pegrec of ]j»Ji€ety aid S trie tUiBss.^,: But X am persuadecf^i 
much of the ICredit* and Comfort" of Christt^iuty Is Ipst, 
i^ popseguence of its Professors fixiifg tbeir Aims toa 
low, i&nd^not colicemo^ of their hi^h and tj^^r Calling 
in so derated i^a^'flfwlime a Vl<^^^sis tlie Nitare of 

Religion 
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IMigion would require, and the Werd of God would 
direct. J ^m fully conTinced, that the Expressions of 
ioalking zsiih GOD, of being in the Fear of the Lord all 
the Da^ long (a), and above All, that of loving the XjOr4 
cur GOD with alt our Heart, and Soul, and Mind, and 
Strength (b), mustreguire, if :not all these CircumstanceSi 
yet the Substance of ati^ that I hkte been recommending, 
so fijir as we have Capacity, Leisure, and Opportunity: 
And ;~I ^jmpt ^ut^ ^thixUc,^ ithat .mafiy. might coi^funand 
more of the fatter^ and perhap^ iip prove theii; Capacities 
jtoo, i^*thejr w(mi<i't«i4e^ dtieCarem the G6vernment of 
themsdves; if they would give up vain and unnetessary 
Diversions, and certain Indulgencies, wMch only suit 
j^nd delight tlie flower Part oJ[, our Nature^ and (to say 
the 6fest of tieiii) depme us of Pii^ures much ^better 
^an /th^selves, if they do not plunge us intQ Guilt. 
)^an|^ oT these Riifes would appear easily practicable, if 
Men wouldiearii to know, if ^e Vgtue pf Timey and parti, 
cularly. to' redeem it fropn unnecessary Sleep, which 
wastes many golden Hoi^rs of the J)ay : Hours in which 
jnany.of Goo's Servants ate delighting themselves in 
Him, and drinking io full Draughts of the Water of Life; 
while ^h^se their brethren ^ are slun\bei-ing upon their 
Bcds^ ^od lost in vain Dreams, as far below the common 

J'Intertajnnxents of a rational prcaturc^ as the Pleasures of 
he s.ublimest Demotion are ^bove X\k^. , v , \ 

§V T., r Hnow likeii;ise,. that^ the. JVIlad i&. very fickle 
and mcbhsunt; and that it is ^ h^r4 X^^PH ^9 preserve 
such a Governnhmt and Authority over our Thoughts, 
as would be .very desirable, and as the Plan, \^ h^ive laid 
down Will r^iV^. Biit^so much of the'jptqti'qui' c| Gon,' 
ancf^ ^ifcK df your oWn true "HapiJiness, de^'en^ upon 
H'ji'^i^^' I* beg you' y/fi\X p-fe irie a pktierit .an^ attentive^ 
Hi;ai^te|*%hile f im jpieidrrig v?i^ ybti^ &,nd tliat yoii will* . 
sdHonsfytetnrhe the Ayr^titfiAits, and then Judge, whether 
a CarfeanlfConducit.liHe that which I h^ve advised, be 
itliitn ife«f t^^Onilf^leraKd Wh6tfi*6ir it Svfll ribt be %hly 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap, m pbmiheOhli^ation8t0 GOD Md Christ. 195 

4'. 's.^liet'CaMciencd say, Whetlier such a Life as I 
haire descrlbefii abdve, be noijn Useff highly reasonable. 
i^ook over the fiubstante of it agahi, and Mng it under' 
a close Eicanllnd^tidti'^' for I' aim very apprehensive, thajt 
some weak Objlsctions maj rise against the Whaky which 
TtOi^j In theiir Cdnsequences affect the Partieulars^ against 
which no reasonable Man would presume to make any 
Obje^tito at alL Recoltett, O Christian, and carry it 
with, you in yoitt Memory and your Heart, while you 
at« pnrstflng th£7 Review, that you are the Creature of 
Gron ; tha% you 2tre purchased with the Blood of Jesus ; 
and then' say, Whether these Relations in which j'ou 
stand, do not dehiaifd all that Application and Resohu 
tlon ^ which I w<iiild'" engage you to. Suppose all the 
Counsels I have given, reduced into Practice : Suppose 
^ery Day^^e^un aod concluded with such devout Breath. 
Iiigs^ after 6^b*,iwid such holy Retirements for Morning 
and^Eteniiig Converse with Him and with your own 
Heart: Suppose a daity Care, m contriving how your 
Time may be managed, and in reflecting how it has been 
^mpli)^^! :Supi)ose this Regard to God, this Sense of Hi^ $ 
Wif^ehteif aiid^ Zeal for Ills Gloiy, to run through your 
Acts of Wo'i^hip, your Hours of Biishiess and Recreation^ 
gupposc ■ this Attention to Providence,* this Guard 
against ^ Tehiptations, this Dependance upon Divine 
Influence, thi^ Government of the Thoughts in Solitude^ 
and of the Discburses in Company: Nay, I will adfl 
farther, Suppose wery particular Direction given, to be 
pursued,' eleepting when particular ".C^ses occur, witft 
J-espeiftt to w*hich you shall be able *in Conscience to say: 
«* T '*eUv6 Jt* ndt from Indolence' and Carelessness, 'but 
**- because 'I think it '♦vill be just now more pleasing to 
*^' ^oT> id hd doing something else," which itiay often 
happen in Human Life, where general Rules are best 
V^oiicertei: Suppose, I say^ all this to bcj done, bot'fot 
a Day, or a Week, but through the Remainder of Lifej 
whether longer or shorter; and suppose 'this to be rei 
Tiiwdi atthe Close of Life, in thefttli Exercise of your 
rational F^aculties :- Will there be Reason to say in the 
Rejection, ^^ I hare taken too much Pains In Religion i 
f* The Author bf my Being did not deserve all -thi^ 
" jfrpm me ; Less tKligence, iei^s Fi^lit/j'less Zeal thad 
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<< this, might have hem aa Eq,Hiva|^>'fbr:'t)ke/3lQod 
^^ which was &he4 for my RedemptiQiir : ^,Part of joy 
** Heart, a P^rt of my Time, a Ppt. qf my Lafooar^ 
^^ might have suSiced for Him^'who 'hiUh-^iTen me aU 
*^ my Powers; for Him who hath deli jered me frpm 
^< that DeBtruction, which would have m^d(B them my 
<^' ey^xiastiog Torment; for Him who is^ raising me t» 
^* the Regions of a blissful Immortality. ";C^ you with 
any Fa(Ce say. this? .If you canaof^ thi^i s^r^iy^-yoiir 
Conscience bears Witness, that all,! have recpxamended, 
under .the Limitations above is reasonable; that Duty 
and Gratitude require it ; and consequently, that 4)y every 
allowed failure in it, you ^ring' Guilt ^poa your, p wo 
Sonl, you offend Gop, and act unwprthy your (/hri&tiaA 
Profession.. , ^r.. • ♦'■ 1 t • » 1;-^ i 

. ^. 4. I intreat you farther to con^idery „\Vhe^r s|¥^ 
a Conduct as< I have now be^u xcM^mmf^ding, would 
not conduce m^ch to your CofrtfQrt and Uif^tdnes^^in life* 
Reflect seriously. What is tru^ Ha{^pines^? Does it 
ponstst in Distance from Goi»,. or in Nearness to. Him? 
Surely you cannot be a Christian, surely you- cannot* be a 
Rational Man, if you doubt, ivhether , C^mp^union with 
the great Father of ourSpirits.be^Pleaspr^.^d Felicity : 
And if it be, thciv surely they enjoy ,ma^ of it, jy.hq keep 
Him roost consta^tly in View. You ^n^^t but kfiow la 
your own Conscience, that it is this .which makes the 
ilappiness of Heaven^ and therefore ,A^e,.^¥^re. of; it ^y 
Man enjoys uppn Earth, the more of Heaven comes down 
\xito his Soul. If y4>u have made any Tf ial of Ilcligion* 
though it be but a /ew Months or Weeks< since^yqu >first 
became acquainted with it, ypn must be soipe, Ju^gp of 
}t upon your own Experience, which h^ve Ifsen themost 
pleasant Days of your Life. Have theyr not l>een those 
in which you have acted most upon these Pi^ii^ci pies ; 
those in which .1^ ou have most steadily, and. riO^oi^utely 
carried them through ev^ry Hour of Time, and «very Cir^ 
jftumstan^c pf Life? ,Xhe Check which y^u^mqst i,i^,in^py 
Instances, gi^ve to your own Inclinations) might tsefp>i^* 
agreeable ; 'but; it w^uld surely be ;over.lMJanc€4 pn f^.m^&t 
liappyi lyia^lieir, Vy tlie Satisfaction yoU{ would^flnd^ln a 
jConscipu^ne^s. ^ Sclf-Government ; In h^vi^g such a.Qpm«> 
pand of your Thonghts, ^Iffections, and Actions, asismuck 
^f^ Ijlorious than any Authority over others can be. 
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^, & f I '3TfNil4 lalsd briNreAt,^ on 4o Donsidtr the Ififiuen^e^ 
yfhi€fli, ffuc^ a Q9ftiu4i 'U9 'this, mght hsTe. i^on iAe H^ijpjpL 
ne^s of others. And it b easy la ba jseea^ it must, be twj 
greai; jaji. yj9lt WQ^ld fimd your. Heart atlvajrs disposed ^ 
to watcK ey^ry Opportunity of doing! Good^ aod to s^sc 
it' witli E4g^R08ft .WmI Pd^bt. It i.w<>iild .otigage. jo«i to 
wake it; i^.B/ .Study •: ^t^ ; Business of your JLi(^ . to bcdet 
Titifl^s ID sujC^/a l^lanaor^ itmt :|Ae 'Mnd<ofydnS icm<L a«4 
Us^ .^k^M iqigJktilXi theB^ginnifig^moUi&r; mvd^AA 
y^mfw^fxtH go oi|t0« natunilty^ 4i$ ^be JMeHor AosiniK 
dofin ,tb?s& Pi'oduf^ti^A^ and Actions by Wliidh rManiihd 
avo^itived Qr.«nri€b^.;..or.,a$ the £iMr^]i bflac3:iieii4Ki'&» 
fes^ivp Crops of dii^erent v^etabk SuppKes. And. though 
Mankind be, in this corrupt State y so unhappily. iiifMi^cl 
fc^ ^n^i^p.,cTii Exaaptpjes ^TatheB tb|in /g<|od^ y»t .ft way 
be lE^pept^^ that ^hi(e ^cm ^LigM. shines befin^iMpn^ 
^9m ieqittg^^torngf^JVprl^fwi^ eadeftTductO'tfiaJkscfiiM 
iliem li) their own Lit^s, ^d so to: glorfy your Faibe$f 
w:A*c&i>iii |/e<i»<^.(r). /fhe Chiufm of such . beautiful 
j^odol^ .would snrely inipreiss ^oni^ and.uMUaetfaeiik'at 
l^t to ft<{t«inpt ajn I?oit^tion ; and. e?*ry Attempt v/m}d 
^poj^ to] aujofth^r). r Ajwl,tbtts^ ti^roMih th^ jMvtineXSoott 
nfi$^i y^u might b^j)ni(ijbU4ito ^ShfMppJncthe J^raise^ Mad 
t(ie. }l^\f?Lpii,, n^ loirfy /of .the Good ymiiM immediatelif 
^e y/^¥M^lf,,t^ut'}i)fewi^ of t^t wfalf:k^'u- had engaged 
^Ktjticrs (]p. idf Au4\no' Eyc^ :biut thaK; o^tan alMearohintt 
(Jrqp, caq, see . into, iwhat distant Tina^fiiOr Places &t 
lliesse^ X^f sequences xa^ r^^cb. In cverfr^ Instance of 
ifhich jthps^.C^oi^e^eaces appea^, it uriU.put a.^neront 
ijnd, fiqViin^.^cjyiijvto y-pm imf^t ;Which.JKP%6Mi# 
Prx>pfw?Vtyfpq4ifd.affQra,j^u4«i which ^qM .be the IhMies^ 
jihuLbl^nx 9f:>tl|at high<pe^)|t»i^hich.the bielsed Goii f^el^ 
in i^pei^gvjuid. maWng nu fireatwes.teppy. ir - . vi - 

.§>. J5. It is true, iii|a$ied, thafi amidst all those(|)ions 
^pd^bepifyplt^Rt C^re?,, Jlfflkfians may come^and ia^ sqmn 
Mcas|ire.inter,rupt:yQu. In the Midst of. yonr ppojecittfA 
$cjj!pme^^. Bu^s^rnly ti^^e^ffl^^m^W n^^fwdt i^fifierj 
Mjb^a, gqiir }ieiirt,iij^,,g)adde9M'li^t^i.tha/M 
joyfni.p.egqc.ti(>i| of^ur^iypwA Miadl, ^d;M^h5o<hoii0Bii^ 
abj^, a Tj^pt^monyHP^ Cofl»c(ei|q^ li}e^r^'G.oiri]anflJtfi9u 
V«^^^ JPMl>«t )^,' to .gp .baeh.,to pa«(bSotafs 'mjj^mi 
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IM SuA a Ugt nM meei§n jd^ffmioMj^ Chap. ^ 

pieMtagfiBfitWy and 4o thkik, ikdt j^vt IwTe -net eiily 
liacn ibtetefty tamhli^g yo^sel^evfor 4ko8%^p9ai Ofi^aces, 
y/fiich AlBfotl^nt nay brkig to yottr Remembnuice ; hvt 
that ycm hare given substantial Proofs of tbeSlnceHty of 
tkat Hulniliadon, by a real Refdrmadon of what has 
been anujU, and by • acting with stMttdns and Tigoroitf 
Roulation oh the contrary Priiiciple* And wbtf e con. 
%ers6 -with GoDJ and doing good- to Metf, iU>e lAadb 
Aa great Busmess and Pleasure of LifSy yoa Will find ii 
Tho^itnd Opportunities of Enjoyment j eT^nitfthe'Mid^t 
of these Afflictions, which wonid render you so ittcapaMtf 
offffBlishing the Pteasures of Sense, that^the irery Mtentioii 
tt them'might in tb^ Circttnutantes seem an insnlt and 
H'-R^proach^ ,; .-' v u- . ■ . > ::.,-.>. 

^l-.^i f. At ltogtii9<^2>^/zM «^ c^m^ : That sol^n knd 
im^taat Ilonr^v whli^ hathbceh piassed thrdiigh:by ^i 
mkay fThoutattds w^ haVe in the n^ain ]i««dsij«h a Lif^* 
aad by BO jnaity MilUofis who hato^n^Ielcteid'it' And 
letiCon^ci^nce say, if there was eter any On^ Of ^hese 
MiHions^ whot had ifti^H lanyRlsison to i^jlinde in'tHat 
N^lect; or 4ny one, among the mo&t strict and exem^ 
f^f^XyirisMan^y iifho' then ^mentid that hit) If ^rt iatfd 
life had been tot zefyonsty'deVbted • to Gob? ' Ijet Gott- 
adoaoe ^say^ whether ^they- hate vbhed to liaVe tf Part 'of 
that '^inls^ >which' they mfe thns eniploy^d,^ givM Back 
to..Aem againy thit they tnlght be more- conformed to ikH 
fVorid f -ihst' they might -plungd themselves deeper into 
its AmUseriieiitSy or pursiie its Hononi-s, its Possessroh^j 
•Tt its Plcasnnes,^ with fgreate¥ 'Ea^eifness than they had 
40sie^ If yioiif wei<e ybUFsHeif dyhig, knd ^ deafr Pritind or 
Childrstood near yon^ and this 'Book and thie la^t€Hb))t«r 
q^iH shoilld chjiiicft: tO^OOtneiMtdyoitr Though t»='won)^ 
you caution that f?i^nd*^i^>Chi)d.ag^ti$t bonii'utetliTghtnl'. 
aeifiby «uch Rulev as' f %ave ttdvftnced;? The Question 
awiy . perhaps seem 'nnnecessary, where the Ahswer ' i| 
toplaur and su certain; Well ihcirt,<*lct me beseisch yon 
to*htiam how ^ou should /<>e, by reflfectii% 'ho-ai yHfU ie&alA 
4b^attd what Cbunris^you^V^dld wishUo look ha^K trpbn^ 
whanybn are jbtft MlMnig this' Worlds anii^^t^rin|( 
HfWlivtoother. ' ThSkiH seriously ;> ili^hat^f iMth ihoul^ 
inaiNrisa lyoa ion^« aii^n^ ^kuid-^ycM shdliHI b^'cdled 
UpttftBhtrnity at an Hour or a Minute's Warning, would 

. . SA ,\r iU\* 'to • yo»| 
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yY](a.iM>|:t^J8ht]|at}rpiir last Jhj Bhini4'h$w Imn €tum 
IbegHI^J v^ad the Course of jt) if It were a^ filay* of IfatfA 
anti AciiyUj, st^oi^d hare been thus iBflnaged ? WoiiU 
not you wish that your Lord should fiad yon engaged 
in auch.Thou^ts and ia such* PurtnitB ? Would not thf 
)Ba3sa^;.: ti|^ FJight, f^'om Earths to Hcavaiit be OHMt 
f93y,wo9i, pleasant,! in tbi» View, and Coonectioiif 
J^ii OA tlve ; other Hand,, if : IMth should nfA^ mark 
gradual, fApproa^es, W4>uld not, th^ ftcmeetbtunce off 
f^ich a;^fW4» holyy •h5ii9t)le, diUgent^ and usefvlLtlloi 
n^ke /^*;?g Bed, much scoter and eader, than it -wonld 
^tbef wi^te ?v, You would iiotr die depending upon than 
Things V Ood; forbid that yon should! Sensible of yodr 
fil^nj; lo^Pi^i'C^^ix'QS? yo4 would, ( no, doubt^. dislre .to 
Ito throw yourself at the Feet ,pf Ghri^t^ that'.yiaitt might 
appear, {bff^re.rGpi)^. ^iorne4 voUh Hi9 Rigkieaiigneu^ 
md wqshedffp^^,,SfPtifSirisJn Jfis Bh^d^ Yonitoulid 
9f^i ^j^t}i [ypHir, ;0|^ii)g Qreath ascrilid' to ,the Rlehaa 
^ IQs Qj;^^ eveiry gpod Plspositton yon had found fai 
your H^rt, and eyery worthy Aclian.you Jiad.boai 
enabled to perforoi. But would it not. give you a Defighi 
worthy Qf.bei^g purchased* with. Ten Thousand Worlds 
to reflect, ^^tHiS'Qpace(bestQj9€sl upoff^ffim* kadjurtibttn 
in vain (d) ; but that you had, from an humUeKnimipii 
of grateful Love, glorified if our Heavenfy Father on 
Barthjf ^d ji:n .soo^e. Oj^ree, 0|Augh not .with. tbei&A^ 
jbon you c(»uld>^^re, ,/SimAe</ the fVorkjsukich He had 
given you to do (e) : That you haA been living for niaii^ 
past Years as on'thQ Borders of Heaven, and eildfeavauiM 
ing. io fo^flu ypiir H^r3b and JLife to. the 3}eiirp4£jind 
ManI)ersp|jtsi{nbfibi|^ts^r^' . * .f i: • 'i ^ 

.§n ^ And opc0ij^il^ref.*li)t^<&i4treat;youitoiefl^ 
<jk V^ y<^u will .ha?e <tf ^^^ JUToTifery whenryon eamof 
h^o a *Fflr/i/q^fifof|^»i if; (which »1 hope wifl'^be thcr 
ha|)py Casjs) Divuno Mercy fconduct yon^thither. WiR* 
iUi|t,yanrR.4^QQ|^t«9n there be affected by yoni^'Citre^^oiP 
iNcglig^ce, .In this holy Course ?i Wiir it appear ai^ 
u^djfferent Tj»^ in; the Eye of the.biessetf Jescuy whdr 
diatrp^uj^ 11)^ ^rokwns, and allots the)1hn*i6trthdre^> 
W[^tii^ y^ H'va be^n among the mM ze^tomi^ or tthe niost 
y>^l^jfffj[.Qf7^^,Se^m Surely .yoaittllst^4sh9^^toh4T^ 

i^.hC^* XT. le. - (») Jolw xtil.4, ) ; , 
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UHlEffMkOisr^Aitk^red^nfd'^ou^ tibundhtitii/, if^'m 
SCin^U if^i^ l^td '^nd Sacioitr (ff: Antf 'Avhat* ciA 
i^QV&'(;ertdifi%<t^MhdtJce-td ft"^ tlihfi t<yb6 tdwm^ hioumding 
tntki^Wtirk fg)*? Yo^ c^adt tlihlk so nieaflly of that 
fl*r»oiR i^«t^5 a^ t6 Iftitt^itie; tK^t'^ybu feball there lodk 
roitfnd'aboift'jdti^Wifii a^cret Disappoititmeiit, and^ayiA 
^aur ^«MP^ tliai y^tf over-TalWed'fee' Iilher!fatec©'yt>«i 
lDU!0i«4!eieneci^:and pyr$B^ It vMt too'miidhllarnestoes^. 
1Koir««r4Hfii»|T«iifcly'coittplaih, that it fead W many 51 
yoar ThottgbtfiT aiid ♦CaV«s : 'But • ob ' the cirtitraiy* y^tt 
fakvetfaie highest Reasjoti to belrevey ^at ifi any Thfng 
mttt capote of e}S:cttiiig yoiir Indication and your Grief 
there^ It wi>uld W, that amidst so many lildtives/ Mid'ser 
ctany Adyantagds, •y(ou''e!x)^i^ted yourself tio niiore in the 
Pi^s«cati€fn.^6<^6udhWPri2e.-''^''*' • '' ■ *^>'i^' ■- '^ ■' ^-^^ *• 
,.?§:^fti.*Bi(i*'?l wift nbt <mkftge >6*i sd^^Wr^a^ Case, -and 
iheicfbue^ eond^tde't^eChapter with retnliidhig you*, l^hat 
tO:aUbtw youfsdf ^sb^lterately^o i$t 44wn sitHJied i^th 
any iroperl^it Att^inm^ntsrin R^Iigidn^ ;and to look updft' 
S';mbre Confirmed and a|>p roved State of it as what vou 
AbriRot desire, nay, as what you secretly resolve that ydu 
vHHi.>n'<it;ptiCHie^ id ono of the -iriost fatal Signs we- can 
<iveiMiiis^e^ ^t^^you Ul^^aki 'entire Stranger to tlif^ %x^ 
Ikiiieiplisjdfiti'^ '^ '^'*t -'"^ ■ ' ^-^i? ■- ^- '■ ' "^ '"^ 



n;> •!'.;' ^.^^l v\.'.::v''- ."v* U>' 



Jb^nMrm^uked to ^le'Sma^^f^^k^^^^^ desires €6 

Hw ■■''■ \ uttainthe Life r^diimendedu6oveP ' ' 

«;rOll.KSSED G«ot>5 t eannot dohti^nft iihe Force of 
l>.iJL»r^^4lieii^ ^Reisoningi t*X)!i^that I' may feel more 
« than eter the lasting EfFe^fe'of^^tyml Th6u afrt'th^ 
^(Hgt3MAar#4iilai|i ^of iSiing', *fthd ijMfapptnfesfe'; andi-as 
^ frowoThee^ 'mtpBeing ^wite «erlYed, sb'fi»dni The^ rf^ 
^fi/fti^piYiWA- -directly? 1ldw9;iafid^thV5 weai*<?r I ato'^to' 
^I.Theft-thfc purer audi ^theni^redelitiou^'isUh^ Stkefem. 
H 1 iVittSFImB^sHne if^mUHin of Lift /• rA' if%<tfg^ tndy' 
^.dtnejI^H\h:)\ T5ie great Object of toiy fiaal Hope 
^■m tpi^hij^ell for ever with Theev j GJvei«\ii^i h<iW's6We 
Sf^ffH'eiaflkmttfttMtDeli^h^t (SivieiJifie^,^ I fe«see«li^'lffiei*, • 
'f . to eipm^masHhe Smtsmd/fM»if fh^ MSi ^^ftta^^W 

J. 3 ^* fnents f 

(f ) 2 Pct..lv .il-/ : -:<g) I Cor. xv. S6« * ^lr)>M4 kxxrl. D. 
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*'.f»eilfo(i)ji»iid.aofortii'my JJewPt by-Thjr Gi^fce, tliat 

■ ^^ Xo'£h0d«k$yan>€R9a;«^e»% 7?Aoli^^<^ dM€tedy 

« r8»d iti* <te firsfe Hay «f JLig^ht that nsits iiihiedti^)ii|' 

^S Byes, ^j9f «fp,-0. L&rd^ the Lig^ t^ Thg>€oi»fi$eHancb* 

'^ upon m^ 0) ! When^niy Faculties <ir^ tAuied froii tliait 

^V'brokeh. State in whkk' tb^yirlay,' <iphiie-ibi«riel!^ n^tf/ 

'^ as it were, , annihilated in Sleepy ' may ^ my fim Al^tnins* 

^^ J^e CQRsiec^ated to- Tketf, .O Gon, wlo-givtf«t m^ Liffht J* 

>^ i?ho glv^ftt me',, as it ^re,. evej^y Momi»g,v>ne««^ LKeO 

^ and. a petw Rea^cw:! '£iiahk>>m^ jy«?]?l»t^<^^^ 

*^r^44fdrijv'2%<?(?, m^itb a, -filial ^lJ«^4iren«e,%*1|iaedOlftV *i* 

<^ Endeai^n^t! AndlBaysI^iberar^M^o^i^O^D^^asltK^r^ 

^^ that He should hearken Unto mehMay ThfV^arii'^h^ 

^^ read with At^ttticm' and} Rkklnre ! lifay»^ftSo(dVbe' 

^^ deiit^rod into the Mould of it, andmkyil hiia^ it^minb' 

<5 Hearty tM J ma;^ not Sinxigainst Tibi^r^mp. Aiiim^ed^ 

'f by the great Moijivesi there suggested, i teay t eikr^ 

'^ Morning h& renewing the Bed^atiomof mg^ i^Wtke,* 

^^/AroMgr&: J^9i^:Xhy :belavcJd Son; 9knd)bedeM?lfig fPortk" 

^^ Him nets Suppliei^ o£ i\2^ blessed S^irUy^'iVLvs^j^^^^l^b^^ 

^^ Influences are the lafe.of my SoiiL ■• o ^ : - 1 •£ ;' 

" Ajid being thus prepared, dQ\ Thou, 'Ldrd', ^kad'me 

^' forth by the Hand /o juiltlie .Duties md Evenp o^the* 

<>) Oay 1 in- that Gailingy wherein ThayiJi^^heeo, plettetf 

^^,toif:ay.m^f may»I aJWde with 'Thae<i|>:; ;ii«t'bang^ 

" slothful in Businessj,\3jiifdraenti4i^Spir^ skrdkgthe 

^f A £0/^ (^) I • May ^liloio w ^he Valui&of l^imey andtalwtiy s 

f^ improTe^iU tartlb^>best Advanlia^, & siich^dlota^atr 

<f Thouhaat assigj^,.ine; bo^ long soeTer. they may* 

*f mesA^ or how .panful soever they . may be ! \ 'J5o Xhy* 

« Glory, O Lord,, may .the iabonra of Lift be pursued i 

<^ and to Thy Gloryrmay the Refreslmuentsl oi:k:h^ 

(^ s^mghi! JVheihsr l^a^^ ^rMiidtiatukatetaekl'daii^Ji 

^^ may. that £«4 j^iU be kept in Tiew^i slnd m^yitt.be^ 

«f a^tain^di 4n^ ii^y.«tvery. Refrtehtnent, land iB^k^sc^ 

<^ froni Bttsipe^s^- prepare me to«*teThee>witi gpeater 

(l)Psal. ctIK 1/' 'lrtyi>8ai.ivV6?* 'S,'Cn)^l' Aw. vlV/^l 
: (It) Prov, xxUi. IT. (m) Psal. cxix. n. (o) Rom. xil. \U 

/,r .; . . ./ ; . ^^]}h,9?M'<% M .air tu$K ^:, 
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30S' 4:IVtygr m ked Ut^ke SUHt tftiurSmaf Clf4p.«»^ 

<^ Mff mmti C^e be #Atchfiil to tM&ne the Betusfnt 
^.^ iHetdei fro«i Tliee ;. smd majr a gf»tefi|l Sittise of* 
<< 7%iW Hmf .m ifa^ add a Savouv and « Ritlisk 'to all ! 
<<, And whtfii{j(^c^t#iif com^ m\&ch m a^ World like^' 
<f I w<mh3L 9c^fia^dim myself to expett^i mav tVememfaer 
<< tlpat tkey come from Thee; and may tkat f^Uy reconcile 
<f .me to tkem, rVhale 1 firmly beSk¥e^ that the same Loye 
<^ wU^ gives OS ofir ifatfy Bmad^ appoints as our ctotYy 
^^ iCf'Pl^^y which t woold learn id /«A:^ if|9, that I may 
^i^foUam my liMur Lord> (q),. w«fh a Temper like that 
<< whicb H^^meaifested, when ascenQing' Ctifz^aiy for my 
<<< Sake ; sfiyiHg Hke flimy the Cup nhkh M^lPather htUh 
<< given Me^ liMU I mi 4nnh it <r) 9 > And'when I enter 
<< tiilo.TVmfi^a/iMi, d6Thon, hovA^deliver mefromEvU! 
<< (ft) ''Mw«^<me l«naiiile^ I'ioitreat The^, 6f tny otrn 
<< WealcaeM, theib my HeaVt may be raised to Theb for 
f^ pineacut Coaimaiiicationft of proportionable Strength ! . 
^^ When I twn .engaged in the ^ Society of others, may it 
'.< be my Desire ftnd my Care, tliat X may do^ and receive,' 
<< B$> nmeh Cr^^d as pos8i1lie;»!aiid tnay I cdntinu^ly 
<< aMiirec tike gieat ^drposes of JAtcfhy honouring Thee, 
<^ and diffasing useful Knowledge and Happiness in the 
^ World! And when I iim alon^^^may I remember my 
'^ HeasetUff Fuiher is with me ; and may I enjoy the 
^, .Fleo^ufB ( of Thy . Presence, and feel th^ animating^ 
^, Po'wmr of^t^ avakeningmy? SkMil' to an earnest Den^re* 
<< to think, and act, as in Thy Sight! 

^^ Tims Jetijfty Pcys be spent : And let thete always be 
^^ dtoetf in Thy Fear, anduitd^aSenee of Thy gracious 
<< Piretmice t -Meet me, O Lord, in mine Eyening Retire^ 
^ metOs I . ^ay Ichnsl^ tiie most proper Time for tiiem ; 
^ mj^l; dilifBiitly attend to. Rending and Prayer; and 
^ iidieiL) I Jrevie^r my Cdaduet, may I do it with an im. 
M pmiiiKEyel LstBotSdf.LoTesfikreadafaise Golonrfaig 
^ .over^it ; but may I jttd^e m^effi as ottci tii4t expects 
^ /tai tte judged 4f-^ £ordy 4md Is itery s^lkitbus ho 
^ BMty. fte«p9n»rcd by Thee, "wk^seard^et^'M HeattSf 
^ and cansi natfotg^i onsf of m^ Works (t)! Lei my 
** Frtyer come daily before Thee as Incense, and let the 
*< iifHf^ w cf my Hands, be as the Mpming and iha 
*..•', .;•' /; ■■ . >.,\i ^ ' }^ jEtening 

(0) Ketk tiU« 9k (r) 3tiHn xviii. 11 . (s) Matt. Tt. 13. 

(t)A»«»wi.7* 
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Chftp.fiO. uhommttdoHainiQ mtkaCcmne ^fJL^e* lOf 

'^ Evening Sacrffiee (u) ! May I resigii my Powers to 
^^ Sleep in sweet Calmness ,and Serenity; conscious 
<< that I have lived to God in the Day? and cbeerfolly 
<< persuaded that I am accepted of Thee in Christ Jesus 
^^ my Lord, aud humbly ibo/ifi^ in Th^ Men^ through 
^^ Him w^^er my 9ays on ^ai>th' be prolonged, or the 
<< Residue of them be cut off in the Midst (x) ! If Death 
^^ comes by a leisurely Adrance^ may it find me thus 
<f l^mglpy^r; wd if I am^calLe^ o^ a sudden to escebangte 
<^ Wprjkl^, ^may my. l^t Days and, Hours be fou}id to 
^^ have been conducted by such Maxims as these ; that I 
^< inay hate a sweet and easy I^assage from the Services 
^^ of Time to the infinitely nobler Services of an immortal 
<^ State! I ask it through Himy who while on Earth was 
<< the fairest Pattern and Bxample of every Virtue. and 
'< Grace, and who now Utes and reigns with Thee, able 
'< to sa»e unto the uttermost {j) : To Him haMigdone ^liy 
^^ I Would fiy, with huiubb Acknowledgement that tam^ 
" 'an unproj^Me Seriarit (k) ; t6 JSim be Gioryfor ever 



an4 
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\ ■ ' ^ 


ti. 


♦.; • : •- \ SI ' ' 


,- ."■• - . ^ ■ \ 


• ' . •■'•^ ^< 


f^l'' 1 - •» .' 


.-•..4 ! , ..^ J -■ 


//•:. , .*■ : 


i ,. . M ."IW 




' .*- 






I- ■ • 



t.i;A CHAP. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



,.* -.' '. • f..: . - . ': I) >. , > -- 

r .i:^:. : ' -. :- '.'^' « ', f'^-':i.\^, ^ -:•..• i/. t;v •' 
A'Cantiiyn ftgainst' various rPemptlitioBs^ . by 

j)a'n^ers continue ^ <tfter the jfirst Difficulties (considered 
*^/Cfiap.xy\.) dre^brokenthroji^h: §. 1. Pm-ticular Cuu^ 



. needless Expehce ;' V 4.' ('3i)Agains^ the Snares'^ qf 
vain Company ; %. 6, (4.) Against hxcessive tiurries 
4$f ttcrldig Business ^^ §. Q.-'^^hick is^nf^rcedly^^ 
fatal Consequences these have' had in many Cases. §, 7. 
7%e Chapter concludes with an Exhortation to die to 
this Worlds and live to another y §. 8. And the young 
Converts Prayer for Divine Protection against the 
Dangers arising from these Snares, 

^« 1* rriHE Representation I have peen making of the 
JL Pleasure and Adyantage of a Life spent ia . 
DeVotedness to Gou and Communion with Sim, as I 
hare described it above, will I hope engage you, my 
dear Reader, to form some Purposes, and niiLke somo 
Attempt to obtain it. But from GQnsiderlng the Nature, 
and observing the Course of Things, it appears excee4«* 
ingly evident, that besides the general Opposition which 
I formerly mentioned as like to attend you in your first 
Entrance on a religious Life, you will find even after 
you have resolutely broke through this, a Variety qf 
Hindrances in ^ny Attempts of exemplary Piety, and 
in the Prosecution of a remarkably strict and edifying 
Course, will present them»elyes daily in your Path, 
ML : And 
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Chap. 91. agidnsi a sluggish and indoieni Tamper. 265 

And whereas yai| may by a few resolute Efforts, baffle 
some of the former iSort of Enemies ; these will be perpe« 
tually renewing their Onsets, and a Tigorous Struggle 
must be continually maintained with &em. Give m« 
I^eave now therefore, to be , particular in my Caution 
against some of the chief of them. And here I would 
insist upon the Difficulties^ which will arise from Indolence 
aitd the Love of Pleasure; from vain Company^ and from 
teorldli/ Cares* Each of these may prove' insnaring to 
any, and especially to young Persons, to whom I would 
now have some particular Regard. 

§. 2. I intreat you therefore, in the first Place, that 
you will guard against a sluggish and indolent Temperi. 
The Loye of Ease insinuates itself into the Heart, uuder 
a Variety of plausible Pretences, which are often allowed 
to pass, when Temptations of a grosser Nature would 
not be admitted. The mispending a little Time seems to 
' wise and good Men, but a small Matter; yet this.some- 
times rups them into great Inconveniences. It often leadst 
them to break in upon the Seasons regularly allotted to 
Devotion, and to defer Business, which might iqimediately 
be done, but being put off from Day to Ihiy is not done 
at all; and thereby the Services of Life are at least 
diminished, and the Rewards of Eternity diminished 
proportionably : Not to insist upon i^ that very fr&« 
quently this lays the Soul open to far tKer Temptations, by 
which it falls in Consequence of being found unemployed. 
Be therefore suspicious of the first Approaches of this 
Kind. Hemember, that the Soul of Man is an active 
Being, and that it must find its Pleasure in Activity, 
Gird up tiierdfore the Loins of your Mind (a), EndeaVour 
to keep yoursielf always well employed. Be espact, if I 
niay with bumble Reverence use the EjTpression, in your 
Appointments mth GOD. Meet him ^rly in the Morning f 
and say not with the Sluggard^ when the proper Hour of 
rising is come, A little more Sleep^ a little more Slumbet 
(b). That Time which Prudence shall adyi^e you, give 'to 
Conversation, and to other Recreations. But when that • 
is elapsed, and no u^ft^reseen and important Engagement 
presents, rise q,nd be^gqne. Quit the Cqmpany of your » 
dearest Friends, a&d retire to your proper business, 
P whe^^t 

ifi.) I Pet. i. W, 0>) JPiPT. vl. 10. 



Digitized 6y 



Google 



WS Cautiem agaimUhe Love efTkasurey C2iap,9K 

irbethier it be in the l^ield, €tke Shop, or the Closet FotJstf 
actiog coBtrary id the secret Dictates of joni Miod, a» 
to what is just at the pveseot Moment best to do, though 
it be but in the Maimer of spending Half (m UowPj some 
Degree of Guilt is contracted, and » Habit is cherished^ 
vfhich may draw after it much worse Consequences. 
Consider therefore what Duties are to be ^spatched^ 
and in what Season^ Form your Plan as prudently as. 
you can, and pursue it resolutely ; unless any unexpected 
Incident arises, which leads you to conclude, that Duty 
calls you another Way. Allowances^ for such unthought^ 
of Interruption must be made ; but if in Consequence of 
this, yon are obliged to omit any Thing of Importance^ 
which you proposed to have done To«rday, do it if 
possible To-morrow : And do not cut yourself out new 
Work, till the former Plan be dispatched, unless yon- 
really judge it, not merely more amusing, but moro 
important. And always remember, that a Servant of 
Christ should see to it, that he determine on these Occa* 
sions as in his Master* s Service. 

§. 3. Guard also against a/n excessive Love of sensitive 
and Animal Pleasure^ as that which wUl be a great Hind* 
ranee to you in that religious Course, which I have now 
been urging. You cannot but know that Christ has told, 
nis, that a Man must deny himself^ and take up his Cross 
daiiif^ if he desire to become His Disciple (c). Christ 
the Son of God, the former and the Heir of ail -Things 
pleased not l^imself (d) ! but submitted to Wants, to Dif«. 
Acuities, and Hardships, in the Way of Duty, ahd^soroe 
of tbem of the extreradst Kind and Degree, for the 
Glory of God and the Saltation of Men. * In this Way 
-w^ are to follow Him ; and as we know not how sooii wo 
may be called, even to resi^ unto Blood, striving agaim$ 
Sin (e), it is certainly best to acciistom ourselves to that 
Discipline, which we may possibly be called out to exercise, 
even in such rigorous Heights. A soft and delieate Life 
will give Force to Temptations, which might easily be 
subdued by one, who has habituated himself to endure 
Hardship as a good Soldier of Jesus Chr^t (f). It^ 
also produces an Attachment to tjiis Worid, land an Un» 

wUlingiwss 

Xo) Uke tjc.,«S^ (d> Rom. xr, S. (e) Hcb. xU, 4. 

tf )»Tini. it. 3* 
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lirUfingTiesfi to leave it : wBich ill becomes those who ato 
Strangers and Piigrims on Earth, and who expect so 
tioon to be called away to thai better Country which thejr 
profess to 9eek {%), Add to this, that what the Work! 
calls a Wfe of Pleasure, is necessarily a Itife of Expence 
too, and may perhaps lead yon, as it has done matiy 
others, and especially many who hate been setting out 
in the World, beyond the Limits which Proyidence had 
atssigried ; and sq after a short Course of Indulgence, may 
prodace a proportionable Want, And while in othc^ 
Cases it is true, that Pity should be shewn to thePoor, thisi 
Is a Poverty that Is justly coutemptifole, becauise it is the 
Elfedt of a Man*s own Folly ; an4 when yqur fVant thug 
comes upon you as an armed Man (h), you willnot 6n]f 
find yourself stripped of the Capacity you might otherwise 
have secured for performing those Works of Charity 
which are so ornamental to a Christian Profetoion, but 
probably will be under strong Temptations to sqme )oW 
Attifice or mean Compliance, quite beneath the Christian 
Character, and that of an upright Man, Many wha 
once made a high Profession, after a Series of such sorry 
and scandalous Shifts, have fallen into the infamy of 
bankrupts, and of the worst Kind of Bankrupts; J meai| 
$uch as have lavished away on themselves what was indeed 
the Property of others, and so have injured^ and perhaps 
ruined, the Industrious, to feed a foolish, lui^urious, op 
ostentations Humour^ which while indulged was the Si^am^ 
of their own Families, and when }t can be indulged uq 
longer is their Torment^ This will be a terrible iUproach 
to Rdigion : Such a Reproach to it, that a good* Mai| 
would rather chuse to live on Bread and Water, or indee4 
to die for waiit of them, >than to occasion it, 
♦ §• 4. (Gruard) therefore, I beseech you, against any 
Thing which might tend that Way, especially by Diligence 
in Business, and by Prudence atid FrugaUty in* JSjxpence, 
which by the pivlne Blessing,^ m^y have a very happy 
TnAuenuetomake your Affairs- prosperous, your }{ealtl| 
vigorous, #nd your Mind easy. But this oannot be 
attained without k^ping a resolute Watoh over yourself, 
and strenuously refusing to comply with many Propo* 
sats, which Indolent or Sei^suality wi|l offer in verjF 
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d08 Cautions againsi Snwrea ofCompar^. Chap, th 

^l»usiiilc Forms and for which it ifftll pflcad, ^^ that 'it 
^' asks but very little." Take heed, lest in this Respect 
you imitaie those foud Parents, who by indulging their 
Children in eyery little Thing they have a mind to, en- 
courage them by insensible Degrees to grow still more 
incroaching, and imperious ia their Demands; as if 
they chose to be ruined zeith them^ rather than to check 
iJtem in what seems a Trifle. Remember, and consider 
tliat excellent Remack, sealed by the Ruin of so many 
Thousands: ^' He that.despiseth small Things shaM fall 
f< by little and little.'' 

§. 5. In this VieW) give me Leare also seriously and 

tenderly to caution you, my dear Reader, against the 

Snares ^f vain Company. I speak not, as before, of that 

Company, which is openly licentious and profane. X 

hope, there Ls something now in your Temper and Views^ 

which would engage you to turn away from such with 

Detestation and Horror. But I beseech you to consider,^ 

that those Companions may be very dangerous, who 

might at first give you but Tery little Alarm ; I mean - 

those, who though not the declared Enemies of Religion^ 

and professed Followers of Vice and Disorder, yet never- 

tthelessr have no practical Sense of DiTine Things on their 

jUearts, so far as can be judged by their Conversation 

and Behaviour. You must often of Necessity be with 

such Persons, and Christianity, not only allows, bu| 

requires, that you should, on ail expedient Occasious of 

Intercourse with them^ tteat them with Civility and 

Respect X But chuse not such fpr your mo^ intimaie 

Friends J and do not contrive to spend most of your leisure 

IVIom^nts among them. For such Converse has a sensible 

Tendency to alienate the Soul from Con, and to render 

it iinfit for all spiritual Communion with him. To con. 

vince you of this, do but reflect oti your own^ £xperienee; 

vfhexi youi have . been for many Hours together among 

Fersons of such a^ Character, ho you not find yourself 

more indisposed for Devotional Exercises I 'Do you not 

(nd your Heart, by insensible Degrees, more and aiore 

inclined to a Conformity to^thb World, and to look 

vith a secret Disreli^ an these Objects and Employments, 

to which Reason directs as the noblest and the best I 

Ob$effve the first Symptoms and guard against the Snare 

in Time; And for ^ Purpose, endeavour, to form 

. -T . -rr rx. . .. . FjiexMlships, 
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JPriendships, founded in Piety, and supported by It. Btf 
U Compunion of them that fear GOD^ and of them that 
keep his Precepts (i). You well know, that in the Sight 
of GdD thetf are the Excellent of the Emth; let them 
therefore be all your Delight {k). And that the peculiar 
Benefit -of their Friendship may not be lost, endeavour to 
make the Best of the Hours you spend with them. The 
wisest of Men has obseryed, that when Counseiin the Heart 
of a Man is like deep Waters; that is, when ilr lies low 
and concealed, a Man of Understanding mil draw k out 
(4.) Endeavour therefore on such Occasional, so far as 
you can do it with Decency and Convenience, to give 
the Conversation a Religious Turn. = And .when serious 
and useful Subjects are started in your Presence, lay hold 
ti them, and cultivate them ; and for that Purpose let 
the Word of Christ dwell richly in you (m), and be conti- 
nually made the Man of your Counsel (n). 

§. 6. If it be so, it will secure you, not only from the 
Snares of Idleness and Luxury, but from the Cohtagioi^ ' 
of every bad Example. And it will also engage you to 
guard against those excessive Hurries of worldly Business^ 
which would HU up all your Time and Thoughts, and 
thereby choke the good Word o/Gon, mid render it in a 
.great Measure, if not quite, unfruitful (o). Young People 
are generally of an enterprising Disposition : Having ex- 
perienced compajratively little of the Fatigue of Business 
and of the Disappointments and Incumbrances of Life, 
they easily shallow them up, and annihilate them in their 
Iinagination, and fancy that their Spirit, their Application 
and Address, will be able to encounter and sjurmount' every 
Obstacle of Hindrance. But the Eveiit proves it other, 
wise. Let me intreat yon therefore, to be cautious, how 
you plunge yourself into a greater Variety of Business 
than you are capable of managing as you ought, that is, 
in Consistency with the Care of your Souls, and the Ser^ 
vice of Gop ; which certainly pught not on any Pretence 
to be neglected. It is true indeed, that a prudent Regard^ 
to your zsorfdly Interest would require such a Caution ; 
as it is obvious to every careful Observer, th^t Multitudes 
are undone, by grasping at moi'e than they can conveni^- 
ipntly manage. Hence it has frequently been seen, that . 

while 

(l) Fs?a. <?xi«. 63, (1) Prov. art. &. (n) Psal. cxix. 24. 
(k) Psal. x\'u 3. (m) Col. iii. la. (p) MaU.^xiii. 2«, 
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t id iiit Poll^ of resotvmg h be kichf Ooip. Hi 

wkile.^ej hare e«emed resolved to be Rkh^ they have 
pierced thepiseives through taUh many Sorrows (p),.}iavii 
ir4iined tkeir own Families, and drawn down many others 
into Desolation with them. Whereas, could thej have 
been contented with moderate £mployinents and moderate 
Gains, they might have prospered in their Business, and 
tiaight by silre Degrees, under a Divine Blessing, haTd 
tranced to great and honourable Increase. But if there 
were no Danger at all to be apprehended on this Head^ 
if you were as certiun of becoming rich and. great,, as 
you are of perplexing and fatiguing yourself in the 
Attempt, consider, I beseech you, how precarious these 
Enjoyments are. Consider, how often z, plentiful Table 
becomes a Snare^ and that which would have been for a 
Man's Welfare^ becomes a Trap (q). t'orget not that short 
Les&on, which is so comprehensiTO of the highest Wisdomi 
One Thing is neeffful (t). But diiily thinking, while 

-the gay and the great Things of Life are glittering before 
your Eyes, how soon Death will come^ and impoTcrlsh 
jou at otice : how soon it willstrip you of all Possessions, 
but those which a naked Soul can carry aloiig with it 
into Eternity, when It drops the Body into the Grave* 
Eternity 1 ETEkNi±ir! EtkrnitIt! Carry the \ieir 
t>f it about With yoil, if it be possible, through every 
Hour of waking Life ; and bo fully persuaded^ that you 
have tiQ Business, tto Interest in Life, that is incon^ 
i^istent with it: For whatsoever would be injurious to 
this View, is not ^our Business^ is not ff&ur Interest* Yott 

. isee indeed, th&t the Generality of Men act as if thej 
thought the great Thing which God required of thera^ 
In order to secure His Favour, was to get as much of the 
World as possible ; at least as much as they can without 
any gross Immorality^ and without risking the Lo^s 
of ali, for making a little Addition^ And as if it were 
to abet this Design^ they tell others, and perhaps td! 
themselves, they only seek Opportunities of greater Use^ . 
fulness. But in Eflect, if they mean any *thihg more by 
this, than a Capadty of Usefulness, which, when iAiey 
have it^ ihetf uiU not exert^ they generally deceive them* 
selves; and one ^\ay or another, it is a vain Pretence. 

In most Inst&ncer^Ien seek the World, =^either that 

they 

(|>) 1 Tim. vi. 10* (q) Psal. Ui;j. g2. Jr) Luke x, 42. 
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^tliey may hoard up Riches, for the mean and scandidoils 
Satisfaction of ieoktng upon diem while they are liriiig, 
.und of' thinking) ihat when they are dead it will be said 
iof them, thatttlv^ hate left so man^ Hundreds or Thbtu 
.sands qf J^oHHds bdkvtkd them ; tery peobably, to ensnare 
;thetr ChHdiReD, nor their Hdrs, (fot the Vanity is not 
'fieaidiar to those who have ChMren of their own :) — Or 
iielsey that 'itiey may iayish away their Riches on tb^ 
•laistB, and jkoWA theinsdves in a Gulph of Sensuality, 
in #hteh, if JR.ea8on be not lost, Religion Is soon swak 
iewed up) and with it all the noblest Heasures whiok 
t€an eater into the ileart of Man. In this View, the 
•Gieneraiity t>f .Rich People appear to me Objects of 
'muek greater Compassion than the Eoot : Especially as 
-^wken both Uve (which is frequently the Case) without ang 
jFisar qf .G&D -before their Eyses, the Rich abuse the 
^reatec Variety and Akundance of His i>*avours, and 
therefore will .|>cobably fed, In that World of futore 
Ruin, wiHch awaits impeniteftt Sinners, a more exquisite 
Sense of their Misery. 

%• 7^ And let me observe to you, my deiu* Reader^ 
lest yOtt dioiild 'thiak yourself secure from any such 
Danger, that we have great Reason to apprehend, there 
are many now in a rery wretched State^ who once i^ought 
seriously of Religion, when they were first setting out, 
in lower Circumstances of Life ; but they ha?e since for^ 
'saken Goj) for Mtanmont and are now priding themselves 
in those golden Chains^ wl^ch in all Probability, befare 
It be long, will leave them to remain in those of Darkness* 
When tWcforc an Attadiment to the World may be 
followed with such fatal Consequences, lei not thine 
Heart emy Sinners (s) ; and do ndt^ out of a Desire of 
^ning what they ha?e, be guilty of such Folly as to 
expose yourself to diis double linger of Jailing in the 
Mempt, or of being undone b^ tfie Success of it. Contract 
yoar Desires ; endeavour to-^e easy and content with a 
little : And if Pksovidenee caU you out to act in a larger 
Sphere, submit to it in ObecBence to Providence, but 
pumber it among the Trials of Life, which it will require 
a larger Proper tioa of Grace to bear wclL For be 
^sured that as Affairs and Interests multiply, Cares and 

Duties 
(>) l^v. xxiii. If, , . » 
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tif Jn.Exhoriaiion to die to the World. Chap. 2t» 

Dutito will certainly increase, and probably Disappoint^ 
metits and Sorrows will increase in an eqnal Proportion. 

§. 8. On tlie wh(^e, Learn by Divine Grace^' ^o die to 
the present World f to look npon it as a low State of 
Being, which God never intended for the. final and com* 
plete Happiness, or the supreme Care of any one of Hfet 
Children : A World, where something is indeed to be 
enjoyed, but chiehyfrom Himself { where a great deal is 
to be borne with Patience and Resignation ; and where 
some important^ Duties are to be performed, and a Course 
ef Discipline^ to be passed through^ by whidi you are to be 
formed for a better State ; to whidi as a Christian you 
are near, and to which God will call you, perhaps on a 
sudden, but undoubtedly^ if you hold on your Way, -in 
the fittest Time and the most conv^ient Manner. Refer 
therefore all this to Hitn* Let your Hopes and Fears^ 
your Expectations and Desires, with Regard to this 
World, be kept as low as possible; and all your Thoughts 
be united, as much as may be, in this one Centre, What 
it is that Xjtod would, in present Circumstances, hare 
you to be.; and what is that Metfwd of Conduct^ by which 
you m^y most effectu^y ]^euse and glorffy Him / ' 

The Young Converf^a Prater for Divine Protedioffy 
against the Danger 4(f these Snares* 

<« TlLESSED GOD! in the Midst of Ten Thousand 
. ^JL) ^^ Snares knd Dangers, which surround me from 
'^ without and from within, permit me to look up unto 
^^ Thee with my humble Intreaty, that Thou wouldst 
<* deliver me from them that rise up against me (t), and 
*^ that Thine Eyes may be upon me for Good(uy. When 
<^ Sloth and Indolence are ready to. seize me, awaken 
<^ me from that idle Dream, with lively and affectionate 
*^ Views of that invisible and eternal World, to which 
^^ I am tending I Remind me of what infinite Importance 
^' it is, that I diligently improve these transient Moments^ ^ 
<^ wliich Thou hast allotted to me as the Time of -my 
*' Preparation for it ! 

^' When Singers entice me^ may I not consent (%} ! 
<< May holy Converse with God give me a Disrelish for 

«< the 

• <l) Ptol. Ilx. h («) JW. xxjv. 0. (i) Prov. i. 10. 
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iBhap. il. APrayet to kepi from these Snares. 2li 

^< the ConVerse of ih6se who are Strangers to Thee, an^ 
^^ vho would separate my Soul from Thee ! {lay I honour 
^' ihem that feMr the Lord (y), zxAwafkhig mith sack 
^^ wise and holy Men, may I find I ani daily adrahciDg 
^' in Wisdom aind Holiness (z)! Quicken me^O Lord, by 
f^ their Means; that by me Thou mayei^t also qnickeu 
^' others ! Make me the happy Instrument of enkindling 
^^ and anknatiog theFIaine of Divine Love in their 3reast^ 
<^ and may it catch from Heart to Heart, fod grow every 
" Mbment in it» Progress ! , 

<^ Giiard ine, O Lord, from the Love ojf sensued Plea* 
^' sure / May I ^riously remember, that to be c($rnaUp 
^^ minded is Death (9.) ! May it please Thee therefore, to 
" purify and refine my Soul by the Influences of Thine 
<^ Holy Spirit, that I may always shun unlawful Gratifi* 
<^ cations, more solicitously than others pursue them; 
<^ and that those Indulgences of Animal Nature, which 
<^ Thou hast allowed, and which the Constitution of 
<^ Things render necessary, may be soberly and mode- 
,*^ rately used ! May I still remember the superior Dignity 
<^ of my spiritual and intelligent Nature, and may the 
^^ Pleasures of the Man and the Christian be sought as 
** my noblest Happiness ! May my Soul rise on the Wings 
<^ of holy Contemplation, to the Regions of invisible 
^< Glory; and n^ay I be endeavouring to form myself, 
*^ under tW Influenced of Divine Grace, for the Enter- 
<^ tainments of those Angelic Spirits, that live in Thy 
^'. Presence, in a happtf Incapacity of those gross Delights, 
^^ by which Spirits dwelling in Flesh are so often en* 
^^ snared, and in which they so often lose the Memory 
<' of their high Original,^ and df those noble Hopes, 
f' which alone are proportionable to it I 

^^ Give me, O . Lord, to know the Station in which 
<^ Thou hast flxed me, and steadily to pursue the Duties 
** of it! But deliver me from those excessitte Cares of 
^^ this World, swhich would so engross my Time and my 
<< Thoughts, that the one Thing needful should be for* 
^^ gotten ! May my Desires after worldly Possessions 
^^ be moderated, by considenng their uncertain and 
^^ unsatisfying Mature ; and while others are laying up 

'* Treasured 
(y) Psal. zv. 4. (c) Prov» xiil. fO. (a) Roft. vUi. «. 
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iy Tre.fL9^r^ qu ^firih^ .pay J \)RrUkt&xmr4$G0D(:h)i 
€i 1^^ I never }»e tqQ ifus^ to Att^ .to tjiose great 
y Ai?^ir{i> JB'W^ Ue between Tii^e ^i^«>y$Q«l ; never be 
.^^ SQ ie^)9gro9$e4 with th^C<wc<^Dfi c^f Tiin^ Hi to n^ect 
"•< tbe Ip<)erest3 of Eternityi May I p^$ tbrongb J^rth 
<< ,wi,tb piy Uearjt and Hopes set npon Heaven, and fed! 
.^< the attracti?e Influence stronger and atronger^ as I 
^* approach sUll nearer and nearer to that desirable 
^< Centre ; till the htqipjf Moment come^ when every earthly 
^' Object shall disappear from my View, ^nd the shinin^^ 
^< .Glories of tl^e Heavenly World shall fill my improve^ 
\^^ and strengthened Sight, which shall (hen be sheared 
^ with that whioh would now overwhelm me 1 Amen.'^ 

(b) Lttke xii. «I. 



CHAP. 
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CttAP. XXII. 

^e Case of Spiritual Decay and La^tguof 
in Religionv 

Declensions in Religion^ und Relapses into Sin, with theif 

sorromful Consequences^ are in the general too probable. 

§.1. The Case of Declension and Languor in Religio^ 

*. 4escribedj negatively: \. ^. hJui^ositH^efys ^* 3. 09 

discovering itself y (1*) By a Failure in the Duties ^ 

' ihejCloset^ §. 4. {2.) By a neglect of social Worship^ 
%• d. (3.) By zbantofLove to our FellowmChristiamj^ 
§. 6. (4.) By an undue Attachment to sensual Pkai^ 
^ures^ or secular Cares^ §.7. (5,) By Pr^udices against 
some important Principles in Religion; ^* 8. ASympt^ 
torn peculiarly. sad and dangerous. §.9910^ pirectia$Kt 
for Recovery ^ §.11. Immediately to be purfiU£(l* ^•1% 
^4 Prayer for o7te under spirUufi Decays^ 

%. I. TF I am $0 haippy as to prevail upon yoa ia iSm 
JL fixhortatioDS and Cautions I have given, yott 
will probably go on with Pleasure and Comfort in ReiU 
gion ; and your Ptdh will generally be Hke the Morning 
JJghi^ whidi shinHh more and more until the perfect Day^ 
j(a). Yet I dare not flatter mysrif with an Expectation 
of such Success, as $hall carry you above those Varieti^ 
in Temper, Conduct, and State, VFhich hawt been mor« 
or less the Complaint of the best of Men-. Much do f 
fear, that how warmly soever youi* Heart may now b^ 
impressed with the Representation I have been oiaking, 
'though the great Objects of your Faith and Hope con- 
tinue nnchangeable, ^our Temper towards Hiem wUl be 
Changed. Much do tf^aty that you wit ^1 your 

Mini 
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Wi Spifiiml Decay will iisctfoer ^seif, Cha.pl 2?. 

Mind ianguish and tire in tbc good Ways of Gop, nay, 
that yon may be prevailed upon to take some step out 
of them, and may thus Jail a Prey to some of those Temp^ 
dationsy wliich you now look upon vitd a holy Scorn. 
The probable Consequence of this will be, that God will 
hide his Face from you ; that He will stretch forth His 
afflicting Hand against you and t)iat you still will see your 
sorrowful Moments, bow cheerfully soever you may now 
be rejoicing in the Lord^ ami Joying in the GOD of your 
Salp&tion (b). I hope therefore it may be of some Service, 
if this too probable Event should happen, to consider 
these Cases a little more particularly : And I heartily 
]»ray, that God would make what I shall say concerning 
llhem, the Means of restoring, comforting, and strengthen. 
ing your Soul, if He ever suffers you in any Degree to 
tlcviate from Him. 

^ §. 5. We trill Jirsf consider tiie ,Casc of SpirUual 
Declensions^ and Languor in Reh'git^n* And here I desire, 
-that, before I proceed any farther, you would observe, 
"Chat I do not comprehend under this Head every ^bate- 
went of that Fervour, which a young Convert may find 
when he first becomes experimentally acquainted with 
Divine Things. Oar Natures are so framed, that the 
Novelty of Objects strikes them in spmetking of a pepu. 
ftar Manner: Not to urge, how much more easily our 
Passions are impressed in the earlier Years of Life, than 
when we are more advanced in the Journey of it. This, 
g^rhaper,Js not sufiiciently iconsidered. Too greataSireHs 
|s commonly laid on the Flow of Afflictions \ and ia 
Consequence of this, a Christian Who is ripened in Gilace, 
•and greatly advanced in his Preparations for Glory, may 
80Bietimes.be ready to lament imaginary rather than real 
'Decays,, and to. say, without any just Foundation, Qhy 
;that it were with me as in MorUhs past (c) ! Therefore, 
^ou can hardly be top frequently told, that Ae/z^ton 
consists chiefly, ** intlkt Resolution of the WiU for €K)D^ 
<< and in a constant Care to avoid whatever we are per- 
/^ suadcd He would disapprove, to dispatch the Work 
!<^ He has assigned to us in Life, and to promote His 
.** Glory in the Happiness of Mankind.?'.. To thb weare 
.chiefly to att^d, Jooj^Jf in all to^ t\^ SimpUfcity and 
1 . rurity 

(h) Isa. Ui. Jfl. d} Jo|> xxtx. ». 
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QIiap.^2. bff a liiaureaf the Duties €f the C3o^. ^T 

Purity of th^se Motives from wkich we act, whidi wa^ 
know are chiefly regarded by that 6rOX) whq searches the 
Heart: humbling ourselves before Him. at tbp suno^ 
Time under a Sense of our many Imperfections, and fly^i. 
ing to the Blood of Christ and the Grace of the Gospel. 

^. 3. Having given this Precaution, I will now a little^ 
more particularly describe the Case, which I caU tii& 
Stjife of a Christian who is declining, in Religion^ .so fap> 
as it does not fall ia with those, which I sha^l consider 
in the following Chapters^ And I must abserve that it 
*^ chiefly consists 'Mn a Forgetftdness of Divine Objects,^ 
^' and a Remissness in those various Dalies^ to which we 
^' stand engaged by that solemn Surrender^ which we 
^^ have mside of ounselves to the Service of Gox».'* 
There will be a Variety of Symptoms, according to the 
diflerent Circumstances and. Relations in which the 
Christian is placed ; but i^ome will be of a more universal- 
Kind. It will be peculiarly proper to toucb oa these;, 
and so much the rather, as the^e Declensions ar^ oftec^ 
unobservedy like ihegretf Hairs which were uponEphraimy 
when he knew it not (d). 

^ §. 4. Should you, my good Reader, fall inta thi» 
State, it will probably first discover itself. by a Failure 
^f the Duties of the Closet. Not that I suppose, they 
will at first, or certiunJy conclude, that they, will at a)f, 
De wholly omitted : But they will be run over in a .cold 
and formal Manner. Sloth,^ or same of those. othei( 
Snares which I cautioned you against m the former 
Chapter, will so far prevail upon yow, that though per- 
b^ps you know and recollect, that the proper Season of 
ttetirement is come, you will sometimes indulge yourself 
upon your Bed in the Mornings sometimes in Cpmfersatpm 
or Business in the Eveningy .so as not to have cpnveaiept 
'time for it. Or perhaps, wheA yotf come into ,ydui 
Closet at that Season, soma favourite Book you are de* - 
sirous to read, some Correspondence that you chaise tot . 
carry. oti, or some other Amusement will present itself,, 
and pleadito be dispatched first. This will probably take 
vp more Time than you imagined ; and then secret 
Prayer will be hurried over, and pajrhaps reading th^ 
Scripture quite negleeted. You will plead, perhaps^ 

that 
(d) Hos. 711.9. 
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fi» fHi^ettttl be d Neglet£ df Social DitireSy CikVf. 1t^ 

iSkUi U btft fot once: But the same AUdwance ivitt W 
illada'ii stSOond and a third Time ; and It witt grow mor9 
ittsy aM' fkiniRar to yon each Time, than it was the 
last. And thus GOD will be mockedj and joux own 
SottI will be defraiided of Us SpirOual Meals (if I mtif^ 
be alloweld the Expression) ; the Word of GoO will be 
slighted, and SelfoExamination quite disused; ^d se^ 
cJret Prayer itself will grow a Burthen, rather than ^ 
Pel^ht: a trifling Ceremony rather than a devout 
Hom^e &t for the Acceptance of (mr Father vtho is in 
Jie€tven» 

§. 5, If immediate and resalnte Measures be not' 
taken for your Recovery from these Declensions, they 
"virill spread farther, and resich the Ads of social Worship. 
You will feel the Effect in your Families, and in Public 
Ordinancesf. And if you do not Jeel ity the Symptoms 
will be so much the worse. Wandering Thoughts wiU 
(as it were) eat out the very Heart of these Duties; It 
ii not, I betieve, the Privilege of the most eminent 
Christians, to be entirely free from them : But probably 
in these Circumstances, you will fi«d hut few Intervals 
of strict Attention, or of any Thing which wears tho 
Appearance of inward Devotion. And when theso 
heartless Duties are concluded, there will scarce be a 
Reflection made, how little Gon hath been enjoyed in 
ihenii^ how little He hath been honoured by themv 
Perhaps the Sacrament of the J4ord^s Supper] being sa 
admirably adapted to &Ti the Attention of the Soul, and 
to excite its warmest Exercise of holy Affections, may 
h^ the last Ordinance in which these Dedemiohs will be 
felt. And yet, who can say, that the sacred Table is m 

rviteged Place f Having been unnecessarily straitened 
yonr I\^arations, you leill attend with less Fixed- 
fiesi and Enlargennent of Heart than usual; And per- 
haps a- Dissatisfaction in the Review, when there has 
been a remarkable Alienation or insensibility o( Mind^ 
may o(5easion a Disposition to forsake your Place an4^ 
your Duty there. And when your spirtiual Enemies" 
Bave oilce gained this Point upon you, it is probable 
ton will fkll by^wifter Degrees than ever, and your 
Kesistftttce- to their Attempts will grow weaker ami 
weaJser, 

§.6. Wheel 
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§. 6. Wbeft^o^r J&are to <tOD din* FttiHety aikf to ^ 
Xe>r<f Je«f* Hhkst fails, your Fervotfr of Cl^ristlaa A4feCi»' 
tion to jfottr Brethren in Christ will proporlionabljT lfe)6Hne, 
9«d your Coa^sern for Usefulness in Life »baf e : esspeciaUyy 
where any Thing is to be done for spiritual Edification.- 
Yon will find one Excuse or anotlier, for the Neglect of 
Religions Diseourse, perhaps not only among Neighbours^ 
and phristian Friends, when very convenient Opportu*' 
irities oflfer ; bat even with Regard to those, who arcf 
9f^mbefs of your own Families, and to thosij, who, if 
you are fixed in the superior Relations of lafe, are eamf*- 
^ m\mA to your Care. 
' §. 7. With this RemlssBess, an Aiiachmmiy elthetta^ 
sensual Pleasure, or to worldU^ Business, wUI increase* 
Fof the Soul must have something to employ it, and 
something to delight itself in : And as it turns to oh^ ol* 
the other of these, Temptation* of on^ Sbtt ot another itill 
present themselves. In some Instances, perhaps the 
strictest Bounds of Temperance, and the regular Appoiilft^^ 
ments of Life may be broken in upon, through a Fondness- 
fir Company^ and the Entertainments which often attend 
it. In other Instances, the Interests of Life appearing 
gi^ater than tliey did before, and taking up Uiore of the 
Mind, contrary Interests of other Persons may throinr 
you into Disquietude, or plunge you into Debate anci 
contentions fk which it is extremely difficult to preserve 
either the Serenity, or the' Innocency of th« Soul. An4 
perhaps, if Ministers and other ChTbtian Friends obsenrof 
this, and endeavour in a plain and faithful Way tQ reduce 
yott from your Wandering, a false Dek'cacj/ of Mrnd,^ 
eften contracted in such a ^tate as this, will render these- 
Attempts extremely disagreeable. The Ulcer of the Souf 
(if I may be allowed the Expression), will not f>ear beir^ 
tou&ted^ when it most needs it; and one of the-most^ 
generous and self-denying Instances of Christian^ Friend* 
$hip shall be turned into an Occasion of Coldness and 
Distaste, yea, perhaps, of Enmity. 
^ §. 8, And possibly, to sum up all, this disordered 
State of Mind may lead you into some Prejudices against 
those very Principles^ which might be most effectual fot 
yftur Recovery: And your great E»emy may succeed so 
far in hfe Attempts against you, as to persuade you, thar' 
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990 Ifn^fudkes tsitt ie formed in the Mht^i Ckap. ^^ 

JOS huTe lost noduDg in Religioii, vfaen yon have almost 
Ipst all. < He maj TCiy pro^bly lea4 you to conclude^ 
^at your fonner devotional Frames were mere Fits of 
JEnthasiasm; and that the holy Regularity of your Walk 
before Gon, was an unnecessary Strictness, and Scru« 
pulosHy* Nay, you may think it a great Inq^oTement 
ip Understanding, that you ha?e learnt from some nem 
Masters^ that if a Man treat his Fellow.Creatures with 
Humanity and Good-Nature, judging and reviling those 
only who would disturb others by the Narrowness of their 
ilotions^ (for these are generally exempted from other Ob^^, 
jects of the most universal, and disinterested Benevolence 
so often boasted of), he must necessarily be in a very good 
State, though he pretend not to converse much with Gon, 
provided that he think respectfully of Him, and do not 
provoke Him by any gross Immoralities. 

§. 9. I mention this in the last Stage of Religious 
Declensions f because I apprehend that to be its proper. 
Place; and I fear, it will be found by Experience to 
Aland upon the very Confines of that gross Apostao^ into 
deliberate and presumptuous Sin, which will claim our 
Consideration under the next Head. And because tod^ 
U is that Symptom, which most effectually tends to 
prevent the Success, and even the Use of aoi^ proper 
Remedies, in Consequence of a fond and fatal Apprdien. 
sipn, that they are needless. It is, if I may borrow the 
^mile, like those Fits of that Lethargic Drowsiness^ 
which often precede Apoplexies and Death. 

§. 10. It is by no Means my Design at this Time to. 
reckon up, much less to consider at large, those dangerousi 
Crinciples which are now ready to possess the Mind, an4 
to lay the Foundation of a false and treacherous Peace. 
Indeed they are iii different Instances various, and sorne^ ' 
times run into opposite Extremes. But if Goo awaken 
yoli to read your Bible with Attention^ and give you to feel 
the Spirit with which it is written, almost every Page will 
flash in Conviction upon the Mind, and spread a iJght to 
scatter and disperse these Shades of Darkness. 

§.11. What I chiefly intend in this Address, is to 
engage you, if possible, as soon as. yau perceive the first 
S^ftoms of these Deelensions^ to be upon your Guards 
^d to endeavour as speedily as possible to recover your« . 

self' 
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self from theni. Aiid I would remind you, that the 
Remedy must begin, wbore the first Cause or Complaint 
prerailed, I mean, in the Closet, Take some Time for 
RecbJlectton, and ask your own Conscience seriously, 
How Matters stand between the blessed God, and your 
Soal? Whether they are as they once were, and os.yDXk - 
could wish them to be, if you saw your Life just drawing 
'to a Period, and were to pass immediately into the 
£ternal State ? One serious Thought of Eternity, shames ^ 
ar Thousand rain Excuses, with which, in the Forget* 
fulness of it, we are ready <o delude oui* own Souls. 
And when you feel that secret misgiTing of Heart, 
which will naturally arise on this Occasion, do not endea- 
Tonr to palliate tjie Matter, and to find out slight and 
artful Coverings, for what you Cannot forbear secretly, 
condemnitig^ but honestly fall under the Cpnyiction, > 
asfd be humbled for it. Pour out your Heart 4)efore 
Goo, and seek the renewed Influences of His Spirit- 
and Grace. Return wi^i more Exactnessi to secret Dje;. 
Totion, and to Self-Examination. Read the Scripture 
with yet greater Diligence, and especially the more. 
Devotional and Spiritual Parts of it. Labour to ground 
it in your Heart, and to feel, what you have Reason to 
believe the Sacred Penmen felt when they wrote, so far 
as Circumstances may agreCi, Open your Soul with all 
Simplicity, to ev<;ry Lesson which the Word of Gop would 
teach you; and guard against those Things, which yo a 
perceive to alienate your Mind from inward Religion^ 
though there be nothing criminal in th^ Things themseWe;, 
They may perhaps in the general be lazcful; to some 
po>ssib!y they may be ex^pedient ; but if they produce such 
an Eflfect as was mentioned above, it is certain they are 
fwt convenient for you. In these Circumstances, above all 
seek the Converge of those Christians, whose Progress id 
Religion seems most remarkable, and who adora their. 
Profession in the most Amiable Manner. Labour to 
obtain their Temper and Sentiments, and lay open your 
Case' and year Heart to them, with all the Freedom 
which Prudence will permit. Emptoy yourself at Sea- 
tons of Leisure^ in reading Practical and Devotional 
Books, in- which the Mind and Heart of the pious 
▲ttthoi^ i$ tran^sfuscd iato the Work, aad ia which you 
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Cifth (^ It wete) taste the g^nuhfe Spkii of CkrisUani%f 
And to conciiidC) Take the first Opportui^it]/: ^at prew 
dofets, of making an Approacli to th^ Table o( the Lord, 
and spare neither Time, noc Pain^i, m the most seiioiis 
Preparati6a foir it. There renews y.evff CoTenant with^ 
Goo: put yo«r Soul anew iaio the Hand of CaRtstl^ 
and endeaTour to yicw the Wonders of His dying LoTe^ 
in sneh a Minifter as may rekindle the languishing Flamey 
and quicken yon to more rigaroiis Resolutions than ever^ 
i^ Uee unto Him who died for i^ (e). And .wat<db over 
yonr own HeaH, that the good Impres»onB yen thea 
leely may conixnae. Rest not, till yon have obtainedf 
as confirmed a State in Rd^ion, as yon ever knew^ 
Hest not, till you have made a greater Progress iha^ 
before : For it is certain, more is yet behind ; and it \s^ 
only by a Zeal to go forwards, that yon can be secure 
from the Banger ol going backward and rereiting morft 
and mofe. 

- §. Vi. I only add, that It is neeessary to take these 
Precantions as soonttspamblfi; of yon %ill probabiy find 
a much swifter Progress than yon are aware in the down^ 
hill Road; and you may possibly he left ofGOhy to hXk 
ii^o some gross and aggravated Sin^ so as to ^1 T^ii^ 
Consciences with an Agony and HorcoB, which the Paia 
of broken Bmss (f > can but imperfectly espsess... 

A Fs-XTiisjEi for oti£ under Spiritual Decc^r.^ 
« T?lTERN AL and Unchangeable Jkhovah 1 Thy 

, JlLI '' Perfections and Glories are like Thy Beings 
^ immutable. Jesx;^ Thjr Son, Is the some Yesterday 
«' To^Bt^, mdfor ever (g). The Eteraal WprW ta 
<^ which I am hastening, is alw^^ equally importaiil,, 
^f and presses upen the aJktentlve Mindfor a more fisr^ed 
^^ and soleipn Regardy in Pj»>pocttoa W< tjie Oegf^o \m 
<^ which it com^s nearer a^ naaesrh l^t ala% mf 
<f Views, and my^ Affections, and my best ResoUitioii§ 
<^ are continually varying, like ^is poor Bojdy;^ w^ifihr 
^S goes through da^y and hourly AJLteratitmis in. ^» Stale 
" and ^CireumstaneeSi, VVheaee^ O LorA^ wheiice this. 
<^ sad Change which I tfow experletice^ in tie Framo - 
^I'aad Temper el my Mind towards Tbse? >Wheno^ 
■ . - • ; . -. .. '. "Oiia. 

• Xc)S.Cor. y. 15^, #)PsaWU8. ($) Keh. xiii» Si 
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tihafk 4fL J Frf^fo^ oiieund9t Spiriiud Deeajfi. ItM 

<^ this AHenathm pfmj Sdul ffpm Thee I Why can I 
^' ncri come to Thee with all the Enileaniients of filial 
t* LoTO^ M I once could? Why i$ Thy Senrice" so 
<^ i'emisuly attended, if attended at all? And why are the 
^^ Ewef(&es of it,/whlch wer^ once my greatest Pleasure^ 
^^ beis&me A Bbrthen to me? Wh^re^ O God, is the 
>* Biespiftgs I once spdke of (h), when my Joy in Thee 
'^ as my Heatehly Father, waa so conspicuous, that 
^^ StrangefH might hate observed it, and when my Heart 
f* did so- oTcrflow with love to Thee, and with Zeal fop 
^' Thy Service, that it was Mutter of Self-Deniai to ine, 
^^ to limit and restrain the genuine Expressions of those 
f^ stfoing Emottioils of my Soul, eveii where Prndence and 
<* Duty require iti 

<^ Alas, Lord, ibhikkep am If Men! Thine Eye tees me 
^5 stilt; but Oh hqw nnHkewhat it onice saw mel Cold 
*' aiid insensible as I am, I must blush on the Reflec- 
f< tioa» — -^Thou seegi me in secret (i), and seest me^ 
*^ perhaps j often amusing myself with Trifles, in those 
^^ Seasons, which t used sotemnly to devote to Thine 
^^ immediate Ser^ce* Thou seest me coming into Thy 
'^ Presence as by Constraint; and when I am before 
^^ Thee, Sfir iti^itened in my Spirit, that I hardly know 
*^ what to say to ThfiCj theugh Thou art the Gon with 
^^ tchom I ha^e to dof and though tlie keepiog up an 
^' humble and dutifnl Correspondence with Thee Is be* 
'^^ yend dJl Comparison ^e most importuit Business of 
^^ my Life. And even wh«l> I am speaking to Thee, 
*< with how- intich Coldtiess and Formality is it ? It is 
^< perhaps tilie Work of the Imagination, the Labour of 
'^ the Lips s But where are those ardent Desires, thos^ 
^^ intense Breathings after Gon, which I once felt! 
M Whete is that pleasing Repose In Thee, which I was 
** once coiisoiouB of, as bdsg near my Divine Rest, as 
<^ Mi^ happy ie that Nearness, and resolving that if 
*^ posinlMe i would no more be r^movedL from it I But 
<< Oh, how far am I reinoved ? When these diort 
*^ Devotions, if they may be called Devotions, are over^ 
^< in w.h^ long Intemrats do I forget Thee, and appear 
^ to titde aninunfed with Thy Love, so little ^voted 
^* ta Thy Service^ that a Str^ger might converse widi 

(h)GaLifwld4 (i}U«tt*vi.e; 
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^< me a caiisiderable Time, without knowing that I had 
^^ ever formed any Acqui^taince with Thee, without 
^^ discorering that I h^ so much as kitowH or heard 

♦' any Thing of Goi>? ^Thoit callest me to Thine 

*' HottsCy O Lord, on Thine own Day ; but how ^eart^ 
<^ less are niy Services there? I offer Thee no more than 

\ *•' Bk Carcase. My Thoughts and Affections are engrossed 
^' with other Objects^ while I draw near Thee with 
*'^ mif Mquthy and honour Thee with mjtf laps (k). Thou 
** callest mc to Th\f Table / but my Heart is so frozen, 
^^ that it hardly melts even at the Foot of the Cross; 
^^ hardly feels any Efficacy in the Blood of Jesus* Oh 
<^ wretched Creature that I am! Unworthy of beinj; 
<^ called Thine ! Unworthy of a Place among Thy ChiU 

^^ dren, or of the meanest Situaition in Thy Family ; 
^^ rather worthy to be forsaken,, ^ea, to be utter]/ 
*^ destroyed! . . ' 

"Is this, Lord, the Service which / once promised j 
^' and which Thou hast so many Thousand Reasons ta 
^' expect ? Are these the Returns I am making, for Thy 
^^ daily providential Care, for the Sacrifice of Thy^on, 
^' for the Communications of Thy Spirit, for the Pardon 
'^ of my numberless aggravatetl Sins, for the. Hopes, 
^' the undeserved, and so often forfeited Hopes of 
^^ Eternal Glory? Lord, I am ashamed to stand or toi 
<< kneel before Thee. But pity mB, I beseecb. Thee^ 
<^ and help me: For I am a pitiable Object indeed ; 
'^ My SviU deaoeih unto the Dust, and lays itsdf as in 
^' the Dust before Thee; but Oh, quicken me^ according 
^' to Thy Word (I) ! Let me trifle no longer, for I am 
<^ upon the Brink of a Precipice ! I am thinking of my 
*^ Ways^ Oh give mq Grace to turn my Feet unto Thy 
^^ Testimonies ; to make haste tcithoui any farther Delays 
^' that I may keep Thy Commandments (m)i Seareh tne^ 
<^ Oh Lord, ^nd try me (n) ! Go to the first Root oftha 
*^ Distemper, which spreads itself over my Soul; and 
^' recover me from it ! Represent 5iVi uato me, O^Lerd, 
<^ I beiec^h Thee^ that I may see it with Abhorrence t 
^' and represent O^e Lord Jesus Christ to mc in such -a 
^^ Light, that I may look upon Him and mourn (o), that 

«^Imay 

tk) tsai. xxit. IS. (1) Psal. cxlx. 25. (m) Psaf. cxix. 5(>, 60. 
iJiJ^ l*««il; tx(xu|. 583. <oO ZicH. txUlO. 
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^' I may lool^ upon Him and love ! May I awaken from 
^^ this stupid Lethargy, into which I am sinking; and 
<^ may Christ give me more abundaUt Degrees of Spiritual* 
^' Life and Activity, than I have ever yet received! 
^* And may I b^ so quickened and animated by Ilim^ 
^i that I may more than recover the Ground I have lost, 
^^ ^nd may make a more speedy and exemplary frogr^s^^ 
'^ than in my best Days I have ever yet done J Send 
^^ down upon me, O Lord, in a more rieh and abundant 
^^ Effusion, Thi/ good Spirit ! May he dziDell in me as in 
^^ a Temple which He. has consecrated to Jiimself (p) I ^ 
^^ and while all the Service is directed and governed by * 
^< Him, may hofy and acceptable Sacrifices be continually 
<< offered (qy I May the Incense be constant, and may it 
• *^ be fragrant ! May the Sacred Fire burn and blaze 
^^ perp€tualhf(T) ; tind may none of its Vessds ever be 
** profaned, by being employed to an unholy or for* 
^^ bidden Use ! Amen.*' 

/ (jP) j^ Cor, iii. ^6, {^) Rpip, xii^. 1. (r) Lev. vi. 13^ 



<:hap. 
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CHAP XXIII. 

The sad Caise of a Relapse into known and 
\ ((}eliberate Sin> after solemn Acts of Dedi- 
cation to GoD^ and some Progress made iit. 
Religion. ^ 

Vnthought of Relapses me^ happen^ §• 1. md tring iJu^ 
Soul into u miserable Ca^e.\.% Yet the Case is mot 
desperate, §. 3. The Backslider urged it^metUatelp tih 
return; {!,) By d^ep HumUiqtion h^ore GOJ) for st^^ 
aggravated an Offence; §.4. (^). j6j^ renewed jSLegarA^ 
to the Divine Merty in Christ ; §. 5. (3>) J9t^ an oper^ 
^Profession of lR,epentance^ wliere the Crime hath gicei} 
publip Offence, f. 6. (4.) Falls to be reviezoed for 
future Cautfon, §. 7, The Chapter conclude^j §. 8. witff 
a Prayer for the Use of one who hath fallen into gross 
SinSy qfter Religious Resolutions and Engagements. 

|. 1. fY^HE Declensions ?viiich I haye described iii th^ 
A' foregoing Chapter^ must be acknowledged 
trorthy of deep Lamentation; But happy will you be, 
my dear Reader, if you never know, by Experience, ^ 
Circumstance yet more melancholy thaii this* Perhaps^ 
■when you consider the yiew of Things yfidoh you now 
haye, you imagine that no Considerations can eyei^ bribQ 
yon, in any single Instance, t^ act contrary to the pre« 
sent Dictates or Suggestions of your Conscience, and 
cf the Spirit, of God as setting it on Work.- " No : Yoii 
think it would be better for you to die. J^nd you think 
rightly, but Peter thought, and said so too^ Though I 
should die teith Thee^ yet mU I not deny Thee (a) ; An4 
yet, after all, hefell^ and therefore be not higluminded^ 
put fear (b). It is noi impossible, but ypii may fall into 
that ver^ Sin^ of which you imagine you are least iii 
■ ' " ^angcr^ 

<a) Um. xxyu ^^ (h) ^em. xi. 2<^. 
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daidger, <st iv^o tint i^s&nst wliidi ft^k iMwre m^t soietaanlfr 
Tesolted, and of whidi Vott liav>e ili«ady most bitt^l^ 
tepented. . You may rdupsfi into it ^am ^nd ugain* 
But, Oh, £f|ri>iid<), tiay, IT yon sftoulA lidiiierately and 
presumptuotisty fail l)tit oitoe, liow deep wlli it pierce 
jront Hicart^ Ht>w^ dear will you pay for all tiie Measure, 
tHth whicb 4ie Temptatibtt lias been baited ? How w^l 
thrs separate between Oon and y«Mi ? What a Desolation^, 
^liat a dreadM Desolalsiotf wHl It spread e^er y^our 
^o'ul i It is gtievni^ to tihiniL of it. Perhaps In such ft 
ftate yoti may fed tadtc Agony aiid fttstrete In yoiftr 
*wn C6n«ciente, wfcen, yon joome eeiioitsiy t» r^ect^ 
iban yon ever Mt wh^ yon wM^e %rst ^wakemcd anil 
recfaim^d ; b^dtus^ tbeSin will be attendied with sotoie vctv 
iiigb Aggrl^aiions, beyond tjiose of your unrc^en^a^ 
^^fmt, I weli knew tbe Per^on^ that «ttd, «< Tbo 
«<^ Agonies of a Sinner, in tlie first jPangs of bis Re- 
*^ peatance, were not to be mentionred on Hie same Day, 
*^^ widi those Of tbe BaeksUder in Heurif when he cornea 
.^< to bejUied trfi* Am own Way. (c).» 

§.3. Indeed it is enongh to wound one's Heart to 
think, h^w Jrours wiH be wonnded: How all your Com. 
forts, all your Eiridences, all your Hopes will be elouded : 
Wh^ thick Darkness will spread itself on every Side, 
60 that nettlier Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, will appear 
in your 'Heaven. Your Spiritual Consolations will be 
gone; and your Temporal Enjoyments will also be 
Tendered tastdless and TRsipid. And if Afflictions be sent, 
^ they probably iofcy, in order to reclaim you, a Con- 
ficioushi^s of Ouilt will sharpen and envenom t^ Dart. 
Then will the Enemy of your Soid wKh all his Art and 
Powier rise up against you, eacouraged by your Fall, and 
labouring to trattiple von down In utter hopeless Ruin. 
He will persuade you, that yon are already undone beyond 
Recovery. He wiH suggest, . that it signifies nothing to 
Mtempt it any more; for that erfety Effort, €vcry 
Amendment, every Act of Repentance, will but make 
TOur Case so much tiH! worse, and plunge ypu lower and 
lower into Hell. . , - 

§. 3. Thus will he endeavour bjf Terrors to keep you 
froj^.tbat sure B^edyi which yet remains. But yield 

not 
(OProv.xiv. 14,. 
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not to him. Yout Case will indeed be saet; aad if it he npw 
your Case, it is deplorably so ; and to resf in it, would 
be 'Still much worse. Your Heart would be hardened 
yet more and more ^^ and nothing could be expected, but 
sudden and aggravated Destruction. Yet blessed be God, 
it is not quite hopeless. Your Wounds are corruj^ed^ 
because ojyour Foolishness (d) ; but the Gangrene is not 
incurable. T%ere is a Balm in GUeady there is a Fhysidani 
there (e). T>o not therefore render your Condition in* 
deed hopeless^ by now sayitig, There is na Hope (f ), and 
drawing a fatal Argument from that false Suppositipsi , 
for going itfter the Idols you have loved* Let me addreiss 
you, in the Language, of God to his backsliding People^ 
when they were ready to apprehend that to be thdr 
Case, and to draw such a Conclusion from it: Onfy 
return unto me saiUi the Lord (g). Cry for renewed Grace 2 
and in the Strength of it labour to return. Cry with 
Davidj under tlie like Guilt, / have gone astroy like a 
lost Sheep ^ seek Thif Servant^ for I do not forget Th\f 
Commandments (h) ; and that. Remembrance of them isi, 
I hope, a Token for Good.^ But if thou wilt return at al)^ 
do it immediately/. Take not oiie Step more in that fatal 
Path, to which thou hast turned aside. Think not to 
add one Sin more to the Recount, and then to repent; 
as if it would be but the same Thing on the whole. The 
second Error may be zcorse than the first ; it may make 
Way for auo titer. and another, and draw on a terrible 
Train of Consequences, beyond all you can now imagine* 
3Iake haste, therefore, and do not delay* Escape, and fly^ 
ai^for thy Life (i), before the Dart strike through thy 
Liver (k). Give not Sleep to thine Eyes, nor Slumber to 
thine Eyelids (\\: Lie not down upon thy Bed. under 
unpardoned Guilt, lest Evil overtake thee, lest the Sword 
of Divine Justice should smite thee ; and wliilst thou pur. 
posest to rc^turh To-morrow, thou shouldst this Night go 
and take Possession of IlelT. 

%. 4. Return immediately; and permit me to add, 
return solemnly* Some very pious and excellent Divines 
ha(ve expressed themselves upon this Head, in a Maij^ner 

which 

(d) Psal. xxxvSli. 5. (f) Jer. ii. 25. fh) Psal. cxix. 176, 
{€) Jcr. viii. «2. (g) Jer. iii. 13. (O^^G^^n. xix. 17, 

Ik) Prov. nU ^9i (l) Frov. vi. 4. 
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irhick $eem& Ikble to dangaroiA Abase; when Hiey urge 
Men after a Fai), ^^ not to stay to survey ik^ Groimdi 
<^ nor consider how they came to be thrown down^ 
<^ but immediately to get up and renew the Race:'' In 
slighter Cases the Advice is good ; But when Conscience 
has suffered sueh*vi<^ent Outrage, by the Commission of 
known, wilful, and deliberate Sin, (a Case which onte 
would hope, should but seldom happen to those who 
have once sincerely entered on a Reiigious Course),! 
can by no Means think, that either Reason or Scripture 
encourage such a Method. Especially Hvould it be im« 
proper, if the Action itself has been of so h^ouii ^ 
Nature, that even to have faKen into it on the most sudden 
Surprize of Temptation must have greatly ashamed, and 
and terrified, and distressed the Souh* Such an Affair is 
dreadfully solemn, and should be treated accordingly. 
If this has been the sad Case with you> my then unhappy 
Reader, I would pity you, and mourn over you^ 
and. would beseech you, as you tender your Peace^ 
your Recovery, the Health, and the very Life of your 
Soul, that you would not loiter away an Hour. Retire 
inamediaii^Iy for serioi^s Reiieption. Bi«ak through other 
Engagements and Emproyments, unless they be' such ai 
yoii cannot in Conscience delw/for u few Hoursy which 
x:an^ seldom happen in the Circumstance I now suppose. 
Thi^ is ike o He Thing neeflful* Set yourself to it therefore^ 
asuQ tlie Presence of Gop, and heair at l^rge patiently 
And humbly what Conscience has to s'ay^ though it cliide 
and reproach severely. Yea, earnestly pray, that Go© 
iKould speak, to you by Conscience, and make you, motf 
thoroughly to know and feel, uh(U an pvil md bitter 
Thin§ it isy that tfou have ihm forsaken Jfim^ (m). Think 
of all the aggcavatiag Circumstances attending your 
Offence ; aadespeci^ly think of those, which arise fron| 
abused Mercy atid Goodness ; which ari$e« not only from 
your solemn Vows and Bpgagement^ to Go0| but from 
ite Views you hjEive had of a Redeemer's Love, sealed 
•oven in Bipod. And are these the Returns ? Wa9 it n^ 
lenough that Cubist should have been thus injured 
b^ His Enemies ? Must he be woundfid in the Uousts 
<3jjf His Friends too (n) ? -Were you delivered to work sucJ^ 

^pomination 
,(m) Jcr. ii. If. . (|>) Zcck iijM, 6^ , , 
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tM JHem Jpjplic(§tion to he made U Christ. Ckap. ti. 

4^(Mamiiidn^ikB9e{oyi Did Hus %leBseil'lt80B fiwML 
•nd ile for jroo, Itiat yo« miglit sift ^vkMi Baldt^s ant 
Freewill, Ibait y^u'tnlglit esdraii^ ^ it "imc, /Ae verf 
Spirit ttnd fyseme iffSin^ an^ lolkuA Gob to « Heigiit of 
IngrvtkHde and Baseness, whidi would otiierwise tott 
lieeii ia Ifee Nlihire -of l>i«^8 Inifossibte ? Oli (jiinli^ . 
fimr justly Gob might ea^ i^ &ut fr^ Hik Pr^senc^ t 
flow justly fie might number yon ^mong the most mffktU 
inatxnees of Hb Vengeance ! At^ tfihiky ^wyow Hemi 
\»(nM -endutey or yo«r Hmidi be 9ifvnig^ if H« aiouli 
tfeo/ 2fi2f9^ trtiifft ^<n< <^p} 1 Alas I all yo«r former ExfierU 
/fences "irotild enhance yo«r Seme of m tfUaht attd Maery^ 
tSiat BHist be f^t io aa Ctern^d pabMvaeiit f r^m 4h0 
iMf ine presence and FaTo«r. 

\. 5. Ifidfilge fu^ R^fk^HM^ a» tfii^» Stand tfaa 
humbling 9!^t of yo«r Shis \tk «ich a View as tils. 
The nior^ eSiouft and liie more f^kifttl It appears, the 
greater Prospect tirere will <be of your Benefit by attead^ 
f ng to it But Hie MMt^ is not to vest here. All thes^ 
Reficetions are iDtemied, not io gHeFe^ bat t^ cure; and 
to giieye ito more than may promote a Care. Ton are 
Indeed to ^&ek up&n Sin; but yoa are also^ in sach a 
Orcufflstance, if ever, to took iqion Christ ; Io look upon 
f[im^ Z9h&mw>tt have no^iMeyt^ deeper ^aa befoi«, andl 
to mourn fir Him with l^cerity and Tenderness (q)* 
The God whom ybu hfLVb iii;|iiii^ aAd affiponted^ whose 
fiawsytia ha^e fyrokea, aad w^se Jusfica you iiave (as 
ft were) tifaallenged by this foolish wretphed Apostacy, 
fs ncTertheiesB « most mercifui God (r). Y^a cannot ba 
io ready to return to Him, as he is to re«jcttfe yoa. Even 
now does he. as U were^ solicit a Reconciliation, bjf 
those tender impressions, which he is making upon your 
lleart. iBat rememtfer, hdzo jffis wUl ife reconpileif. It is 
fn the yery fsam'e Way, in which you made your first 
Approaeh to' Him? fa the 'Name and for t^e SaAup^ of 
His dear Son. 'Cotaia ^lercCofie In ^ humUe Pe^daaoo 
apon Him,' {t«v^w yqut Application to jfiS^, H^ 
Bis Blopd may <as -it were) l^e sprti^kled upon yoai> 
Boul, <hat your'Soal may thereby be purified, and yoa|r 
Cruik remored. This very Sin <wf yoars, Whh4> ft« 
jessed <>oi} foresaw,' iocre^sed the Wcigtrt of fotif 

Be^^eqier'n 

(O) JW» y?[. 10. * (p) jBick. xxil. 14, Va) ZttK x\l 10. 
(r)De^t.iv,^|, 
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Redeemer?8 Sufferhigs : It was concern^ ih sheMilig Wi 
Blood. Humbly go, and place your Wounds, as vt 
were, BOder t)le droppings of that precious Balm, by. 
whioh aloue they jcan be he^ed. That compassionati 
Sariour will delight t^ restore you, when yon lie as mn 
humble Suppliant at His Feet, and will graciously tak^ 
Part with you in ^at Peace and Pleasure which lie gi^Cf* 
Through Him renew your Cgrenaat - with Grtio, tha^ 
broken Covenai^t, ^e' Breach of which Divfne Jttstied 
might teacli you td khow % ferribie Things in Btghieouu 
jftew (s) t Bat Mercg allows of an AccommodMon. Let 
|!ie Consciousness and Remembrance of that Breach en« 
^kge yon to enter into Covenant anew, under a deepto^ 
Sense ^an cfver, of your own Weakness, and ^ mof0 
consul Dependtoce on Dtyia^ Grabe for ^o^r 'Securiijr. 
Ifliaa yoa haye ever yc?t entertained. I know, you will 
Ite nskamed to present yourself among the Children 6t 
Gtysf in His Sanctuary, and especially at His Table, unde^ 
ja Consciousnes;} of so mudi Guilt : But break throng 
fliat Shame, if Providence open you the Way* Ya% 
Would be Mmbied ticfore your offended Father: But 
inrdy there fe no Place where yon are more like to be 
tumbled, than when you see yourself in His llbuse, aii^ 
BO Ordinance administered there, can lay yxm lower thau 
iCkat iji which Christ is evidently set forth as crucified ^k^lhre 
gour Eyes (t). Sinners are the only Perso^ who havt 
'^usftness there. The best of Men come to that sacrei 
Table, (»s Sinners* As such make your App^oich to iti 

e3a, as the Greatest of Sinners; as one wh6 needs th^ 
lood of Jesus, as much any Creature iji poo fiarth. 
§. 6; And let me remind you of one Thing morel 
If your FaU has been of such a Nature as to pive aiiy 
jScandtd (Oi^thersy be not at all concerned to save' Appeat^l 
j(iriee9, and to n^oderate those Mortificatibns whit^ tltep 
Itumiliaiion before them ^ould occasion. Th^ i)etyth tixA 
Pain of that If ortificaitioo (s indeed an exceVent Medl. 
cine, which Gop has in His wise Goodness fppotntei 
^r you in such^Circumstances^ as ii^esf • Insuc^ J^ C^^^» 
eonfesiyouir Fmlt wHh'the greate^i Ftaiikness: Aggra* 
Tate it to t)ie utmost : In^reat Parddii, and Praj^ fironi 
those whom ydu hove offended. ' Then, fnd never :tiH 
Aen^ wdl )rou \k in the Way to Peaco; 'Not by pailM* 

(•) Pial. Ixv. 5. (I) G^. m. I. 
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1^9% Mcpentance to h Publity if the Sin be so: Chap. 15. 

Milpg a Fault, not by making Eiccoses, not by object, 
isg \o , the Manner in which others may ^ave treated 
you: as if the least Excess of Rigour in a faithful Admo-. 
uitiou were a Crime equal to sooiq great Immorality, 
that occasioned it. This can only proceed from tlie 
Madness of Pride and Self-Love : It is the Sensibility of 
a Wonnd, which is hardened, swdlcd, and inflamed ; and 
it must be reduced, and cooled and suppled, before it 
can possibly be cured* - To be censured, ^nd condemned hy 
^len, will be but a little Grievance, to a Soul thoroughly 
humbled and broken under a Sense of having incurred 
the condemning ^Sentence of Gon. Such a one will 
rather desire to glorify GOV^ by submitting to deserve 
Jilame^ auid will fear deceiving others into a more 
favourable Opinion of him, than he inwardly knows, 
himself to deserve. These are the ^ Sentiments, which 
CioD ' gives to the sincere Penitent in such a Case ; and 
^jrthis Means he restores him to that Credit and R^ard 
among others, which he does not k^now how to seek ; but 
which nevertheless, for the Sake both of his Comfort 
'*nd Usefulness, God wills tl>at he should have; and 
Which it i£, humbly speaking, impossible for him ix» 
recoreft my other Way. But there is something so 
honourable in the frank Acknowledgement of a Faulty 
and in deep Humiliation for if, that all who see it must 
Deeds apprpve it. They pity an Oflfender, who is brought 
to such 9; Disposition ; and endeavour to comfort him' 
with returning Expressions, not onl^ qi tfte^f liQve, ]|^ut 
pi their Esteem too, 

§. 7- Excuse^ this digression, which may suit som« 
Cases; and which would suit many mere, if ^ regular 
Dis/cipliqe were to be exercised in Churches: For on 
such a S|ipposition, the Lord's Supper coulif not be^ 
approached after visible and scalidalous Falls, without 
solemn Confessions of the Offence, ^n,d Peclarattons jof 
Repentance. O^ the othef Hai^d, there may be Instances 
of sad Apostacy, where the Crime, though high^ aggra* 
T^ted before |^oi),,in§y pot faJV ^nder Human Noticf?, 
In this Case, remember, that your Business is v^ith Him,* 
to frlu^ piercing Eye every Thing appears in its just 
Light,: l}iefpre Jiim therefore prostrate your Soijlj ^»d 
seek a aoleinji Reconciliation wit^ Jlim, confirmed py. 
tfie M^moriala of His d^mg Spn. And vUn this is 
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Chap. ^3. Falh to be reviewed for ^^ture Caution. 353^ 

done, imagine not, tKat because you have receifed the 
Tokens of Piairdon, the Guill of your Apostahy is to be 
forgot at once* Bear it still in your Memory for future 
Caution : Lament it before Gob, in the frequent Returns 
of secret Deyjotion especially : And Ttew with-Humillation 
the Scars of those Wounds which your own Folly occa- 
sioned, even when by Divine Grace they are thoroughly 
healed. For God establishes His Covenant, not to' 
remore the Sense of every past Abomination, but that 
thou mayest remember thy tVaysy and be confounded^ and 
never open thy Mouth any more because of thy Shame y 
even vchen lam pacijied towards thee for att that thou hast 
done J '^aith the Lord (u). 

§. 8. And now, upon the whole, if you desire td 
attain such a Temper,' and to return by such Steps as 
these, then immediately fall down before Gx)]>, and p'6ur 
out your Heart in His Presence, in Language Like this; ' 
> » .■ ? , ■ ■ . ' ' ■ . . ' 

A Prayer for one wha has fallen info gross Siny after 
Religious Resohdions and Engagement^. 

" 1^ MOST Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God ! When 
V-r ^^ I seriously reflect on Thy spotless Purity, 
^^ and on the strict and impartial Methods of Thy steady 
^^ Administration, together with that Almighty Powei* 
*' of Thine, which is able to carry every Thought of 
<^ Thine Heart into immediate and full £;i:ecation, I 
** may justly appear before Thee this Day with Shame 
^^ and Terror, in Confusion and Consternation of Spirit* 
*' This Pay, O my Gon, this dark mournful XisLj^ 
^^ would I t^kc Occasion to look back to that sad Source 
<• of our Guilt, and our Misery, the Apostacy of our 
^^ Common Parents, and say with Thine otieodiiig Ser* 
^^ \wxt Dacidy Behold I was shapen in Iniquity^ ^ and in 
^' Sin did my Mother conceive me (w). This Day would 
^^ I lament all the fatal Consequences of such a Descent^ 
^* with Regard to myself. And Oh how maAy have 
.<' they been l--^—The Remembrance of the Sins of mf 
^^.nUconverted State, and the Failings and Infirmities of 
^' my after Life, may justly confound me! How much 
'^ more such &Sc^o, as bow) lies before my Consciencei 
" and before Thine sill.seeing Eye! VotThoUj O Lord; 
^^^knoxccst my Foolishness^ and my Sins are not hid from 
, . , ^ . «« Thee, 
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9M 4Prig^JifrMefaUemini0grQ$sSi99y CbaiKt^ 

<< 7%S0i%y TkouidlesiMm^HrimderimgMftomThf 
<< Statutes (7) t Thon seest, and Thou recordest^ ertrf 
^' loftswce of my Disobedkoce to Thee, and of my 
^^ RebeUioa against Thee ; Thou seest it iii every aggva^ 
'< vated CUc^mstanee whkh I can discern, and in many 
^< more which I have never obsenred or reiected npon« 
.<< How ihcaMballlf^^ar in n^f Presence wl^upm^ 
<< An^ ia nee (s) ! / amfuU ofConfitsion (a>^ and fe^ 
<^ a secnet Riegret in the Thought of applying to Thee : 
*^ But O Lerdy io whom thaU I ge hut utdo Thee (b) ? 
^< Unto Tliee, on whom depends my life or my Death % 
<^ unto Thee, who al(me canst talca away the Burden of 
*^ Guilt, whidi now presses me down to the Dnst ; who 
y^ alone canst restore to my Soul that Rest and Peace wbich 
^' I have lost, and which I deserve for ever to lose i 
. <^ Behold me, O Lord Gon, falling down at Thy 
<< Feet I Behold mn pleading guilty in Thy Preseqo^ and 
'^^ surrendering myself io that Justice which I cannot 
^ escafpe I I have not one Word to offer in my own Vin^ 
<' dication, in my own Excuse. Words, far from b^ng 
able tO' dear up my Innocence, can never aaffidently 
^' describe the Enormity and Demerit of my Sin. Thou^ 
<< O Lord, and Thou only knowest to die full, hour 
«< heiaoua and how aggravated it is. Thine Infinito 
V ilnderatanding alone, can fathom tiie Infinite Depth of 
t^ Ma lOalignity. 1 am, on many Accounts, most unable 
^^ to do it. i cannot conceive ^e Glory of Thy Sacred 
^^ Mtijeet^ whose Authority I have despised, nor the 
<' Nuaod^r and Variety of those Mercies, which I have 
^' sinned against I cannot conceive the Value ,of the 
« BUiod of 7V^ dear &», which I have ungratefully 
f ' Iramided under my Fast ; nor the Dignity of that blessed 
^^ Spmie^ Thine^ whose Agency Ihave, as far as I could, 
f^ baenreodeavauring to oppose, and whose WorJ^ 1 have 
*} been,.aa with all my Might, labouring to undo, and to 
^< tear tt{) (asitwei«) that Plantation of His Grace, which 
^ I should: rather have been willing to have guarded witih 
<^ my Li&^ and watered with my Bkxid. Oh the Beiieb 
^ na^s. and Madness of my Conduct T That I should 
f ^ thus,, as it were, nend open the l¥ounds of my Soul, 
<< of which t had died long ere this, had not Thia^ owii 

" Hand 

(«) Pial, Uiv. i. (y) psai. itt. d. («) Esia ix. «. 
• («) /•** Ji, 15. (b) jtdm vi. 68. . 
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^ap« 29.. qfier former Religious &ngttgementu tZ^ 

^ Hand applied a Renedy, had not Thkie aoly Sos 
*' Ued to prepare it I Tliat I slhHild violate He- Covenant 
^ I bare madewkh Thee b^ Sacrtfwe (cX hj theMemow 
'< rtd& yf jiccili a Sacrifice too, even tfJesu^f my L^J^ 
'^ whefeby I am become gmky of Bis Btm^ tmd Mood 
^f (d>l TwIs|M>uldbniigsudiI)is^oaoqr apimRdigi^^ 
^' toO), hf s»«asakable a>Walk, aod perbapa open the 

V JjAoo^hs q£ it$ gseatesK; Eoemies to insult <t up^n; mjr 
^^ Atccaiuit, and prejjftdice some agai»sii it ta A«i« ever«> 
^i lasting Deatractioa! 

. ^^ I woadev , O Lord Gqd, iha^ I am here to. Qim alt 
^ tbis. I woadeir tbat Tbou ba^t ro£ long ogo? appeared 
^ 09 « $iio(^ Witng&a ug$dnst me (e>; tbat Ttoa bast aot 
^ 4is«barged tba Tbuaderbolta oC Tby (dming Wratbt 
^< a^QSt 91^9 and crashed me iiiitoi HeU; aiakiog^me 

V tili^rar a 3Vi^ar . <<? o^/ oifo^ii m^a^ as well as tft layseMV by 
^ a YeagtQaa^ aadi Rnia^ to^ bft 4»tbigni6b<d avea tbare, 

V ^l»^ aU ate mlsorabie, ai«i aU bopatess. 

<< O 6oD) T^j/» Pounce «9 vkvrv^wsl .Bat bout auicbp 
^ more moteeltbm if Thy Gmce^ wbicb alter all tMs^ 
^^ lirTita me ijo']£hei&\ Wbila I aai. bere girii^ Jat^menf 
^^ against iDy$el^> that. I deserve to die^ to die: for ever^ 
^^ Thotk ^ seadtng imi tbue Words of everlastiog Ii% 
^ and ealUng me, a$ a backsliding ChMd /o> return uniot 
y^ Thee (f ). Beh^kd therefo«e^ G Zr^^ lavited hf Tb/ 
'^ Word, and eiocouraged by Tlgr Gtace, l.come; and - 
^< great as my Transgressifaa arc, I humbly beseeeb Tbee^ 
^ flreely to pardon them : Because I know, that tboagit 
^^ my Sins haioe remheduiUo Heofven (g>> and sae^Uftedup 
^ even unto the Skies (b)) Thy Mereyf Lord^ is ako^ 
^5 ihfi Heavens (i). Ext^d tbaA Mercy to ma, O I{ea« 
^ venly Father ; and display, ioi this ilbtstrjiatta Iiisiax»ce| 
^ thfi^ Richer of Thy Graca, and ^ Pr^ialieaoy of Thy 
^ Soa'sBlaod! Forsaieely, if 9ncbcn1»«ofi&fttaAmtoe. 
^ may be made white as Snow^ tmd as. Wool ik)y aad if 
^ sncb a Revotter as X am be brought to £]faei»iii Gkiry^ 
^ £arthm»at,^sof;aHraskHkno)Wj^baffll0diiii<iiWQs^ 
^ and Heaven with. Praisa; and the greatest Sinner amy 
^ cbeerfuHiy apply foi^ Pardon^ if I, the Mef ofShmsrSf 
^< find 1^ Apd ,€fit tbat,^ when I have lain' moumHigf 
^ and aa it ware bleeding at Thy Fec^, as lonn^ as Thou 
• , ' . « tiiinkiest 

H P«al. 1. 5. (e) Mai. iii. 5^ fe)Rev. xfiil. 5. (i) Ptel.cvHK 4. 
(d) 1 Cor. %U 8T.(f ) JTer. iii, «», (h) Jer. U. 9, (k) luti^i. 18. 
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4Stf 4 ffagerfar oneftdkn info gross Sin* Chap. 25. 

•* thiiikest'propefy 'Thou wouldst at length heat this Soid 
^' of mine which has sinned against Thee (i) ; and give 
*^ tne Beauty for AsfteSy the OUofJoyfor Mournings a/id 
^' the Garment of Praise for the Spirit of Heaviness (m) ! 
*' Oh that Thott wouldst at length restore unto me the J 01/ 
^^ of Thtf Salvation^ and make me to hear Songs ofGlad^ 
*< nesSy that the Bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice 
** (n)l Then when a Sense of Thy forgiving Lore is' 
<^ shed abroad upon my Heart, and it is cheered with 
*^ the Voice of Pardon, I will proclaim Thy Grace to* 
** others; I mil teach Transgressors T% fVaffSj and 
^^ Sinners shall he conversed unto Thee fo) : ^ Those that 
^^ have been backsliding from Thee, shsdi be encouraged 
<^ to seek Thee by my happy Experience, which I will 
*' gladly proclaim for Thy Glory, though it be to my 
*( own Sli^e uid Confusion of Face. And taiay this 
^' Jotfofmif Lord he my Strength (p)\ so that in it I may 
•< serve Thee henceforward with a Vigour and Zeal far 
" beyond what I haVe hitherto ktiown! * 

. <^ This I would ask with all humble Submission to Thy 
<* Will ; for I presume not to insist upon it. fif Thou 
^' shouldst see fit to make* a me a Warning to others, by 
^' appointing that I should walk all my Days in Dark- 
<^ ness, and at last die under a Cloud, Thy Will be do fie ! 
♦^ But, O Gor>j extend Mercy for Thy Son*s Sake,- to 
<< this sinful Soul at last; and give me some Place, though 
*^ it were at the Feet of all Thine other Servants, in the 
^* Regions of Glory ! Oh bring me at length, though it 
*' should be through the gloomiest Valley that any have 
** ever passed, into that blessed World where I shall de*' 
^^ part from Goi> no more, where I shall wound my own 
<^ Conscience, and dishonour Thy Holy Name no more t 
** Then shall iny Tongue be loosed, how long soever it 
<* might here be bound under the Confusion of Guilt | 
^^ ani immortal Praises »faall be paid to that victorious' 
^^ Blood, which has redeemed such an infamoiis Slave of 
<< Sin, as I must acknowledge myself to be,^ and brought 
<^ me, from Returns into Bondage and repeated Pollu. 
^^ tion, to share the Dignity and Holiness of those, who 
*^ are Kings and Priests unto GOD (q). Amen." 

(1) Psal. ill. 4. (n) Psal. IL 8, 12,, (p) Neb, viil. 10* ' 
. ^») Isai. Ul 3, {0} Psal, li, lA. (q) Hcv. i. 6. 

CHAP^ 
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Cbap.il. -TksCase'ofGOD'^hiding His F^ce, 317 



' CUAP.XXlV. 

The €afle of the Christian under thi^ 
Hiding of Gop's Face* 

.71^ Phra^ Scripiural: %i t» /(f Hgnifies the witkdrtminK 

, t^4&f rT«^««f :^lA« iHnnfi'Faptm^ii §. -2^ c&i^^ ^ to Spi* 
fUual Consideratiom \ §• I* 7%if maj^ became the Cas^ 
cf an^ Ch^utiany §. 4. and wUl be found a very sor* 

. ,ro9fiilone. |. 9: ThefoUawing Dmctions ther^ore^ 
are ghen to those who suj^$e it to be their oton : [I.] Tq 
enquire whether it be indeed a Case qf Spiritual Distress^ 
or whether a disconsolate Frame may not proceed from 
Indisposition of Bo^y §• 6. or Difficulties^ astoworldijf 

, Circumstances* \. 7» IfH be found to be.imked suchy 
as the Title of the Chapter proposes^ be advised, [II.] To 

, consider it as a merciful Dispensation of GOD, to 
awaken and bestir the Soul; and excite to a strict jSj?a- 
mination of Conscience, and Reformation of what has 
been amiss; §* 8$ 9. [HI-] To be humble and patient 
while the Triil continues; §.I0. [IV.] To go on steadily 
in the Way ofDuip; §j. 11. [V.] To renew a believing 
jipplication to the Blood of Sesusk 4* ^S* An humble 
Supplication far one under these mournful fixer cises of 
Mind, when they are found, to proceed from the Spirifwit 
Cause supposed. 

§. 1/ riin£RG 18 ft Ca^ ivhich atteti odcuvs in the 
JL Christian Lifie, vih^ch they vho accustom 
themsehes mncli to the EitcrdSfe of Devotloti, hare been 
xtsed to call the Hiding of GOB*s Face. It is a Phras^ 
borrowed from the Word of Ga», which I hope may 
shelter it from Contempt at th^ first Hearing. It win 
hf ft»7 fitt6ities»iQ tbit Cteiptter to itatt jt «^ plaini;^ » I 
- . » can, 
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95S Whaiis meant h^GOfysUiUngth^fkcef Cfaaip.94» 

can, and then to give some Adrice as jrour own Con. 
duct when you /aM into k, as it is rerj probaUe you 
may before you karc finisheo your Journey throngh this 
Wilderness. • ' . ' 

§• ^. The Meaning oJU mpfy partly be understood \fj 
the opi)osite Phrase of Go»'s eausing hk Face io shine 
upon a Per Sony or lifiing ttp upon,him the Light of ilis^ 
Countenance. This seems to carry in U an AHusion to 
the pleasant and ^elighifiA Appearance vbkh the Facer 
#f a Friend has, and especiailly if in a^superior Rel&tioit 
of Life, when he conrerses with- those whcMn he lores and 
delights in. Thus Jol^y when speaking of the Regard 
paid him hy his Attendants, says, If I smUed upon them^ 
they believed it noiy and the Light of my Countenance thei^ 
tost not dotcn <:a) ; ^ttt is^ they^r^tre'cai^ttl^'ki suelraBt 
^reeable CircumstaBce, to do nothfflg to ^please me^ 
or (as we speak) to cloud my Brow. And DaMy 'wheit 
expressing his Desire of the Manifestatieir of God^s 
Taronr to him^ says, Lord, lift Tkou up the Light of Thy 
Countenance upon me; and, as the Effect of it. declares^ 
3^hou hast put Gladness into my Hew^ more than if Corn 
mnd Wine increased (b). Nor is it impossible, ^at in this 
Phrase, as used by X>a9/«f, ih^e may be 8t)ltne Alludon- 
to the bright shining forth of ihe Shekindhj that is the 
Jbustre which dwel-t in the Ch>ud as Oie Visible Sign of 
'^e Divine Presenee with /^fle/^ which Oon was pfeased 
pecaliariy to manifest upon some pitblid OocasioiD, a» 
a Token of His Favour and Acceptance;--«Oft tike other 
Hand therefore, for Goi> t^ hide Mis Face^ must imply 
the mth^hoMing the Tokem of His Favour y and must be 
esteemed a Mark ' of flis Di8))lea8tar6.^ Thus :l^az^*use» 
it ; Your Iniquities Hdve separated betzceenyou and your 
€IOD, and your Sins hia^ hid his Face from youi that He 
zcill not hear (c). And again, Thou hast ^ Thy Face 
from usy as not regarding the Calamities we suffer, and 
bast oonsumedusy because of our Iniquities (dX So like^ 
wise, for God to Hide ms Face from our JR«* (e), 
signifies to overlook them, and io take no farther Notice^ 
,0f them. The same tdea is, at other^Times^ expressed by 
iSOD's hiding IBs Eyes (/) from Persons of a^ Character 

disagreeable 

(ayjobxvHr.fll.;. (c) rstK» Kx. f: (e) Peal, li; »; , 

ih) fsfO. w. ^f%. (d^; ina. Uiv. 7. (f) Xsai; 1 12. 
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^sagr^ablo to Him, -^hen thej come to address Btm 
with their Petitions, not tdndhsafiog (as it vrere) to look 
towards them. This is plainly the Scriptural Sense of 
the Wotd ; and agreeably to this, it is generally used by 
Ghfistians^ in our Day, arid eter^ Thing which seeius 
•« Token cf DMne Displean^e towards them is expressed 
'by it. :••■■'■ 

> §. d. It is farther to be observed her^ that the Things 
which « they j udge to be Manifestations of Dis^ine Fadour 
towards theiiA, or Complaceney^ in them, ai^e not onfyy 
nor chiefly of a Temporal Nature^ or sucfi as merely 
relate to the Blessings of this Animal and perishing Life. 
D'acidy though the Promises of the Law had a continual 
Reference to such, yet was taught io look farther^ and 
describes them as preferable to, and therefore plainly 
distinct horn the Blessings of the Corn Floor or the Wtncm 
Press (g). And if you, to whom I am now addressing, 
do uot know them to be so, it is plain you are quite 
ignorant of the Subject we are enquiring into, and indeed 
are yet to take out the first L^ons of true Religion* 
All that Dao'id says, of behotcUng the Becmty of the fjord 
(h), or being satisfied as with Marrow and Fainess^when 
he. remembered him on his Bed (i)^ as well as with the 
Croodness of His House, even of His Holy Temple (k), is 
to be taken in the same Sense, and can need very litt(e 
Explication to the truly eiperienced Soul. But those that 
hav^^ knonm the Light of GOD^s Countenance^ and the 
Shirings of HisFacey will, in Proportion to the Degree of 
that Knowledge, be able to form some Notion of the 
Hiding of His Face, or the withdrawing of She. Takens H0 
has given People of His Presence and Favour^ which 
sometimes greasy embitter^ P^posperity; as where the 
contrary as ' found, it sweetens Afflictions, and often 
swallows up the Sense of them. 

§. 4. And give me leave to remind you, mi/ Christian 
Friendy (for under that Character I now address my 
Reader), that to be thus^deprived of the Sense of God's 
Love, and of the Tokens of His Favour, maysoon.be 
the Case withyoUy though you may now have the Plea« 
sure to see the Candie of the Lord shining upon him, or 
'R3 . though 

(g)P8al.W.7. (h)P8al. irti*l.4. (i) P«d, Urn. ^, 6, , 
(k)Pial.Uv.4, 
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340 TkUmajf ioanheiheCase^riikyou: Chip. 24* 

though It may even seem to be Snn-shiDe and Htgb» 
•Noon in your Soul. You may lose yonr IWely Viemra 
4>f the Divine Perfections and Giories, in the Contein* 
plation of which you now find that inwJird Satisfacdon. 
You may thiak of the Dirine Wisdom and Power^ of 
the DiTtne Mercy and Fidelity, as well as of His Righ- 
teousness and Holiness, and fed little inward C^- 
placency of Soultn the Views. It may be^ witli Respect 
to any lively Impre^ions, as if it Weret the Content 
platton merely of a common Objectk .It< may seem 
to you, as if you bad lost all Idea of those iinportaat 
.Words, though the View had sometime swallowed up 
your whole Soul in Transports of Astonishment, Adml* 
ration, and Love. You may lose your ddightful Sense 
of the Divine Favour. It may be Maiteir of great 
and sad Doubt with yon, whether you do indeed 
belong to Gon; and aU iht Work of His blessed S^Mrlt 
may be so veiled and ^aded in the Soul, that the pecu- 
Irar Cbaractefs, by which the Hand of that Sdered Agent 
mi^ht be distinguished, < shall be in a great Measure 
lost ; and you may be ready to imagine yon have only 
deladed yourself in all the former Hopes you have «ia 
tertained. In Consequence of this, those Ordiaaaces, 
in which you now Tcjoice, may grow very uncomfortable 
to ydu, even when you do indeed desire Commttntott 
with God in them. You may hear the most delight* 
ful Evangelical Truths opened, yoii -may hear'the Privi- 
leges of Gon^s Children most aflectionatdy represents, 
and not be aware that you have any Part or Lot 
in the Maimer >* and from that very Coldness and Irisensi. 
bility may be drawing a- farther . Argument, that you 
have nothing to do withi tlnm: And Jhen j^aur Heart 
va^Y^ meditate Terror (1), anduddei' the: D^trcss that 
overwhelms you, your doarest Enjoyments may b^ 
reflected upon as adding to the Wfnght of it,.' and making 
it more sensible, while you eon^der that you had once 
such a Taste* for these Things, and have now lost it 
all. So that perhaps it onay seem^ ito yon, ihat.they, 
who never felt any Thmg ut all of Religtous Impres- 
sions, are happier than you, or at least are less mise« 
ra1>le^ You may perhaps in these melancholy Hours, 

even 
(1) leai. xxxiku 18. 
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Ofaap* 34« And wUl be a sorrowfid one indeed. 241 

even d^ub^ whether you have ever prayed at all, and 
trhetlier all that you allied your Enjoyment- of Gon^ 
were not ^«ome false 8elfght, excited by the great 
Encany of Souls, to make you apprehend that your State 
was good, that so you might continue his more secure 
Prey. 

§• 5. Such as this may be your Case for a considerable 

Time; and Or^oatices may be attended in rain, and 

the Presence of God may be in vain sought in them. 

You may pour out your Soul in prlyate, and then come 

to public Worship^ and find littie Satisfaction in either; 

but be forced ta take up the Pscdmkts^ Complaint ; M^ 

God^Icrif in the Day Time but Thou hearest not; and in . 

the Night Season^ and am not silent (m) ; or that oiJob^ 

Behold IgoforsDord) but He is w4 there^ and backward^ 

tntt I cannot perceive Him; on the left. Hand where He 

doth Worky hut I cannot behold Him; He hideth Ikmseif 

on 0ie tight Hand that I cannot see Him (n>. So that 

idl, which looked like Religion, in your Mind, shall 

seem as it were, to be melted into Grief, or chilled into 

I^eari or crushed iuto^ a de^p Sense of your own Un-. 

worthiness ; in; Consequence of which, you shall not 

dare so much as to lift up your Eyes before God, and 

be almost ashamed to take your Place in a wor^ippiog 

Assembly, among any that you think His Servants. I 

have known this to be the Om of some excellent Christ 

tiansy whose Iinpcovements 4n Religion have been dis* 

iingttished, and whom God hath honoured above many 

of tbeii^ Urethren. in what he hath done for them, and 

by them. Give me Leave, therefore, having thus de^ 

scribed it, to offer you some plain Advices with Regard 

Xq it : and let not that be imputed to EfUhusiastic Fancy y 

which proceeds from an intimate and frequent View of 

Facts on the one Hand, and from a sincere affeetionato 

' Desire on the other, to relieve the tender pious Heart 

in so desolate a State. At least I am persuaded, the 

Attempt will not be overlooked or^dkapproved by Tilto 

great Shepherd of the Sheep (o), who has charged us to 

comfort the Feebk^miMsd (p). 

§. C. And 

(ni) Pial. xxll. %, (n> Joh xxjil. 9, 9. (•) Hcb. xiii. «0. 
(p) I Thw. V. 14» 
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S5I$ Enquire whendeii wises t 6bap, ^# 

§. 6. And here I wotild first advise you moat carefully 
to en'qairQ, Whether your . present Distress d6es indeed 
arise from Canses which are truly SpirUufi? Or whether 
It may not rather have its Fonndation in som^ Disorder 
of Bodif^ or in the Circumstances ofJLife^ in which you 
are providentially placed, which may hreaJc your Spirits 
and deject your Mind ? The Influence of the inferior 
Fart of onr Natnre on the nobler, the Imraorlai Spirit, 
vrhlle we conimue.in this, embodied State, is \5o evident, 
that no attentive Person can, in the general, fail to^ 
liave observed it; and yet, these are Cases, in which 
it seems not be ^nffiei^ntly considered; and perhaps 
your own may be one of them. The State of the Blood 
is often such, as necessarily to suggest gloomy Ideas 
even in Ekeams, and to indispose the Sonl for taking^ 
Pleasure in any Thing: And when it is so, why.shouadt 
it be imagined to proceed from any peculiar INi^e 
Displeasure, if it .does hmt find its iiiBual Delight in Rell^ 
gion? Or why should Gqo be -thought to have departed 
from us, because he suCers natural Causes to produce 
natural EfiTects, without opposing by Miracle t6 bre^ 
the Connection ? When this is the Case, the Help of the- 
Physician is to be sought, rather than that of the PiTine, 
or at least, by all Means^ together with it; and Medicine, 
Diet, Exercise and .Aii*, may, in a few Weeks, efiect 
that, which, the strongest Bb^sonings, the most pa^efie 
Exhortations or Copsolations, might fo^ many Months 
have attempted in vain. - 

.%* 7« In other Instances,, the Dejection and Feebre*^ 
ness of the Mind may r4se from something uucomfort,, 
able in Qur 7»orldlt^ {Jircumstmuxs ; these may cloud ]ad 
well as distract the Thoughts,' and embitter the Tern, 
per, .^ and thus render us in a great Degree unfit for 
Religious Services or Pleasures; and ivhen it is so, the 
Remedy is to be sought, In submission to DItiue Provi. 
denqe, in abstracting our AAcctions as f^r as possible 
from the present World,. in a prudent GarC'to ea$e'our4,^ 
selves of thp Burden so far as we can, by moderating 
unnecessary Expences, and by dilfgent Applica^n.to 
Business, m humble Dependance on the Divine Blessing; 
in thp meau Tiine, enil^vQuring by Faith to J^k wp to 
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Oiap. 24. Partkviwri^^ whether from Sin. ItiS^ 

Him, ^ho sometimes suffers His Children to be brought 
tato such DiffieuWes, that He may eudeai- himself more 
s^nsibljr to th^em b/ tlie Method He shall take fojr their 
Relief. " ' 

^ ^. 8. 0» tie IVincij^es hcte laid down, it may per- 
haps appear oa Enquiry, that the Mstress t^oropiaiaed 
of, may have a Foundation very different from what 
^as at first supposed. But where the Health 16 sound^ 
itad the CuEcnmstances easy: when the Anlmat Spirits 
afre dispose for Gaiety and Eatertai^meat, while all 
Taste for Religious Plep^ure is iw a Manner .gone ; whea 
tite Soui is seized with a kind 0/ I^ethargic Insensibility^ 
or what I had almost called, a paralytic Weakness, with 
ftespect to every Eeligious Exereise, even though there 
fihrould not be that deep terrifying Distress, or pungent 
Amazement, which I before repr^esented as the Effect of 
Melancholy^ «or that Anxiety about the Accommodai* 
tions of Life^ which straight Circumstances naturally 
produce: I wpidd in tha<r Case vary my Advice, and 
nrge'yott, with ali possible Attention and Impartiality, 
to search, in^o tlie Cause whieh has brought npon yoit 
fhat great Evil under which you justly mourn. And^ 
probably, in the general, the Cause is Sin ; some (secret 
Sin which has not been discovered or observed by the 
Eye of the World 5 for Enormities that draw on thelft 
the Observation ^nd Censure of lOthers, wiH probably 
fall under the Case mentioned in the former Chapter^ 
as they must be Instances pf known and deliberate 
Guilt, Now the Eye of Gon hatiji seen these Evil« 
which have escaped the Notice of your Fel2ow«Creatures 5 
$nd in Consequence of thi^ Care to coaeeal themi 
from others, while you ^pujd not but know they were 
6pen to Hinr, God has seen himself in a peculiar Maiy 
^ ner affronted, *nd injured, I had almost said insulted 
by them ; And hence His Righteous Displeasure. Oh J 
let that never be forgotten, whiich Is so plainly said, so 
commonly known, so familiar to almost every Q^eKgious 
tear, yet too littji^ felt by any of our Hearts, Vour 
IniquUies htfioe separated between you and your GOD^ and 
^our Sins have hid Ilif Face from you that He mil not 
hear (q). And this is^ m the whole; a jperciful Dis^ 

ppqsatioa 



(<))l8ai. Ux. 1,9. 
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444 Oo$e^ examine your Camcknee* Cht^). S4. 

^eosatioa of God, thovgk it m^ seem severe; regard.it 
Hot tjiereforei merely as your Calamity, but as i.nteude4. 
to ftwaken you^ that you may not content yourself, even, 
-with lying in Tears of Humiliatioa before the Lord^. 
but like Joshua rise aad exert . yourself Tigorously, to 
put mJbayfrom you that accursed Thing whatever it bet 
jLet this be your immediate and earnest Care, that your 
Pride may be humb)e4> that your Watchfulness may be 
maintained, that your Afl^tioti^ to the World may be. 
deadened, ancj that pn the whole, your fitness for Heavea 
may in every respect be increased^ These are tbc^ Designs* 
of your Heavchly Father, and let it 6e your great Caa« 
Cern to co-operate with them. 

§. 0. Receive it therefore oft ihc whole, as the most 
important Advice that can be given you^ immediaiefy ta[ 
ent^r on a strict ExatrttnaOon cfyour Conscience. Attend 
en its gentlest Whis})ers« If a Suspicion arises in your 
Miqd, that afty Thing has not been right^ itrace t^. 
Suspicion, search into G^i^ secret ^ Folding of youir 
Heart ; improve to tjie Purposes of a fuller Discovery, 
the Advice of your ^Frien^, the Heproaches of yoi^p 
Enemies ; recollect for what your }Ieart hath smitten 
you at thp Tabic of the I^ord, for what it would smite 
yqXL if yotj wer^ upon a dying Bed, aqd within this 
Hour to cuter on £tcrnity. when you have made any 
Discovery, note it down, aftd go on ii) yOur Search, till 
.you caii say, these are the remaining Corruptions of my 
Heart, these are the Siqs an4 Follies of my tiifej this 
liave I Tieglected \ this have \ done amiss. Ap<^ !^^^^ 
the Account is as complete as you <:an make it, set 
yourself in the Strength of God tq a strenuoi^s Hefor^ 
Ination, or r4ther begin ^e Keformation of every Thing 
that seems amiss ai^ pQon is ever you discover it \ Return 
to the Atmghty and thou stali be built up; ami put Ini^ 
guity far from thy T^bernacle^ then, skalt thou have thy 
Ipelight in the Mmightyf and shalt lift up thy Face unta 
fxOD. Thou shait tnake thy Prayer unto Ifim and He 
. $hallhear thee^ ifiou shftlt pc^ thy Vqzcs unto liimy and 
ftis litght shqil shine upon thy Ways (r), 

§.10. lu 

. ■ ■• (r) J*hx«lh«,5l6,2t. 
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thiEjd^pfsi?t//i^i%,,ua4^i*^!^t^3f«h^ iq the IHm* 

Sline of >, yei^ .J^c^^ly, JFfMivW, i nckoowlp^giiig JJis 
ustice,' aQ^,.hq^iif ,11^ Uis: Mercy ; e^ea when your 
^oasckpce .1^ )eft^ serni^ lo its Reroonstrances, and dis^ 
cayi^f^/noihiog^^iore^.thau the commoi^ JnJ^mitici? of 
(^pd^s. ^cQp)ej. yet atill.bow yoiirself dqwa hefpD& Hioiy' 
iiii4;.QWxii thai Vi^ jiiajiy ain:^ thei&rjisof yourtb^;Ds^% 
$0 Tpaoy th^Mnperfeciloii^ 5^-y<^ur be^t^Tieea^ that.by^ 
^eii^you^h^edes^j5§d.;^l$.ai¥l mor^ ri(b^, :^1 ^at:y0it' 
SfljQS^tVt d^fi^jedj, , .opifc^,<ni)y,/tbfi,t yo^r ^mi should M. 
clpa^^,. lMitt^Urfi^^£4^'4ow9^ sod M^e Qom^e^ 

A«a.;wnU€^ Uie: Shade 'cpn^atf^ J^- iu>| ioiipfl^tieid* 
Fret not yaurMflf in atf^ ^^,;;l}ttt iaH^jwHl) a-toly 
^j[»pe6}iaiid>Gentknewor^^ uait ot^ ih^ J^d(9}» 
pe^vfjflljfig to aUy His TiiBiCy -mUUiig^ to bcMif HisTroinv' 

g* ih^jinblePop^ that.He vUlMlei>giS!^r<?^ *»»*• 

ompqfstoa' on you (t)| He Aof no/ nttetlyXargotien Up 
be grftciousy nor;re9o)ved> thqft He xoill be fainntrakk n» 
fnor€(nj. ,P(^Jl!^,i^.^ ftotgast^qjB^J^rep^r.i^ui 
though Me cause Qrief^ j/et uiU He hme. Compassion, ac. 
iortUng to the:Maltitude qf Hir 3IeKeief (k}. . It i§.,€dinw 
-)>aratf.ve!y hnifor a ^n^l Mpmertf that lhhuie0 Hi^Face 
jro^^^ou'y but you may luimbljf ho^,.tha|t on^A great 
Mera^ fte mil . gufhen vtnt^ ^d i^at z^th ^erli^ttn^ 
fCif^kiess Jle zoiU haoe mereyo^ifouXy}* 'i*he SQitabkl 
Words are not mine^but Hi» ; and they wear „thts, as iA 
the .ver.y Froii^ Q^^tliieWy. }' t\^^i ^ SwA w^derXh^lJiHinpt, 
<5 pf GOD'sFace^ way at last be one whom He mlkgaiheri 
<^ m^My^homll^mXlid^ien^ev^Ustifi^ .; > 

V- 11- Bii*^ while .^he.Darknessi continues, ^' g^^oA^fn 
the Way ff y/^r pufi/'^* . Cqiitioue in the Use of M^n% 
and .Qrdinances;^ i^ead ^and meditfliei Pray^ yefiv ^nd 
an^tVe i^riusestof GtoD tppi , though it may h^' VJth *; 
ieavy Ke^i^t. \ l^oU%yyf the Footsteps of Uis jRtoc* (2>'; 
you may .p^l|apgim^t^ Shepherd ofSmlsMAolf^i^^ 
Flace yourself at iea$t in His Way. It is possible, yoit 
may by this means §rei^ a^ kind L>ook f^om Hij9 ; ai^d ono 
I^pqkp one Turn of Thought which may happen in a Mo. 

meaty 
-■•'', • ."f M " ' '• •• : i -•{- ^ ' " 

(t) Jer. }2f 15, . • <Jt)«i^am« Ui^31> $2. (a) Cant, t 8. 
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^44 XeiHem^^ufJppBMiMfoChriaf • Ch^p.^i. 

tmsat, toaf » it werfe 'tfeiie tf H^tta in yotir Soul at 
etioe. Co io tk»' TMe iif' ikt LordL If yon cannot 
tt}^ice^ go and Aoum ^lefei Go aDilfnosniTflitf Saowttrf 
tiiom by your Sins^if liavepiertedi^i go and iament 
the Breaches of that Covenant^ wbadi yon haye there s6 
ikfien confirmed. Christ may perhaps make himt^ 
lrJMn0fritnfo yon in the Breaking of iMe Bread (b)y and yoit 
Biay find, to yonr Sarprise, tibat Vie hoik been neary&u^ 
^faea yon tmagiifed Be^ waS at ihe greatest Distance froiii 
fmg; netr y^uyyt^ea you diongkt y6n were east vta front 
fDs Pre^enc^: Sedi yonr Ckimforts in snchlCfflployiftentis 
as these ; and not in the ¥411^ Amnsements of the Worlds 
and in the jgleasiires 0f Sense; I shall nerer forget that 
afiectlooatejExpr^ion, which I ten well assured broke 
6nt froni>afi'ettHfi'entIy pions Heiirt, then almost ready to 
tremk ttnder its Sorrows -of this Kind ? ^^ Lord, If I mtyi 
*> ti(9tefffbi^Tkee,letmeehfoy nothing eke; but go down 
•^ mourning after nee to ihe Grate!" J wondered not 
to hear, that almdst as soon' as this Sentimedt had been 
Ibreathed dot before God In Pirayer, the Bnrden was taken 
bS, and the Joy. of QOjy^ Sidvation restored. \ ^ 

%, 19. I shall add but one Adrice more, and that is\ 
.<^' That 3^u reneti^your \4pplication to the Bloo^ofJesus^ 
•* through whomr the'Q«coneiIiation ^tween God an^ 
«< your iS<mi has b^en ^complished.'* It is He that ti 
our l^ctf, and 'by His Blood it is that ue are made nigh 
fc) : It is tti llm\ . ais the Belthed of His Soul, that GOn 
declares, 'UeirweU pleased (d); and it is in Jlim^ that 
VMS- ofie-made accepted^ 'to the G^yTy^of His Grace (c). 
Go tberefi^e, O Christian, ^nd- appljj^ by Faith to a 
crucified Saviour: Go and-apply to {lim, as tq a merciful 
High-Prlesft, andpoUr put thy (jomplmnt b'eJhfeHim^ -and 
shmiefore Hint Iky Troiibie (f )'. Lay open the Distress 
and Angujijh bf thy Soul to Hiiri, yfjto oi^ce Jttiew whut 
it was to say, (O- astonishing { that IJc of all; others 
should C¥6r h^ve said it), My GODy My GOB, why 
hast^'SVMU forsaken me (g) ?lio6t«|)'ft>rPfty' and Relief 
to Him, who himself suffered, being lipt only temjyted^ 
)>at with Regard to sepsfjil^ Atjimfestat^)qs deserted; 

••;- ; ' '-•- '. \ ■' "■ •• -^ -- • 'tiiat 

' (a) Zcch. xii. 10, (c) Eph. H. 15, 14, (e) Eph. i. 6. 

iiM) tfiM-3i»ifv, 3fc - "(d:> Matt iii. iTt <r> 1^1. ijiiiW 2; ' 
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' Chap. 24* toho is able and ready to iuccour. iif 

ibat H^ might thus knoz» how to pitjf those "fiiat -are ill 
such a melancholy Case^ axid be reckt; as'fteMsis able^ 
to suec&ur themXh^. He id Immanudy GOD tBttkusj(i) ; 
and it is only iii add through Him that his Father shinet 
forth upon us with the mildest Beams of Mercy an4 
Love.' Let it be therefore your immediate Care, to reiiew 
your Acquaintance with Him. ReView Uie Records qI[ 
His Life and Death : ^ H^ar His Words : Bkohi /His. 
Actions; And when you ^do so, surely you will find a 
sacred Sweetness diffusing itsdf 'over your BoiiL' ' Yoiv 
will be l^rought into a calm,' g|entle, silent Frame, m 
which Faith and' boTe will operate powerfally, and' God 
may probably cause the still small Voice of His ^comfdrt^ 
ivg Spirit to .be heard (k), till your Soul bursts out inta 
a Song of Praise, and you may be made glad; according t9 
the Daysifitchichy(fu hav^be€fnaffii<^ed{\y* In th^meai^ 
Time, such Ladgtiige as the ^following S^ppUcatio% 
apeaks^ maybe suitable; • ' ^ ' , 

^ humbh SuppUct^ion for one under the Hidings cf 

GOD'S Face. 

'% * * ■ . ' "../ ... . ^ • . ■>.'-»■> 

^< XlLESSED GQJD ! mh Thee is ^the Fountaitp o^ 
•M3 <« Life (m), and of Happiness^- \ I adore' Thyk 
^* Name that I have ever tasted of Thy Streams-; that 
<* I have ever felt the peculiar Pleasure arising from tha 
<^ Light of Thy Countenance, and the shedditig .alirpaA 
^* of Thy Love on my Soul. But alas, these delightful 
^^ Seasons are now to me no more; and ttle Rememw 
^' branme of thetri engages me to pour out' my Soul t0Uhin> 
^* 'nie (n).- I woiild come, as I have, formerly done, and 
** call Thee with the same Endearment,, my Father ka^ 
« fnyGOD: fiat alai, I khaw, not how to do it Guili 
^^ and 'Fear arise, and forbid the delightfi)! Jianguageu 
^ I seek Thee, O Lord, but, I seek 'fl^ in, vain. I 
^* 'would pray, but my Lips are sealed tip, I woul4 
<^ reid Thy Word, and all the Promises of it arc .Td)e4 
<* froM toiueEye^.* J ftequeut those Ordin^ces, wh|cl^ 
^' have been formerly most nourishiug and comfortably 
^^ ta my Soul ; but alas, they ^re only the Shadows of* 
f^ Qrdtim^esr The gubstaiiee "ts gon&i Tb!B^ an^atttg 

(h) Hcb. ii.lg. ^ (k) 1 Khm jAxSh/ (m) Psal. xxxy\. 9/ 
i>) Afatf. i. ^, {i) Psal. iLc, 15. (n) PMa. x?if' ♦• 
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t^ Jn humble Suppkcationforpn^ Qbap. t4. 

*f:S}f}siiif.^y and leaves tli^ein now^M^Vest Wt-^the 
*1 |x|i9ge of wliat i once kne^ themj ' t . ' tt ; 
'. ," Buty Lp^, .hftst T^i^tt, oi^r off f^t eoeti nnd uilt 
^ ^Tliou.befitvourable^no more (o) ? H^tThou i&^wful 
H Judgment- deter minedy that my Soul- must be left to 
f*. a perpetnal Winter, the sad EmbleiB of £ternal Dark* 

V ness? Indeed I deserve it >hpul(l be $o< lacknov- 

V ledige> O Lord, I defierv« to. he tCetst arsiay^ram Thy 
^^ PresfiM^ with jDlsdain, to ; be sunk lower* than I am^ 

V ^Hich^lower :. I deserve iM hAve the Shatbw of Deaih' 
^i upori^mjf E^Mds {p}y an^ evep io be sursounded witk* 
^ the thick Gloom of the infernal , Prison. But hast- 
*^ Tl^ou not raised Mi|l^itudes who have deseroed like 
^^' me to be delivered into Chains of Dw^kness (q), to the: 
^ Visions of Thy Glory aiiove, ifrhere. Inq Oood.cam 
2 ^ver interpose between Thee and vfikax ,vej<^!ng\ 
^ Spirits? Har^e Mercy upon p^e^ O Jjoird^ have Mercy 
^ upon "the (r) ! And though mine Iniquities ha^e now^ 
•* justly caused Thee to hide Thy Face from me (s), yet 
^ be ISioii rather plcaS^, ' agreeably to the graciour 
« Language of TlgF Word, to hide .Thy Face from my 
\^ Sifis^ mf t<[rplot:outal^ mine Iniquities (t) ^ Cheermy. 
^ H<fiart witi|.the XokeosL of . Thy returning Eavour, and 
^^'sayuHta-n^ Sotdyl am jthy Salvation (u) ? . . • > 

'p' Reim^ber, O LpiiD Goo, remember that dreadful 
^'Dayy iirwhidi Jesus Thy dear Son endured what 
•* rar Sfais hiive deserved ! RemembeT that Agony^. in 
^^ which He poured otit His Soul before Thee, and said, 
^ m Q0]^,JtyQdt>yu1i^M'^lThfiJlSmdk€nM h 
^^'Did lie not, O Lord, endure all tbis^. that humbk^ 
^ Penitents might through Him be brought near unta 
"Thee, ahiiidight behold Thpe with ] Pleasure, as their 
^ Father, ani theiViGrop? thus^'.do I desire to come 
*^ unto Thee. HUssed Saviour ^^vil^h^vi not appoin^ed^ 
" ^0 gite' unto, i^m' that mourn ih M6n^\ Settuty fori 
** idsheSy thk^\Oil of Joy for Mourmngy and the Garm 
^\p\^nt jcf;Prt^seJor tjf^,^piril of Heaviness^ (y)! Oi 
** wSh away Vwj^ 7Wf, Anoint my Dead mUx the Od» 

"'■ _ , '_ ; • • / . ■ ' ';/.;. • * \ ^^0f 

^ <t) 9«fa. l«|[vU. 7. (r) ^Mt^cxarlii. 3. ^ (rt^ F«al. x««v. 9. ' 

'p}^oli xy\, 16. (s) Isai. lit. 8. (k) Matt. mvii. 46. 

j 8 Pet. ii. 4. ^ (t) JPwa: li. $; . (y) IM. Ui.A. - . 
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ChsL^.ii. * under the Hiatngs of GOlfs Face. i« 

<^ afGiadness\ atld clothe ^e v^iihtht GaniieniS of So!* 
^^ Nation it)\ ■ - v . w^ ( 

« OA ikai I knew wfiere I might Jnd T!S(?^(a^! 06 



^^ tUatl kneif what It is^ that hath engaged Tli6e' t6 de« 
*^ part from me ! I am sewrchmg;?^^ trjfihg my W%5'(bJ: 
^^ Ok that Thou wouldst search me^ and know my Hear{^ 
«< fr^ m\ 'Hfm''kndw'n^y'Tfi^uim'; itidlf there ^yhn^ 
** wicked W(ty inrhe^ discover it, nndtead me in the fVag 
^* everlasting (c) i '^^ ^^^* Waj, fa >hich I m^Jin^ 
ff jB^.?^and Peace /oi^ my' Sotd (d), Ttiid feel the Disco, 
** veries of Thjr loTc in CAft>/ / 




my Sonl at once ! Open Thou my 
^^ iny Mouth sh^ 'shewfoHU Thy^ Praise (f )," sfialnTurl^ 
f< oat into a cheerful Son^ which ishall display befo^f 
<* those whom my presient^Dejections niay have discbu^ 
*f raged, the pleasures and Supports pf Reli^ionl 

« Yet, Lord, on the irhole, I submit to Thy^Will. 
^^ If M is Aus that my faith m^stib^ exercised, . ^^a^m 
^' tngfn DctrknessfaTDQ,y»j%.nd Months, and Tears to 
^^ come, how long soever they may seem, how long so* 
** ever they may be, / toiU, submit. StUl will I adore 
** Thee, as the GOD of Israel^ and the Saviour^ though 
<« Thou art a GOD that hidest Thyself ^g) : StiU will I 
*^ trust in the Name of the Lordy and stay myself upoa 
** ray GOD (h) ; trusting in Thee though Thou stay m0 
*^ (i) : and waiting for Thee^ more than they thai watch 
** for the Monningy yeuy more than they that watch 
*^ for th^ Morning (k). Perad?enture in the Evening 
«< Time it may be Light (1). I know, that Thou hast 
<^ sometimes manifested Thy Compassions to Thy dying 
^^ Serv^nts^ and given them^ in the lowest Ebb of their 
^^ natural Spirits, a full Tide of Divine Glory, thus tarn^ 
' ^^ ing Darkness into Light before them (m)* So tmy it 
<< please Thee to gild Me yialiey of the Shadow of Death 
<« with the Dght of 2'hy Presence ^ when I am passing 

" througA 

(x) Isai. UL 10. . (d)W.vi. 16. (h) Isai. 1. 10. 
(a) Job xxiii. 3. (e) 2 Cor. W. 6. (i>. Job xtii. 15. 

. (b) Uro. ill. 40. (f ) iPsaU li. 16. (k) Psal. cxxx. 6, 

(c) P8aKcxxxix.«,24.(r) laah »lv. 15. (l) Zf ch. xiv. T. - 
•' . (jn) Isai. zUi. 16. 
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SSQ Jin-MmhleSupfUcaHonj ^c. ^ GI119. 9^ 

' «* /*roi^&^y^d> stretch forth Th^Rod and ThySiitff^ 
^^'to comfort me (n), that my Tremblings may cease^ 
^^ and the GUoom may^che iirith Songs of Praisje ! .Pat if 
*' it he .Thy Sorerciga Pleasure, th^t Distress and Dark.* 
'.^ ness should still ^oi^tinue to the last Motion of my 
^<. Pulse/ and the last Gasp of my Breathy Oh let iteease 
^ .with the parting Struggle, and bring :me to thai lAghi 
<* which IssownfortJie Righteous, and to that GladHess 
** irhicli is reserved,/or the Upright in Heart (oj ; to the 
^f unclouded ^c^ipns of everlasting Splendor and Joy^ 
^^ where the full Anointings of Thy Spirit shall hepour^ 
f< pitt on all Thy People, and Thou wilt no mose hide 
1^ Tfwi Face from any of them (p) ! 
. ^^ This^ JLord, is T% Salvation for uhich I am wait<m 
^t ing (sO 9 ^ ^^^ whilst i feel the Desires of my Son! 
*^ drawn out after it, I will neyer despair of obtaining 
^ it. Continue and increase those Desires^ and at length 
^^ satisfy and e:^ceed them all, through thC'xfiiches of 7^ 
^^ C(race in Christ Jesus ! Amea.*' 

<tt)T«il. ax«i. 4. (o) Psal. xcvii. 11 . (p) Excki kxiU. ». " 
(q) Gell. lUx. 18, 
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M i. I: :;*^' 2 i>^ .1 .\.' . v/ V. -'• :'v, : i .5. 
..',)* n • --* hi •.' t ;..t.ir jiii' ;'.-!' i» i : • ' . /• 

^f 'Christian ,?ti^^sl^^ g^^^a* w| 

. heavyAfflietiofis. : = ' / v ; ; . 

.. ; • . .;. . ;/-. , .^ ,. :.M.; .••-,; .. •;- 

Here ii is advisedy (1.) Thai Afflictions should he ex^^ 

pededi §'. !• (2^) TAo^ Me Rtshtpous Hand of GOD 

^^&^gMMjsqcknov^Udg^fi4nthem^ ^h^^^fh^ come^ §. 2^ 

^ : fS.) Tkaifhe^ should 'i^ borne wtth Patience^ §. 3. (4.> 

*\ That the 'Divide Conduct in, them should^e xordiqll^ 

' approved, §.4. (5.) That Tkan^fuln^ should bemain^ 

tainedin the Midst ofTrialSy'%. 5. (0.) Thai the D<r- 

^^^^ of Afflictions should be diligently inguired into, and 

all proper Assistance' taken in discovering itf %, 6. (7.) 

' ,, That when it is discovered^ it should 'humbly be com^ 

^ plied ,yiifh and anmeredj §• 7. A Prajfer fuited tp stuh 

a Case^ '■['.' 



t 



|. 1. 4^fINCE Man isMrf$»nto Trouble^ as tMfSpiirkp 
'.. . ; $^Jhf upward (a)> and Adam lias totalled' ott all 
Mr Race^the sad Inheritance of ddamUy in tiieir Wa^ 
to Deaitlr, it -wiH <;ertaiirfy iie pvodent iKSil necessary, 
.that we should ail expect to meet wittt Trials vea^ Ag^e^ 
Horn; ahdthat you^ Reader^- ifhoerer you^are^ sho^M 
be endeaTonnng to gird on y ottr AVmour, ind put youi^ 
.8^ into a Postare to encoifntir those Triafe,^ i^Uch vhR 
ikllto yovLf-Loty as^ a Kans and a£hriitian. - Prepaid 
yoiiTs^if t4 recd?e Affiictlons'dndtil endure %he!% 
;in a .Manner, lagreeaMe to botlf thb^ Chai* attei^. lii 
this View^ whto. yon ile6 others under the Burden^ 
colisidev how; possible it i^^ thftt you may be called out 
to the rery soine bifficultjaa, or to others equal to them. 
Put your Soi|l,;a» in thd*Piace of theirs. Thi)ik, how 
yon eottid endure the Load, under which tbey lie : and 
. .♦.:.-, ' ' ) NR^^TOUf 
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endearonr at once to ^onfort tiiem, and to strengtiMR 
your own Heart; or rather pray, that God would do it» 
And observing how liable mortal -lalc is to such Sor« 
rows, moderate your Expectations from it; raise your 
Thoughts aboT&it ; .and form jour Schemes of Happiness, 
only for that World^ w)i6re they ciiidot be disappointed : 
In the mean Time, blessing Gon, that yonr Prosperit|r 
is lengthened out thus lar, and ascribing it U> His S{|eckil 
lhrMidenee# that' jcm (^bntinue solving iiniroiindeci, wh^ 
80 many Showers, of i4jrrt>iit»are^fiyii% around yon and 
flo many are falllDg by them, on the Right Hand and on 
the Left . . 7. . ; . ; . ; 

' %. 1. : When at length your Turn comps,. m it cer. 
^tsunly ^yill, fr4>m' the first Hour in which' an. Affliction 
aclases' ym;^fm^ Xoytmm il^^^^^^ it, 

Wnd lose not^ die yiew of Hinj; in' any . second. Cause, 
'-which jna^ hive' ^/oved " tji^ immediate Wcasron. Let 
It be youir jfrst Care, to huiAbte yoursetfjbind^ this migkiy 
'HaiinofGODf iha( He maifMait^puiri\dueTimeih% 
Own' th^t He- is jte^it in all (kai tsbroughjf upon you (c), 
Wnd that in all tfaes^ Things He punishes you kss than 
your Inkpities' deserve (d). Compose yourself to bear 
%ls HahfWith Patience; ^to gWrlff Hlii Wa'irie Ify a Sub- 
mission to Hist Will, and to fail in with th^ gracidnt 
Design of thir Visitation, as well as to wait the Issue of 
^thl^^etlyi whatsoever tliu^^^e&t 'may be. /.' - i 
I \n ; 3«^. Nqw that iPaUcnce snay hwH^ ii^.ferfeci^. Wofk 
•.(e), r#BCt freqnentljr, and ^ply^ u^on yonroim 
Meanness and Sinfulness.. Consider, how often isVery 
:Mercy has bee^ fofft'ited, . and ev^ry Judgment deserved, 
^nd consider too, hQW loug the Patience of Gon hath 
M^pkA . Mfitji yoQ, and 4io!w. wondecfully it is stall exited 
'towards you;, and indeti^y »ot only His Patience, but 
.^is Bounty too. A^kted us foil are^.^/or.!. speak to 
jrounow as act«iitliy un^er the Pressure); look rbiind and 
furvey .your 'Jiso^pifig B^^rcles^'^ndibe gmtefully .«^. 
sible of them. ' Make the Suppo^tion 'of their, being 
jr«M>Ted^^>Vhat if ,Gop; shonU -rt^etoKrout His Hand 
Mainst you, and add Pov^ty to l^ain,, or Pain fo 
J^ovefty, or the I^^^ !of Friends t9 botb;/or.lh0 Death of 
' r.'- ^. . • surviYinf 

(l>) ! Ptt, V. », (c) Neh. ix. »1 (D Ena \x, 13. 
(e) JaMM^4* 
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Chap. ^5^ dttd thankJuU^ received. ^53 

sumvihg Friends to Chat of those whom you are now' 
inouriling over / would tiot the Wound be more grievous? ' 
Adiije jHis Goodness, that this fs iiot the Case, - and 
take heed, les^t your Uttthankfulucss should provoWa 
Him to multiply jdur Sorrows. Considi^r also, the Need 
you have of discipline ; how wholesome it may prove to 
your ^ioiils,' and what merciful Designs our ileav(tily 
Father has, in all the Correetiokis lie seudu upon Ills 
Children. ' ' 

§. 4* Nay I will add, that in Consequence of all these 
Considerations it . may well be expected, not only that 
yoit should submit to your Afnictions as iVhatiyou can* 
not avoid, but that you shodid meeily acqrtiesce in themi 
and approive them / that you should not only justify, but, 
glorify God in sending them^ that you should glorify 
Him with your Heart, and with your Lips too. Think 
not Praise unsuitable on such an Occasion ; nor think 
that Praise alone to be suitable, igrhich tak«s its Rise 
from rematbin^ Comforts : But know that it is your 
Duty^ not onjy ta be thankful in j/our Afflictions^ but to 
* be thankful on Accaimt of them. 

^* 5. Goo Himself has said, //t every Thing give 
Thanks (f);- and He has taught His Servants to say, Vea^ 
also we glory in Tribulation {g). And most certain it 
is, that to true Believers they are Instances of Divine 
Mercy; for whom the Lord ioveth He chastenethy and 
s4ourgeth e^ery Son ^honi He receiveth (h), with peculiar 
and distinguished Endearment. View your present Affile* 
tioas id this Liight, as Chastisements of tiove; and then 
lot your own Heart say, whether Love does not demand 
Praise. Think with yourself, *^ It is thus that God n 
^'m^ing me comfortable to* His h>wr Soli; It Is thud 
^^ that He is training me up for complete Glory. Thus 
^* He kills my Corruptions; thus He strengthens my 
f* Graces^ thas He is wisely contriving to bring me 
^^ nearer ..to Himsdf, and to ripen me for the Hohoura 
" of Ifcft Heave^ily Kitigdom. It i$, if i^eed be. that / 
^' am in Heaviness (i); and He surely knows what that 
^* Need is, better than 1 can pretend to teach HioP; 
<* and^ktiows what peculiar Propriefy there is in this 
^* AiBictioQ^ to answer my present Necessity, aad do 

(f ) 1 TheM. V. 18. iji) Ri»m. v, 3. (h) Hrt.xii.«. (1)1 Pet. i. d. 
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254 Care to be taken io mmer iis Designy ^CIuiiw25. 

" me that peculiar Good ivbich He is gtMomly intend* 
<< iog me by it* This Tribulaiion shall worh Batiencey 
f < and Patience Experience^ and 'Experience a mooe 
^'' assured Hope; even a Hope which shalt noi make 
^ ashamedy while .^Ae Love of GOD is shed^hromdintngf 
V Heart (k), and shines through my Affliction, like the 
^^ San through a gentle descending Cloud, darting in 
<^ Light upon the Shade, and mingUng Fruitfulness with 
« Weeping." 

. §• 5. Let it be then your earnest Cafe, while you 
ifaius lopk on your Affliction^ whatever it may be, as 
doming frfm the Hand of Qoo, to improve it to tk^Pur* 
gosei for which il^ was sent* And Uiat you may so im« 
proTC it, , lat it be your fir^t Concern io knov^ what ^Aote 
Purposes are* Summon up all the Attention of yonr 
Soul, .to hear the Rodj and ilim who hath appointed it 
(1) ; and pray earnestly, that . you may uaderstand ita 
Voice*. Examine y9ur Life, your Words, aad your 
Heart; and pray, that Gpo. would so guide your £o« 
fairies, that you may return Wto the Lord thai snUteih 
i^ou (m). To assist you in this, call in the Hdp of pious 
l^riends, and particularly .of your Miaisters: Intreat, 
not only their Prayers, but their Advices too, as to the 
probable Design pf Pirovidence: and .enconrage them 
freely to tell you any Thing which occurs to their Minds 
upon this Head. 4"^ If tsuch au Occasion should lead 
them to touch upon some of the Imperfeetions of your 
Character and Conduct;^ Ipok upon, it as a great Tokea 
of their Friendship, and iake.it, iiQt only patiently, but 
thankfully. It does but ill become a Christian, ni^oty 
Time, to resent Reproofs and Admonitions; and least 
of all do^ it ,become him, when iht Rebukes of his 
Heavenly Father are upon him. He ought rather to 
seek Admonitions^ at such a Time as this, and volun. 
tarily oiler his Wounds to be searched by a faithful and 
skilful Hand. . ' ' . . 

§^ 7, And when by one McansL or another, you have 
^t a Ray of Light to direct you in the Meaning and 
Laut^^uage of such Dispensations, take heed, that you do 
noty in any Degree, harden yourself against CfOD and 

walie 
. (k) Rom. V. 3, 4, 5. (1) Mit. vi. 9. (m) Isai. ix. 13. 
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Chdp. 35. and reform tohai haih been miss* 355 

is^alk contrary U Hkn (n). Obstinate Reloctance to the 
apprc^^ided Design of aiijr providential Stroke, is inex* 
pfessibi^ provolcii^ to Him* Set your^lf therefore to- 
an immediate Reformation of nrhatever jou discover 
Bxtilas ;;anil I^lK>fir to learn; the general Lessons of greater 
Snbmi^sioa to Cro&^s Witi^ of a more calm Indifl^rence 
to the World, ajid of a closer Attachment to Divine 
Converse, ami to the Views of an approaching invisible 
State. And< Mrhatever particular Proportion or Cor^' 
r^poode&ce yovL may observe, between (his or that 
CiiH:um8tance,iQ,^o}ir Afflietfon, rand your former Trans, 
gresfiionsr^ ba ^ftpecialiy qareful to aci according to $at 
move, peeuli^ri mvl express. Voice of the Rod^ Then 
y<xu xiuayv perjbtaps haire: , speedy and remarkable Reason^ 
to fiay^;.tiiat i/ ^^/k been goodfQryo» thai you have been 
€0kted^(^oy^^.fff\i)L yri^ a. Multitude of others, may leant 
to numberi the Times of your sharpest Trials, among 
the sweetest i^nd the most exalted Moments of your lafe* 
Fottfais^ IHirpose, \Qt. Prayer be your frequent Employe 
ment; aud ktl,$ach Sentiments. as these, if not in the 
very^ameTerms^ ]>e often and affectionately poiireci out 
b^ops Gop. ., ' ( . ^ 

An humlle Addrcss to GODy under the JPressure^ cf 
, ' heittBiy Ajpiction. 

^^ €\ TIIOU ...s^pteme, yet all righteous and gracious 

\Jf'. ^^ Qovefnqr of the. whole Universe ! Mean and 

^^ ;inconsi4f^abie; as this little ]province of Thy spacious 

^i JBmpirQ.f^ay appear, , Thpu dost not disregard the 

/^ Earth and its I wia4)|tants ; but attend to its Concerns 

^^ widi the.,QU>st cp|idq|cepding and gracioui^ Regards. 

^f Thou.reign^stj ai^d / r^oice in it, as it is indeed 

*^ MfUter of JUnip^saf^^ J(w (p). I believe Thv: uni^ 

'If ve^pial P^vi^pflpeaiiid Care;, and I firmly, believe"' 

*' Thj wise,}ioly>, aud kind Interposition in every Thing. 

*{ ,w.ilc)L.rel^te4 to xne,^ and to the Circumstances of my 

" . 4bQde Ml ,t)iis IVorjid. 1 would look through all in-^ 

** ferior Ca^sei unt^ Thee, whose TSyes are upon all 

" Thy Creat.ures; to Thee, uko formest Lighty and 

** crefUest Darkness i^iilio makest Peace^ and Greatest 

S a « Evili 

(a) Lev. icxli. «T» (p) Pial, exit. 7i, (p) mi. xcvii. I , 
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i5& An humble Jddress to GODy Chap. 9^.- 

" Evil (q) ; to Tliee, lLrf>rd, who at Thy Pleasure, cansfc 
^* exch^ge the one fofr th^othtrf, caost turn the brighost 
^^ Noon into MiduigHty a^id the tdarkest Midnight into: 

*' O Thou iri9c and merciful Goremer of thef'Worid ^ 
*^ I have often said, TViy IVlfil be doner And Boir$ Thj 
^< Will is painful to me. But shall I tliton that Acconirt 
'^ unsay what I have so often said? Ood forbid! f comef 
^< rather to lay mysdf down' at Thy Vtittj atrfd to declare 
^ my full an^ fiee Submission to alt Thy- $s<»«d Flea. 
^ rare. O Lord, Thod art Just- and Rj^te<M]S tiT «tfJ| 
*^ I a<iiti6wlcdge in Thy Tenertfble' aifd awful Presence^ 
^ that / have deserved tkixy tfnd Tc« Tbmikmd Times 
<< more (r) ; 1 acknowledge, that H is pf Thy Metc^ 
^ th(d I am not nttcrly consumed (s), and that any 
*^ the least Degree of Cimifort= yet remaps. ' O Lor^ 
*^ 1 most i^eadtfy confess tli«t the Stns of one? Day of m j 
^ Life hare nreilted all these ChastisemetiDs ; stad that 
^ every Day of my lAfe hath befen moH 'or less stnf6L 
** Smite thferefoft*, O Thoii Righteous J«dge! »nd i will 
*' still adore Thee, that instead' of the Scourge, Thou 
^* hast not given a Commission to the Sword; tor do alt 
*^ the dreardfnl Work of Justice, and to pour out my 
^ Ulood in Thy Presence. ^' ' • »' > '. 

^' But shall I speak unt0 Theie, only as my Judge 9 . 
^ Lord, Thou hast taught me a tender Name; 
^''■'JFhoti condescetidcst io cvlR Thyself mi/ Faihcty ^nd 
** to speak oT Correction as fhc' El^tiA of 'TKy Lovo. 
*' O ivelcome, Welcome, thdse 'Afflictfofns,' which are the 
*^ Tokens of Thy Parental AifcciSon, the Marks of my 
^^ Adoption intoTh}' Faultily! 'Thou knowest what Dis. 
« cipllnelneed. Thou scest, O Lordy that fiurtdl<^ of 
^ Folly, which there «is rn the lleart <rf Tl#y ^oor fro- 
<< ward and^ thoughtless Child ; and knowest {rW'^jRW^,' 
<« and what Strokes are needfui' to drive k away. I' 
'^ wauM therefore be in fmmble SuSjedion totheFa^er 
*^ ^^pirtisy who chastencth me for my Profit ; wwif J'Ae' 
** in Subjection to Him and live (t). 1 fvouhf bear 'thy 
'* Strokes, not mer^y because I catinot resist them^ but. 
** because I lore and trust in Thee; I wonld sweetly 

"-acquiesce 

(♦I) JUai, xU>7, . ^ (») Ezra ix, 13. v<f) L^m. jii. *2» 

(t) llc*>. ui. 9, 10, -' ' 
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Chap, S55* under the Pressure bf heisoy Ajfiidioa. i5f 

^^ acquiesce und rest Iq Thy Will, as ifell as stoop to' ,it : 
*^ and would «$)r, Good w ihe Word pf the Lord(u) i 
'^^ And I derire t)^t 90t only my Lips, hwt my Soul may 
^^ acquies^e^. Y^^Jjixtd^l ^ovAA praise Tbce^ that Thou 
^' wilt shew S.O much Ijkgard to mc, as to apply such 
^^ Remedies is t}i«»e to ;£e IMsease? of my Mind, ami 
'^ art thus kindly careful to train mc up fo^ Glory* I 
^^ hare 90 Objection against being afflicted, agaij(?$t being 
** a/Hicted ia this pj3trticu}ar Way. The Cup xehieh tny 
" Faiherpuis into m:ne {lansl^ sh^ii I not drink ii (x) I 
^^ Oy Thi^e Assistance aTid Support I. wi/A Only bo 
^^ pleased, O Lord, to stand by mc, and somtetimes ta 
^^ grant me a farourable Looktii the Midst of my SulCbr« 
^' ings ! Support my Soul I beseech Thee, by Thy Con^ 
^' solations mingled with my Tribulations $ and I shall 
<^ glor^ in those Tribuldiions, th^t are thus allayed ! It 
^' /has been tho Experience of many, who ^re reflected 
*' on afflieted Days with Pleasure, %ni hayc aeknow* 
^' jedgcd that thcur Comforts hare shallowed, up their 
^' Sorrows; Aipd after all that Thou hast done, are 7%^ 
** Mercies restrained (y) ? /* Thy Hand waxed short (2) ? 
^^ ov canst Thou not still do the same for me ? 

" If my Heart be less tender, less sensible. Thou canst 
^' cure tluit Disorder, and canst make this Aflliction tha 
^y Means of curing it^ Thus let it be ;. and ^t lebgtli ia 
"Thine own <Jue Time, and in the Way M'btch Thou 
*^ shalt chu6e, irork out Deliverance for me; and shew 
^' me Thy maroeUous Loving^kindness^ O T^ouihat sarsest 
" by Thy Right Handjhem (hat put their Trust in Thee 
" (a) ! For twell know, that how Jezrit sqeTcrtl^b Night 
*' of AiHiction seem, if Thou sayest, Jj^t thete be 
^' Lighj^y there shalt be I^ght. But' J would urge no- 
^^ thiog, before the Timis Thy Wisdom and Goodness 
^' shall appoint. I am much ^more coocerned tha^tmy 
*' Atllictions may be sanctified than that they may be 
'^ removed. Nun^ber me^ Q Qoo, among the happjj^ 
^' Persom^ rchoni whilst Thou chasteneth^ Thou teaches f 
" out of Thy Ijuic (b) ! Shetp me, I beseech Thee, xthere-;^ 
^' fore Thou cqntendest TcitH me (c) j and purify me by 

. ' fMhf? 

W 2 Klojs XX. 19. (y) Isai. Ulfi. 15. fa) Peal. xvll. T. 
{%) John xviU. U. (z).Nuinb. xi. 25, (b) Paal, jciv. 12. 

. (C)J0})X,^, 
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258 An humble Ad^ess to GOD, Sfc. Chap. 25. 

^^ the Fire whicli Is so paiDful to me, while I am pacing 
<< through it ! Dost Thoa not ckasien Thy Children for 
*^ this tery End, thtU thetf mmf be partakers of Thy 
*^ Holiness (d)t Thou knowest, O God, it is this my 
^^ Soul is breathing after; I am partaker of Thy Bounfy, 
<* every Day artd Moment ef . my Life : I am Partaker 
^^ of Thy Gospel, and I hope in some Measure too, a 
*^ Partaker of the Grace of it operating on my Heart : 
<^ Oh may it operate more and more, Hiat I may largely 
^* partake of Thy Holiness too ; that I may come nearer 
*«and nearer in the Temper of my Mind to Thee, O 
<^ blessed God, the supreme Model of Perfection ! Let 
<* my Soul be (as it were) melted, though with the 
^ iotenscst Heat of the Furnace, if I may but thereby be 
^< made fit for being deliyered into the Mould of Thy 
^^ Gospel, and bearing Thy bright and amiable Image ! 

" O Lord, m^ SotU hngethfor Thee; it crieth out for 
<^ the Living GOD (e) ! In Thy Pr^ence, and under the 
^^ Support of Thy Lotc, I can bear any Thing; and am 
^< willing to bear it, if J may grow more lovely in Thine 
^^ Eyes, and more meet for Thy Kingdom. The Days 
<« of my Affliction will have an End; the Hour will at 
^< length come, when Thou wilt wipe as&ay all my Tears , 
<« (f). Though it tarry, I would wait for it (g). My 
M foolish Heart, in the Midst of all its Trials, is ready 
<( to grow fond of this Earth, disappointing and grievous 
<< as it is : 'And graciously, O God, dost'^hou deal with 
*' me, in breaking these Bonds that would tie me faster 
<< to it. O !tet my Soul be girding itself up, and (as it 
<^ were) stretching its Wings in Expectation of that 
^< blessed Hour, when it shall drop all its Sorrows and 
^^ Incumbrances at once, and soar away to expatiate 
^< with infinite Delight ia the Hegions of Liberty, PcAcesy 
<^ and Joy J Amen." 

(4) Hcb. xiU 10. (e) Psa). \xxxW. 8. (f ) Eev. xXi. 4» 
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CHAP. XXVI, 

The Christian assisted in examining into his 
Growth in Grace. 

TkeExaminaHgnimportimI* §. I. False Marks of Growth 
to be, avoided: §. 2. True Marks proposed ; such as^ 
(1.) Increasing Love to GOD, §• 3. (2.) Benevolence 
to Men^ §. 4. (3.) Candour of Disposition, §« <5. (4.) 

.. Me€^nfis» under Injuries,. §. 6- .(^0 Serenity a^dii 
the tfncertainties of Life, §• 7« 16.) Humility, §. & 
especifdlif as expressed in Evangelical Exercises of Mind 
. towards Christ and the Spirit, §. 9. <7.) Zeal for the 
Divine iloiiour, §. 10. (8.) Habitual and dieerfui 
JVillingness to exchange Worlds, zshenever GOD shall 
appoint it t ^%, IK . Conclusion* §« 1% The Christian 
breathing after Grouth in Grace. 

§.1. TF by TMvtne Grace yon hare been bomagaUi 
A. not of coitiiiptible Seed, but of incorruptible (a>, 
even bt/ that Word of GOD, which liveth and abideih 
for ez^er, not only in the^World and the Church, but ha 
pairticiriar Souls In which it is sown; yott wlH, a^ nep^ 
boi'n Babes desire the sincere MUkofihe Word, that you - 
tnaygroio thereby (b). And though in the most advancied 
StataorReligion on Earth we are but Infants, in Com. 
pariBoh of what we hope to be, when in ttie Heavenly 
World, we arrive unto a p^fect Man, unto the Medsurs 
of the Stature pf Fulness of Christ (c), yet as wb havis 
fiome Exercise of a sanctified Reason, w^ shaU fee soli- , ^ 
dtotis that we may be growing and thriving Infanta. 
And you, tny Redder, '^ so he you have tmtedthai the 

Lord 
(a) 1 Fet. i. 23. (h) I Pet. H. t. (c) ^h. it. 13. 
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260 Cautton agt^msf/ulse Maris <fGt69ih ph^p. ^6« 

Ijof (lift gracious (d), tfiI), Idpobtnot^ feel this Solicitude. 
I would therefore eQde9,yo.iir iq assist you in making the 
Enquiry, wh^fiar Religion be on the Advance in your 
Soul. Ant^ h^T^j I 5^^^^ ^^f^ you ag^nst $qmef(fiife 
Marks of Grozsfh; and then, ^h^H ch^eayour to lay 
iloY,i\ others on whieh you may depend as n^pre solid, — 
In this View I would observe, that you are iiot to mca- - 
sure ^owr Grotcth in Grac^y only or chiefly by, jowr Ad- 
T^inces rn Knowledge, or in Zeal, or any other passionate 
Impressiou of the Mind; no, nor by the Feryour of 
Devotion alone ; but by the habitual Determination of 
the Will for GOD, ^ntf ISy ypur prevailing Disposition 
to ohctf ///f Comm^nds^ to submit to His Disposalsy an^ 
to subserve His Schemes in the WorhJ. 

f. 2* ^^ '""st be allowed, that Knoxssledge and Jlffec* 
Hon in Religion, are indeed desirable. "VVithpiit some 
pegree of the former^. Religion cannot be rationcfl'^ and 
It is very reasonable to believe, that without soitic Jpe^;Tee 
of the latter, . that it cannot be sincere,- m Creatures 
•whose Natures are constituted like ours, itet there ma/ 
be a great dt*al of speculative ffnozcledge, and a gre^t deal 
pf 7'aptw'ous' Jffvction, where thej-e i* no true Reli^on 
at allj arid therefore much more, >^ here there is, UQ 
advanced State in -?h The Hxercise iif our rational 
Faculties, upon the Evhicnces of Divine lierelation, and 
iipoti the Declaration of it as coiitained ip Scripture, majr 
furnish a verj/ zcicked Man with ^ well-digested Body of 
orthodox Piyinity in Jiis Head^ when, not one suigte DoCr 
trine of it 1ms ever reached his Heart. An eloquent 
]|)escriptioaof the Si^fferingis^of C^iivf^T, o(^t^^ ^ol^{i|ii. 
ties of Ju^igmcpi, of the Joys of the |3lessed, afid the 
J^liserics of the Daiwj>cd, mjgh^ move the Breast. eire|i 
pt i^ ]^an who fiid |iot firPily believe them ; as wc ofte^ 
find purselyes strongly ipaved by. well-wfought Narra* 
.^ions, ^r Discour^s, >yhrch at the sani^ Ti«ie we Vno^ 
to have tl^qr .Fqun4atioi;^ ig Jfiction, N^jiurful Const!, 
iution,, or sucK accidf nial C^ufcs as are /spme of them 
tpo }qjv to be her^ meptiftncd, m^ $(^pply the Eye^ 
with a j^Iqod of Tcta^f, ^4|c}i nay. dis^harg? itself 
plentef»us]y uppn almost , any Qcca,sion thattdiaU iirst 
.^*se,. 4«d a proud Impatienpcof Con^trfidiction^ directly 

oppositei 

: , Wl i'e^t. ii. 3. , » . I 
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(3Hjip. as/ ' One tf^e Mmrk is Itove t0 GOD. 901 

opposite' as [t is to the gentle Spint of Chrklitnlt^^ 
ifiay mq^ke a Man'^ Blood Boilj vfaeq he hears l!ic 
I^otioQs he Jii»s enteriatfied, and. especial!./ those. which 
he h^ ppenly and vigorously espoused, disputed and 
ppposed- Thjis may possitily lead him, in Terms of strong 
(ndigoation, to pbur out bis Zea) and his li^ge befor# 
jUon, in a fond Conceit} that as the God of Ttutb, ^H^ 
is the P^ttenit of those farourite Doetrtaes, by irlKQ^e 
fair Appearana.es' perhaps he himself . is misled. AndV 
-.these specuiative liefinements, or these affectionate Sallies 
of the Mind) be^consistent wjth # tc»t<|l Absence of itme 
Religion, they %ta much mofe apparently coiisistei|t 
ivith a tery \<m Jtistat^ of it i would desire to leadyon^ 
my |.<>ienil, into. ^nVUmer Notions^ and juster Marks ; 
»nd ^fer you to otiier Practical Writers^ a^d ;ibove all, 
to the Book of God, to prove hovir material tbey^ are^ 
i would fberefore intreat you to bring your ovm Heart 
to ansH er> 4ts in the Presence of God^ to such KfU|uirieii 
as thesc*^ - r r • '• . 

,§. 3. Dp yQu find f^ Divine I^ove^ on the whole^ 
• ** advunciNg in your Soul?^^ — Do you fee} yonrpelf more 
^nd more sensible of the Presence of CrOD ; and 4oes 
that Sense grow more delightful to yoo^ than it fsrmertjr 
was ?. Can you, even when your natural Spirits are 
we^k il^ud low, and: you are not in any Frame for the 
Ardours au4 Ecstacics of Devotion, nevertheless find a 
picasiilg Hest, a calm Repose of ilearl, in the Thought 
that Goo is neaf y'ou, and that He see^ the secret Sea.- 
timents of your Soul, while you arc, as it were, labour- 
ing up the liiii^ and 'Casting a longing Eye towards llim, 
though you cannpft s^y you enjoy any sensible Commu- 
nicatmits from II im I Is it, agreeable to you to open yonr 
Heart to His Inspection and Regard, to present it io 
Him- laid, b^re of every Disguise, and to say with David^ 
Thou^ Lorif^ hnowest Thy Scfvant (e)! Do you findm 
growing Esteem and Approbation of that Sacred Lair 
qt Gop, which h the Transcript of His moral Perfecu 
tions ? Do you inwardly j^^^eem (til His Precept* concerning 
uH l%tngs t0 be Hght {f )»? l^o you discern, iiot only the 
.Necessity^ but the Rea^qnabl^css^ the Bestuty, the Pleft. 
sure of Obedience; sm^4 f<^'^'l ^ gfowin^ Scorn and Cent. 
[ y_ • tempt 

(•) 2 Sarai, vii.JW, {f) pBa|. cxix. 128. 
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f OS Otkifs ojfe^ Benemknee 4o Men, ' Chap. Mi 

tempt of those Tiiiqgs, wfakfa may be offered as the 
Price of your Inoocence, and woiild tenipt you tosacrl. 
ice or to hazard your Interest in the 'UTine Favour 
and Friendship? Do you find an ingenuous Desire to 
please Gob^; not only, because He is so powerfoi, and 
kas so mainy good and so many evil Things entlrel^y at 
Hfe Command? but from a Venerat^^n of His most 
andldile Natute and Character; amd do you^. find your 
Misitt habityatfly reconciled to a most humble 'Subjec- 
tion^ both to His commanding &nd to His disposing 
Will ? » Bo you pewseire, Ibat your % own Will is now 
mcnre ready and disposed, in every Circmnstance^'to bear 
iheYoke^-ai^tb submit to the Kvioe Detiermination, 
whatever He 'appoints to be borne or forborne-? Can you 
iii' P^tenee- possess 1/our Soui^ig) 2 Can you 'maintain' a 
moare^ steady Cainmess and Serenity^ when God i&striking 
at 3^6ur dearest Enjoyments in this World, and acting 
most directly contrary to your present Interests^ to your 
natural Passions and Desires? If you can, it is amo^t 
pertain and noble Sign, that Grace is growii up in you 
ioa!very*vigorous^ate« * 

I 4« 4. Escamiae also, ^< Mai Affedions yon find ki 
^< yowr Heart ioiserds those ztiko are round aboui^^^ add 
<f towards ibe rest tf Mankind in general.'*— Do yon 
find your Heart overflow with undissembled and unre^ 
attaiiied Benevolence ? Are you more sensible than you 
icmce were, of those' most endearing Bonds which unite 
all Men, and esp^ally all Christians, into one Commii^ 
mtf ; which ms^ .them Brethren and FeUovs^C^ens ? 
J)o all the^ttnfnehdly Passions die and wither in your Soul^ 
while the kind social Affections grow and strengthen? 
And th^gh S^lfLate was never the reigning Passion 
since yon became a true ^Christian ; y^^i as some Remain* 
4ers of it are still too ready to work inwardly, ind to 
^hew themsekes, especially as sudden. Occasi<lns arise, do 
yoa ^ceive that you get ground' of :them? Do you 
^hinkiof yourself only as ofie of a great Nilmber whose 
-jmrticular Interests and Concerns ard c^ifttle Importance 
when companed with those of the.Commlimtf, and 
^ught l^.a)lMeaa6> onallOi?aiBi^pfd^'^ to be sacrificed Co 
ihem? ^ 

§• 5. Reflect 
(g) tuke xxl. It. 
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Ch3p^^6. Charity and Meeknesi^ tt$ 

§. 5. Reflect especially ** on the Teriiper of your Mind 
'i towards those J whom an wisancttficd Heart might 
^^ be ready to imagine, it had some Just Excuse for 
** excepting out of the List of those it loioesy and towards 
*' whom yon are ready to feelk secret Aversion, or at 
** least an Alienation fi'om' them.*' — How does your . 
Mind stand affbc ted towards those ^ who differ from you 
in their Religious Sentiments and Practices ? I do not 
say that Christian' Charity yfiW r^uire'j^oii to think 
erery Error harmless. It argues no want of Love to a 
Friend in sbmo Cases, to fear lest his Disorder should 
prore more fatal than he seems to imaging ; nay some- 
times, the tery 'Tenderness of FriendsMp may increase 
that Apprehension. But io hate persons because we 
think they are mistaken, and to aggravate every I^iference 
in Judgmient or Practice into a fatal af^d c|&ranable'£rrory 
that destroys all Christian Communion and LoVe, is 
a Symptom generally much worse than the Evil it cpni 
demns. Do you love the Ima^e of Cnftrsf in-a Person 
who thinks himself obliged in Conscience to profess and 
worship in a Manner different from yourself? Nay far- 
ther, can yon love and honour that which is- truly ami- 
able and excellent in those, in whom much is defective; 
In thoscf, in whom there is a Mixture of Bigotry and 
NaVrowness of Spirit, which may lead them perhaps to 
slight, or even to censure you ? Can you love them^ as 
the Disciple and Servants of Christ, who through a 
mistaken Zeal may be ready to cast out your Name as 
evil (h), and ijo warn others against you as a dangerouji 
Person ? This is nbne of the least Triumphs of Charity^ 
Bor any despicable Evidence of an Advance in Religion^ 

§. 6. And on this Head, reflect farther, " How can 
*' you bear Injuries V^ — ^There is a certain Hardiness of 
Soul in this Respect, which argues a Confirmed State in 
Kety and' Virtue. Does every Thirig of this Kind hurry 
find ruffle you, so as to put you on Contriirances, hoif 
you may recompense, or at least, how you may disgrace 
lind expose him, who has done jrou the Wrong ? Or caii 
you stand the Shock calmly, and' easily divejrt your 
Mind to other Objects, duly J when you recollect these 
Things,) pitying and praying" for those, who with the 

worst 

(h) take vi. ISi. 
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fiU ForiUude of Mind i^nd flamiUf^y Chap. 28, 

'WOfHt Tempers and Views are assaulting you ? This is a 
phrist4ike Temper indeed, and He wilj owji it as such 5 
will own jrou as one of His Soldiers, as one of His Heroes ; 
especially if it rises so far, as instead of being overcome 
.©/ Evil^ io overcome Evil xs^Uh Good (i). Watch orer 
j^onr Spirit ^jA over your '|\>nguc, when Injuries art 
bffercfl; and see. whether 3'ou be ready to tned^tate iupon 
them, to a^graya^ them to yourself, to complain of 
them t9 others, ^nd to lay on all the Load of Biaroe 
that you in Justice can : Or, whether you l)e ready to 
01^^ the kifidest Construction upon theOifcnce, to excuse 
)t as far as Reason w|li allow, and (wher^ after ali^ it 
will Mfea^ a bla<:k and odious Aspect) to, forgive it^ 
Jbqart^ly to fofgire; it^^and that eycn before any ^ubmissioii 
^$ made, or Pardon asked ; and in Token of the Sincerity 
of that Forgiveness, to be contriving what can be done, 
-by some Benefit or. other . towards the injurious Person^ 
to teach Jiim^ better Temper. 

. §. 7. Examine farther, " with H^gai^ ^ (^& o/A«? 
" Evjis and Qalan^iti0$ of Life ^ and pvpn with Regard to 
^ Us Unceriuiniits^ how can you idtfr /Aem /*'■»— Do you 
find your Soul is in t^is Respect gatberipg Strength?. 
Have you fewer . foreboding FeafS and disquieting 
Alarms, than you once had, as to what may h:lppen in 
J^^ife ? Can*you trust the "iVisdym and Goodness of <Jod, 
to order your A.tfairs for you, with more Complacency 
and Cheerfulness tljai) fojrraprly ? Do you find you are 
able to unite youjp Thoughts more in surveying present 
.Circumstances, that you may poUoct immediate Duty 
from them, though yon know not what Gon wi}l next 
appoint or call you to? And when you feel the Smart 
pf Affliction, do you make a less Matter of H ? Can yon 
transfer your IJeart more easily to Heavenly and Divine^ 
Objects, withoat an anxious Solicitude, whether this of 
that Burden be removed, so it may but be sanctified to 
proDiote your Communion wj^h Gon and your Ripeness 
for. Glory? ^ 

§. ^. E.tamine also, " whether you advance tn Iluwiif 

f^ lity.^^ — This is a silent, but most excellent Grace | 

, and they, who are most eminent in it, are dearest to God, 

V and most fit for the Communications of His Prosdnce lo 

them, 
(i) Roxn. xU» 81f 
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Ohap. ^? a steady Hegdrdio Christ and the Spirk. 965 

thetn. Do you theri^feel yoUr Mlmd moro emptied of 
pToHd ami liaiigtrty Imagtiiations ; not jMrbtieso much to 
look back upon past Se^rr^ocs, whith it !u^ performed^ as 
fofWard to those whi^dh are yet' before y^ia, and inwani 
upon the rcmaiitltt^g^ l<Hfperfe(ifioi!S of your Heart ? Da 
you indre tenderly obsei'toyolir daily ^Kps and Miiicar- 
riiges, and find yourself disposed ta monm orer those 
Things before the Iiord, that once {M&ssed with yon as- 
slight Mattel^ ; ttfpugh whCn you come to surtey them, 
as fh the Presence of God, you ftiW- they were nat wholly 
inVohfntary, or free from Guilt'? Da you feel in your 
Breast a det^per'Apprdhension of the In&i'Ae Majesty of 
the blessed Gob^ and of iho Glory bi Hi5> Natural and 
Morai Perfections ; so as,»ih Consequence "♦if these ViewB,- 
to j;>erceivc yourself (as it were) annihilated in His Pre- 
sence, and shrink icito /^^# ihan^ N^thing*aAd Ftf^t/y (k) 1^ 
If tliis be your Temper, Goo wiM look upon you with 
peculiar Fdvonr', and wHi ^isit you more and more with* 
the distinguishing Blessing of Ilis Grace. -'•'■} 

§•- 0* But there is mother ^aiJlrimck and EffkiSt of- 
Christian jiumttit^^ which* it woUkl be an nnparddoabk^ 
Negligence to dnhiti I^et me therefore farther en^dire t^ 
Are you more freq}ieM\y ren&tsing tfoitr Jppltcaiion^ your 
sincere, steady, ' deter ihinat6 Appticattoft, /o the RigHte*^ 
ousneis and Blood of Ctinm;^ its "being sensible bow unJ 
worthy you are to appear before G-od^ otherwise than 
in Him ? And do the remaining Corruptions of your Heatt* 
humble you before Him, though the Disorders of your 
Life are in a great measure cured ? A re you more earnest^ 
to obtain the quickening Tfifluencds of the 'Holy Spirit {' 
and have you such a Sfense of your own Weakness, a^ ttf ' 
engage y^u to depend, in all the Daties you perform^' 
wpon the Communications of His GraceJ td Ae^;y6?/r /«*{ 
/irmitics 0) ? Can ybii, af die Close of yottr mos^t te%iouS|^ 
exemplary, knd useful 1[>ays, bluish befow G^n for t^e^ 
D(*ficiericiei of them^ wHile others pdrhaps iffay be ready 
to admire and extol yo^r Conduct? Aiwi <Thifhe' yon gi^e 
the Glory of all that has bdcU^ right to Him, -firom whom 
tie Strength and Grace has feeen derived, are. yOu doming 
to the Blood of Sprinkimgi ^^ ^^^^ Y^^ ^^^"^ ^^^ Gujlt 
which mingles itself evcti with the Best of your Services ?- 
D» you learn to 'recei^Ufth^ Bounties of l^ofidence, ^ot 
\- ' . only 

(k) Iiai. kU iT. (l)ilom- tui. «6. * 
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1td9 A Zeal io do Goody . . Cliap. 25. 

only with a TluuikMoess as cooiuig from Goo, batwitii 
a Mixtore of Shame .aad CoBfaaon too, under a Con* 
sdoBsacss that yali 4o not desenre them, and are coatl- 
nuMy foHettiag them ? And do you justify .ProTidence 
w your Afliictions and Disappointments, eren while 
many, are fionrishing around you full in the Bloom of 
Prosperity^ whose Offences have been more yisible at 
leasty and more.notorious.than youns ?. 

§. 10* Do you also advanee << in Zeal and Adhily 
" for ihe Service of GOJDy and the H(^nness of Man^ 
^^ kind ?*'' — ^Does your Lore shew itself solid and sincere^ 
by a coaUnnal Flow of good Works from it ? Can you 
tiew the SorcQWS of others with tender .Cpmpas^ion, 
^d with Projects and Contrha^pes what you may do. to 
reiieye them ? Do you feel in your Breast, that you are 
moie frequently deoUing liberal Things (m),. aad ready 
to ware your own Advantage or Pleasur|& that you may 
accomplish them ? Do you find your Imaginations teeming 
(as it were) with Conceptions and ^chem^s, for. the 
Advantelp^nt of the; Cause and Interest, of Christ in 
the .World, for the Propagation of His Gospfl, and for 
the Ha|>piness of your Fellow-Creatures ? And do you 
not only pray, but act for it; act in. such a Manper, as 
to «hew that you pray In earnest, and feel a Readiness to 
do what little you can in thi^.Qause, even though Qthers^ 
^ho might, if they pissed, very copTeniently . do a Tast 
deal more, voUl do Nothing? 

§«.ll. Andy not tp e^arge upon this copious llead, 
f^^/^l . once mofe " fwm your Affections standy with 
*' Regard to this World and another ^j^Ase, you more 
deeply and practi(:ally couTinced of the Yanity of these 
Things which are. seen^ and are Temporal (p)i Do you 
{itietrceive your Expectations from them, and your Attach- 
nients to them., to diipinlsh? You are willing to st9>y in 
t^is World as loQg.as your'Father pleases ; and it is right 
and wdU But do you find you? Bonds sojoose^ed to it^ 
that you are Willijig, heartily willing, to lieave it at the 
shortest Warning; so that if Goo should see fit to sum- 
mon yon away on a sudden, though it should be in the 
Midst of your Enjoyments, Pursuits, Expectations, and 
Hopes, you would cordially consent to that:TemoTe ; with- 
out sayiiig, «. Lprd, let me stay a little while longer, to 

" enjoy 
(m) l9ai^»xxii. 9. (a) S Cor. 17. IB. 
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Chap. i^0^ and a WiSUngness to dk. 257 

^^ enji^y this or thatagrejcalileEntertaiaineiit, tofitifehthi^, 
^' or that Scheme?" Can you think with an habitual 
CalmnQss and hearty Approbation, if ftxcb heXke Dtdm: 
Pleasure of i^aU^g no more when you lie^ down on your 
Bed^ of returning Home no more when you go out of 
your House ?:and yet, ^n the othei? Hand, ^ how 'great 
socTer the Burdens of Life are, do yon find a Willingness 
to bear tKem, ijn Submission to the Will <»f yout UesLi&iiy 
Father, though it should be to many future Years ; and 
though they shpiild be Years^ of far greater AMctton, 
thauiyou have everiyet se^n;? Can you say calmly and 
Btea^iy, if not with sueh. OTorftowini^ < of teaderAfibC'^ 
tion as. yoju coMld desire, ^^ Behold T%,&r9ii^y Thy 
'^ Child is m Thim Hund^ do with ike ayseemtih gawd M 
« 2V SigM (o) I My WiU is melted into Thine ; io be 
\' lifted up or l9JV.d0?wn,^tQ bO: x^ried.0nt,u«irAbTmight 
^' My io be here or there, in this or Mhkt Qr^iimitailcc, 
^^ just as Thou pleasest, and.a^ shall best <sidt wii^iThy 
<f gTisat extensive Plan, .which' it as impos^bid* that i at 
^' all the Angels in Hearten, should Jii6nd." • : » ' * 
§. 1% Thi^e, if I understatid Matters ar^ht^-ard some 
of the most substantial £tiden£cs of Gr^wtii^and Estai . 
blishment in Religion. Search after them : Bless (loj>fcft 
theiBiy ^0 for as you discover them in yourselfy and study 
to advance in them daily^ under the Intuences of Divine 
Grace, to whicK I hcartUy rocommend y«ii, and to wMcll 
I intreat you frequently to recofam€Hid>yoiM»^f# \ ' 

Tke CiiKiSTi Aif , bfedthing" earnestly \dfi^' Groysth, tn 
■ ' ' Grace. '/ . 7. .! . .[ . 

" i^TIIOU ever blessed Fountain of Natural and 
- \J " Spiritual Life? I thank Thee, that I live, and 
«^ know the Exercises and Pleasures of a Religious Life. 
<^ I bless Thee, that Thou hast infus^ into mo TMne 
<< own vital Bjeatb, though I was oncd deadinihssiipaises 
" and Sins (p) ; so that I am, becQme^ in a Sens© peculiaf 
^' to Thine own Childrep, a living^: Soui (q)> But it H 
<^.mine earn^t Desire, that I may not only kve^ but 
« grow; grow in Grace ^ and in the Knowledge of mif 
^' Lffrd and Saviour Jesus Christ (r), upon an Acquaint-* 
<^ ance with whom my Progress in it so evidently depends! 
« In this View I humbly intreat Thee, .that^ Thou 
• : \ « Wilt 

(o)«Bato.xv.26. (p)Bph.ii. 1. (q)Geo.ii.7. (r) 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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Ma The CkrisHan bre<aki»g earnestty^ ^e, Chstp. ^6. 

^ ^ilt form tny Mind to rtgbt Notions in Religion, that 
*^ I fiMiy not jmlge of Grace by any i^rong Conce|>tioos 
<* of it,.fit>Dineasiu-e my Advances in itffdiii those Things, 
<< which are merely the K^Ct of Nature^ atid probably 
f^ita corrupt Eflfects! ' 

-'VMay I be .sbbkiBg after all tnerease df Ditirte Ldte 
<^ to Thee; my God and Father in Christ, of ilnreserred 
^' Hesignation to Thy wise and holy Wili, tod of ex- 
*^ tensive Benevoleneo to ray PellowiCreatures ! May I 
f^ ^§r9w inP^eQcearid Fottitude of Sou]^ in Uomility 
<* and Zeal, in Spirituality and a Heaterily Ilispdsitiott of 
^K Mind, aiu} in^ a Concern, tkiUishether present or absent 
M Imay^he. atcq^ed of the Lordfy^)^ that wkeiher Hive of- 
^* di»H ioBkjht^for HisGIonf ! InaWoid, asThon knowcs t 
<< I hunger and tMrst after Righteousness^ make tnewhat- 
t^i^r^.Thou.lvioi^sfd^light to See me ! Draw on my Sotif, 
^' by the felloe Iiiflaenees of Thy gracious Spirit, etery 
*^ Trace add every Feature, which Thine Eye, O Hea. 
f < . li'enly . Father, may survey with Pleasnre, and which 
<^ Thou maye^t ackuowh$dge a3 Th^c own Image. 

>< I am sensible, O Lord, I have not as yet akained: 
** Yea, my Senilis utterly confounded to think, * hozcfar 
^' I am from being already perfect: But this one Thing 
^< (^tier the gnat Example of Thine A postle, and (hentich 
<^ greater «f his Lord) I would endeavour to do ; forget-. 
♦* tifhg the Things uhieh are behind^ I would press forvsard 
^^ to those ukkK^eare^btf ore {i), O that Thou* wouldst feed 
^* my Soul by Thy Word and Spirit ! . Having been, as £ 
** h\imbly hope and trust, regenerated by it, being born 
*' again^ not of corruptible Seedy but of incorrupdbte^ even 
^' bjf Th^ fVordzMch liveth and abide th for ever (uj ; as a 
^ new born Babe Tdesirelthe sincere Miik ofiheWor% that 
^^ Imthf grow therehi^ (x). And may my profiting appear 
*f unto all Men (y), till at length J com? unto a perfect Alan, 
^ unto the Measure of tJ^e Stature of the Fulness' of Vhrid 
<< (i)} and after having enjoyed the Pleasure Of tho^e that 
^ Nourish emiiMHitly in Thy Courts beloxs^ be fixed in tho 
*' Paradise above! X ask and hope through IHm, of zchose 
*> Fulness ite liave all received^ even Grace for Giuce (a) ; 
<^ To Him be Glofy^ bbth nom and for ever (b). Amen/* 

. («) 2 Cor. T. 9. (n) 1 Pet. i. 23. (y) 1 Tim. iv. 15. 

Ctji PhU. iU. l«. 13. (*) I Tct/ii. 2. (2) Eph. iv. l^. 

(a) J0hu I 16. « Pet, iU. 18. 

CHAP, 
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■■■■"■.CHAP, xxyii:,", ■■"■::/;;; 

1?h^ advanced Christian reminded of tlie 
* Mercie» of God^ and exhorted to the Exer- 
cises of habitual Love to Him, and Joy 
in Him. ./ , \ 

An holy'Joij iri GOD^ our FrivHege, as well as oUrDuty t 

. §. 1. The Christian invited to the Exercise ofit^ §. 2. 

{\\ ) 'By the Rephsentation of Temporal Mercies, ,§. $. 

' liy py the Consideration of Spiritual Favours, ^. 4. 
{3') By the' Views of Eternal Happiness , §. 5. -^tzc?, 
(4.) Of the Mercies of GOD to others, the Liiiing, and 
the Dead, §. 6. The Chapter closes with an Exhortation 
to this heaierily Exercise, §. 7. and with an Example of 

. the genuine Workings of this grateful Joy in GOD, 

§! 1. "f WOULD noyr suppose ray Reader to find on 
Ml. an Examination of his Spiritual State, that ^« 
iff growing in Grace. And if you desire, that this 
Gface may at once be acknowledged arid promoted, 
Ut me csdl yoixT SomV to that more qjfectionate Exercise 
6fLot>e tO^OOD and Joy in Him, which suits and strength- 
ens, and exalts the Character of the advanced Christian ; 
and which I • beseech you' 16 regard, not only as your 
PrivMege, but as your Duty too. Love is the most 
sublhhe, generous Pririciple of Jill iitue ind acceptable 
Obedience ; and with Love, when so wisely and happily 
fixed, when so ccrtaioly returned, Joy, proportionable 
Jot, must naturally be connected. It may justly griere 
a Man that entets into the Spirit of Christianity, to see 
how low a Life even the Generality of smcere Chr(stian« 
CQmmoaly live ia this !]Bt.espect. Rejoioe then 2/i the 
V ' - y 'S. ' '. Lordy 
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i76 fd^ in eODy iMT tfMkfi mi Ba^} Cbip. t7/ 

Lord,i^ Righieoui, and give Thanks ai the Rememhrmce^ 
of His Holiness (a)^ and of all those oilier Perfectioiis and 
Glories, which are ioduded in that majestic, thai won- 
derful, that deltghtfal Name, The Ix>^d thy Goi>! 
Spend not your Sacred Moments merely in Confession, 
or in Petition^ though each must have their daily Share : 
But gire a Ftert, a con^idersible Part, tb the Cdesdal and 
Angelic Work of Praise. Yea, lal>6ur to carry about 
with you continually an Heart orerfiowing with such 
Sentimeilts, warmed and inflaoi^ wi^ sucli Afieelioiis. • 

^. i. Are there icot eoatintiaily Rays enongb cBfesed 
from th^ great Father of Light ai^d Lote, to ^todle it 
in our Bosom? Come, my Christian l>^riend and Broths, 
come and surrey with me the Goodness af oiir ITeaTetily 
Father. And Oh tiiat He would gire roe such a Sense 
of it^ that I might represent it in a suitable Mannop : 
tiUterA^e tarn musings the jFire may burn in my owa 
Heart (b), aiid be communicated Co yours! And Oh 
that it might pass with the Liiies t write, froni S6ul to. 
^ottl ; awakening in the Breast of erery Christian that 
ircads them, Sentiments more worthy of the Children of 
God, and the Heirs of Glory : who are to spend an 
Eternity in those iiacred Exercises, to which I am now 
endeavouring to excite you ! . 

§. 3. Have you not reasoii to adopt the Words of 
Davidj and say, How mam^ are Th^ gracious Thoughts 
unto me^ O Lord! Haw great, is the Sumoftheml When 
I Koufd count ihenty ihe^ are more m number than the Sand 
(c). You indeed know, where to begin the Survey ; for 
the Favours of Gop begun wHH your ^eiog. Cora* 
memorate it therefore wiUi a grateful Heart,, that the 
Eyes which saw tfour Substancey being ^et smperfedj 
beheld you with a friendly Care, zchengfou were made in 
Secret^ and have watched over you ever since | and that 
the Hand which drew the Plan of your Members^ when as 
ifct there was none ofth^m (d), not only fashioned then^ 
at first, but from that Time has been concerned in keep*- 
ing all your Bones^ 90 that not one of them is broken (^e)t 
And that indeed, it is. to this yoit owe it, that j^oti Uoef, 
Look back upon the Path you have trod, from the Day 

that 

(a) Psa). xcvK. if. (t,) Ftohxkxit. $. (c)'Pb*. cx^t47,l». 
(a) Fsal. cxixix. 15, Ifi^ (c) Psal, xxxi?. 80. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.i 



Ciiap»37. The Gurkiiannrgedioihe Exercise i^ii. 374 

that Goj> brought ^m$ out of the Womb^ and say, wbctber 
you do not (as it were) see all the Road thick set with , 

. the Marks and Memorials of the Diyine Goodness. Re« 
collect the Places where you hay.e Jived, and the Persons 
with whom you have most intimately conversed ^ and 
call to Mind the Mercies you have received in thoio 
PJaees, and from those Persons, as the instruments of tha 
Divine Care and Goodness. Recollect the Difficuldes 
and Dangers, with which you have been surrounded; 
and reflect attentively on ,what God ha<li done to de** 
fend you from them, or to carry you through them* 
Think, how often there has been but a Step between ^u 
and Death f and. how suddenly God hath sometimes in* 

' tcrppsed to set you in Safety, even before you appre* 
bended your Dan^e^^ Think of those Chambers of 111* 
ness, in whidi you have been confined, and ffom whenco 
|)erhaps, you once thought you should go forth no 
oiore; but said, with Uezekiahin the cutting off of your 
D^§s^ I shaU go to the gates of the Oruve, I am deprived 
of the Residue of my Years {i). God has, itmay be, 8inc« 
that Time, added many Years to your Xiife ; and yon 
know not how many may be in reserve, or how Bciuck 
tJsefubiess aqd Happiness may attend each. Survey 
your Circumstances in Relative Ltle; how many \x6A 
Friends are surrouB^ng you daily, and studying how 
they may contribute to your Comfort. R^eet on those 
remaikable Circumstances in Providence, which occaa- 
Bioned the knitting of some Bonds of this Kind, which 
next ijo those which join your Soul to God, you number 
among the happiest. And forget not, in how many In. 
stances, wh^n these, dear Liv^ have been threatened, Lives 
perhaps more s^sibly. dear than your own^ God hath 
given them back from the Borders of the Grave, and so 
added new Endearments arising from that tender Circum- 
fitajdce, to all your after Converse with them* Nor for- 
get, in how gracious a Manner He hath supported soaie 
others in th^ last Moments, and enabled them to leave 
behind a sweet Odour of Piety, which hatK embalmed 
their Memories, revived you when ready to faint under 
the Sorrows of the ^n% Separation, and, on the whoie^ 
made even the Recollection of their Death delightful. 

. TrS . V 4. But 

(f) Isal, x<xviii.iO, 
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4- 4. But it is more than Time, that I lead on ycmf 
^'houghts to the many Spiritual Mercies which God hath' 
bestowed tipon yoti. Look back, as it were, to the Rock" 
from whence yoU were heton^ and to the Hole of the Pit 
from whence you were digged (g). Reflect seriously ort 
flie State wherein Divine Grace found you : Under how* 
fnuch Guilt, under ho^ much Pollution I In what Dan^' 
gcr, in what Ituin ! Think what was, and Oh think with' 
yet deeper Reflectiort, what would hate been the Case! 
The Eya of Goi>, which penetrates "into Eternity, saw 
what your Mind, amused with the Trifles of present 
Time and sensual Gratification, was utterly ignorant 
and regardless of: It saw you on the Borders of Eter- 
nity, and pitied you ; saw, that ^ou would in a littler 
Time hare been such a helpless, wretched Creature^ 
as the Sinner that is just now dead, and has ta his in- 
finite SuriTTJze^ and eterlasting Terror, met his unex« 
{)ected Doom, and would like him stand Thnnder.s truck 
Iti Astonishnicnt and Despair. This God saw, and He 
pitied you ; and being merciful to you, ^le prorided in 
the Counsels of His eternal Love and Grace a Redeemer 
for you, And purchased you to Himself with the Blood of 
JtUs Son : A Price, which if you will pause upon it, and 
think serieusl)^ what It was, must surely afl^ct you to 
such a Degree^ as to make you fall down before God 
in Wonder and Shame, to think that it should erer hate 
been giteri for you. To accomplish these blessed Pur- 
poses, He sent His Grace into your Heart ; ''so that though 
you were once Darkness^ you are now Ught in the Lord(h), 
He made that happy Change which you now feel in your 
Soul, and by His Holy Spirit which is given to you^ Hfe 
JsJicd abroad that Principle of Love (i), which is etk- 
kindled by this Reriew, and now flames witli greater 
Atdour than' before. Thus far He hath supported yoa 
in your Christmn Course J and having obtained Help from 
Him it is, that^ou continue ercn.to this Day (k). He hath 
not only blessed you^ but mtfde you a Blessing (I) : And 
tliough you hayenot been so useful, as that holy Generosity 
of Heart which He ha^ excited, would haTii engaged you 
.todeiire'; yet some Good you have dona id tfaje Statk>h 
• ' .' . . i .. •'. ; .'• . 'i Ml 

* (g) Isttf. Ii- 1. (h> Eph. V. 8. (i) Rom. ▼. 5- 

I (k) Acts «xvi. ^, (lyGen. xii. «. 
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Ghap. 27. on his Spiritual and Temporal Mereies, 273, 

in \^i9h He has fixed you. Some of your Brethren of 
Mankind hare been relieved, perhaps too somejhought^ 
less Creature reclaimed to Viittue and Happiness by His 
iBiessing on your Endeavours, Some*- in the Way to 
Heaven^ are praising Goo for you; and some perhaps 
already there, are longing for your Arrival, that they 
may thank you in nobler and more expressive Forms for 
Benefits^ the Importance of which ihey now sufficiently 
understand, though while here they could never conceive it. 
. \§. 5. Christian, .look round on the, numberless Bles- 
sings of one Kind, and of another, with which you are 
ait;eady ^ encompassed ^ and advance your Prospect still 
farther, to what Faith yet discovers wilkin the Veil, 
Thiak of those now unknown Transports with which 
"thou Shalt drop every Burdc^ in the Grave, and thin& 
immortal Spirit shall mount, light and joyful, .holy and 
happy, to God, its Original, its Support, and its Hope; 
to God, the Source pf Being, of Holiness, and of Pieai. 
• sure; to Jesus, through whom all these Blessings are 
•derived to thee, and who will appoint ihe^ a Throne neal* 
His own, to be for ever the Spectator and Partaker of 
His (Jlory.^ Think; of the Rapture, with which thou 
.Vhal't attend this Triumph in the Resurrection Day, and 
receive tliis poor mouldering corjraptible Body trans- 
formed into His glorious Image; and then thinlc^ 
>' These Hopes are not mine alone, but the Hopes off 
^^ Thousands and Millions. Multitudes, whom I num- 
^' ber among the Dearest of piy Friends upon the Earth, 
"are rejoicing with me in these Apprehensions and 
.^*,V .Views: And God gives me sometimes to see i^Q Smilesi 
\ ^^ on their. Cheeks, the sweet humble Hope that sparkles 
/' in their Eyes, and shines through the Tears of tende*r 
' ^.^ Gratitude; and to hear that little G|f their inward 
**' Complaceiicy and Joy, which Language can express. 
*' Yea, and Multitudes more, who were once equallV 
<' dear to me with those, though/ 1 have laid them irt the 
<^ Grave, and wepit over the Dust, axt liying^ to GODy 
^' living in the Possession of inconceivable^ Delights, and 
'^'^ drinking large Draughts of //i<? iVater of Life ^ which 
'^' flows in perpetual Streams «jr//«> K%^A///tfwrf.'' 

§. 6. .0 Christian, thou art siill intimately uriit^ 

. ^^ allied to them. Death cannot break a Fi^i^udsbtp 

:. . . thuji 
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thus cemented, uid it ought not to render tliee Insensible 
of the flappinets of those Friends, for whose MemOr j 
thou retainest so just an Honour. Thej live to 60Dy 
and His Senrants ; they serve Htmy and see His Face (m); 
and thej make Sut a small Part of that glorious As- 
sembly. Millions, equally worthy of thine Esteem and 
Affection with themselycs, inhabit those blissful Regions : 
And wilt thou not rejoice in their Joy ? and^ wilt thou 
iiot adore that everlasting Spring of Holiness and Hap. 
piness, from whence each of these Stream^ is derived 5 
Yea, I will add, while the blessed Angels are so kindly 
regardioe us, while they are ministering to ihee^ O Chris- 
tian^ and bearing thee in their Arms, as an Heir of Sal^ 
vation (n), wilt ihou not rejoice in their Fdicity too, ? 
And wilt thon. not adore that God, who gives them all 
thei superior Glory of their more exalted Nature, and 
gir^ them a Heaven, which fills them with Blessedness, 
even while they seem to withdraw from it, that they 
may attend on thee ? 

§. 7. This, and infinitely more than this, the blessed 
God is, and was, and shall ever be. The Fdicities of 
the blessed Spirits that surround His Throne, and thy 
Fdicities, O Christian, are immortal. These Heavenly 
Xuroinaries shall glow with an undecaying Flame, and 
thou shalt shine and burn among them, when ^the Sua 
and the Stars are gone out. Still shall the unchanging 
father of Lights pour forth His Beams upon them ; and 
the Lustre they reflect from Him, and their Happiness 
in Him, shall be everlastings shall be ever grotcing. Bow 
down, thou Child of God, thou Heir of Glory, bow- 
down, and let all that is within thee unite in one Act of 
grateful Love ; and {et all that is around thee, all that 
is before thee in the Prospects of an unbounded Eternity, 
concur to elevate and transport thy Soul; that thoit 
mayest, as far as possible, begin the Work and Blessed, 
ac^s of Heaven, in falling down before the God of it, in 
opening thine Heart to His gracious Influences, andia 
breathing oxkt before Hini that Incense of Praise, which 
these warm Beams of His I'resenqe and Love have so 

freat a Tendency jto produce, and to ennoble with i 
Vagrancy resembling that of His Paradise above. 

• ■ • JfJte 

(m) Rev. xxiU 3, 4. (n) Hell). !• U. 
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Chapi. 37* and c(mH4sr /A^ /<»y (^«^ o/i^f posmf- 9f^ 

Th9 grM^id Soul i^j^^iog f# Me Bkmngs of Pr^idence 
OHdGroGCj ml pouring 0\kt Us^tf^orp GQD m vigo* 
Tim (Mi 0^€cH9naie Exfirme$ ^ l«9f e m4 Pr^is^ 

A-r " Pipe hurtusthi^)\ But Ob, in wh*t jUnguage 
<< shall tiie Flame break forth ! AVhat ca9 I ^y b^t thi^ 
^^ tiiat mjr Heart admires Tl«^9 and dd^r^ Thee« 9^^iL 
^^ Wep Thee ! My little Yefisel is a^ full as it caa hold % 
^^ and I vouid potyr aut alt that JPuUaesjB bef^^s 'l^km^ 
^^ ^t ii Qaf grow ca{>aMe of receiving ip^re aad more.- 
^ Xfaou art fi^ P9pe and my tf<^; wf^ Ghro^ and (he 
^ Lifter ^f ^19^ Head (pf. M^ Heart rt^oifxth in Tky 
^^ Saloaiion (q) i %ad when I eet layj^elf tisder the Iii^ 
'^^ flueaoes of Thy good Sj^rcfc^ to ppfiyerse with Thee, 
*^ ^a 1%oaaand delightful Thoughts sfiripg uj) at oi^ce ; 
^} a Thousand Sources of Pleasiure are uosealed ; aud 
'^ flow in upon my Soul with «i|eb Refjrejshment and Joy^ 
*^ that they seem to orotid Into e^ery Mom^^t the Bap«* 
^f pinesff of Days, sHkd Wieeks, and Months. 

^^ IblessTlie^ OGon, t^ this Soul of mine^ which 
^^ Then hast creslted; which Thou kM taught to say^ 
^f and i hope tothe happiest Purpose, Wh$risisGOD n^ 
^' Maker (r)l I bless Thee for the Knowledge^ with 
^^ which Thou hast adorned it. I bless Thee for that 
>^ Grace, with wlii(Bh, I trust I may (not without hum^ 
^^ fale WondeB)i say^ Thou hast saaetified it; ^oughalas^ 
^^ the Celestial Plant i^ fixed in too barren a Soil, and 
^' does not floairish to the Degree I aoidd wish. 

^« I bless Thee also f<v tlud Uodif ^idcb Th<>H bast 
A^ giten mQy and which Thou preaervest as yet in its 
r^^ Strength ai|d Yigoiir; not only capable of relishing 
^^ the Entertidaaaiettts which Tihou prondei^t for its 
^f various fieases, tmt (which I esteem far more vaiuable 
A( than any of theiii for Its own Sal&e,) capable of acting 
f< widi epnie Vsiaialy in T^ Service. J bless Thee 

^^ for that E^se and Freedom, with whacb these, Limbs 
<*< of mioe motf^ ^emiel^s, aad obey the Dictates of 
M my Spiiijt, } hope as vguided by fliim* I bie^s Thee 

^« that 



i^}4i^%^%y,Jfi. 
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276 An Example of ihe genuine Wcrkingi, Cbap. %7* 

^' that the Keepers of the House do not jet tremble^ nor 
^' the Sii^ong Men bow themselves, * that. they that look 
^' out of the Windows are notyet dark^ned^ nor the Dough" 
^' ters of Music 7>rought low : I ble^s thee O Gro» of 
*^ my Life, that the Stiver Cords are not yet loosed^ nor 
^< the Golden Boxs>l broken p)x For it is Thinf ^and 
^^ that braces h\\ my Nerres, and Thine infinitfe Skill 
^ that prepares those Spirits, Which flow in so freely', 
^^ and when - exhaii»ted, recruit bo soon. and so >pLenti:. 
^« fully; ' ; . . v • -^ 

t ^^ I praisfe Thee for that' Royal Bounty, with which 
♦*^ Thou providestfor the daily Support of Mankind \A 
**' general, "and for mme 4n particular ;\ for the Taiionis 
^* Tables which l^hdn- spieadest before' nie^ and for^ the 
*^ overflowing Cup which Thou puttest into m^ Hands^(ty* 
*^ I bless Thee, that these BcTunties of Thy Proiidenc6 
>'^ do not serve, as it were, to upbraid a 'dbabled Appe^ 
^'' tite, and are not like Messes of Meat set before the Seath 
f^ I bless Thee too that / etff «o/ .f»y Morsel > alone, (n), 
-^^ but share it with so many agreeable Friends, who add 
*/ the Relish of a social Life, to that; of the Anin»U, at 
^^ oiir Seasons of common Repast? I thaok Thfee for 
1^' so many dear Rk.'latir^ at Home, for so many kind 
^^ Friends abroaci, vf^o.i^re capable: of; serving me lik 
<^' Tarious Instances^ amd > disposed: to daake an obliging 
*' UseofthateapacSy..^ : . -. • ^ ,' , .- ' 

- ** Nor wduld'I foi^tlto acknowledge Tfay.Fa^dur, 
*^ in rendering * me capable of serving othert^ aiid ^tin^ 
♦i^ me in any instianceC to know, hofw much more blessed 
** it is to give than to receive (x)-. I thank Thee for & 
'^ Heart which i^\k the &>rrow$ of the Netcessitdus, and 
^* a Mind which can': make it my edrjy Care ami Re«. 
*' freslnnent io • contrivCj accordiikgi io ihy little Ability, 
*« fdr their Relief : For this tdso ctAneth forth from. Thee'y 
^* OLord(f), the great kathor lof cTery bei«ei;ol6nt. In* 
^' clination, of every prudent Schenie,'of every successful 
<^ Attempt to spread Happin^s airaund usy >Qr Ju.anj 
** Instance to lessen Distress.^ • ' 1 .. 

" And'sui*ely, D d-ord, if I thus acknowledge the 
<^ PJcasures^of SyiAplit!iy with tha-Affikted, much more 

<^ must 

(6) Etch xS. 3, 4, 6. t (i) Psai; ^idM, 5. . ;(i^./fttr <xA ,17* 
(x) Acts XX, 95. ' * <y> ls9|i. xxviii. 39. 
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Chap. S7. • of a graieful Joy. in GOD^ .277 

'^i must I bless 'Thee for thoseof <S^mjpa^% wUkike Happ^f 
f^; with thQse..that are, completely blessed. I advre Thee 
}' for« the /Streams that« water Paradise, and msuniamit 
,'^ ia ever-flourishing, ever-growiog I)eHght. .J ^praiae 
>* Thee for the Rest^^ the Joy, the Transport, Thoa art 
^^ giving to maaiiy tiiftt Were onoe. dear tp die. on. Eanth^ 
f^ whose Sortaws it was my Ifabour to sootby and- whose 
^^ JoyiS, especiattytin^Thee, it vf^s the Dielight ofi.njy 
.^ ^ Hea r t to prom ote*. I praise T-hee .fQt the' Bl^sedfi) es« 
^*< of .everyj. Saint,- and of evary Ang^l,* ^that, fiurround* 
!^'i Thy Throne abbve ; aiad I praise Thee with Actien^ 
!^^ of distingmihed Pleaisiire, for that reviving vHop^ 
-'^ which Thou hast iiaplanted in mj Bodom, thst I 
.*^ shall ete: long, know by clear Sight, .and* by.evei^ 
;*^. lasting Erperienee, what that Felicity - of , theirs ifl^ 
^*^ wMdi I ndw only discover at /a IKst^noe, thr^qghithe 
*' comparatively^ obscure Giasit of, FaUh, -Even npw^ 
^* .through Thy- Gr^-oe do^I fe^l myself borne ^forward, by 
'^^ Thy Supporting Armtja thoae Region;s;Qf,BlessedBjes«i 
.^* Even now, ami timting fat Thy Salvni$pr» (z% jjrith 
^' ttmt ardent Desire onthe one Hand, which its an htime 
f' Grealriess danuot but inspire cinto the! b0ltevi|i^gt>iil^ 
M .and that calm Resignation on .the o^r, which jfthe 
f^ ImmutabiHty of Thy Promise e.<|tiablishes. ^:t J »» 

. . f ' And now, O -my (Jocd^ IVha^ shall I ^isty. unto T)be*f 
<<^ Wfeat, but thait I Ivve tVwe ,4hoy€^|il the Pow^ra e€ 
,^' language to express! . That I jove Tlte^ /Qr, .^vAiM^ 
'^^^ Thon^rt io Thy Creatures, who are in^^ theirs ^4riot» . 
*^. Foi'ms, every Moment deriving Beipg, >Knowle<?ge^ - 
'^ and Happiness from Thee, in Numbers 9.9d,^]gf^es^ 
>^ fau- <?beyoitd ^bat my narrow, ImagiJi^atipQ} (;^ j|on4 
;^': ceive. • But O 1 adore and love Thee, ^et %r m^r^ 
<< for what Thou art in Thyself ^ for.t(ojseSt$ff69^df PeK 
^* fection wJhicH Creation has not diminished, and which 
^^* can neve/ J)e exhausted by all' the EffecV of It' which 
<« Thoa irapartest to Thy Creatures; that infinite Per- 
'' fection which makes Thee Thine own Happiness, 
f ^ Thine own End ; amiable, infinitely amiable, and vc* 
-'' nerable, were all derived Ezceilence and Happiness 
♦^ forgqt. 

« O Thou 
(at) G&ek. xlix. 18. 
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«7i An Sxampte of the genmae Workings^ Sfc. Cha|). ^7* 

. /< O Thou 6rfity Thou greatest^ Tliou fairest of all 
*^ Objects ! Thou only great^ Titoa onif fajr^ poaaesi aH 
^^ iifry Soul ! And surely Tfao^ dost possess it. Wkile I 
4»..titQsifeel Thy saci^ed Spirit breatfaiog qh my Ikart, 
^< and excltifig tliese Fervors of Love to Tbee, I can. 
f^ ttoidonbt Itasy inoiv,'ihaa I caa doubt the Reality 
«< of this Aflimal Lif^, while I exert the Aetings oi i^ 
^ and feel its 8e»sa(ions. Surely if ever I kueiv the 
«< Appetite of Hunger, my Soul hungers 0er Rigkieous* 
<< ftea (a), and longs for a greater Conformity to Thy 
<< blessed Nature and holy Will. If ever my Palate 
#< f^^t Thirst, my Sotd tkir^e^ for GOD^ etenfor the 
f^ Uving GOD (1>), and panleth for the more abundant 
l< ConHttunioation of His Favour. If ever this Body, 
^ when wearied with Labours or Journies, knew what 
4< it was to vrish for the ilefi^shment of my Bed and 
$^ rejoice to rest there, fn^ Soui with sweet Acquiescence 
^< vesIS' upon Thy graeious Bosom, O my Heavenly 
^ Father, and returns te Us Repose in the Embraces of 
t^^ ks Ct^ny who hath dealt so bountifuUt^ tcHh it(c). And 
** if over I saw the Face of a beloved Friend with Com^ 
^ fflaiCtM:y atid Jofy 1 rejolee in beholding Thy Face, 
i* O Lord, and in ca^ig Thee m^ Father in Christ. 
« Such Thou art^ and such Thou wUt be, for Time and 
><: Uk Eternity. What have 1 mbre to do, but to com. 
'H mit myself to Thee for both? Leaiiog it tq Thee to 
^'t^UH ffty inkefitmtce and to order my AUkirs/or ^e (d), 
^ whtte all my ^nness is to serve Thee, and all my 
jH:^ BeKghi to praise Thee. Mv Soui follows hard after 
^ ^9, becdttse Uis Right Hand upholds me (e). Let 
•<^ it 1^^ bear me «p, and I shall press on towards Thoo^ 
H titt tsfl 'my -Desnres be aecompHshed in the etern^ 
^ Sojoymentof 'lihee! Amei).'^ 

. (a) Ma«. . V. 6. ' W Ps^l. xlil 2. (c) Psal, c:tTi. T. 

* W) I'^i^l* xlviU A. (c) Pgal. Uiii. ». 
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Chap. 38. The established CS^titm urgei, 4c; t79 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

The Established Chrijbtian urged to exeit^ 
himself for Pur j[)bses of Usefulness. 

A sincere Lave to GOD mUl es^ess itseff^ m^M^iti 
DevpHon^ kut in Benevioknce tQ Men : §i. U 2« T%is fr 
the Command of GOD ; §. J. The true, C^xisHmf^^e 
his S0ul wreughito a Uel^ C!o9/armify$p iti k^ 4^ Aid 
therefore wilt desire hs^ucHons a» Hm H^* ^ il- 
Jccerdihgfy Direclions qre si9en.for the impr^^ement^ 
ofvariQus Talents: ParUcniarfyj (I. ) Genius ^ndl^e^m* 
ingj i. 6. (i-) PoxfoeTy §. 7. (3.) DotnestioAi^nti^ 
§. 8. (4.) Esteeviy §. 9. (5.) JiicAe^, ^, la Sever^ 
good Wu^s of emplojfitig them hinted a^ §. 1]» . JPm^ 
il^ce m Expence urged^ for the Support qf Charitg^ 
§. 12, 13. Divine Directiikn in i1ti» Respeet tp ^e 
sought. §• 14. The Christian irejuihing iffter mof^ 
extensive Us^ulness, 

§. 1. ^JI^^H as I have d^cribied ih the former Cliiptc^, 
|9 I trust, arc and will he the frequent Eiercis^s 
of your Soul before God. Thus wilt your Love aqd 
Gratitude breathe itself forth in the Divine Presence, 
and will, through Jesus .the great Mediator, come up 6^- 
fore it as Incense^ and yield an acceptable Savour. But 
then you must remember, this will not be the onhf Effect 
of that Love to Gon, which I have supposed so warm In 
your Heart, tf it be sincere, it will not spend itself in 
Words alone, but will discover itself in Actions, and 
will produce, as its genuine Fruit, an unfeigned Lov« to 
your Fellow Ci'eatures, and an unwearied Desire and 
^Labour to do them good continually. 

V«- "Has 
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fiSO . . He should mpr4>v^ his Capacity ^ (^^P* ^> 

§. 2. ^^ Has the great Father of Mercies," will you 
say, ^' looked upon me with $o gracious an Eye; has^ 
^^ He not only forgiven me Ten Thousand Offences, but 
^^ enriched me with, such a Variety of Benefits I Oh what 
*^ shall I render to Him for them all I Instruct me, O ye 
*^ Oracles of Eternal Truth ! Instruct me, ye elder Bre- 
<' thren, in the Family of my Heavenly Father! In- 
<^ strnct me, above all, O Thou Spirijt of Wisdom and 
^' Love, what 1 may be able to do, to express my Love 
^^ to the Eternal Fountain of Love, and to approve my 
JfftFideJIfy lobHim, wha has already, ftone so much tcS 
^' enga^. it,-, and) Who ,wiU^|:ali^,s<^ ^uch Pleasure iu 
^^ owning and rewarding it!" " 

^. 3. T\\\SyO C\ifi%i\fi'a ^s the Sommand which we have 

^jheardfrifm the Begififdng^ und tt will eV^r coVitinne in uVu 

4m^paired Forc^tkat he who loveih GOD^ should l&ve his 

^Bfhiher idso (sl)i and should' expi*ess that Love.no/ in 

*>fbr<f and in Profession' alone^ but in Deed and in Truth 

(b); You are to love ymlr 'Neighbour ^as yourself ; to love 

^the 9»hole €reafion' of GOD^^ and, so far a!» your ladn. 

-ence can extend, mu^st endeavour to muke it happy. 

♦^ i- '4. >* Yes," you will say,, and «^ I do lote ft. I feel 

*^ the golden Chain of Divine Love endircling lis all, and 

•« binding ns dose to each other, joining us in one Body, 

\f' and ditfusing (as' it Wefe) o^he Soul through all. Muy 

'^^ Happiness, tpufe and «ublime, perpetual arid ever-grow- 

-^^ ix\g< Happhie^i, ? eigui throtigh the whole World of 

*^ God's rational and obedient Oreatures in Heaven and 

" on Earth ! and may every revolted Creature, that is 

f capable of being r^covered^and restored, be made^oba- 

. *^ dient ? Yea, may the ncccgsary Punishment of those, 

-*^ who, are irrecovej-ablej'be over-ruled h^ Infinite Wi^ 

\f* , dpji? and Love to the^ gop.d of the Whole I" . " . 

\. §. \5^ These arc right. Schtimenb; and if ihey are 

. indeed, (he Sentimen'ts of your Heart.^ O' Reader, and nQt 

. an .empiy Form of vain Words, /they will fee attended 

with a serious Concern to act in Subordination to this 

; great Scheme of Divine' Providence," acpording to your 

», Ajbiliiies in their utmost Extent. And -to this Purpose, 

thc^' will put ;y oil on * surveying ihp' peculiar Cjrcum- 

. 5l9.nvp of your. Life' and Being 3 that yon may discover 

; ll )i /a) ?^ John W. Si. ^ (b^ ) John iii. 13. 
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Chap; 2iBi andaltkhe Power 1ie\as to this End! SBt' 

what dpportacitfcs 'of Usefulness tfcey; nj)w afford^] ariJ 
how those Opp^rtuMde^ 'ahd Capacities, ipay be imv.' 
proved, Entfer therefore into such a Survey 5 uit that 
you may pride yourself in the' Distinction of Divine 
Providence of Grace towards y oil, or having reteived^ 
ttay g^ori/ as ifyou had not received (c) ; but that you 
inay deal faithfully with the great Proprietor^ whose 
Steward you are, and by whom you are' entrusted Vith 
tovery Talent, which with Respect to any Claim from 
your Fellow-€reatures, yon ma/ call your owdt. Arid 
here, having Gifts differing accor^ng to the Grcfce that is 
given to us (d), let us hold the Balance with ati ioipar- 
tial Hand, that so we may determine what it. is. that 
Gq^D requires of us; which is nothing less, than doing 
the most we can Invent, contrive, an ^effect, for the 
general Good. But. Oh how seld 6m ; is this Estimate 
faithfully made !* And how much does the World around 
tis, andhow much do oiir owii So ufe' suffer', for'Waat 
of that Fidelity! ' ^^ 

§.6. Hath God given you Genius and Ledrning? It 
was not that you might amuse or deck yourself with it, 
and kindle a Blaze which should only serve to attract 
and dazzle the Eyes of Men. It was intended, to be the 
Means of leading both yotir§(^f and them to the Father 
of Lights. And it* will be yoirr DittyJ ajccording to * the 
peculiar Turn of that .Genius and .Capacity, eitlier ib 
endeavour to improTe and adorn Human Life, o'r, by 
a more direct Application of it to Divine Subjects, to 
plead* the Cause of Religion, to dfefend its I'nlthfe^'to 
enforce and recommend its Practice, to det^r Men from 
Courses which wpuld be dishonourable to God and fatal 
to themselves, and to "try the utmost Efforts of all the 
Solemnity and Tenderfiess veith which you can close youir^ 
Addresses, to lead them ii^to the Paths of Virtue and 
Happiness. 

§. 7. Has God invested 'y6u with Power j whether it 
be in a larger ov smaller Society .^ 'Remember that this 
'Power was given youjf^- that Golj might be honoured, 
and those placfed nndtfr your Government, whether Do- 
tnekic 6t Piiblid^ niight be made happy. Be concerned 
-tlietef ore,- that whether you be entrusted with'^V^e Rod, 
' . "> or 
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f»% TkeRepuiation he has im ike Wortd^ Cliap. M. 

#r the SvDordy it may not he home in vain (e}« Are you 
a Magistrate 9 Have you aoy Share ia the great and 
iremendoas Charge of enacting Laws ? ReTerence the 
Authority of the supreme Legislator, the great Guardian 
of Society : Promote none^ consent to none, which yon 
do not in your own Conscience esteem, in present Cir« 
cumstances, an Intimation of his Witt; md in the Esta- 
blishment of which you do not firmly believe you shalt be 
his Minister for Good (f). Have you- the. Charge^ of 
executing Laws f putXife into them by a rigorous and 
strenuous Execution, according to the Nature of (be par*. 
ticular Office yon bear. Retain not an empty Name of 
Authority, rermit not yourself, as it were, to fall asleep 
On the TribunaL 6e active, be wakeful, be observant 
of whatpasseth4ironnd yon. Frotect the Upright, and 
the Innocent Break in Pieces the Power of the Op- 
pressor. Unveil every dishonest Heart Disgrace, ag 
well as defeat, the Wretch, that makes his distingiushed 
Abilities the Disguise or Protection of the Wickedness 
which he ought rather. to endeavour to expose, and to 
drive out of the World with Abhorrence. 

^. 8. Are you placed onlv at the Head of a prvpaie 
Family ? Rule it for GOD. Administer the Concerns 
of that imk Kingdom with the same Views, ai|d on the- 
same Principles, which I have been Inculcating on tbe 
Fow.erful and the Great ; It by an nn^pected Acddent 
any of thto should suffer their Cye to glance upon the 
Passage above. Your Children and Servants are yonr 
natusal SuUecto. iLet good Order be established among 
them, and keep them under a regular Discq^e. Let 
the^ be instructed in the Principles of Religion, that 
they may know how reasonable such a Discipline is ; 
.and let .them be accustomed to act accordingly. You 
cannot indeed chiuige their Hearts, but you may very 
much influence thdr Conduct ; and by that Means mi^ 
preserve them from many Snares, may do a great deal 
to make them good Members of Society, and may set 
themy as it were, in the Way of QOD^s Steps (g), if per- 
adveotore passing by He may bless them^with the Riches 
of His Grace. And fail not to do your utmost to con. 
vince.them of thdr Need oC those filfissings; labour to 

engage 

(e) Ro9» am. 4. (f ) Ibid. fe) BmI. Itxxv. IS. 
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Ph&pi 9S8i OfidEtieem among; hie EMtnbmQreaiures, 

engage theih to an high eftteem of tium, and tQ «ii Ernest 
iXesire of thcm^ as incomparahly more Taluable tfaaa anv 
Thiftg else. 

§. 9« Again, Ha« Goo been pleased to raise yon to 
Esteem anting your FeUoxo^Crealures^ which is not always 
in Proportion to a Man's Rank or Possession in Hanaa 
Life? Are your Counsels heard with Attention ? la 7011^ 
Conlpanj^ sought ? Does God gire yoa good Acceptaaco 
in the %fes of Men, soihatthqr do not. only pat t^t 
fairest Construction on y oar Words, bat overlook F«ults 
of which yon %t% eoasdons to yourself, and etmsider 
youv Actions and Performances in the most indiUg^nt 
andfiTourable Lsght^ You ought to regard this, not 
only «s a Favour of Providence, aud as an Encourage* 
nont to yott eheerfidly to pursue your Duty, in the 
several Bmnches of it, for the Time to come; but also, 
as giving you nrach greater Opportunitiea of Uaefnlneaa, 
than in your present Station yon oould otherwise have 
had» If your Character Has any Weight in the World, 
throw- it into the right Scale. Endeavour to keep Vir* 
tue and Goodness in Countenance. AiTectionately give 
your Hand to modest Worth, where it seems to be de. 
pressed or overlooked; thdugh shiMog, when viewed ia 
its proper Light, with a Lustre which you may think 
much superior to your own. I3ti an Adtobate for 
Truth; be a Counsellor of Peaces be an Example of 
Candour $ and do all yon can to reconcile the Heart* 
of Men, and especially of. good. Men, to each odier, 
however they may diHer in their Opinions about Matters 
which it is possible for good Men to dispute. And let * 
the Caution and HnmHtty of your Behaviour in Citw 
cumstafices of such superior Eminence, and amkbt so 
maay Tol^ens of general Esteem^ silently reprove the 
Rashness and Haughttness of those, who perhaps are ret 
markable for little else; or who, if their Abilities were, 
indeed *considerabfe, must be despised, and- whose Tar. 
•lents must be iaa great Measure Lost to the PobHo, 
till that Rashness and Hanghtinese of Spirit be sub- 
dued. Nor tuffer yoursfilf to be interrupted in dm 
]gcnerOBg aod worthy Course,- by the lUtie JtUicks of Emy 
and Cedumny^ which y 011 may meet "with ki it. Be «t91 
attentive to th^ general Good^ and steadily resolute in 

youfr 
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^tir fiffbrts to promote it; and leaVe it ia Prorideiia^ 
to^' guard or rescue yoHr Character from the base Assaulti 
of Malice and Falsehood; which will often, withoilt 
yoilt Labour, confate themsdyes,' anH heap ^pon thQ 
Authors greater Skame, or (if they are inaccessible ti> 
tiiat), greater Infamy ^ than your Huma&ity wilt allom 
yon to wish them. 

f §• ' 10: Once more, Has God blessed yon with JRtcAtff^ 
Has He placed you in such Circumstances, that you faaTO 
more * than you absolutdy need for the Subsistence of 
yourself and your Family? Remember your appiroachu 
ing Account. Remember what an Incumbrance these 
Things often prove to Men in the Way of their SalTa^ 
tion, and how often, according to our Lord's express 
declaration, they render it oi diffictdf to enter into the 
JCingdom of GOD^ as it is for a Camel to go thorough the 
t^fe ftf a Needle (h). Let it therefcKe foe your immsdiate, 
your earnest, and your daily Prayer^ that Riches may 
n<St be a Snare and a Shame to you, as ^hey are to. by 
far the greater Part of their Possessors. AppropHate^ 1 
beseech you, some certain Part and Proportion of your 
Estate and Rerenue, to charitable Uses ; with a ProTi- 
slonal Increase, as GOD shtdl prosper you^ in any extra- 
i)rdinary Instance. By this Means, you will always hare 
» Ftmd of Charity at Hand :' And you will, probably be 
Inore ready ta communicate, when you look upon what 
ts^soideposited, as not in any Sense your. own; but as 
already actually giTcn away to those Uses, though not 
yet affixed to particplar Objects. It is not for me to 
say, uhat that Proportion ought to be. To those who 
hare large Reyenaes, and no Children^ perhaps a Third 
or one Half may be too little: To those whose Incomes 
ar^ small, and their Charge considerable j.ityangh they 
hare sometiiing more than is absolutely necessary, it is 
possible a Tenth may be too much. But pray, that God 
would guide your Mind ; make a Txial for one Year, 
,ofi such Terms, as in your Conscience, you. think wiH 
be most pleasing to him ; and let your Obsehvations oa 
that teach you to fix your Proportion for the next; al- 
\ways remembering, that He requires Justice in the first 
JPlace,^ and Jlms-deeds only ao far: as* may consist With 
'• -:--^-- . V .. • - ■■ ';.,«. ^.-^ \- . .. that 
(h) Matt, xix, 84. 
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jthat. Yet a^t tbe same Tim^ take heed of that treache- 
rous, delusive, and, in many Instances, destructiye Ima* 
gination, " that Justice to your own Family requires that * 
*^ joa should leave your Ckildren very rich;^^ which has 
perhaps cost, some parsimonious Parents the Liyes of 
those Darlings, for whom they laid up the Portion of th§ 
JPpor; 9>9d. what fatal Consequences of Divine Displea- 
.sure may atjtend it to those that yet survive, Gop onlj 
knows ; and I heartily pray, that you or yours ipaj 
pever learn by Experience. 

§•11. And that your Heart may yet be more opened, 
and that your Charity may be directed tp thje best Pur- 
poses, let me; briefly mention a Variety of good Usesy 
irhlch may call for the Consideration of those, iifhomi 
God has in this Respect distinguished by an Ability to 
do Good. To assist die Hints I am to o^er, look rou^l 
o^ the Neighbourhood in which yoa live. Think hovt 
many honest and industrious, perhaps too I might add 
religious People, are making very hard Shifts to struggle 
throMgh Life. Think what a, Comfort that would be to 
them, which you might withoiit any Incovenience 
8J;>are from that Abundance which God hath given you» 
— "--Hearken also to any extraordinary Calls af Charity 
which may happen, especially those of. a Public Na« 
turi^j and help them forward with your Example, anA 
your Interest, which perhaps may be qi jnuch greater 
Importatice than the Sum which you contribute, con* 
rSidered in itself. Have % Tongue. .tOv pl^ad for, the 
.Necessitous, as well as a-Hand to relieve them; andendea,- 
vour to discountenance those poor shameful Excuses^ 
which Covetousoess often dictates to those, wh«s^ Arir 
may indeed set some Yarnisl^, on what they suggest, .buA 
^j&o slight a one, i^at the coarse Gronnd will appear through 
it. ■ S ee how many poor Children are wandering 
naked And ignorant about the Streets, and in the Way to 
ail Kinds of Vice and Misery; and consider what can 
be^done, towards cioa^hing some of them at least, and 
instructing them in the Principles of Religion. Would 
every, thriving I^amffyia a Town, which is able to afford 
Help on such Occasions, past a pitying Eye on (Otepopf 
Family in its Neighbourhood, and take it iinder; their 
.IHitroa>g$9 to assist in feeding, and cloathing, and teach.. 
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hig the Ghtldr«ii, ni supporting it in Afflietito^, m de. 
fendiag it from Wroiigf , and in adTiaing tliose that bare 
the Management of k, as Cirenmstances might requiie, 
how great Diifereoce would soon be produced in the 

Appearance of Things amongst us? Ofos<?rve who 

ire Sicky that if there be no pul>lic Infirmary at Hand io 
which you can introduce them, (where jonr Contribu. 
Cons will yield the largest Increase) you may do some* 
ihiag towards relieripg them at Home, and supplying 
them with Adrice and Medicines, as well* as with proper 

i)iet and Attendance. Consider Also the SpirUuai 

Necessiiies of Men; in proriding for which, .1 should 
particularly recommend to you the rery importttnt and 
noble Charity of assisting ff^ng Persons of Genius and 
'Piefffj with what is necessary to support the Expence of 
their Education for their Ministry^ in a proper Course of 
Grammaticd or Academictd Studies. And grudge *ot 
^ome Proportion of wh«t 66i> hath (^Ten you, to those 
who, resigning all Temporal Vlew«to minister to you the 
Gospel of Christy have surdy an equitable Claim to be 
Supported by you, in a Capacity of rendering you those 
SerTlces^ however laborious, iio which for your Stiki89^ 
and thAt of our commote Lord) th^ hW ikvoted their 
JLhes. And while you are so abundantly satisfied vcith 
'the Goodness of GO IPs House ^ even of His ovsn T40npie 
(i), have Compassion m those who dwell in a desart^Land^ 
and' rejoice to do something towards sending among the 
•distant Nations of • the Heathisn Worlds that gloriouis 
Crospel which hath so long continued unknown to Mai. 
"titudes, though ths Knowledge of itj with becomings Re. 
gardj be Life «rer/ayft«g'.-— ^Thcse are a few important 
Charities, which I would point out to those, whom Bro. 
Tidence -haa enriched with' its peculiar BountieisrAiid' it 
renders Gold more precidui^v ^^^ '^ e6\x\i\ appfeap in any 
otherLight, that it is capaWe of being employed for such 
Vtirposes. Butif J'or should not hare Gold to spai^ for 
thumyContMuteyourSiher: Or ns a Farthings or -a Mite^ 
is nofaverfodiiidbyGODy when it h^ifenfromatr^tif 
■generottsind charitable Ihari(k)^ let that it eheetJ^ly 
Mropped into' the 7Vea3»7;ff^ where richer Offerings canofot 
abelflbi^ed. • 

-•••'-• '•• .^•- ' •■ §..!«*•• And 

Ci) P«l. Ut. 4- ' (k) Mark ail. 42, 43. 
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Cbap. is. tcMt dCom/gha be nAor^^ us^tU, t87 



§. 1^. And^ilataxxmKf mwAy pressing Dmtandsfo^ 
. (^aritif^ ytfvL may be dctcBt ftfmfehaed to ansHvw them, 
sferidusly te&ed on pour Manner of Living. I say not^ 
th^t Gojj requires yw sl^oifld become ^ne ef ike fhdny 
Poor^ telleied out of yout Incemo. The Support <u 
Society^' kg at pfeseut established^ will not only permit, but 
r^^uire, that some Persons s^hould viXtovr threifteseWcs ia 
«h6 E|i^aftci6s and Delights of Life ; by furnishing which, 
^ukitiides of poor Families are much more creditably 
and 6om1^i^ta*biy subsisted with grater Advantage to 
themselves^aend safety to th^ Public^ than they could be^ 
if the Price of their Labio^urs, or of the Commodities ia 
Vhlch thiey deal", were to be git^n fhem as an Alms: 
Nor can I imaghiie it grateful to Gon^ that His Gifts 
fihould be' refused, ais if they wefe meant for Snares aiid 
Curses, rather than Ben^fifa; Thiis were to frustrvte tik^ 
beWevoleht Ptiirposes 6f the gpaxnons Father of MisAiklnd^ 
ttnd if cari^ied tid'its Rig6Ur would be a Sort'of Gtifsspiraq^ 
nga^si ^e wkak SifsterA af Nature. Let the Bounties of 
Fi^otiderite be u^ed;- but let us carefully see to it, tliat 
it be iii a moderate aiid prudent Manner, lest by your 
own Folly, that whkh should have been for our Welfare^ 
ifiscdme w TVa^'(l). Let Consdeiice say, my dear Reader^ 
%iith Regaird io ydUrs^f , what PrdpoHion of the good 
Things you pOiJsesS, ydttr HeOoeni^ Father iniehdsforji/our'- 
^y ^ni'^lM far your Brethren f and llVe not as if you 
hkdno B>^^Ar«n,'a^i]fpleasiT)g yourself, in all the Mag«. 
nificettee and Luxury you' can devise, were the JEnd for 
whieh' you were sent into the World. I feai* this is the 
Excessof the present Age^ and riot an Excess of Rigour 
8fhd'. Moi'tiAcatioii. Examibe tberefore ^oiir Expenc^s^ 
*nd' compare them with yoHiir Intome. That may bto 
shameftdly extravj^atit' iti you, which liiay hot only be 
|>aird6nable,' but commendable in linottier of superioi' 
Estate,' Nor can you' be Sure that you do not exceed, 
me^ly because you da not plunge yolirself in Debt, nor 
^ render yourself ittcapable of lajring Up any Thing fqr 
yoiir Family. If you be disabled from doing any Thing 
foi* the Poor', or any Thie'g proportionable to y'onr R^ok 
in Life, by that gf^iteel and elegaat' Way of LiVitigwhicli 
yott affect) God must disapprove of such 41 Conduct ; 
Ua and 

^ (I) Aat. Ixix. 99. 
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tS8 Th$ CkfiiiiM breathing tfUf ChsL^ f8# 

xnd yon dugbtj sayqa will aiiswer it to Hfm^ to retreocfa 
it. And tfaou^ the IStrmt lodnlgmce wMl undoubtec^ 
be ezerdsed to those in whon theie is a sincerA Principle 
of Faith in Christy andl nndisseinbled Xove tQ GOD and 
Mofii tliongh it act not to tbat Hagiit of Besefieenco 
and Usefnlness whifilr m^gbt hare tiveo attmned ; yet be 
assured of thisy tbat Jfe w^ rendereih to every onemxori^ 
mg to his fVorks, will iMTe astxlet R^ard to the Degree 
cf Goodneis in the Bktributioft of fmA Mewards: Sio 
'ihatereinr neglected Opportunity draws. after it an irre"» 
parable Loes^ which wiO go into Eternity akMig with yon. 
Jind let me add too, tWtt every Instance of Negligcince 
indulged, renders "^e Mind still: more anid more .hidolei^ 
and weskk, and consequently more indisposed to recorar 
the Ground which has b^n lost^ or even to maintain 
HAt which has been hitherto kept* 
. §. IS. Complain not, that this is imposmg hard TMBgi 
npon you. I am only directing your Pkasures into a 
nobler Chtmnel; and indeed that Frugality which is the 
Source of such a Gafierosity, far from being at.all.ioju* 
rious to your Repntation, will rather amongst wise and 
jood Men greatly prmnote it* ^t you hare far nobler 
Motire^ before you, than those which arise from their 
Re^rds. I speidi^ tO:yon as to a CkUd »/ GOD^ a^d a 
Member of Christ; as joined therefore by the most iiw 
iimate Union tp tM the Poorest oi those that believe m 
Him. I speak to you, a& to «ft Heir qf Eternal Giory^ 
.who ought therefore to hare Sentiments greats and sub* 
iime, in some Proportion to that expected Inheritance. 

^. 14« Cast about therpfore in your Thoogiits, what 
Good is to be done, «ad what you can do, either in your 
own Person, or by your Interest wUh others ; and go 
about it with Resolution, as in the Name and Presence 
jt>t ^e Lord. ; And as the Lord giveth IVis^om^ ao4o«| ef 
His Mouth, Cometh Knowledge mnd Understanding (m)^ go 
to the Footstool of His Throne^ and there seek that' 
Guidance and that Grace which may suit your present 
Circumstances, and niay bp effectual io produce the Fruits 
of Holin^s and Usefulness,^ to His more abundant. Glory ^ 
,and to the.SQAoair of your Christian Profession* 
. ...:'./ .... : .. • ... /.. The 

, <n»J Pr»?# If. «fc 
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The EsfiMuhed Cnmwtikv hreaiMng after mare exUtu 
■ sih^ Useftdness,. 

^ f\ BOUNTIFUL Father aiia^Sovtfdga Author of 
\lJ << all Good, whether Natural or Spiritual! I 
<^ bless Thee for the various Talents with which Thoa' 
<^ hast enHched so undeserving a Creature^ as I must ac- 
** knowlecjlgB myself to he. My Soul is in the deeped 
f^ Confusion before TheO) when I eonsider to how little . 
¥ Purpo^te I have hitherto improved them. Alas ! what 
^' have 1 done, ill ProporttOa to what Thou mightest rea. 
^^ sonabljr have expected, with the Gifts of Nature which 
^^ Thott hast beitowied upon me> with my Capacities o£ 
<< Life, with my Time, with my Possessions, with my 
<* Influence over others ! Alas 1 through ray own Negli^ 
^J gence and Folly, I look back on a barren Wilderness, 
^' where I might have seen a fruitful Field, and a spring* 
*^ ing Harvest ! Justly do I indeed deserve to be stripped 
^^ of all, to be brought to an immediate Account for ally 
<f. t(> be condemned as in many Respects unfaithful to 
'^ The6, and to the Worid, and to my own Soul ; and, 
^f in Consequence of that Condemnation, to bef ca^^ into 
^^ the Prison 0/ Eternal Darkness! But Thou, Lord, hast 
" /rtfrf^ forgiven the Dr^ful Debt of Tea Thousand 
** Talents. Adored be T^ Name for it ? Accept, O Lord, 
<^ accept that renewed Surrender, which I would now 
^^ make of myself, and of all I have, unto Thy Service I 
<^ I ackn^wilsdge that it b of Thine own that 1 give T%ee 
^^ (n). Make me, I beseaeh Thee, a faithful Stewanf . 
<^ for my great "^Lord; and mqr I tiiink of no separate 
^< Interest of my own, iiii Opposition to Thine! 

'^ I adore Thee, O Thou Gop of all Grace, if while 
'^ I am thus speaking to Thee, I feel the fjove of Th^ 
^' Creatures SLrlsing in my Soul ; if I feel my Heart open^ 
(< ing to embrace mu Brethren of Mankinil Oh make 
^< me Thy faithful Aunoner, in distributing to them al| 
^^ that Thou hast lodged in mine Hand for their Heliefl 
^^ And in determining what is mv onn Share^ may I hold 
\^ the Ual^nce ^fth an jsqual Han^^ and jucfge impart 

^« tially 
' (p) J Cbnm, xxix. 14, 
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ttO TTteCktMidn^breaihmt, iff CUtp.m« 

^ My between myself and them ! the Proportion Thou 
^< allowest, may I thankfully itake to myself, and those 
<^ who areimmedialeLy 'mine!. The Rest may I dbtsibate 
^ with Wisdom, and Fidelity, and Cheerfulness ! Guide 
•^ mine Hand, O erer merciful Fq-ther, while Thou dost 
^^ me the Honour to foake me Thine Instrnm^t ifi deal*' 
f< iog got a few pf Thy BfHinties ;, that I may KeslQW 
•' them where they arc most needed, and where they 
<-^ 1^11 answer the best End 1 And if it be Thy gcadons 
^^ Wi\l^doThovLfUuiiqfljftheSeedsotpn(a); prmpesme 
<f in my wotldly A^rs, that I may hare more teimp&rjf 
^f i0 theff^ that need iti and thos lead me to tiie Jlc^on 
^^ of eTerlasting Plenty, and ereirlasting Benevoiettce ! 
^< Theire may I meet with mantf, to whom I hare been av 
^* affectiamie Benf^tfctar on Earth; and If it be Thy 
*f blessed Will, with nwmy, whom I have also beenthe 
<^ Means of condncting iinto the Path to thai blissful 
f« Jltode / There may th^ entertain' me in .their Habitat 
^^ tfons of Glory ! And |n Time and Eternity, do Thou, 
*< Xiptd, aisceptthe Praise of all, through J esm' Christ ; 
f ' at whose Feet I woulji how, and at whose Feet after 
' ^< the most asefnl Course^ I would at last ^ie, with as 
4^ much Humility, as if I were tMn exerting the '£rst 
^^ Act of Faith upon Him, and never bad any Oppor? 
f ^ tunitj^, by one Tribute of Obedi^ce and GratUud^ 
f < in the-Seryicea of Life, to approve its Sinperity 5" . 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

f « ■ • . "^ 

* * * , ■' ' 

The €i<RlstiAt« rejoicing ih the Views 6# 
; peath and Judgment , 

• •1".*^ • .' -^ 

peath andJudgmenidr^ n^ar ; dui the Christidn has iked^ 
son to xaelcome both \ §.1. Yet Nature recoUs from the 
Sotemniiy of them* §.2. An Attempt to tecondte the 
Mindj [I.] To the Prospect of Death; §. 3. From the, 

' Consideraitony Ct.yOfthe mdnjif Evils ihfft surround ui^ 
in this mortal Life^ §. 4, (2. ) Ofihe Remainder ofSinr 

J ttfiieh we feel within us^ §. 5. >And (3.) Of the Hap^ 

' pindss which isjmmediately t# succeed 0eadi; §. 6, 7#, 
Ml which might make the Christian willing to die in the 
most agreeable Circumstances of human Life. §• 8. [ILJ 

[ The Christidn has Reason to r^oice iH the Prospect of 
Judgment^ |. tf/ Sfince^ however amful it be ^ Christ wilf 
then camey to vindicdt^ His Hg'Houry to display/ ftis^ 
. Glfir^y and to triumph over flis Enemies; §* 10, asqls^ 

• to complete the jffappinest cf every Believer. ^.11^ an4 ^ 
of the whole Church. %. li, 13. ne Meditation of a 

'' Christian whose ttedri is ivdrm is>i(h these Trospects, 

%. U '\jrrWN iU FiMoM <of the hoti Mete^^ti^ 

▼ T upon Johny tlie b^o?ed Diiqijpl^^ In tt^. 

Isbni of Fatmoifj if ii dbfler? dbie^ t&^t He ^ho gafe Ittm 

that Reveiationy even ijmmy the Faithful krid true fVi'i^ 

fies9f eoiBoliides mA thtm iivelf aiidf iia^rwtmit WtoMs t 

ife who tesiifieththese Things snitk, sttrei^ I come qt^k^i 

, And JflA» ansifiveretli vi^ the gwotest RelMSmess andr 

Fl^nttve, Amen^i^ nen so oome^ Lord^etus (a) ! Carney %% 

thDU hast 8aid^ sureltf and yutcil/^ /— — Aod i:eiiictilbev 

• O Christian^ 



(AfMkr.siiulSO. 
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9M Death mU end Ihe Sorirms of Ufe^ C%tp. ^: 

O CknUioMy whoerer you are that are now reading 
these Words, joht Divine Lord nid&ks {n the 9ame Lan* 
gnage to yon : BeluM I taide qmMjf. Tts^ 'jerj quickly 
will He come by Deaih^ to turn the Eey, to -o^^ the 
Door of the Grave for thine Admittance thither, and to 
lead thee through it into the now nn)Lnown Regions of th^ 
Invisible World. TXoi is it long bcSfore the fudge wH^ 
standeth at the Door (b), will appear also to the iinhertal 
Judgment: And though periiaps^ not only Scores, but 
Hundi^eds of YtiSars urill lie between that Period 'and f^k 
present Moment,' ypt it is 'but a Ter^ small Point* of 
Time to Him, "who at once tiews all the nnmeasurable 
Ages of a past and future Eternity. A Thousand yeor^ 
areititl^ ilitn hut as one Dayy arid one JPdy as a T[%oUsafiSf 
Years (c). In boUi' th^ Senses then does He come auick'lv ': 
And I trust, you can answer with a gla^ Ameuj that'ihe 
tVarning is not |efrible, or unpleasant tb your. Ears; bat 
father that Ilis^comtngi His certain^ Hjs speedy Comn^y 
is the Object 6f your deligl^tful Hope, add of yocir longing 
Expectation. ' .^ ' .......:;. 

' ^. 2. i am sure it is reasonable it should he so : Apd 
yet perhaps Nature, fond W Lifej and unwiiling^^to pArfc 
with a long known Abode, to enter on a State to. whfci 
it is entirely a Stranger,' may recoil* from the Thouglkts 
^f Dying*; or struck with the awful Poinp of an expiring 
and dissolving World, may look on the JudgmeAt-Day 
^ith Some Miitai^c of Terror. * And itheirefoi'e tnsf dear 
Srother in the Lordy (for as such I can ho^ es6em yoii), 
I wouU reason with you i iiit]c on this Head, ani^ would 
entreat you to' look ihoreT attentively on' this 'sdldiiiii 
Object, wliich will, I trust, grow less disagreeable to yon^ 
a? it is more familiaily -viewed. Nay, I hope, that instea4 
ef starting back ftom it; yon wiH rather spring' forward 
towards it with JoJ^ and .Delight. » . 

§. 3. Thii^9 'O Christian, when Christ comes to call 
you away by l^eallh He c^nie*— ^to set ydu 4t Liberty 
from yjtiwx present Sorrows,*-; — ^td dditer you from your 
Struggles with remaining Corruption,- — rttnd to receive 
tou. to dwell with Himself in complete Holiness and Jo^p^. 
You shall be ubsent from the Body and ie present tsUk 
tlfelordiH), -- ^', : :■. - J 

\* 4- fl[e 
(b) Jam. v. 9. («) 2 Pet. iU.8. (d) 2 Cor. v. 8, 
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' §. 4. He will Indeed call ^ou qft^from tUk WorUL 
But Oh, what is ithTs World^ that yon shonid t>e fonct of 
it, and cling to it with so mndi Bagernes's ? How low 
are alt those Enjojrniehts that are peculiar to it; anil 
how many its Velatlonsj its "Snaifes and its Soi^rows ? 
Review your Pilgrimage thus f^t ; ' and Aongh yon mufl'| 
acknowledge, that Goodness imd Merof liaoe foUawed you 
all the Days of your Life(e), yet hasnot that very illifircy 
^fei[f planted some Thflfrns fn yoiir Paths, and giren you 
i^nie wise and necessary, yet painful Intimations, tha£ 
this is not your Rest (f )! Review the Moments of your 
Vithiered Joys; of your blasted Hopes; if there be yeE 
any Monuments of fhem t4miiintii|p' inprei than a mourh^ 
JTul Rem^mbfan(;e they have left behind in your affllcUxt 
Hesirt. Look upon the Graves, that have i^wi^lowed ftp 
many of your dearest and most amkble Friends, per* 
baps in the ye^ry'Brbom of Life, and in the greatest Ifi. 
fimacy of youY Converse with theni; and reflect, tiiat ' 
If ydu hold it out a f^j^ Year^ more, Death will renew 
its Conquests at your Expebse, and d^voiir the mo6t 
precious of those tha^ yet survive. View die Liviog, 
as well as the Dead t Behold the 'State of Human Na- 
ture. Under the mkny' grievous Markr of its* ApostsTcy 
from God; tod say, ivhether a wise and good Man 
Would' wiiih to* continue always her^*. Mcfthinks: were 
/ myself secure fromi being reached' by any 'of tlie Arrows 
tbat fly around me, I ^oUld riot but mourn, to keelthi^ 
Wounds that are giveii by the«nj and to beal^ the Groal^ 
of those that are continually falliiig und^ i^eiiv ' Tw 
Diseases and Calamities, of Manlcind are ^6 thany, an^ 
(which it most greivous- of all)';rAe 'Bisiit^pefs of tkHf^^ 
jlfcffri!^ are «o various, and so threatening, ^at i^he^orlA 
appe^rsl almost like on Hospiitds And a Man, M^Kof^f 
Heart is tcfndbr, is ready to feel his^ Splints brpken,^"^' 
be walks through it; and survcy^i^'the s^d Scene; 1espei^ 
cially when he sees, how little he can do for the Recb* 
Yery of those whom he pities. Are you a Chrtstiaky and 
does it not pierce your Heart, to se^ how human Natafi| 
h sunk^ in Vice, and in Shtoe F to se6', with whiit mia^ 
hig Insolence some are making themselves dpenly vilei 
^d hpw the Name of Christ is disboqou^e4 by too 

(c) Psal. xxiil «. j;f ) MI9. II. let*. 
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9M WSlS^xeSromSbh^nAbTini^hmfq Christ, Cluip.29. 

IM9J ^a^ call UiemselTes Hia People? to toe the unter* 
fid Deeds vxAJUhg PraoUcetoi tkem that Uec ungodfy^ 
4^d to.bdiold^ at the sameTime, tlie Infirmities at least, 
ami Irregalarities of those, concerning whom we haTo 
better Hopes ? And do joa not wish to escape from snch 
% World, where ^.righteous and' compassionate Soul mast 
be vexed Jrom Da^Jo Dt^bj so many Spectacles of Sia 
«nd Misery (g) ? 

|« 5, Yea, to come, nearer Mom^^ do you not feel 
lomirthiog withia yon, which you long to quit, and 
whidt would embitt^ eren Paradise itself? Somethinjg 
whicji, were it . to omtinue, woi^ld grieve and distresa 
you even in the Society of th^ Blessed ? Do you not feal 
* a fi^mainder 4)f ImlweUing Sin ; the sad Consequence of 
the o|;igini^^ReTplt of our Nature from God ? Are yoa 
not struggling CTcry Day with some Residue of Corrup* 
tiQU, or at least«mourpiog on Account of the Weaknesi 
of your Graces 2 Ooyou not often find your Spirits dull 
amd lang uid, when you would desire to raise them in the 
greatest Fervour jn the Service of Gon? Do you not iind 
y4>ur ^earts too often insensible of the richest .Instancea 
of His 1jave>f and your Hands feeble in His Serf ice, csven 
wbiNi 4/0 niUis pf'^tettijBiik^jm (h) ? Does not your Lifjft 
in its best Days and Houis, appear a low unprofitable 
XU^^ when compared .with what yon are sensible it 
9i9^ht to be^ and with what you wish, that it were 2 Are 
you. not frequently, as ut were, sit(etching the Pinions of 
ik€ Mindy and saying. Oh that I had Wing$ tike a Dove, 
that i ^ightjjffizfagf and he ai Rest (i) I 
' ^ 6. Should you i|ot Aen rejoice in the Thought^ 
tfiat Jesvs comas 4y> 4n^lTer you ,f com these Complaints ? 
That Jle corocs to answer your Wishes, and to fulfil the 
Urgent P^e9^ 4f your Hearts, those l>Bsire8 that Ho 
lUm^hjis iospir«4? That H^ comes to open upon you 
^.Worldof Purity %ndJoy^ of active, exalted, and un* 
W«vicd.SerYiecs:? , ^ 

T ^ .7. O' Christian, how often hare you cast a longing 
Eye towards- those happy Shores, and wished to pass.th^ 
gea, the. b/t>i9tet^<>us, unpleasant, daagerous Sea,. -iJiat 
((•pnr^tes yoii from theok ? »Wben your Locd has conde* 
f J ^ . . : :; scendei 

V f^ « Pti, iL 8, (h) Rem. vU, 18, (i) Psa). h. Q. 
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^ceyute^v tOi iB^ko.yoit a sl^^rCYmt in His OhOntfttces on 
{i^rth^.liQVJ^ftlie.yjQtt lileflEsed :the Time And the Pl^ee^ 
and praia0!|fic|9d ity vftt9ft<t&t mviKf : otter Disadvaataoeft eC - 
gitRfttloiiy to i}Qib0.veli^ Gti,t^bf Jkacen (L) ? Atid i^lt . 
so dieiigbtfql to bf^JkoUltliis Ga^a,. »iid will it not be mnci 
piQre so to enter into4t ? Is ?it so deHgKifi|l to receive 
a^ VMts oC. Ji^tJs fot.^A HaVir, and wUi.it not be^inlU 
ni^Iy more so Jo dweil mtk Him for ever J? ^^ Loan^*^"^ 
m^y you well say, :>S V'hen .1 dw^l with Thee, I shwi 
^' fiwell in HoUaess, for.Thatt Thylelf art Hc^iness f J 
f' shall dwell in JLcive, foT ;Thou/fhysdf art Lc^to ;*:! 
^^ shsdl dwell iA Joy, for Thoa artthe Foontain of Jioy| 
*^ as. Thou c^rt in the Father^ itnd^ie Fttik^r inTJiee(^y.r 
J}id wel<!;ome to His. Approach therefore, to take yo« nt 
}Hin> A^jcd) ^dio fiilfiJiito fou that Sa^ingMpfHisy von 
which your Soulthas so often rested with Heatbnly Peace 
^nd pleasure ;^ Taikety twiU ^at i^^ whom Thou k44 
givenmeiie with me where 1 amj that ih^ ma^ li^hoU iffjf 
Gtor^^hiCkThpta hast given me (m). « • ^ « 

' §. 8. Sarely you may say in.thb View, ^^'Thp samm 
f^ Christ comesy the bettra.'? What though ihelUndue 
of^our Days be cut off in^ke midst 9 What thdngh yon 
leave mauy>.espectod Pleawires in Lifo untastedf fM 
many Sctiemos unaccomplished I Is it not enough, tiist 
what is ta4€Q from a ^mortal Life, shall %6 a4d#dt^t 
giprioui Sdtrniiy; and that you shall spend thos^^ {Hyl 
and War^ in the ^Presence and Service of Ca^wt in 
HeaveH, whidi you- might otherwise have sp^t witk 
Him,, and for Himf in the imperfect Enjoyments an4~ 
liabours on Earth ? 

§• ^. But your ' ProR&i^bcts reach, tk^i' tstXy beyoiil 
i)eath, but. beyond the separate State. For with Regarft 
to His final Appeacasite to Judgment^ oxit Lord says^ 
Sureiy, I come-^iMy^ in the Sense iUustrated before | 
Aud $oit wilt ^)>pear to us if we vsompare this Interval 
of Time with the blissful- Eternity which is to succeed it | 
«nd»$C9bab}y,'if we compare it with those Ages whici 
have already pas^d, since, the Sua began to measure 
fiut to Earth its D^ys and its Years. And will you not 
Jiere also sing your Part in the Joyful Anthem, Amen j 
JEven so como fiord J estts ! ' 

(K) Gen. xxvUl. 17. (1) John xvji. %i, (m) Jolm xvii. 24, 
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tP0 TM BagieiU beOrhei Triuinph^^ Chftp. M, 

• .§. 10. It b tme^ Cbmtiaa, it it an oerfirf Day; a 
Pay in wlftcii Nature filiall Wtlirowii Itito n Coitfusioa 
89 yet unkaown. No Eartiiquftke, noEraption of buirn* 
hg MobntaiaS) no Desolatioii of CUies by derourin|^ 
Flames, or of Countries by overfioiHiig Rivers or Seas^ 
£9>n giTe aay just Emblem of that dreadful Day ; when 
the Jkflve»t being on Fire shaU he- dissolved, as well as the 
Earth, and ail thai is therein shaUbe burnt up (n) ; whea 
IM Ndture shall jfoe iODiUf in Amazement before the Face 
itfihe universal Judge (o}, and there shall be a great Cry^ 
far beyobd what was kaowii in the Land of Egypt ^ when' 
there \ettM not a House in zshith there was net one dead (p). 
your Flesh may be ready to tremble at tiie View ; yet 

S^ur Spirit most SKLttAj rejoiu, in GOD your Sasiour (g). 
ou may jusUy lay, ^^ .Let 4ikm^ illusirious Day cooiei 
^ efi^n with all its Horrors !" Yea^ like the Christiana 
4ies«ribed by the Apostle, you may he looking for^ and 
fastening to that Day (r) of terrible Brightness and umterr 
sal Doom. For your Lord will then eome, to xfindicaie the 
justice qf those Proceedings which have beca in many 
^i^tances so much obscured, and because they have been 
fOi^scUTed hare been also blasphen^; He will come to 
Ijfyplay'jlis Magmfieenee, descending from Heaven with a 
$hout,mth the Foice cf the Archangd and the Trump of 
ff&DXs)% taking His Seat upon a Throne infinitely ex- 
ceeding that of earthly, or. even of Celestial Princes^ 
i^lothej Mith His Fatherfs Glory, and His own (t)'; sur« 
jrouaded with a numberless Host oi shining Attendants^ 
irhen coming to be glorified in His Saints, and admired in 
all them that believe (u). His Enemies shall also be pro* 
fluked to i^race His Triumph ; The Serpeat fihall bie seei^ 
^ere rolling ia the Dust, and trodden under Foot by Him 
juidby all His Servants : Those, iiirho once condemned Him^ 
shall tremble at His Pre^noe : and thosa who bowed th^ 
ICnee before IDm in profane Mockesy, s^iall |tt wild Des* 
pair call to the Mountains tofaU upon them, and to the Rocks 
to f^ide (hem from the Face of that Lamb of GOD (x), whom 
^hey «2i^ce led away to the taiost inhuman Slaughter. 

V M- 9 

(n) 2 Pet. iii. 10— l«.(q) Luke i. 4T. . (t) Luke ix. 96. 
(0) ReT»nt. II. (r) « Pet. iii. 1?. (u) 2 Thew. i. 10. 
(ri Exod. xii. 30. (8) I Thesf. ir. 16. (x) Hcv, ti. 16. 
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§5 II. OChrbtiaa dow not your loyai Jteattt bdnxd 
at the Thooght ? aud are you not ready^ cTen while yb* 
wad these linea^ to begin the Tktorious Shoiit \vl whitk 
you are then to join? He justly expects, that joxkt 
Thou^ts should be greasy derated and impfcwed with 
the Views of His Ttiumph; but at the sameTime He per. 
iDijts WBL to remember .yoMir ownpersoiuul Share In the Jqjf 
md Gtoru of ihkt blessed Day: Aad even now He has 
the View befoi^ Him, of what His Powet and Lore shall 
then accomplish for your Salvation. And what shdl it 
not acscomplish ? He shall come to break the Bars of 
the Grave, and to re-animate your sleeping Clay. Your 
Bodies musbiinABed be laid in Dust, -and be lol^ed^ there 
as a Testimony of GoD*s Displeasure against S|n; aghast 
Ihe first Sin that ever was coigaroitted, from the sad Con* 
sequences of which the dearest of His Children cannot h% 
^xwpted. But yeni shall, then hare an Ear to hent the 
Voice of the Son ofGOD, andan Eye tobeho^ldlbeLttsfS* 
of His Appearance ; and shall shine forth like the Sun (y), 
arising iit the clear Heaven, vAich is as a Bridegroom cominjg 
put df hisXJhamberXxyi Youy. Soul shall be new dressed, 
to grace this high Solemnity; and l^e clothed, not witb 
the Rags of Mortality, but withi*e Robes of Glory; fo» 
He shali change this wfe JJwfy, to fofihipn it like Hi$ 
©WW glorious Body (a). And when you are thu# «>yall| 
arrayed, He shall confer public Honours; on you? and pi 
all His People before the asse^ibled W^rld. Y:qu may 
now perhaps be loaded with Infan^, called by reproajckii 
ful Names, and charged with. Crimes, or with View* 
which your very Soul abhors : But He. will then ^rmf 
iorthypur Rightpqusness^as ihe Light Qi) andyourSahm, 
tion m « Lamp that bumfith{c). Though you Hte bMi 
dishonoured bu^euy you «hall ieatlsnov^edgedlf^Gaih^ 
and thouj^ trejUed as this Filth i^fiheWc^ld^ ^dthfi^m 
scouring of M Things (d); HewiU shew you that Hew- 

tfards you, o^ His Tr^ifsure^in thefia^ thai He nfafefsifk 
His Jewels (e)* WhSn He shall put away M the fVicMof 
iheMaf^h Uke i)rw(f )aonshfi«b^|»rpne»fti^«(l?fJrA^i« 
in that full Assembly; and though indeed you have 

broken 



'J . t '. J-.'^ (%\ .:^ .'M* 



(TMatt,.vJiiii4S. .i, (a).|*iUB.?n;/^ <c)J^t.ltol.1i 
ii)isal»ai».» i (b) tlalaswirUjft; (d) iK^mwas. 
(c) Mai. JH, n, (f) Pwl^exlx. 119. 
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fOS ShaliiitdniheJa^merit'SedimithChrMy Chap^ld. 

Woken *tiie Dirlne Tjd;ir,> ^nd ofiigftt in strict Justice ha?e 
IM9I1 eoudemn^dr 3'«t I>dng dothed wkh th^^Right^uiinesa 
^ <ire f rett Hedcemer, tveti /Aa^ Righteousness wJltch it 
of €0D b^ Fmfh(g}, Justice itself shall: acquit yott, 
m^jmitt -Willi Mercy in-^^otM^ tq>on ^y&» 4$ Crown -of 
ddfe (h). CuKiST will confess ifou before Men and Angels 
%y\ wi^i proiioiifice you good imd faithful Servan^s^ and 
mil TOu to tnttrinto ikeJoy<>fjfourLord(\Lyi He will 
speak of you with Endearment as His Brethren^ and will 
aickaowledge the Kindnesses which have been shezcn t<i 
^ou>^ a$ if He bad received them in His otcn Person (1)« Yea, 
then shall you:^ O Chilstifan, who may perhaps haye sat 
ia'sbnleofthe^lbwen Pluc^!>',''hi our A^^embUes^ though 
(it may he) none -of the Rich and Great of the Earth would 
coBdeMend to look upbn or to speak to you, be called to 
Ik Assessors ivHh Christ on MiJi Jiidgment-Seat^. and to 
3ola with Hkn hi the S^tehc^ He shall pass on wickod 
MeO) and rebelUo^is Angels. ' 

,.'§.'1^. Nor* is' it ihCrely one' Day of Glory and of 
'^ niRvph. But wht») the Jud||e arises and ascends to His 
Father's Court, d!l 'fii^^BUfsled shall ascend with IJlm, 
.dttd^yott^aB^ong^ the' Rest: You i^hail ascend together w^th 
your Sariowt^ td^If^FdfhJer'^^aMyout Father^ to His GOD 
unU ^oUi^GO'B (d))v Yott shaH go to make your Apl 
pearanca iii the ' ti'ej3> Jeru^alemy iti those new shiidiig 
Forms; that ydU' have received, Which will no Ddobt be 
i(tfendedt with- a eorres|5ondent InlproTement of Mind* 
and^' take Up yooi^ pcfrpetUal Abode in that Fulness of 
Jfl^^' with which- yod'shalt be' filled arid satisfied in the 
fre»ent!&kff^GO'J> (n)j' upon the 'Co^suinmatlon of that 
|iappine»SyV i^hieh t^ Shifits in the intermedkite St«te 
htna been wishing and wsdtiilg for. Yoti sAiall 'go, 
il^oiii the Rtffais bf« dissolving- World,^to the nezi»Heatert$ 
dniti iito £ii^A^' ^therein 'Righteousness fdp ^Ter'daetts 
t©). ' There M the^SHmbet ofOOD'rilleci lihaUbe ac^ 
qfitpliihipdy aitdVlhe H&p|:^ne^^Of^ch shall foe CAnu 
J^AbA. TMtiiholeS^etjf ^^^pr^sehte&'tf^brtGOD'^ 
m^m'-BriiUfi' Dh^ JtoiTf^'^ FP/f^ (p), wboht ik^Eye cf'M 
•'--■ • ^' " *r/-' -'- Jv.^:i.^ ., J- c^^ud 

(S) Phil. iU. 9. (1^) Matt. xxT, 21. (a) PiU. xtL 11. 

(h) rrua. it««: XI) Mait.siiitfi4«. < . (o) tpet^io.* is: 
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Chap, ^^ f9irf eter ieteUh eadh ctHen^ * >' SOfr 

C^t^^M' BHi^^^ riMilI sartey wU6 mmttiftarbte D^i 
1^(, and eofif«§9 tabe^nrMoii^ £|iof 0r PfVinkU^ ^ anjf 
Huch Thifi^{q); its Character and State baiDg ju^ what 
He origmitly dtsi^ned it to be. when Ii6 first Mgaged t6 
^iVe fiimseiffbrii^ to re«fip<;M iTVo ^(^H d^ Hh Bto0\r(^. 
^Q shalt ffOM ever be with. each other, aad t»Uhihe Lord 
1(9); and imtnof tai Ages sftalt iPolt away, and find ybii 
iitiU uirchaared s your Happiness alwi^s the same^ an& 
yowt Relish for' it the same; o» ratiier «>«#* fff'^fTBDing^^ aii 
Vo^ &)uls are approaching near^ and iiid»i<^ to Hii^ 
who is tiie Source of Happiness^ liid the CeMre *of infiC 
bite Perfeetibn. * 

f. IS. And how, look round about updWKaftb^ atift 
skiffle* out, if you can, the Enjoyment or the Hopes, foV 
^he' SafcW of which you wonld say, torr/^ dt^ojif Thv 
b&ming^- or for the Salfco off which you any 'liidre should 
hteitate to express ypuf Longing for'it, and t6 cfy, BucJi 
40 <kfmey Lord J esiiSy come quickly ! • 1 ** 

i / ( " ■ ' •'' . " • ". •• .?!.!/•*'** 

jDi^ Meditation awrf Prayer of a CHunrt ks^ i^ho'/b 
llew'tu Usarmed ukh ihese 'Prospects. ' 

<^ /f^l Blessed Lord! 1% Soul' is enkindled i)i>4lidslB 
VJ ^<^ Views, and riw* to THee m the Flame {Tj. 
'^^ Hho^-ha&t teitifiedy Thou com^^if ^tMcA/y: And Ire* 
i^ peat hiy joyful Assent^ Atnen^ even so eomcj LorH 
^< J.eskts (u). C^ome, for I long to ha^ doho wIth'tKfs 
M.iow IJfe; to haT« done with it4 Burdens ) its Sor- 
<^ row95 and its Snares 1 Cofne^ for I long to areendintb 
« Thy Presence, and to^ee the Court Thou 9lrt> holding 
■« abo?c!'^-' • -: ^ ■•■ ' ' '^ ■ '•' ' 

•" 6les6ed Jb5us> Xfeofftis transformed,' wticn- 1 ticw 
<«^it la thi* Light. lyt&iing^cfThror^ is sfe«t no teor'e 
<<^ as such, so Dtear the King ofOlor^^ and cf€rrm:e; I 
.« hear with Pleitture /ie^owwtf of Thy Feet ^ approaehinj; 
" still nearer^ ttnd^netfreci*4>raw^asld^tho Vetf^ when. 
^ evf^r llioii ))lea^ : Openthe^Bars-bf^wJIf PHsoh, that 
^< iwy Aagnr So^l'taiajr iprtng f*rt4>'to'11lee',' and cast 
*^ iipM ^At'thj Jfmi atfhe*I^>f4hit Jfet7S,'tt«koi^ 
^ having ^i seen' I lcy9&; nMif^uitem}kheugh4ioi9tste 

III •» «« r^je 

<n) Efh.- r. fiT. x*>*%y. >'•?.' (s) I'Tiifwr-i^. ir. 

(t) Jttdg. xtHrdOi (uya^v. xxil. 20. 
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•09 TUMtd^aipm <tf a dhtHimfx Chap, asf;; 

^ Thisenot, ^ Mkvingy Ir^ce vdfk Jojf unspeakabte^ 
«< and full of Glory (y)l Thoa^ Lord^ shalt ^hivD mejh^ 
« Piah itf Life; Thine Hand ^hall guide tne to Thy 
^< blissful Abode^ ivhere ^Aere f> Fulnes^^ qf Joy arid 
^' ^Rivers of everlnrtittg Pleasure <z). Thou' shalt assign 
V, me an Habitatio;i with Thy^ faithful Servant39 wh^is^ 
*< separate Spirits^ are now living with.TJiee| while theif 
f* Bodies sleep in tkfi Dust, Many of them hare been 
*^ my Companions in Thy laborious Work, and in the 
^* Patience and Tribulation of Thy Kingdom (a) ; my dear 
^< Coqapanions, and my BreUiren. Oh ahew me, ble^etf 
^^ Saviour, how glorious and how happy Thou has made 
^< them! Shewme^ to what new Forms of better Life 
^ Thott hast conducts fAem, whom we call the Deadt 
*^ in what nobler and more extensive Services Thou hast 
.<* employed them ! that I may praise Theie better than I 
*< now can^ for Thy Goodness tofthem ! and.Qh give me 
** to share with them in their Blessings and th^r Services^ 
** *and to raise a Song of grateful Love, like that which 
*< they are breathing forth before Thee ! / ^ 

J^ Yet, O my blessed Kedeemer, even ih^re will my 
<* Soul be aspiring, to a yet nobler and more glorious 
5' Hope;^ and from this as yet unknown Splendour and 
i} Felicity, shall I be drawing new Arguments to look 
** qnd long for the Day of Thy fined Appearance. There 
M shall I long n|o^je^ ardently than I now do, to see Thy 
<^ Conduct TKidicated, and. Thy Triumph displayed; 
.** to seQ the.:Dust,.of Thy..S(}rvaftt& re-animated^, and 
^' Deathj the last of their Enemies and of Thine, steals 
<< lowfidi^ in Victory (b). I shall long for, that. superior 
^^ Honour that Thou intendcst me, and that comg^lete 
<< Bliss tO'Whioh tthe^whole ^odjr of Thy: People shall 
<^ be conducted. Come, Loxd Jesus^ come ipjiicklyj ,wi>i 
<( oungle^ Itself .>?ith, Uie Songs of Paradise,, ^nd. sound 
"from the Tong«cs of all the. Millions ; of Thy Saipts, 
<f . whoin T^y . Qt^^ Jiatl^ triuisplan W-4tl«|h«p» ,.,. i ...... • 

•. ^^ In the mean Time^.O-my Divine Master, accept 
« tlv^jBoflsiaigewJ^ictit a gi^tefnl H?art now. pays Xhee^ 
>5. in a Sens^.Qf./A^^^ieiii./iojpe;]' ;Wit^ vrl^ich Thoulj^ast 
<^ inspifieditl vlt^jsvl^h^utlifth^b^^^ it^ 

.> ' . . ** and 

(yj I Pc<» iiSi Uy IVaUrrf. \\. (a) Rev, i. .9, 
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Chap. 29. in the Fi^w cf Death and Judgment 301 

<< and hast raised mj Soul to this glorious Ainbition ; 
** whereas I might otherwise have been now groYelllng 
<< in the lowest Trifles of Time and Sense, and beea 
^^ looking with Horror on that • Hour, which b now the 
*^ Object of my most ardent Wishes. 

** Oh be with me always even to the End of this mortal 
<^ Life? and give me, while waiting for Tlii^ Salvation^ 
^* to be doing Thjy Commandments ! May m^ Loins be 
*^ girded about ^ and my Lamp burning (c) ; and mine 
• ^^ £ars be still watchful for the blessed Signal of Thine 
*' Arrival : That my glowing Soul may with Pleasure 
^^ spring to meet Thee, and be strengthened by Death to > 
<^ bear those Visions of Glory, under the Ecstasies of 
*' which feeble Mortality would nqw expire l" 

(c) Luke xii: 35. 



1 
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€HAP. XXX. 

The Christian honouring God hy his Djiu^ 
Behaviour. 

Re/leciiofis ^n the Sincerity with uhich the preceding AtU 
vices haoe been gioen* §. 1. The Author is desirotiSy 
that (if Providence permit) he may assist the Christian to 
die iwnourabljf and comfortably^ ; §• % 3. With this 
Viext> it is advised j (\.) To rid the Mind of alt Earthly 
Cares J §• 4. (2.) To renew the Humiliation of the Soul 
before GOD, and its Aprdication to the Blood of Christ; 
§'. 5. (3.) To exercise Patience under bodily Paths and 
Sorrows; §.6. (4.) At leaving the World j to bear an 

. honourable Testimor^ to Religion^ \, 7. (5.) To give 
a solemn Charge to surviving Friends^ %• 8. especially 
recommending Faith in Christ; V d> (^O To keep the 
Promises of GOD in Viewy §. 10, II. And (7.) To 
commit the departing Spirit to GOD^ in the genuine 
Exercises of Gratitude and Repentance, Faith and. 
Charity; §. 12. tshich ar^ exemplified in the concluding 
Meditation and Prayer* 

§. \, nnHUS, my dear Reader, I hare endearoured to 
JL lead you through a Variety of Circumitartees ; 
and those not fancied or imaginary, but such as do indeed 
occur in the Human and Christian Life. And I caa 
truly and cheerfully say, that I haye marked ou't to yoa 
the Path, which I myself hare trod, and in which it is 
tnf Desire still to go on. I have tentured my own Erer* 
lasting Interests on that Foundation, on wJ^ich I have 
directed yon to adTcuturc yours. What I hare recom* 
mended ns the grand Budness of your Ufe, I desire to 
make the Business of my own : And the mo^t coi^iderable 

Enjoyments, 
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(Qhap. 3Q. advised to c&V honourably and comfortably. 303 

Enjoyments^ T^hich I expect or desire in the remaining 
Day's of my Pilgrimage on Earth, are such as I hare 
directed you to seek, and endeavoured to assist you id 
attaining. Such Love to God, such constant Activity m 
His Service, such pleasurable Views of what liies beyond 
th^ Crrive, appear to me (God is my Witness), a Felicity 
incomparable beyond any Thing else which can offer 
itself to our Affection and Pursuit : And I would not for 
Ten Thousand Worlds resign my Share in them, or con- 
seat^ evep io the Suspension of the Delights which they* 
airard, during the Remainder of my Abode here. - 

§. 2. I would humbly hope, through the Divine Bless- 
ing, .that the Hours you have spent in the Review of these 
pUiii Tilings, may have turned to some profitable Account ; 
and that in Consequence of what you have read, yon 
have been either brought into the Way of Life and 
Peace, or been induced to quicken your Pace in it. Mo3t 
heartily should I rejoice in being further useful to you, 
and that even to the last. Now there is one Scene re* 
maining / a Scene through which you must infallibly pass ; 
which has something in it so awful,, that I cannot but 
attempt doing a little to assist you in it : / mean the Dark 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. I could earnestly wish, 
that for the Credit of your Profession, the Cqmfor^ of 
your own Soul, and the Joy and Edification of your 
suryiving Friends, ifou mig0 die^ not only safely^ but 
honourably too : And therefore I would' offer you a few 
paring Advices* I am sensible indeed, that Providence 
may dctermiuie the Circumstances of your Death in such 
a Mianner, as that you may have ito Opportunity of 
acting upon the Hints I now give yt)u. Some unex- 
pcctied Accident from without or from within, may as 
it were whirl y.ou to Heaven before you are aware; and 
you may find yourself so suddenly there, that it may 

, seem a Translation, rather than a Death. Or it is pos« 
sibie the Force of a Distemper may affect your Under* 
standing in spch a Manner, that you may be qutt^ 

^ insensible of the Circumstances in which yott are; aiid 
80 your Dissolution (though others may see it yisibly 
and certainly approaching),, nuiy be as great a Surprise 
to you, as if you had died in i^W Health. 
* . ^. S- But as it is on the y^YiKA^ probable^ you may haf q 

'. a mor€ sensible Pass(fge out of Time into j^ternity ; and 
' "^ ■ -X 2 ■ -' ' > b 
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304 Should get rid of earthly Cares^ Chap. 36« 

. as much may, in various Respects, depeiid on if our dicing 
Behaviour ; give me Leave to propose some plain Direc- 

• lions with Relation to it, to be practised, if Goi^gire 
you Opportunity, and remind' you of them. It may 

< not be improper tsy look over the xxixth Chapter f^aki, . 

. when you find the Symptoms of any threatening Disorder: 

' And 1 the rather hope, that what I say may be useful to 

. you, as methinks I find myself disposed to address you 

' with something of that peculiar Tenderness which we feel 

for a dj/ifig Friend ; to whom, as we expect that we shall 

. speak to him no more, we send out, as it were, ail our 
Hearts in every Word. 
. §. 4. I would advise then, in the first Place, ^^ that 

/^ as soon as possible, yon would endeavour to get rid 
*' of all farther Care with regard to your Temporal Con* 

. ^' cerm^ by settling them in Time in as Reasonable and ' 
.^' Christian a Manner as you can.'* I could wish, there 
may be nothing of that Kind to hurry your Mind when 
you are at least able to bear it, or to distress or divide those 
who come after you. Do that which in the Presence of 
(jod i/oti judge most equitable^ and which you verily be* 
lieve will be most pleasing to Him. Do it in as prudent 
and effectual a Manner as you can ; and then consider 

. <he World as a place you have quite done with, audits 
Afiairs as nothing further to you, more than to one 

. actually dead ; unless as you may do any good to its 
Inhabitants, while you yet continue among them, and 

,may, by any Circumstance in your last Actions orWpi:jJs 
in Life, leave a Dieting behind you to those who have 

^ been your Friends and Fell ow..Travellers, while you have 
been dispatching that Journey through it, which you are 
now finishing* 

,^ . §. 5. That you may be the more at Leisure, and the 

. better prepared for this, " enter into some serious Re- 

^ '' view of your own State, apd endeavour to put your 

: *^ Soul into as fit a Posture as pdssible, for your solemn 
*^ Appearance before God.*' For a solemn Thing in. 

.deed it i$, to go into His immediate. Presence ; to stand 
before Him, not as a Supplicant at the Throne of His 
Grace, but at His Bar as a separate Spirit, whose' Time 
of Probation is over, and whose eternal State is to be 

' immediately determined'. Renew yo^r Humiliation lie» 

foreOoD for A^ Imperfectiops of your life/ though it 

ha» 
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Chap. 30. ioof^ to Chnsty (Uid exercise Patience. 30.5 

has in the Main been devoted to His SerTice. Renew 
your Application to the Mercies of God as promised in 
the Covenant of Grace, and to the Blood of Christ as 
the. blessed Channel in which they flow. Resign your- 
self entirely to the Divine Disposal and Conduct, as wil- 
ling to serve Goo, either in this World or the other, as 
He shall see fit.. And sensible of your Sinfulness on the 
one Hand, and of the Divine Wisdom and Goodnxjss on' 
the other, summon up all tiie Fortitude of 'your Soul ta 
bear as well as you can whatever His afflicting Hand majr 
further lay upon, you, and to receive the last Stroke of it^. 
as one who, would maintain the most entire Subjection to 
the great aiid good Father of Spirits, « 

§. 6. Whatever you suffer, endeavojir to shew ^^ y.ou.r- 
*' self an Example of Paiience.^^ Let that amiable Grace 
have its perfeU Work (a); and since it has s^ little more 
to do, let it clpse the Scene j^oh\y. Let there not be a 
inurmuring WorcJ; 9,nfi that there may 99 1, watch 
against every repining Thought : And when yoii feel 
any Thing of that Kind arising. Took by faith upon a 
^ying Saviour, and ask your own Heart, '' Was not ftis^ 
^^ Cross much more painful, than the Bed on which I 
*^ lie I Was not His Situation among Blood-thirsty 
*^ Enemies infinitely more terrible, than mine amidst the 
^* Tendernesa and Care of so many affectionate Friends ? 
*> Did not thie heavy Load of my Sins press Him in a 
*^ much more overwhelming IVJanner, than I am pressed 
'^^ by the Load of these Afflictions ; and yet He bore al^ 
'^ m a Lamb that is brought to 'the Slaughter (b)." Let 
the Remembrance of His Sufferings be a Means to 
sweeten yours ; yea, let it cause you to rejoice, when 
you are called to bear the Cross for a little while, 
before you wear the Crown. CduM it all Joy^ that you 
have an Opportunity yet once mbrie of honouring Go» 
i>y your. Patience, which is now acting its last Part, and 
will in a few Days, perhaps in a few Hours, be super- 
ceded by complete everlasting Blessedness. And I au| 
willing to hope, that in these Views you will not only 
ftUppress all passionate Complaints, but that your Moutl; 
yi\\\ be filled with the Praises of God : and that you 
yvill be speaking to those that are about you, not only 

C-.- ' * ..... ^ -. . " ;. of 

{a) Jftm. 1^ 4. . . {l>) l^sai. Uij. 7, 
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^ Bis Justice, but of His Goodness too. So tbat you 
will be enabled to communicate your inward Joy in suctt 
a Manner as may be a lively and edifying Comment upon 
those Words of the Apostle, Tribulation uorketh Pa' 
iience; and Patience^ Experience; and Experience^ Hope; 
eTcn a Hope which maketh riot ashamed^ while the Love 
of GOD is shed abroad in our Hearts^ by the Holy Ghosi 
uhich is given unto w (c). , 

§. 7. And now, my dear Frieh(J, \^ iiow is flie Tim^, 
^* when it is especially expected from you,- that you bear 
*"* an honourable Testimony to Religion**' Tell those that' 
are about you, as well as you can, (for you will never 
be able fully to express it), w:hai: Comfort and Support" 
you have found in it. Tell them how it has brightened, 
the darkest Circumstances of your Life : Tell them, how 
i^ now reconciles you to the hear Views of DeathI 
Your Words wilj carry with them peculiar Weight at 
such a Season : There will be a kind: of Eloquence, even 
. in ttie Infirmities '^vith which you are , struggling, while 
you give them. Utterance; and you will be heard with 
Attention^ with Tenderness, with Credit. And thcrc!- 
fore, when the Time of your Departure is at Jfand^ with 
ynaflfected Freedom breathe out your Joy, if you thea 
£eel (as I hope you will,) an holy Joy and Delight ia 
God. Breathe out however .your . inward Peace and. 
Serenity of Mind, if you be then peaceful and serene : 
Pthers will mark //, .and^be encouraged to tread the 
Steps which lead, to so tiappy an Endl Tell itheih w))at 
you feel of the Vanity of the World; and they may. 
learn to regard it less, . Tell them, what you feel of 
the substantial Supports of the Gospel ; and they fnay 
learn to value it more : For they cannot but know, thai 
they must lie down on a dying Bed too, and ipust iheii 
need all the Relief which the Gospel itself can give 
them. 

§. B, And to enforce the Conviction the more, ^^ give 
f* a solemn Charge to those that are about you, that thc^ 
'* spend their Lives in the Service of GOD^ and goveri^ 
^^ themselves by the Principles of real Religion.^' Toa 
niay remember, that Joshua^ and David^ and other gobq. 
Men did so ; wben they perceived Uiat the Days ^reih 

near 

(e) Rom. V. S, 4, 6/ 
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fte^r \n wkieh theg, shqn$ld i$e« And jqvl Vnow not, how 
tke Ado^omtioHS of a dyiog Friend, or (as it may b^ 
with respect to ^on^e), of ^, dying parent, may impre^ 
those who n^ay ii&YCi disregarded wfiat you aoi} others 
■>ay bare said to tbem Wore. At least, make tti^ 
Trial> and di^ labouring to glorify Goo, tq save Souls^ 
«nd generously to sqw the Seeds of Goodness and Hap- 
pine^ in a Wqrld, where ypu have no^mor^ Harvest to 
reap. Perhaps i^ey may spring up io a plentiful Crop, 
when the Clods of tliQ Valley are covering your Body : 
But if ^Qty Gap irill approve it : and the Angels, thai 
wait aro^ind your 3ed to receive your departing Sou), 
will look upon each otfi^r with Marks of Approbation 
in their Countenance, and own, that this is to expire likf 
a Chaistian^ and to make a glorious Improvement la 
Mortality. 

§. 9. And in this last Address to your FelloVr Mortals, 
whoever they are that PrQvidence bripgs near you, ^' bp 
•' sure that you Ml them hpw entirely and how cheer. 
** fuUy ^ovr Hopes and Dependants in this Season of the 
*^ last Extremity arejixed^ not upon your own i/iefii^ 
^^ and Obedience, but on what the great Redeemer has 
^^ done aqd suffered for Sinners." Let them see, thaif; 
ffou die 03 it were at the Fqot of fhe Cross:- Nothing 
will be so comfortable to yourselves, nothing so fdifyiuj^ 
io them. I^et jthe Name of Jesus, therefore, be in your 
Mouth, while you are able to speak, and when you ca^ 
. speak no longer, let it be in your Ile^rt, and endeavomr 
that the l^t Act of your Soul, while it continues in th,e 
Body, may be ai| Act of humble Faith in Curist. 
£!ome unto GOD by Him : Enter into that which is mthin 
the Feiif as with the liiood of Sprinkling fresh upon you. 
It is an awful TJung for such a Sinner (as you, my 
Ciirlstian Friend, witli all the Virtues the World may 
liave admired, know yourself to be) to stand before tha^ 
infinitely pure and holy Being, who has seen all your 
Ways, and all your lleart, and jias a perfect Knowledge 
of every Mixture of Imperfection which Jias attended 
the Bcist of your Duties: But venture m that Way, and 
you will £nd it both .nafe and pleasant. 

.§. 10. Once mor^, " to give you Comfort in a dying 
Hp^r^ and to support your feeblp Steps while you are 

" travelling 
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*' travelling through this dark and painful Way, take 
<^ the Word of GOD as a Staff in your Hand.'' Let 
Books, and mortal Friends, now do their last Office for 
you. Call if you can, some experienced Christian^ who 
has felt the Power of the Word of GOD upon his owa 
Heart : and let him bring the Scripture^ aud turn you to 
spme of those precious Promises^ which have been the 
Food and rejoicing of his own Soul. It is with this 
View that I may carry the good Office I am nfow en* 
gaged in as far as possible, 1 shall here give you a Coi^ 
lection of a few such admirable Scriptures^ each of tbeiii 
infinitely more valuable than Thousands of Gold and Stiver 
(d). And to convince you of the Degree in which I 
esteem them, I will take the Freedom to add, that I 
desire they may (if God give an Oppottunity), be read 
over to me J as I lie on my dying Bedywith short Intervals 
"between them, that I may pause upon eachy and renew 
something of that delightful Relish ^ which I bless God', 
I have often found in them. May your Soul and mine 
be then composed to a, sacred Silence, (whatever be tho 
Commotion of Animal Nature), while the Voice of Goo 
speaks to us, in Language which He spake to His Ser- 
vants of old, or in which He instructed them how they 
should speak to Him in Circumstances of the greatesft 
Extremityi 

§. 11. Can any more Encouragement be wanting, 
when He says. Fear notj for I am with thee; be not iUs^' 
mayed, for I am thy GOD / / will strengthen thee^ yea 
I will help thee^ yea J will uphold thee j' with the Right 
Hand of my Rigktousness (e). And He is not a Man thai 
He should lie\ or the Son of Man^ that He should repent : 
Hath He said^ and shall He not do it ? Or hath He spoken j 
and shall He not make it gdod{i )? — The Lord is my Ughty 
and my Salvation^ whom shaU I fear! The Lord is the 
Strength of my Life^ of whom shall I be afraid (g) ? Thii 
OOD is our GOD for eijer and ever: He will be our 
Guide even unto DeaM(h). Therefore, though Iwalk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; 
for Thou art with me^ Thy Rod and Thy Staff they tomfori 
me (i). / hao^ waited for Thy Salvation^ Oh Ldrd (k). 
••••"•• •" "^- ■ • •••■ - ' Ok 

(d) Psal. cxiT. 72. (f ) Numb, xx'^i. 19. (h) PsaL xlviii. 14, 
it) Isal. xii.JO. (g) Psal; xxvii, 1. (i) PwU. xxiii. 4t 
(k) Geo. xUx. 18. • 
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CfhcanHrme Thy Loving Kindness unto them that knOzgfTheei 
and Thy Righteousness 4o the upright in Hfart! For uith 
T%ee is the Fountain jof Life ; in Thy Light shall we see 
Light (I). Thou wilt shew me the Path of l4fe; in Thy 
Presence is Fulness of Joy^ at Thy Right Hand there are 
Pleasures for evermore (m). As for me, I shall behold Thy 
Face in Righteousness: I shall Be satisfied when I awake 
with Thy Likness (n). For I know in whom J have 
believedy and am persuaded that He is able to keep what 'I 
hittie committed to Him until that Day (o). Therefore f/fff 
Heart is glad j and my Glory rejoiceth^ my Flesh tUso ^hmt 
rest in Hope (p). For ^ we believe that Jesus dkdj and 
rose again ; those also that sleep in Jesusy will GOD bring 

uith Him (q). / give unto my- Sheep eternal Lifey 

(said jEsrs^t the good Shepherd)^ and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out qf My Hand (r). 
Tkts is the WUl of Him thdt sent Me, that every one ihut 
believeth oh Me should have everlasting Life ^ and I^wiA 
raise him up at the last Day (s)^ Let not your Heait be 
troubled; ye believe in GOD, believe also in Me. In^lfy 
JFather^s House are many Mansions ;• if it were not so^ I 
would have told you ; I go to prepare a Place for you : And 
if I go and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, and 
^receive you toMyself; there where lam, there ?ntty ye be also 
( t). Go, tell My Brethren, I ascend unto My Father 'atid 
your Father, and to My GOD andyour GOD (a ). Fathe^, 
I will that those whom Thou hast givenMe be withMe where*l 
am, that they may behold My Glory which Thou hast given 
' Me; that tfw Love wherewith ThoulUist loved Me, may be 

in them, and I in them (x).? He that' test^ethitiieSe 

. Things, saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen: Even so come^ 
Jjord Jesus {y)} O Death where is^ thy Sting I O Grai^e 
where is thy Victory I Thanks be to GOD, toko giveth Us 
'tM Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (z) ! 

§.12* Thus may. that God who knows the Souls Of 
His Children in all theif Adversities (a), and in whose 
Sight the Death of His Saints are preciotis (b), cheer and 
" support 



s 



0) psal. xxrvi. 9, U. (q) X Thess. iv. U. (x) John xvii. %i, W. 
(m) Psal. xvi. H. (r) John x. S8. (y) Rev. xxii. 2a 

n) Psal. xtii. 16. (s) John ^i. 40. (z) 1 Cor. xV; 55, ST. 

o) 8 Tim. i. 12. (t) John xiv. 1,2» $. (a) Psal. xxxi. 7. 

ip) Psal. xvi. 9. (a) ;John xx. IT. ^b) PsaU «j^vl. 1$. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



atO A M€dii^ihji and Prayer^ . CItap. SO. 

fMip{}6rt^»atod nie in those last Extrtmities of Naturei 
BlajT H« aidd its to the happj Number ol tliose ivha have 
been more lA«ft Gonqu^ors in Death ! Ani may He ^^le 
Its those Supplies of His Spirit, which may enablip us to 
pour out our departing Souls in such Sentiments, as 
those I wbuld now suggest; tho^tgh we shouhl be no 
longer able to utter Words, or to understand them if 
they irere to be read to us ! Let us at least review then 
With all proper Affections now, andlayupontf Prapar 
0iere for that awfal Moment! Oh, that thk;, and all we 
llate ever ofi^red with Regard to it, may then came in 
RcmjMbrance b^are GOD (c) { 

^ MtoiTiTioN and Prater, suited ta the Case of a 
dying CujusTiAN. 

f« /^ THOU 'supreme Ruler of the Visible and Invi. 

: \J '« sible Worlds ! Thou SoTcreign of Life and of 

^< I>eath ; of Earth, and of Heaven ! Blessed by Thy 

f ^ Name, I have often been taught to seek Thee. And 

-^^ DOW once more do I pour out jxiy Soul, my departii% 

" Sonl, iinto Theci. Bow down Th^ gracious Ear^ O GOD, 

** and let mp Cry came before Thee with, Acceptauce ! 

> <' 7%« Hour is.come^ when Thou wilt $eparate me from 

'^< this World, with which I have been so long and so 

<^ familiarly acquainted, and lead me to another, as yet 

^ << nbknowu. Enable me, I beseech Thee, to make the 

'^ Exchange, .as becomes a Child of Abraham, "who being 

^* called of Hiee io receive an Inheritance, obeyed and 

v^^.^went mU^ though he hiew not ]>articulariy whither he 

'^ wenti^) ; as becomes a Child of GOD, who knows, 

h tffat through Sotereign Grace, U is His Father's good 

/* Pleasure to give Him ilte Kingdom (e) ! 

" I acknowledge, O Lord/ the Justice of that Sen* 
^^ 4teno& by which I .am expiring? and own Thy Wisdom 
« todCoodness, in appointing my Journey through this 
^' ' gloomy Vale which is now before me. Help me to 
^^ -turn it intone happy Occasion of honouring Thee,* 
*^ and adorning my Profession ! And I will ble^s the 
*^ Pftngfe, «b? which Thou art gloriied,' and this moartal 
*A und sinful Pari of my Nature is dissdived. 

- ^^ Gracious 

•fii) A<« Xi 4j ai. <ii) -H«b. ai. 9* <«) Lake %i\, 92. 
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Chap. 80. suited to the Case df a dicing Christian, iti 

, <« Gracious Father, I w6uld not qtuf 'this fiaKh ot 
<^ Inline, and this House of Clay In tthich 1 hate so- 
^* journed during my Abode iipoh th6*Face b^ it, withbut 
^'^ mj( grateful Acknowledgments to Thed, for all thai 
<^ abundant Goodness vhich Tliou hast causied tp pass 
^^ before me here (f). With mj/ dyin^ iB^eatk, t bea^ 
^' Witness to Thy faithful Care^ I hav^ zt anted Ho goo4 
^« Thirig (g). I thank thee, my Goii, that this giiilty, 
^^ forfeited, unprofitable Life, was so tdftg l^pared; 
*^ That it hath still been maintained by feueh a ticli 
'< Variety of Thy Bounty. I thank tfte^, that tho^ 
^/ hast made this Beginning of iny flxisience to pldasan^ 
^^ t6 me. I thank Thee, for the Mercies of my Day$ 
*.^ and Nights, of my Months and Years, \?hich are rio^r 
** come to their Period : I thank Thee, for the ^ettief 
** of my Infancy, and for those of my riper Age; for 
^^ all the agreeable Friends which Thou baat given; me 
^^ in this House of my Pilgrimage, the LiTiii^ and.th^ 
f' pead; for all the Help I have received from othirs ; 
*^ and for all the Opportunities which' Thqu ha^t giVeii 
^' me of being helpful to the Bodies and Sbiils or mj 
" Brethren of Mankind. Surely Goodness and Mcrqy 
*^ have followed me all the Days of my Life (h)^ and{ 
^' have Keason to rise a thankful Guest from the various 
^^ and pleasant Entertainments with which toy Table 
*^ has been furnished by Thee. Nor shall I have liea^ 
^' son to repine, or to grieve at quittitig them i For, O 
^* my God, are Thy Bounties exhaus.ted? I know^ thajt 
•* they are Hot. I will not wrong Thy Goodness anj 
^^ Thy Faithfulness so much as to imagine, that because 
*^ I am going from this Earth I am going ftom Hap* 
^* piness. I adore Thy Mercy that Thon hast taught 
•* me to entertain nobler Views through Jksufe Thy Son, 
** I bless Thee with all the Powers of my Nature, IhaJ 
^* I ever heard of His Name, and heard of His Death : 
^ And would fain exert a more vigorous Act of thank fu) 
^^ Adoration, than in this broken State I am capably 
^'* of, while I am extolling Thee, for && Riches of Thjr 
'^ Grace manifested in Him ; for His Instructions an4 
^^ His Example, for His Blood and His RigVteousncsSy 
^^ and for that blessed Spirit of Tliine which Thou hast 

«jgi*ea 
(0^xoa,xxxili. W. (if)Fsal. xxxJv.lO. (h)T»il.irtni.U 
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311 A Mediation and Prayer^ Chaff. 30. 

^< giTi^n me to turn my sinfiU Heart. unto TbjseJC, aird 
" to brinj mc into the Bends of Thij Covenant ^ of that 
\^ Covenant, which is ordered in all Things and sure (i j, 
\^ and which thb Death, though now. separating my Sooi 
** from my Body, shall never be able to dissolve. 

^^ I blesi Thee, O Lord, that I am not dying in an 
" unregeuerate and impenitent State; but that Tfcoii 
^^ didst graciously awaken and convince me; that Thou 
** didst renew and sanctify my Heart, and didst by Thjr 
^* good Spirit work in it an unfeigned Faith, a real 
f ^ Repentance, and the Beginning of a JDivine Life. I 
*^ tHank Thee for Ministers and Ordinances: I think 
<* Thee for my Sabbaths^ and my Sacrament Days \ for 
** the Weekly and Monthly Refreshments which they 
** j;ave me : I thank' Thee for the Fruits of Canaauy 
.^^ which were sent me in the fVUderness^ and are now sent 
« nfe on the Brink of Jordan. 1 thank Thee for Thy 
*^ biested Word^ and for those exceeding rich and predouf 
*^ Promises of it, which now lie as a Cordial warm qtn^ 
f^ Heart in this chiljing Hour ; Promises of Support in 
*^^ Death, and of Glory beyond it, and of the Bfesnrrec- 
** tion of my Body to everlasting Life. O my God, I 
^* firmly Heliev^ them alt^ great and wonderful as f hey ire^ 
*< ^nd ant waiting for the Accomplishment of them 
>< through Jesus Christ ; ifi xthom they are all Yea and 
**' Amen (k). .If^rnember Th^Word unto.Thy Sa^ant^ 'on 
^^ which Thouhast caused nie to hope (I)! I covenanted 
** with TheQ not only for Worldly Enjoyments, whicli 
** Thy Love taught me comparatively to despise; but for 
*< eternal Life^ as the Gift of Thy Free Grace fhroug^ 
** Jesus Christ my Jtorcf (m): And now permit me iff 
** Jfis Name to en^er my humble Claim to it ! Permit me 
** to consign this departing Spirit to IJiine Hand! fof 
«* Thou hast redeemed it[ Lord GOD of Truth (ji);! / 
•* am Thine: Saoe me (o) and make me happy ! " \ 
. *f But may I indeed presume to say, I am Thine? 
*< God, now I am standing on the Borders of both 
•< Worlds, iiovr Ji View Things, as in the Light of Tl^ 
5* Presence and of Mternity^ how unworthy do I appear^ 
«* that I should be taken to dwell with Thy Angels an4 
•*.•"• ' ■ \ ' ' \ '' '. '**'Saintf 

i (4) 1i «am. «iii. 5. (1) Psal. cxi f . 45. (n) Psal. xxxi. 5. 
(it) 18 fipryj, SO. , (m) Rom. vi. 28. (o) Psal. c*ix. P4» 
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Chap. 36. suited to the Case of a difing Christian. 31 S 

<^ Saints in GWy ! Alas, I Haye.Reaspn to Took liack 

^f with deep Humiliation on a poor unprofitable sinful 

• ^^ Life, in which I have i/«% been deserving to be cast 

** into HelL Biit I have this one comfortable Reflection, 

^^ that I have Jied to the. Cross, of Christ; and I now- 

*' renew my Application to it To think of appearing 

/' before Goo in such an imperfect Righteousness as my 

*^ own, were Ten Thousand Times/worse than Death. 

" No, Lord! I come unto Theeas a Sinner; but as a 

.** Sinner who has believed in ITiy Son for Pardon aod 

.^* Life; I fall down. before Thee as. a. guilty polluted 

« Wretch; but Thou hast tAade Htm to be unto Thy 

" People for JVisdom and Rigkteoust^ss^ for Sanctijication 

^ ^* and Redemption (p). Let me have my Lot among the 

'/* Followers of Jesus 1 Treat me, as Thnu treatest those 

** Avto are His Friends and His Brethren! For Thou 

'*^ knowest, my Soul has loved Him, and trusted Him, 

;*^ and solemnly ventured itself on the Security of His 

"** 'Gospel, And / knozs in whom I have believed (q). 

'<' The Infernal Lion may attempt to dismay me in the 

** uwful Passage : But I rejoice that I am in the Hands 

/* of the goodShepherd (r) ; and I defy all my Spiritual 

*' Fncmies, in a cheerful Depcndance on His faithful 

'*' Care. I lift up my Eyes and my Heart to Him, who 

^^^ zcas dead and is alive again ; and behold^ He lives for 

"** evermore ^ ojid hath the Kei/s of Death and of the unseen 

•* World (s). Blessed Jesu.s, / die 6^ Thine Hand, and 

'** I fear no Harm from the Hand of a Saviour! I feair 

* ** not that Death, which is allotted to me by the Hand 

<^ of my dearest Lord,, who Himself died to make it safe 

' ^^ and happy. I come, Lord, I come not 6nly with a 

•** willing, but with a Joyful Consebt. I-thankThee, 

" that Thou rememberest me for Goodj that Thou art 

^^ breaking m^ Chains, and calling me to the glorious 

« LiberJi^ of the Children of GOD 0). I thank Thee, 

<^ that Thou wilt no longer permit me to live at a Dis- 

^^ tance from Thine Arms; but after this long Absence, 

^^ wilt have mc at Home, at Home for ever. 

" My feeble Nature faints in the*View of that Glory 
^^ which is now dawning upon me ; But Thou knowest 

"Vliow, 

(») 1 Cor. i. 30. (q) « Tim^ i. 12. (r) John X. II , 28. 
(B) Rev. I. 18. (t) ftOtf* viii. SI. 
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>< bovi jr^ou$ jLard, to lent i^m upon mf ^on\ by jmit 
** Begrees, and to »iflA:e TViy Strength perfect in f$§f 
•^ Weakness in). Ouce more, for the last Time, would/ 
<^ look down on Xbis poor World which I am going to qui^ 
** and breathe out tnj Ayxng Vows for its Prosperity, 
.<^ and that of Thy Church in it. I hare loved it, 0^ 
.*' Lord, a3 a li™g Member .of the Rody ; and I loyfi 
« it to -the last. I humbly beseech fhee therefore t^i 
'^^ Thou wilt guard it^ and purify it, aud upite it jno^ 
*** and morje? JSend down more of Thy tlessed Spirit 
.'* upop it, iCjren ^e Spirit of Wisdom^ of IfollAes^, anil 
." of Lave^ till in due Time the Wilderness he turn^ 
" into a Garden of the Lord (w), and all Flesh sh^U sffi 
'^'ThySalvationix)\ 

. ^* And as for roe, bear me, O my Heavenly Father, on 

^*' the Wings of tjverlasting Love, to that peaceful, ^that 

*' holy, that joyous Abode, which Thy Mercy has pw- 

>' piaredfor me, and which the Blood of my Redeen\^ 

*^ hath purchased ! Bear me to the general Assembly, ami 

. " Church of the First born^ to the innumerable Compa^if 

'* ^AM^^h o-ndto the Spirits of just Men madeperf^^ 

^' (y). And whatever this JFIesh may suffer, let my 

. «^ steady Satul be delightfully .fixed on that Glory .to 

}^ whichiit is .rising ! luet Faitii perform its last Ofiice in 

.^< an honourable Manner ! Let my few remaiBinig M.Q« 

^i ments.on Earth be ^pent for Thy Glqry, and so 1^ 

M me ascend, with' JLiOv.9 in my Heart, and Prai$e qji 

^^ m(^ faultering Tongue, to the .World where Love au4 

»<> Braise shall be jcompletel Be thb my last Songj ofi 

*^ Earth, which I am going to tune i^i Heaven : Slessingy 

,^* and Jfonojurj and Qhryy andPouer^ be unto Himth^t 

^ ^^ sitteth on. the Throne^ and to the Lamb for ever, and 

;« eicer {z)\ Ameni" 

(a)SCBt»^i.9. (w)l8a.ll.9. (x) Uike iii. 6. 

<y) HeK^^U.^,^ (z)ilev» v. 13. 
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r ADVERTISEMENT. 

A ^ I would not trHUogly Jncur.the Censiirie tff fcehig 
.jljL ovbr.forward in ptrblkhib^ so pfitih a Seroopii 0n 
so common a Subject, I beg Leave' to Intbm the Iteail^r 
»f the Occasion that fletermitied tne tp do it. 

The following Discourse was firsi: preached to a tefy 
numerous Auditory at the Tuneral of a vdung' Person, 
who. being seized on a sudden with a violent and mortal 

'Illness, • which n'eTertheless did not destroy the £xercij)« 
of her Reason, was deeply impressed with a Sense of hter 
eternal Interest, and expressed that Sense in a Manner 
which aflfected me as much as any Thing of ^at Nature 
which I had ever seen; not only reco^mendhig the 
Text io me, but also charging this one fChing nediful 
on her Brother and Sisters, in my Hearing, with a So. 
lemnity and Earnestness, which I hope neither they 
nor I shall ever forge{. But I imputed the remarkable 
Attention with which the Sermon was heard, and tfao 
kind Notice which was afterwards taken of it by many, 
to that awful Circumstance, rather than to any Thing 
in the Discourse itself. 

I had afterwards the Jlonoar to preach it with some 
proper Alterations, before some worthy and excellent 
Persons of considerable Rank and Eminence in Life, 
who are not ashamed publicly to own, that Religion is 
their greatest Conc^ern. They were pleased to express 

' such Satisfaction in the Seriousness and Plainness with 
which this important Subject was handled, that they 
urged me, with an Earnestness which I did not' at all 
expect, to let them have some printed Copies of it, that 
they might disperse them amongst their Tenants an^ 
Servants. I think too highly of these valuable Friends 
to prefix their Names to so inconsiderable a Perform* 
ance, which would do a great Honour to a Book, far 
superior to any I can ever hope to present them with. 
But as I am 'well assured of their continued Candour 
(awards me; ap I hope theiAuthoritT of their Command 
^ ' wiU 
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win be allowed as a sufficient Apology for this Pabll- 
cation. 

We are so near the Eternal State, and must so soon 
be silent in the Dust, that methinks nothing which looks 
like a Call of Providence, directing to any Opportanity 
of doing good to the Souls of Men, should be neglected. 

. And if Uiesc obyious but wdghty Truths may,} trough 
the Cancucrenpe of Diyine Grace^ be made useful for 

, the' Conversion . of one. of the lowest of those fox whose 
Service this Discourse was asked and transcribed,. I shall 

. think this little Labour abundantly repaid, even though 
many others should say, as they probably wiU, that I 
bay^ made a. little Addition to the Number of unRe«. 

. cessary Books with which the World is already mcum- 

.bered« 



Londottj 

Jultf t9y. 1735* P. DODDBIDGSk 
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Luke X. 42, former Part. 
Onk Thing is heedful. 



IT was ibfi Amiable Character, of om blessed Redeemer^ 
- that He. went about doing good*» This grciat Motii^ 
which animated all His Actions, brought Him to the Hquse 
of his Friend Lazarusiy 9^t 'Bethany, \a,nd directed His 
Behaviour there. Though it was a Season of Recess 
from public Labour, our Lord brought the SeQtimeats 
and the pious Cares of a Preacher of Righteousness into 
the Parlour of a Friend ; and there His Poctrine dropped 
Us the Rain, and distiUed as the DeWj on the little happy 
Circle that were then surrounding Him,i Mar^ the Sister 
of Lazarusy with great Delight made one amongst them ; 
she sat herself down at the Feet of Jesus, in the Posture 
of an humble Disciple; and we have a great deal of 
Reason to believe, that Mar/Aa, Ifis other Sister, would 
gladly have been with her there ; but do.mestiQ Cares 
pres^ hard upon her, aiid she was timbered with muck 
servingj being perhaps too solicitous toi prepare a Sump* 
tnous Entertainment for h^r. Heavenly Master and ^ 
I'tain that attended Him' Happy are they, .that in a 
Crowd of Businei^ do not lose something of the spivitnality 
of their Minils, aljid of the; Composure and Sweetness of 
their Tempers K This good Woman coimes to our Lord 
with too impatient a Complfunt ; insinuating some little 
Reflection, not only onMar^, buton Jlimself too. Xor^, 
dost Thou not cmre thai fnjf Sister hath left me to 9etve 
alanef Bid her therefore ^hat she help me f* Our Lord, 
willing to take all^ Opportunities of suggesting useful 
.Thought^, answers her i^ these Words of i^ich .the 

'-♦ Act».Xrd84 . f tttk«3i, 40, 
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text h a Part, Martha, Martha^ thou art cm^efut and 
trauhted about many Thingt^ but one Thing is needful, and 
Mary has chosen that good Part, xshich^ shall not be taken 
away from her, q, ai Atsis Martha} the Goik^ms of 
^e Soul are of so much greater Importaneic tKan those 
of the fiodr, that I cannot blame your Sister on (hi9 
Occasion : I rather recommend her to yoor Imitation, 
and caution jon, and all mj other Friends, to be much 
on your Gushi, that in the Midst of yotir worfdJy Cares, 
you do not lose the Sight of that which so much better 
deserves your Aitcntion. 

I shall consider these Words, One Thing is NeefJffuiy 
as a kind of Aphorism, or ^tse and weighty Seiitence, 
dropped from the Mbuth- of our blessed 4£edeemer, and 
«fidentfy "Worthy of our most serious Regard* hk hand* 
Hog theof I shalfy 

• I. Consider what we are to nndterstand by tbeoii^ 

5f7l««^ h^re spoken of . 
' U. Shew yon what Is intended, whon it is represented 
. as the one Thing, needfkd. ^ 

. III. I will shew how justly^ it may be so represented 
ot prorc that iits indeed the one Thing needful. 
IV. Coachide with some HeSeotio^ and Applicf 
tibn. ^ 

My Frf€3ids, the Words which are now before ns are 
to this Day, as true, as they were seventeen hundred 
Years »g.o. Set your Hearts to attend to theift. Oh 
that y6u might; hy lysine Grace, fefe awakened to hear 
ihem with a due Regard, and might be so impressed 
with the {dam atrd siertous T^ffngs 'which 'are now #o be 
spoken^ as you i^obabty Would^ ff /I %tfre s|)eakfng'by 
your dying Beds, and you had' the Ml ^Exercise of yovr 
Reason, and the near and liYely View of fctemityl 

f.. lam briefly to consider what >^e are to uliderlitaiid 
hy tho one Hun ^ needful. -; 

Now I answer in afe^ Words, it is the Oire of the 
Soul, opposed, as you see in the Text,' to the Care, /. e. 
the ffxcfessite ©ai-e of the Body, for Vfh!ic\i Marika wis 
geutiy iadmbnished by Our Ijiord.* This "Is a-gett^rak 
Answer, and it comprehends a Variety of important Pac- 

- ticnlars. 
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. tienlars, which is the Business of our Ministry often to 
open to you at large : the Care of the Soul implies a 

, Readiness to hear the Words of Christ, to set ourselms 
with Mary at His Feet, and receive both the Law^nd 

'. the Gospei from His Mouth. It supposes that we learn 

> from this- DiTine Teacher^ the Worth of oar-Souls^ thdr 
Danger, and their Remedy. That we become above all 
Things solkitous about their eternal SalTation. That 
heartily repenting of all our Sins, and cordially belier- 
ing the everlasting Gospel, we receive the Lord .Jesut 
Christ for Righteousness and Life, resting our Souls oa 
the Value of His Atonement, and the Effi/cacy of Hit 
Grace. It imports the sincere Dedication of ourselves 

.'to the Service^ of Gos, andi a faithful Adherence to 
it,, notwithstanding aU the Oppositions arisiog from 
inward Corruptions, or outward Temptations; and a 
resolute Perseverance in the Way of Gt>spel Dependance 
till we receWe the End of our Faith in our complete 
Salvation. This is the one Thing needfid^ 'vej^reMenttA 
indeed in various Scriptures by various I^ames. ^Some* 
times it is called Regeneration^ or the New Creature^ 
because it is the blessed Work of Goo's efficacious Grace* 
Sometimes the Fear of GOD, and sometimes His Lovey 
and the keeping His Commandments ; and very frequently 
in the New Testament is called Faithy or receiving Christy 
and believing on Him^ which therefore is represented as 
the gre^a V^ork of QOD^ ; t. e. the great Thing whieh 
CrOD in His glorious Gospel requires, as well as by His 
Spirit produces in us: Each of these, if rightly under, 
stood and explained, comprehends all that I have sa;id 
on this Head. On the whole, we may say, that as the 
Body is one^ though H has many Members ^ and the Soul 
is one, though it has many Faculties; so, in the present 
Case, this real vital Reljgion \b one Things one sacred 
Principle of Divine Life, bfinging us to attend to the 
Care of our Souls, as of our greatest Treasure. It is 
one Things notwitlistanding all the Variety of Views in 
which it may be considered, and of Characters u&der 
ivhich it may be described. I proceed, 

Ya . ILXo 

♦ John vi. 2^, 
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II. To consider what may be intended hi thu - He' 
presentation which is here made of it as the one Thing 

^ ^ovf I think it naturally inchidcs these thr^ particn- 
lars : It is a Matter of universal Concern, of the highest 
Importance, and of so compreiiensiTe a Nature, that 

' cTery Thing which is truly worthy of our Regard may 

. be considered as inclnded in it, or subserTient to it. Let 
me a little illustrate each ^t these Particulars, reserring 

« the Proof of what I now assert to the third General, 

. where it will abundantly appear. 

I. The Care of the Soul may be. called the one Thing 
needful, ^' as it is a Matter of universal Concern.'' 
Ottr Lord, yen see, speaks of it 9s*needfal in 6ic general. 

. He says not for this or that particular Person ; or for 
those of such an Age, Station, or Circumstance of Life, 
but needful for alt. And indeed, when discoursing on 
such a Subject, one might propedy iutrpduce it with 
those solemn Words of the Psalmist, Give Ear^ ail ^e 

. People, hear, all ye Inhabitants of the Eartk, both High 
and Low, Rick and Poor together*. For it is the Con- 
cern of all, from the King that sits upon the THrone, to 
the Servant that grindeth at the JMill, or the Beggar that 
lieth upon the DtinghtO. It is needful for us that are 
Minixters, for our own Salvation is concerned. Aod Woe, 
insupporteble Woe will be to our Souls if we think it 
enough to recommend it to others, to talk of it in a 
warm, or an awful Manner, jn^public Assemblies, oria 
our private Converse, ivhile it does not penetrate our 
Hearts as our own greatest Care. Our Case will then 
be like that of the Isrtteliiish Lord in Samaria^, who was 
employed to distribute the Corn when the Siege was 
raised, seeing it with our Eyes, and dispensing it with 
onr Haods, we shall ourselves die miserably, without 
tasting the Blessings. we impart. It Is needful to all^cni 
that are our Hearers, without the Exception of one 
single PersoA. It is needfuito you that are Rich, though 
it may on some Accounts be peculiarly difficult for you ; 
even as difficult, comparatively speaking, as for a Camel 
to go through the Ei/e ofaNcedleX; yet if it be neglected, 

oyou are poor in the Midst of all your Wealth and 

. , miserable 

• Psat xl«. 1,2. f 2 KiiJgs vii. 2^-17. J Matt. xix. 84% 
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rflseraWe in all your Abuiidance; and a Wretch starv- 
!r|^ for Hunger, in a magnificent Palace aikd a rich 
Drefis would be less the Object of Compassioit than yon^ 
It is needful for yau that are Poor: though you are dis- 
tressetl with so many anxious CzreSy whc^ you shall eaty- 
and what you shall drink^ and zth&wmlihcdf'you shall he^ 
clothed** The Nature that makes you .capable of sucU 
Anxieties as these, argues your much grMter Concern 
in the Bread whickemhirp to eternal Lifei-^- than in that 
by which this mortal Body must be supported. It is 
needful for you that are advanced in Yeai^, though your 
Strength be impaired so that the Grasshopper is a Burm 
deni^ though you have by your long Continuance in Sin 
rendered this* great Work so hsrd, that- were it less 
important, one would in Pity let you alone without re« 
minding you of it : Yet late as it is, Itmufel be done, or 
your hoary Heads will be brought down to the Grave . 
with Wrath, and sink under a Curse aggravated by every 
Year and by every Day pf your Lives. It is needful to 
you that are youngs though solicited by so many gay 
Vanities, to neglect it ; though ft may be represented as 
art unseasonable Caire at present, yet I repeat it, it is 
needful to you ; immediately needful, unless you who walk 
so frequently over the Dust of your Brethren and Com. 
panioRS, that died in the Bloom and Vigourtif their Days, 
liave made some secret Covenant xcilh the Grwoe for your, 
selves, and found out some wonderful iMethod, hitherto 
unknown, of securing this precarious Ufe and of anwser*. . 
ing for Days and Months to come^ while others cannot 
answer for one single JVIoment, 

2. The Care of the Soul is ^* a Matter of the highest 
** Importance;? beyond any Thing which can.be brought 
into Comparison with it. ^ 

As Solomon says of Wisdom, that it is more precious 
than Rubies^ and that all Things zfhich cam be desired are 
not to be compared .with ker\\^ so may I, properly say of* 
this gi^at, and most important Branch of Wisdom, what^ 
ever can be laiil in the Balance with it, will be found 
altogether lighter than ffanittf. This is strongly implied 
when it is said in the Tfxxt, one Thing. is. neeiffuly q, d, one. 

Thing, 

* Matt. vi. 31, + Jotei v4. et, . t Ercles. xii. 9f, . 

. If Proj'.iii; 16, 
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Thingy and ot^ Thing alene ift soV Just as ^6 blessed 
God is sdid to be onl^mse^j and on^ Ao/^f , bec^isetho 
WisdoiD and Holiness of Angds and Men 13 as nothpi^, 
"when compared ii^ith His. What seems mpst great and 
most important In Life, what Kings and Senates, Mrhat 
the Wisest' and Greatest of this World ^reemploying 
their Time,- their Counsel^, their Pens, their Laboiuri^ 
upon, are Trifles, when compared with- this one Thing, 
A Man may subsbt^ he may in some considerable«Measure 
be h^ppy^ > without Learning, without Riches, wi(houjt 
Titles, Without Health, without Liberty, without Friends, 
nay, though the Life be more than Meaf^ and the Bodif 
than Raiment J, yet may he be happy, unspeakaUy 
'^PPy* iriAowfe ihe Body itself/ ^ But he cannot be so ili 
the Neglect of the one Thin^ needfid. I must therefore 
bespeak your Regard to it in the Words of Mos^s^ it ur 
not <i light^ Things but it is your Life |] . 

3. The Gai« of the Soul is of so comprehensire a Na- 
ture, that ** ercry Tiling truly worthy of our Regard may . 
^* be considered as included in it, or subsernent to it.** 

As Dareel obserTCSj that the Commandment of GOD pf 
exceeding broad ^^ so may we say of this oTie Thing need^ 
ful: and asS4)lomon Tery justly and emphatically expresses 
it, to fear GOD^ and to keep His Commandments^ is the 
zthoie Duig of Man** ; his whdle Duty, and his whofe 
Interest; and every Thing which is wise and rational 
does in its proprir Place and Connection make' a Part of 
it. We should judge very ill concerning the Nature of 
this Care, if we imagined, that it consisted merely in Acta 
of Devotion, or religious Contemplation ;. it comprehenda 
uU the lovely and harmonious Band of social and humane 
Virtues; It requires a Care of Society, a Care of our 
^odies, and of our temporal Concerns ; but then all is t^ 
be regulated, directed, and animated by proper Regards 
to God, Christ, and Immortality, pur Food and our 
Rest, our Trades and our Labours are to be attended te^ 
and all the Offices of Humanity performed in Obedience 
to the Will. of God, for the Qibr^ of Christ, arid 
in a yiew ta the improving the Mind in a groiwiag 
Meetness for a State of complete Perfection. Nam^ 

* 1 Tim, j. IT. i Matt. vi. 2^ § Psal. cxix. 96. 

•t Rev. XV, 4. j Deut, xxxii. 47. * * JEcclei. lii. 13^ 
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any Thing wbick lias bo H^ference ^t aU to tKis^ aoA 
you name a wofthless TiiSe, however It inay be gilded to 
allure the Eye, however It may be sweeteoed to gratify 
the Taste. Name a ThiQg which, instead of thus impratf . 
ingthe^ouJ, has. a Tendency to debase an4 pollute, to 
eiisiaye and endanger it, and you name i^hat is most 
unprofitable and mischievons, be the Wages of Inic^ity 
efersA great ; most foul aj;kd deformed, |)e it in the Eyes 
of Men jBTer so honourable, or In their Customs ever so 
fashionable* • T4ius I hare jendeavonred to shew you what 
we. may suppose implied in thjts £?cp/ession of 6m€ Thing 
iidng meedfuL I am now, 

IIL To shew you with how much Propriety tie Care 
of the Soul may be represented nhder this Character, a$ 
-the one Thing nee^tdy as a Matter of uoiversaj and most 
eenous concern^ to which every liYmg else is to be con<» 
sidered as subservient, if at ail worthy qf our Cnre and 
Pursuit. Now let me appeal to the Sentim^its of thbsr 
who roust be allowed most capable of judging, and to 
the evident Reason of the Case itself, as it must appear 
to every unprpjudiced Mind. 

1. Let me argue ^^ from the Sentiments of those who 
<^ must be allowed most capable of judging in such aiji 
^' Aii^ir,'^ and we shall quickly see that the Care of the 
Soul appears- to them the one Jhing needful. 

Is the Judgment of the blessed Goi> according to Truth, 
how evidently and how solemnly is that Judgment 
declared ? I will not say Inerely in this or the other par* 
ticular Passage of Hts Word, but in the whole Seriefl'of His 
Revelations to the Children of Men, and the whole Tenor 
of His Addresser to them. Is liot diis the Language of 
^il, from the eariy Days of Job %sA Moses to ti^e Con* 
clusk>n of the Canon of Scripture. If* Wisdom be hid 
from the Ej/es of ail the Living^ surely GOD umlerst^ndT 
eth the Way therecf. He knotceththe Place thereof; and 
if He does, it is plsunly |>ointed oat, for unto Men He 5t4Il 
Boith, behbldtheFear of the Lord^ that is Wisdom^ and to 
depart from Bvit^ that is Understanding, By Moses He 
declared to the Israelites^ that to do the Commandments 
of the Lord, would be their Wisdom and their- Under^ 
si^uding^ in the Sight of the Nations, who should hear 

Hi« 

» J»|^ x|Tiii. 2!, 23i S8. 
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Hift Statutes, and saj, surely this^ is a mse and underr 
sidnding People*^. When . He had raised u p one Man on 
the Throne of Israel^ with the Character of the wisest 
that erer lirisd apoathe Face of the Earth, He clM^se to 
make him eminently a Tdacher of thjs greath Truth. 
And now all that he spoke on the curious and less cdn« 
ceming Subjects of Natural Philosophy, is lost,* though 
ht spake of Trees from the Cedar to .the Hyssop^ and of 
Beasts and of Fozols^ and of creepingThings^ cmdofFishesi; 
that saying is preserved in which he testiles, that the Fear 
ofthe^ Lord is the beginmhg of fVisdbm^y and those Fro^ 
verbs, in almost every Line of which they who neglect God 
and their own. Souls are spoken of as Fools, as if that 
were the most proper Signification of the Word, while the 
liellgioui alone are honoured with the Title of Wise. But 
in this respect as attesting this Truth in the Name of Croi> 
and in His own, a greater than Solomon is here. 

For if we enquire what it was that our Lord Jesus 
CAn>/< judged to be the one Thing needful^ the Words of 
the Text contain as full aii Answer as can be imagined ; 
and the Sense of them is repeated in a very lively and 
emphatical Manner, in that remarkable Passage wherein 
our Lord not only declares His own Judgment, but 
seems to appeal to iJie Consciences, of all, as obliged by 
their own secret Conviction to subscribe to the Truth of 
it. What is a Man profitedj if he gain the tthole Worldj 
and lose^his own Soul; ot what :^shaU a Man give in 
Exchange for his Soul\\^ If it were once lost, what would 
he not" be willing to give t& redeem it i . Bq^ -it. depends 
not on the Words of Christ alone. Let His Actions, His 
SuflTersngs, His Blood, His Dl^ath^ speak what a Value Il^e 
set on the Souls of Men. . Is it to be imagined, ' that He 
would have relinquished .Hearen,^ that He would have 
dwelt upon Earthy that He would have laboured by- 
Night and by Day, and at last have expired on the 
Cross, for a Matter of light Importarice? Or can wo 
think that He, i" whom dzebll all (he T*reasUres-bf Wis^ 
dom and K'HQZi>kdgey and all the Fulness of the godhead 
hodilyS^ was mistaken in 3 advent ^o deliberately formed) 
and so sglemnly declared ? 
-..........-■••'' ^ If 

♦ Dcwt,.iv.6. + 1 Kings Iv. 33. % Prov* i. 7. ix. 10, 
g Matt. zvi. %<6, S C«l. \\i 3. 9, 
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If after this there trerc toom to menttoa fcumak" 
Jtidg^meftt aji4 TestimoTiics^ hour easy would it be t^ 
produce a Cloud of Witnesses in such a Cause, and to 
shew that the wisest ^nd besi of Men in all Ages of the 
World have agreed in this Point, that amidst all the 
Diversities df Opinion and Profession, which succeeding 
Generations have produced^ this has been the unanimous 
Judgment, this the eommon and 'most solicitous Car^ of 
those, whose Characters are most truly valuable, to secnre 
the Salvation of their own Souls, ' and to pi^mote the 
Salvation of others. * 

And let ;me beseech you serionsly to reflect, whit are 
the Characters of those who have taken the Liberty, 
most boTdly and freely to declare their Jtidgnient on the' 
contrary Side ? The Number of such ;s comparatively 
f^w *r and when- yon compare what yoU^ have observed 
of their ^ Tehiper and Conduct, I will not say with what 
you read of holy Men- of old, but wiHh what you have 
yourselves seen in the faithful, active, and zealous Set* 
tants of Christ, in these lattdr Age?, With which you 
have conversed ; do yon, on the whole, find that the 
Rejectors and Deriders of the Gospel, are in other Respects' 
to mux'h more prudent and' judicious, so much wiser for' 
themselves, /ahd for others -that are influenced^ by them,* 
AS that, you can be in Reason obliged to pay any great 
Deference to the Authority of a few sndh Names as 
these, in Opposition to those to whioh they are here 
opposed ? ' ■ ' 

Bot you will say, and yon will say.it too truly, though' 
but a few may venture in Words to declare for the Ne^ect 
of the Soul and its eternal Interest, the greater Part 
of Mankind do it in their Actions. But are^ the greater 
Part of Mankind so wise,* and so good, as imjilicitly tof 
he followed in. Matters of ttte highest Importance? And 
do not Multitu'dos of these declare • themselves on the 
other Side, in their most Veriotis Moments ? When the 
Intoxication of worldly Busioess and Pl^sKures are ofef^ 
and some languishing Sickness forces Men to Solitude 
and Retirement; what have yo|i generally obs^vcd. to' 
be the Effect of such a Circumstance? Hate they not 
then declared themselves convinced > of th^ Truth we ^r'cl 
90W labouring to establish ? Nay, do we not sometimes 

•i ^ see 
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s^ ih^t a Distemper which seizes the Mind with Violence, 
yet doep not latterijr deslroj its reasoning Faculties, 
, ^es ihis Conviction on the Soul in. a few Hours, nay 
fiOfBetimes in a few Moments ? Have you never seen a 
l^ayv^ thoughtless Creature, surprised in the giddy round 
of Pleasures and AinusementS| and presently brought not 
only to Seriousness, but Terror aud Trembling, by tha 
near Views of Death ? Uavje you never seen the Man of 
Business and Care interrupted, like the rich Fool in the 
Parable, in^ ihe Midst oC his, Schemes for the present 
World ? And have you not heard one and. the other of. 
^em owning the Vanity of those Pleasures and Cares, 
which but a few Days ago were every Thing to them ? 
Confessing that Religion was the'oite lliing ne^dfulf and 
fecontmending it to others with an Earnestness^ as if 
they hoped thereby to atone for: their own former N^. 
lect ? We that are Ministers frequency are Witnesses to 
such Things as these,, and I believe few of our' Hearers 
are entirely Straugerstothem. ' : 

. And once more, what if to the Testimony of the 
Dying, we could add that of the Dead ; what if 6od were 
to turn aside the Veil which separates between us and 
the invisible World, and to permit the most rarclesa 
Sinofir in -the Assembly to converse for a few Mumenti 
With the Inhabitants of it? If you were to. apply your* 
self to a ha])py Spirit, that trod the most Thorny Road 
to Paradise, or passed through the most fiery Trial, and to 
ask him, *^ Was it worth your while to labour so much, 
** and to endure sp much for ,what. you now possess?" 
Surely if the Blessed in Heaven were capable of Indig« 
nation,' it would move them to hear that it should be 
pade a QuesticiT\. And on the other Hand, if you could 
enqui^e^of one tormented in that Flame below, though he 
flight o?ice be clothed in Furpte and fine Linen^ mid fate 
fumptitowiy every Da^, if you couid ask him, " Whe* 
*^ ther hi9 former^njoyments were any Kquiv^fent for 
*^ his present' Sttiferb^s and Despair ?'' What Answer 
do you suppose he would return ? Perhaps an Answer oi 
so much Horror and Rage, as you would not be able ao 
much as to endure. Or if thc^ Malignity of his N^nrtt 
should provept hiai from returning any Answer at all^ 
} , :• surely 
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Mrely^there* would be a Language eren in that Siieuee^ 
a Language in the Darkness, and Flames and Groans of 
that infernal Prison, which would speak to your rery 
Soul what the Word gf God is with. equal Certaintyy 
though less forcible CouTiction, speaking to your Ear, 
that one Thing is needful. You see i^^ is so in die Judg.' 
ment of Goo the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, of 
the wisest and best of Men, of many, who seemed to 
judge most differently of it, when they come to morii 
deliberate and serious Thought, and notonly of theDyiog, 
but of the Dead too^ of those who hare experimentally 
known both Worlds, and most surely know what is to bo 
preferred. But I will not rest the whole Argument here; 
I add therefore,' - 

2. I appeal to the eyideat Reason of the Case itself, 
as it must appear to every unprejudiced JMind, that Htm 
Care of the Soul is indeed the orw Thing needful. 

I still consider myself as speaking not to Athiestt,. or 
to Deists, but to those who not only bvUeve the Existence 
and Providence of Gon, and a. future State of Happiness 
and Misery, but likewise who credit the Truth of t)ie[ 
Christian ReYelation, as many undoubtedly do, who liTer 
in a fatal Neglect of God and their own Souls* Now on 
these Principles a little Reflection may be suffiieienfr to 
convince y<»u, that 'tis needful to the present Repose of 
your own Mind ; needful if ever you would secure eternal 
Happiness ; if ever you would avoid -eternal* Misery, 
which woukl be aggravated, rather than alleviated, by all 
your present Enjoyments, 

1. The Care of the Soul is the one Thing needf^ut^ 
because ^^ without it you cannot secure the Peace of 
*« your own Mind, nor avoid the Upbraidings of yomr 
*** Conscience." 

That noble Faculty is, indeed, as you are often toit!, 
tt« Vicegerent of Gon in the S^ouL 'Tis sensible of tii4 
XKgnity a^d Worth of an immortal Spirit, and will some- 
times Tjry out of the Violence that is offered to It, aiD<| 
ory so loud, as to compel the Sinner to hear, whether 
he will or no. Do you not sometimes find it yourselves i 
When you labour most to forget the Concertis of yont 
Soul^ do they not sometimes force themselves on y6nt 
l^membran^e? You are afraid of tho Reflectiona of 

your 
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yo«r own Miad, but with all yonr Artifice and a]( jonr 
Resoltttion, can you entirely avoid them ? Does not Con- 
science follow you to your Beds, even if denied the 
Opportunity of meeting you in yaur Closets, and though 
with au unwelcome Voice, there warn yon, ^^ that your 
^^ Soul is nieglecled, and will quickly be lost." IXics 
ft not follow, you to your Shops and your Fields, when 
you are busiest there? Nay, I will add, does it not some-' 
times follow you to the Feast, to the Club, to the Dance, 
and perhaps, amidst all Resistance, to the Theatre too ? 
Does it not sometimes iningle your sweetest Draughts 
with Wormwood, and your gayest Scenes with Horror ? 
^0 that you are like a Tradesman, who, suspecting his 
Affairs to be in a bad Posture, lays by his. Books and his 
Papers, yet sometimes they will come accidentally in 
]MS'Way. He hardly dares to look Abroad for fear of 
( meeting a Creditor or an Arrest ; and if he labours to 
fyrgei fats Cares and his Dangers in a Course of Luxury 
at Home, the Ren^mbrance is sometimes awakened, and- 
the Alarm increased, by those Tery Extravagancies la 
which he is attempting to lose it. Sudi, no Doubt^ 
«ift the. Case of some of your Minds, and it is a very psun* 
ful Stat^; .and while Things arc thus within, external 
Circumstances can no more ma:ke you happy, than a fine 
Diresscoiild relieve you under a violent fit of the Stone«> 
Wher^'as if this great Affair was secured^ you might de* 
Ijght in; Hcflection, as much as you now dread it; and 
Conscience, of your bitterest Knemy, would beconte a- 
delightful Friend, and th^ Testimony of it your greatest 
Rejoicing. ' ■ ^ - * 

2, The Care of the SouJ is the.oiM; Thing needful^ 
<f because without it you cannot possibly secvre your 
** eternal Happiness." 

A Crown, of ^everlasting Glory is not surely such a 
Trifle as to be thrown away on a careless Creature, that 
will not in good Earnest pursue it. God doth not ordi^ 
narily d^jil thus, even with t\\& Bounties, of His commoa 
l^rovidence, which are comparatively of little Value. 
. As to these, the. Ihind of the. DUigetU generally makes Rkk^ 
9fX{^ ho,WQu]4 be thought distracted, rather than prudent, 
whO' should expect to gei an ;Estate merfely by wishing 
far Jt, or.HJthQ^t sqm^ resolute and continued Applk, 

cation 
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urged as the one Thing Needfid. ^9 * 

catbn fo a proper Course of Action for that Purpbte* 
Now^ that wc may not foolishlj dream of obtaining 
Heaven, in the Midst of a Course of Indolence and 
Sloth 9 we arc expressly told, in the Word of GO0, thiftt 
the Kingdom of Heaven sixers Violence^ and the violent 
take it by Force* i and 'are therefore exhorted io strive - 
yriih the greatest Intenseness and Eagempss of Mind, as 
the Word properly signifies, to enter in at the strait Gate^ 
Ibr this great and important Reason, because mang shall 
another Day seek to enter in and shall not be abk-Y.' Nay, 
, when our Lord makes the most gracious Promises to the 
humble Petitioner, He does it in such a Manner a» to 
exclude the Hopes of those who are careless and indif- 
ferent. Asky and it shall be given you ; seek,- and you shM ^ 
Jind; knocks and it shall be opened unto you f . If therefore 
.you do not ask, seek, and knock, the Door of Mercy will 
not be opened, and eternal Happiness will be lost. 

And surely if I .could say no more as to the fatal Con. . 
sequences of your Neglect, than this, that eternal ffap^ 
jdness will be lost, I shall say enough to impress every 
Mind that considers what Eternity means. To fall into 
a State of everlasting Forgetfulness might indeed appear 
a Refuge to a Mind filled with the Apprehension of 
future Misery* But, Oh how dreadful a Refuge i» ill 
JSureiy it is such a Refuge, as a vast Precipice, from 
which a Man falling would fae' dashed to Pieces in a 
Moment, might appear to a Person pursued by the 
Officers of Justice, that he might be brought out to a 
painful afid lingering Execution, If an extravagant Youth 
.would have Reason to look round with Anguish on som^ 
fair and ample paternal Inheritance, which he had sold 
or forfeited merely for the Riot of a few Days : IIpw 
much more melancholy would it be for a rational Mind^ 
to think that its eternal Happiness is lost for any earthly 
Consideration whatever. Tormenting Thought ! had I 
attended to that one Thing w^ich 1 Rave neglected, I 
might have been great and happy, beyond Rxpressjpn, 
lieyond Conception.' Not luerely for the little Span of 
ten thousand thousand Ages, but FOR EVER. So that 
the Moment ^ouhl have come, when, if it had befn 
asked concerning me. '^ How long has tkat^lorious 

^ Spirit 
• Matt. ii. 1?. + Lake xiii. 24. J Matt. ▼». T. 
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330 The CAJtE cf the Soul 

^< Spirit been an Inhabitant of HeaTen ? How long 1ms 
'< it been enjc^ng 6oi>, and itself, is that State of Per- 

«« fection?"- ^The Answer would hare been soch, 

tiiat a Line reaching eTcn to the remotest Star would not 
baTe been able to contain the Nnniber of Ages, nor 
would Millions of Years have been -sufficient to figure 
them down. This is Eternity, bnt I have lost it, and 
am now on the Verge of Being. This Lamp, which 
might have outlasted those of tha Firmament, will pre. 
.sently be extinguished, and I blotted out from amongst 
the Works of Gon, and cut off from all the Bounties of 
,His Hand. Would not this be a very miserable Case, if 
.this were all ? And would it not be sufikieat to prove 
^thift to be the better Pari, whieh, as our Lord observes, 
can fumer be taken awatf f^ But God forbid that we should 
be so unfaithful to Him, and to ihe Souls of Mei^ as to 
rest in such a Representation alone. I therefore a^ 
jonce more, 

3. The Care of die Soul v&iheme Thing needful, be. 
cause, <^ without it you cannot avoid a State of eternal 
<^ Misery, which will be aggravated, rathd than alle* 
<* viated, by all your present Enjoyments." 

Nothing ctok be more evident^ from the Word of the 
jGroD of Truth. If there plsunly appears to be a deter- 
.mined Case, which leaves no Room for a more favourable 
-Conjecture or Hope, The Wicked shall be turned into 
Helly even all the Nations that forget GOD*. Thetf 
ish4ll go axeag into everlasting Puni$h$nent^, into a State 
where they shall in vain seek Death, and Dedth shall Jlee 
from them. Oh 4 Sirs, it is a pertain, but an awful Truth, 
that your Souls will be thinking and immortal Beings, 
«v^n in spite of themselves. They may indeed torment, 
hut they cannot destroy themselves. They can no more 
suspend their Power of Thought and Perception, than 
A Mirror its Property of reflecting Rays that fall on. its 
Surface. Do ;^ou suspect the contrary? Make the 
Tijial immediately. Command your Minds to cease from 
thinking but for one quarter of an Hour ; or for half 
Ihat Time, aftid exclude every Idea and ercpy Rejection. 
Can you succeed in that Attempt ? Or rather does not 
Thoug^.pi^s in with a more sensible Violence on that 

Resistance] 
* P«al. \x. IT. - + Matt, axt, 4«. 
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urged as (^e oNi? Titii^a .Needful. ^t*l 

Resistance; as an anxious desire to skeji mktes tis so 
much the more wakeful. Thi^s will Thouglit follow yqa 
beyond the Graye^ thus will it, as an unwelcome Gruest^ 
force itself upon yon^ when It can serve only to perplex 
and distress the Mind. It will for ever upbraid yoo, 
that notwithstanding. aU. t)ie ^kind Expostalations of Gosd 
and Man, notwithstanding all the keen RemonstranccB of 
Conscies^ce, and the Pleadings of the Blood of Chnst, 
you hare gone on in your Folly, till BeaTen is lost, aifd 
Damnation incurred ; and all for what ? for a Shadow 
and a Dream. 

Oh think not, Sinners, that the RemembfUnce of yovr 
.past Pleasures, of your Success in your other Cares, 
.whilst that of th^^tme-Wking needful y^B& forgotten^ •think 
not that this will ease your Minds. IbwiH rather tormeot 
•them the morew . Son^ refkember that thou in ^^ l^e^ime 
receivedst thf good TTungs. Bitter Remembran^ce ! Well , 
might the Heatlien Poets represent the nnbappy Spirits 
in the Shades below, as eagerfy catdiing svt the Waters of 
Forgetfulncss, yet unable to reach it. . Your presentCom. 
forts will only senre, to give you a livelier Sense of your 
Misery^ as having tasted such Decrees of EnjoyUieut; 
and to inflame the Reckoning, as you have mtsimproved 
those Talents lodged in yoter Hands fbr better Purposes. 
Surely, if these Things were l>eKeved, and seriously con* 
sidered, the Sinner would have no more Heart to rejoice 
in his present Prosperity^, that a Man woukl have to 
amuse hims^f with the Curiosttics of a fine Garden^ 
tlirough which he was led to be bi^okc Aipon the l^ack. 

But I will enlarge no farther on these Things. Woiili 
to Goi> that the unaccountable Stupidity of Mollis Minds, 
and their fatal Attachment to the Pleasures and Cares of 
the present Life, did not make it necessary to Insist on 
*hem SO: frequently and so copiously I * * 

IV. I. proceed to the Reflections which' Daturally arise 
from hen ce^ antt shall only men ttoo two^: 

1. How much Reajson haTe we to lament the FoH^ of 
Mankind in neglecting the one Thing needful t - • 

Jf Religion be indeed the truest Wisdom, then surely 
we have the ja$test Reason tb sdy with:i6fdl(^iHdn,^^/ Fo/^ 
tmd Madness is in MetCs llearih^ h- It 4he ifHe niti^ 

nee^ui ? 
t£cdeft. Ik.?. 
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3» The Cakz of the Sovt 

needfid ? Xook on the Conduct of the Generality df Mai^« 
}&ind, and you would imagine they they thought it the one 
,lViing neecUesg: The yainest Dream and the idlest Amuse« 
ment of the Mind. God is admonishing them by Ordi* 
nances, and ProTidences^ sometimes Uy subh as are most 
«awful, to.lay it to Heart; Het^f^aksjtnce^i/eafwicej yea 
a Multitude qf Times, but Man regards fk&t*. They pro* 
fen perhaps to believe all that I have been saying, but 
act as if the contrary were self-evident ; they will risk 
these Sods atad this Eternity, for a Thing of nought, Vor 
that for the Sake of which they would not risk so much 
as a Handj or a Finger, or a Joint, no, nor perhaps a 
Toy that adorns it. Surely this is the Wonder of Angels^ 
and « perhaps of ^Devils too, unless the Observation of 
so many Ages may have rendered it familiar to both* 
And can we, my Christian Brethren, l)cliokl such a 
'Scene with Indifference f If. some epidemical Madness 
had seised our. Country, or the Places where we Jive, so 
.that as we w»it from one Place to another we should 
.every where meet with Lunatics, and see among, the 
rest^ some perhaps of tlie finest: Genius and Improve** 
^mcnts, and in the most eminent ("Stations in Life, amus» 
iog themselves with Straws and Bubbles, - or wounding 
. themselves and others ;• surely were we ever so secure 
.from the Danger of Infection or. Assault, the Sight 
would cut tts to the Heart. Surely a good-natured Man 
would harly be able to go abroad, or even be desirous 
to live, If it must be amongst so many sad Spectades. 
Yet thiesso poor Creatures might, notwithstanding this, 
;be the Children of Gop^ and the higher their Frenzy 
.rose^ the nearer might their comple^te Happiness be. 
' But alas, the, greater Part of Mankind are^ seueed witli 
a worse Kind of J^f^idiiess, in which they are ruining 
their Souls : And can we behotd it with Indifference ! 
The Lord awaken our Compassion, « our Prayer, and our 
Endeavours in I>ependance on Divine Grace, that we 
,p\9,y Ue Instrumental in bringing them to their right 
Mind, and making them wise indeed, that is, wise t9 ^ 
Salvation. : . . ^ 

i. How neqmiLTy is ft that, we wO^ld seriously iprquif^ 
hoir this vm Jlkfng neeiffulMtcgs^Aed by us I 

Let 
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urged as the one Thing Needful. 333 

Let tne intreat you to remember your own. Concerm 

in it, and inquire Have I thought seriously of it ?— 

Have I seen the Importance of it ? -Has it lain vith 

a due and abiding Weight on my Mind? Has it 

brougjht me to Christ, that I might lay the Stress of these 
great eternal Interests on Him ? > ■ , And am I acting in 
ther Maitt of my. Life as one that, has these. Copviction^.^ 

Am I willing in fact to give up other Things, my 

Interests, my Pleasures,^ my Passions to this? — r-Am I 
cpnveirsing wi^h God and with Man as one that believes 
these Things, as one that has delib^ately chosen the 
better Party and is deterpoined to abide by that Choice ? 

Observe the Answer which Conscience returns to these 
In^iries, and you will kpow y our ^wn -Part in that more 
particular Application, with which . I am to conclude my 
Discourse. . . 

I« Let me address those that are entirely unconcerned 
ubont the one T/mig needful. \. ; ; . . 

Sirs, I have been stating the C^e ^t large, and now 
I appeal to your Consciepce^, are these Things so, or 
arc they not? God an^ your own Hearts best know for 
what the Care of your Soul is neglected ; but be it what 
it will, the Difference between one Grain of Sand, and 
another, js not gre^t,, when: it comes to be weighed 
ags^nst a T;i^ento| Gold, whatever it is, you had need 
to. examine it carefully i You l\ad need to view .that 
Commodity on ail Sides, of which you do in effect say^ 
for this will I sell my Soul, for this will I give up Hea- 
ven and vefvture Hell, be Heaven and Hell whatever they 
may. In the Name of God, Sirs, is this the Part of a 
Man,' of a rational Creature ? Ta go on with your Eyes 
t)pen towards a Pit of eternal Ruin, because there are a 
few gay Flowers in the Way ? Or what if you shut your 
Eyes, will that prevent your Fall ? It signifies . little to 
say, I will not. think of these Things, I will-not consider 
them. GoD.hi^s said, in the last Daj/s they shall consider 
it perfectly*. The Revels* of a drunken Malefactor will 
not prevent, _npr respite his Execution. Pardon my 
Plainness ; if it were a Fable'or a Tale, I woufd endea- 
Tour to amuse you with Word^,)bttt I cannot do it where 
your Souls are at Stake. 

Z 2. 1 

• Jen xxiii. ?0, . 
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% I v^otfld apply to those who ete cdfiTlo);^ c^f the 
l^mporhitide of their SouVs^ yet mre indnied to detbr thai 
Care df them « tJttlc longer, which in '(he general tfeey 
see to be necessary. 

I know, you Hi it arc yoUHgnrc imfler pecii^Iiar T^tr^ 
tattons^o tib tftis : though it is sftrange <hat the 3>eath of 
80 many of joitr Compiirfons s^ouM 'iiot4>e an' AiBwer to 
' #oine of "tfi'e most ^peci mis and dangerotts ctf -th^se Temp- 
tactions. Mef^itiks if 'ifiere were f he least Begrte of iJfi* 
^rtaiithr, ihe'f mportanee is too wd^*y •*© pat Maifcrs 
tothieTeotutc, But here the Unfeertahrty h gpeat and 
apparciH. YoU musft-stfrei)^ know ^«t »thfere arc criticail 
Seasons of' Life formangaging'the Ooncerna of It, which 
are of such a Xature, that, if onoe lost, they may Bever 
iretura : 'Here is a eritiesit'SeascMi. 'Ni>n> t5! ^ aceepied 
Time^ now is the Datf of Salvation*'. To^dei^^ ^ wiU 
ftear Ilis Foice^ hartlen not your MeartH* This Laagvage • 
maj.not be spoken To-morrow. Talk fiot of a moi% 
tonveniefti Season J tronc can be ^orie 'conraiicnt ; and 
that to Whrch you wpufM probably refer it^ is least olf aU 
^o. A 6yntg Time. ' Y^H woiild tttft chuse4ben to ha;r<; 
any important Business !n Hand ; awiiflH^on of Choice 
'JPeieb the greatest Biiisiness of all ^6 that fangnishlng, 
hurrying, amazing Ho tnr ? If a Friend were then to come 
ito you '^vith the Balance ctf ah 4atri^te Account, >0t A 
View of a- Title to an IMate^ you ^onlil ^lok^ your 
iaiuting Hea4, ^d lift' tfp you* pale trembling ^ctod, 
and say perhaps with' a ftteWfe Voide, " Alas, is this a 
'^< lime for lltcsc Things ?^' And'isit a Tiniefor so^mucli 
grcfiter Things than these ? 1 wish yorf k^iew, and would 
consiiler into what a Btrait we ihat are "Minsters arc 
sometimc^s brought, when we are called to the dying 
Beds of those who hare spent their liives in the jKeg^eot 
of the one l^ing needfal. On ttie one Hand we fear 
Jest if we paiJiate Matters, and «pe»k smooth Things, 
wie shall betray aSnd *ruin their Souls ; and' or tho other, 
that if we nsc a becoifrting Plainness and Seriousness^ in 
warning them of their Danger, we shall quite oTerwhelm 
' them, and hasten the dying Moment ^which is adTanciog 
by such swift' Steps. OH let me "fntreat you, -for our 
Sajccs, and miick more for your own, "thiit you do not 

drirc 
• 2 Cor. vi. 2, \ Jleb. iii. 7, 8. 
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driy^ ns to such sad Bklrera'Hies : But tlmJfctf yoa a!>*i 
cottvinCed, as I'hope swn6 -ef you raay how fee, 'tfiiat ihv 
Cafe of ihe^SoiA is thai needful Thi7igMt have'repreaen^dtfy 
let the Conviction work, ilet it ime yon immediately: to 
<he Throne tjfOr^ce, that from thence you jBoay derite 
that Whdom and Strength Which may direct yoA in all 
^e fift^ieacics/Hhfk^ cntengi^ yen, fl,fid>a.nimate^«)»eaiik 
t^c midst of Difficnfty and INs'catiriigeme|)i'h ' 

3. f would in the last Place, addtess myself to ^«5e 
Imppy Souis, Vho haTe in' g|6od Earnest attenSbtf fo the 
one Thing neffiifui. * # ' 

I hope when yoti see 1>ow commonly it is •nj^lected,' 
neglected indeed by ma^y, ^liose natural 'Ca^ad^eS, 
ImproTemeirt^, ttnd Circnmstances in Life, appear to ^ou 
superior, to your own, you will humbly ackne^^l^ed^e, 
that it was distingnishing Orace that brought you into 
this iiappy ^ate^ -and formed yM to this tn^ost iiocessarry 
Cbre.'. Biessi the Lord therefore who Itatli g^eh ^oa 
th«tCoumeii ih Vtrfciie rf wftidh yon can ^ay thftt *fc ^ 
t/our l^ortiofi.-^ — ftej<»tce ih the Thought that the ^etf< 
Concern is secured: as it is natural for us to dq^ When 
^omcimp^oitant Affair is dispatched wMch Iras long laiti 
before us, and wfiith we HaVe "bfeeh hfitelifted to |Htt ^ff 
from jtJnc.Day to anoilier, but llftve at Iengt!h strenuously 

Eflff Sncte^fMlly atteiid^.-^ ^Remember 94JII to continue 

aetm^ on tA^se gfeat Frinciples Which at lirat di6ter« 
inhw3d your Choice; and scriiouBly codiildei', tliat lht>9e 
•who desire -Gi^v Life may «t fast ^e^hsen Qiemfor a fVi?^, 
must continue on their Guard, in all Stages of their Jour, 
ney through a Wilderness, where daily Danger^ are stiJi 
surrounding them. Having secured the great Concern, 
make yonrseWes easy as to others of smaller Importance. 
¥ou have chosen ike Kingdom of GOD ^ and His Righteous* 
nessy other Things tJierefore shall be added unto you; 
and if any Thing wliicb yav de»ire should not be added, » 
comfort yourselves with this Thought, that you have ths 
good Part which can never be taken ajxay. And, not to 
enlarge on these obvious Hints, which must so often 
occur, be very solicitous that others may be brought to 
a Care about the one Thing needful. If it be needful for 
yon, it is so for your Children, your Friends, your 
Servants. Xettb^a therefore see jour Concern in this 

* , ' ' Reject 
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R^pect (or them, as well as for jonrselves. Let Fareats, 
e/fieciMy^ attend .to this Exhortation, whose Care for 
th^ir Offspring often^ exceeds in other Respects, awjj! 
fpsls in this* Remember that your Children may ne^er 
Hre'ti) cpjoy^tlie EQccts of your Labour and Concern, to, 
get them Estatca and Portions. The Charges of their 
f ^g6cato.m(iy P^rttApsibe aU theu: Share of what you ar& 
so anxiously careful to lay up for them. And Oh ! tlunk 
what a Sword would pierce through your yery Heart, if 
you should stand by the Corpse of p. beloved Child ^ witb 
this Reflection, ^^ .This poor ^reature ha^ done with Life 
^^ before it lealrnt its great Business in it, and is gone to 
'< jStemity, which I haye seldom been warnutg it to 
<^ prepare for, and which perhaps it learnt of me to 
« foj;get."- : ..•■..., . . ,. . , 

. On the whole^ may this. grand Care be awakened in 
thos^ by whom it has been hitherto neglects ; m^y it 
be revived in each ^f Qur Minds.. And that you may 
l^ encouraged to pursue it with greater. Cheerfulness, 
Hi me conclude with this comifortable Thought, that in 
Proportion to the Necessity of the Case, is the Provision 
niiich Divine Grace has made for our Assistance. If 
you are disposecl to sit down at Christ's Feet, He will teach 
you by His Word and Spjrit If you commit thif pre- 
cious. Je^el,. which is your eternal All,, into His Hand, 
He «rill>presef ve.it unto that Da^\ and wtHtheiji produce 
It richly adorned) ^nd gloriously improved to.^ls own 
HoD<|u.r, an4 to jour eTcrlasting Joy. Jsnett. , 
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